
Ranga Reddy,
Saturday, September 13, 20253TELUGU STATES

Cong govt top priority is welfare of Christian
Minorities - Minister Laxman Kumar

From Our Staff Reporter
Hyderabad,  Sept. 12:

Minister for SC, ST and mi-
nority welfare Adluri
Laxman Kumar here on Fri-
day asserted that the Con-
gress government is firmly
committed to the develop-
ment and welfare of Chris-
tian minorities and will ad-
dress their long-pending
concerns.

After laying the founda-
tion stone for the "YMCA
International Integrated
Centre of Excellence and
Multipurpose Programme
Centre" along with a new
auditorium, at the
Secunderabad YMCA here
on Friday, Laxman Kumar
told the gathering that un-
der the leadership of Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy,
the government has been
ensuring rightful allocation
of funds for welfare
schemes, and giving prior-
ity for Christian minorities.
Previous governments had
neglected this community,
but the Congress govern-
ment is now working with
renewed commitment to de-
liver justice, he claimed.

The Minister said that he
has instructed the district

collectors to resolve pend-
ing disputes over minority
burial grounds and lands
earmarked for Christian
communities. Orders have
also been issued to secure
such lands with fencing,
create infrastructure, and
prevent encroachments.
Budgetary allocations
would reflect the enhanced
support for pastors,
churches, service institu-
tions, and scholarships for
students, while poor Chris-
tian families would be ex-
tended loans and subsidies

through the Minority Fi-
nance Corporation, he
noted. Recalling his per-
sonal bond with YMCA,
Laxman Kumar shared that
he grew up playing cricket
and table tennis at the
Narayanguda grounds and
even stayed at a YMCA
hostel during his student
years. Describing the
YMCA as a “symbol of
unity”, he called upon all the
stakeholders to strengthen
the institution further. He
lauded YMCA President
Jayakar Daniel for steering

its growth. Labour Minister
Gaddam Vivek also took part
in the ceremony. Former
Minister Dr. Geetha Reddy,
who earlier served as Chair-
person of the YMCA, was
felicitated. The programme
was attended by MLA
Muta Gopal, Christian Mi-
nority Corporation Director
Deepak John, Public Pros-
ecutor Palle Nageshwar
Rao, Supreme Court Advo-
cate Joyce, Bishop Singam
Leonard, Corporator
Kontham Deepika and sev-
eral others.

RAHUL GANDHI SHOULD BE ASHAMED
OF 'MLA CHORI' IN TELANGANA: KTR

From Our Staff Reporter
Hyderabad,  Sept. 12: BRS

working president and MLA
K.T. Rama Rao on Friday
launched a scathing attack
on Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, accusing him of
maintaining a “conspirato-
rial silence” over the spate
of defections of BRS legis-
lators to the Congress.
Rahul Gandhi, who often
raises the issue of “vote
chori” in national politics,
has failed to speak against
"MLA chori" in Telangana.

“Rahul Gandhi should be
ashamed of this undemo-
cratic and unconstitutional
practice. This crime is
worse than the so-called
vote chori”, KTR charged.
The BRS leader, talking to
newsmen, demanded that
Rahul Gandhi respond to
the statements made by de-
fected MLAs who, despite
winning on BRS tickets and
later joining the Congress,
are now denying any
switch. “The Congress
party’s role in this shame-

less chori proves its double
standards. Rahul Gandhi
must answer,” he asserted.
KTR recalled that several of
these defected MLAs were
seen wearing Congress
scarves and posing for
photographs with Rahul
Gandhi in Delhi - images
proudly circulated by Con-
gress leaders. “You draped
them in the Congress scarf
and now you say they
never joined? Do you still
stand by this denial?” KTR
questioned. The BRS

leader further said: “If this
is not MLA chori, then what
is it? How is this any less
serious than vote chori?
Are you not ashamed of
your complicity in such
political hypocrisy?” Such
defections undermine de-
mocracy and erode public
trust, he warned and ac-
cused the Congress gov-
ernment for indulging in
unconstitutional tactics to
weaken the opposition in-
stead of addressing
people’s issues.

Karnan directs town planning officials to expedite
building permits and improve efficiency

From Our Staff Reporter
Hyderabad,  Sept. 12:

Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation (GHMC)
commissioner R.V. Karnan
directed the Town planning
officials to accelerate the
clearance of building per-
mission applications and to
enhance overall efficiency.

Holding a review meeting
at the GHMC Head Office
with Chief City Planner (CCP)

Srinivas and other officials
concerned, the Commis-
sioner assessed the perfor-
mance of the Town Planning
Wing across various zones
and circles. He stressed the
importance of accountability,
timely services and a citizen-
centric approach. He in-
structed the officials to en-
sure speedy disposal of
building permission applica-
tions, occupancy certifi-

cates, court cases, public
grievances, and also the Lay-
out Regularisation Scheme
(LRS) applications. He em-
phasized the urgent need to
vacate the residents from di-
lapidated and unsafe houses
to avoid accidents. Taking a
stern view of unauthorized
constructions, Karnan
warned that strict action
would be taken against the
cellar excavations carried out

without prior approvals.
While acknowledging the
satisfactory performance of
the Town Planning Wing so
far, the Commissioner urged
the officials to further im-
prove transparency, effi-
ciency, and public trust.
Kukatpally Zonal Commis-
sioner Apoorva Chauhan,
Additional CCPs and ACPs
were also present at the re-
view meeting.

