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In a move to rede�ne the
role of women in State’s
workforce, Kudumbash-
ree, in collaboration with
Vigyan Kerala, is launching
a campaign titled ‘One
Lakh Jobs for Onam.’

Announcing the cam-
paign at the Kerala Insti-
tute of Local Administra-
tion at
Mulankunnathukavu on
Saturday, Local Self-Go-
vernments Minister M.B.
Rajesh said the campaign
was designed to bring wo-
men out of the con�nes of
their homes and lead them
toward economic indepen-
dence, social recognition,
and self-esteem. 

The drive aims at train-
ing and giving placements
to one lakh women by
Onam, combining skill de-
velopment, job matching,
and grassroots
mobilisation.

“It’s about bringing wo-

men into the heart of the
economy. It can usher in a
new era of socio-economic
progress,” the Minister
said. 

Only 20% of employable
women in the State are cur-
rently employed outside
their homes. “Our target is
to raise that to 50% in the
coming years and this cam-
paign is the �rst big step,”
said T.M. Thomas Isaac,
chief adviser of Vigyan
Kerala.

Custom-designed
The campaign o�ers cus-
tom-designed skill deve-
lopment programmes at
the local level. Kudum-
bashree and Vigyan Kerala
will partner with agencies
like ASAP, KASE, and other
accredited skill develop-
ment institutions to deliver
training.

Local self-government
institutions (LSGIs) are ex-
pected to integrate project
plans into their July bud-
gets, ensuring funding for

the project. A review meet-
ing of Local Self-Govern-
ment institutions presi-
dents and secretaries
chaired by Mr. Rajesh from
July 3–5 at KILA �nalised
the operational blueprint.
Job fairs will be held