SENIOR CITIZEN DUPED OF Rs 21 LAKH IN 'DIGITAL ARREST' SCAM
From Our Staff Reporter
Hyderabad,  Sept. 12: A

75-year-old man from
Yakutpura was cheated
of Rs.21 lakh in a “digital
arrest” scam where the
fraudsters impersonated
police officers and
misused Aadhaar details.

On August 14 this
year, the victim received

a call from a conman
who claimed his Aadhaar
was linked to a money
laundering case. Over
WhatsApp video calls,
one of the fraudsters
posed as an IPS officer,
has shown fake docu-
ments and warned him to
keep the matter secret.
Fearing the threat of

arrest and imprisonment,
the victim transferred
money for 'verification'
in five instalments
between August 19 and
September 2.

The gang also sent
forged letters with
government seals to gain
his trust. When they
demanded additional

money without returning
the earlier transfers, the
senior citizen realized the
fraud and filed a com-
plaint. Police have
launched an investiga-
tion and cautioned the
public against such
scams involving fake
officials and Aadhaar
misuse.

CYBER FRAUD
THROUGH
WHATSAPP &
TELEGRAM

From Our Staff Reporter
Hyderabad,  Sept. 12: Two city resi-

dents recently fell victim to job-related
investment frauds propagated through
WhatsApp and Telegram. These inci-
dents underline a growing cybercrime
pattern where the fraudsters exploit fake
job offers and prepaid online tasks to
defraud unsuspecting victims of sub-
stantial sums.

In the first case, a 35-year-old woman
from Abids was approached on Septem-
ber 1 by a fraudster posing as
“Chandrika” from *Qube Research &
Technologies Ltd.*. She was initially as-
signed simple online tasks like posting
Google reviews, with small payments
credited to her. Later, she was lured into
“prepaid jobs” requiring repeated de-
posits. Between September 1 and 5, she
transferred a total of Rs.10,25,550. A fake
online balance of Rs.15,57,900 was dis-
played, but withdrawals were blocked,
and further deposits were demanded.
Realizing she had been cheated, she re-
ported the fraud to the police.

In the second case, a 44-year-old man
from Asifnagar was contacted on Au-
gust 28 by a woman identifying herself
as “Veena Khatri” from *Michael Page
IT*. He was initially given tasks like
branded keyword searches and re-
warded with small amounts. Later, he
was directed to a fraudulent portal,
where he invested repeatedly. A false
frozen balance of Rs.3,49,200 was
shown, with an additional Rs.3,50,000
demanded for release. Be-
fore discovering the fraud,
he had already lost
Rs.1,61,720.

FTCCI LADIES WING HOSTS AI WORKSHOP FOR LADIES
Hyderabad, Sept.12: The Ladies Wing of FTCCI organised a day-long workshop on

Artificial Intelligence (AI) for Women at FTCCI in Red Hills, drawing more than 200
participants. On this occassion, FTCCI President R. Ravi Kumar highlighted the impor-
tance of AI literacy for women, while Dr. Tasneem Shariff, chairperson of the Women
Empowerment Committee, underlined the women’s historical role in innovation. IBM’s
Executive Partner A Anuradha, in her speech, stressed that AI should be seen as a
collaborator, but not as a competitor. She urged women to embrace AI as an amplifier of
human potential. The workshop featured hands-on sessions by experts, including Mohan
Silaparasetty covering Generative AI and real-world applications.

CRY STUDY
SHOWS MOST
ADOLESCENT
GIRLS UNAWARE
OF 'STEM'

Bengaluru, Sept.12:
A new study by 'CRY' -

Child Rights and You has
revealed a significant
awareness gap in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics)
among the adolescents in
South India. The survey,
conducted with 942 stu-
dents (471 girls, 471 boys)
from classes 9–12, found
that 52% of girls and 51%
of boys had never heard of
STEM. Despite this gap,
54% girls have expressed
interest in pursuing science
streams after class 10 or 12,
compared to 43% boys.
Similarly, 51% of girls as-
pired to STEM-related ca-
reers, surpassing boys at
45%. The study highlights
both potential and barriers.
While adolescents see
STEM education as a path-
way to empowerment and
independence, challenges
persist: Resource gaps:
Only 20% of girls and 18%
of boys had regular access
to science labs. Tutoring
support reached just 13% of
girls and 12% of boys,
while the career counselling
covered 35% of girls and
32% of boys. Barriers for
girls: Financial constraints
(25%), lack of family sup-
port (15%), cultural and so-
cietal norms (36% com-
bined), and teacher discour-
agement (13%) limit girls’
participation in STEM.

Key correlations showed
that the students aware of
STEM were 64% more likely
to choose science streams.
Regular lab access nearly
doubled the science
choices, while career coun-
selling and exposure to fe-
male role models boosted
aspirations significantly.
“Girls are no less ambitious
than boys—their enthusi-
asm for STEM is evident.
But systemic barriers must
be addressed,” said John
Roberts, Regional Director,
CRY – South. To spark ac-
tion, CRY will host the
"Walk to EmpowHER" in
Bengaluru on Sunday (Sep-
tember 14), themed "Girls in
STEM – Empowering Gen-
erations”. The event will
unite communities, educa-
tors, and advocates to pro-
mote equitable access to
STEM education.


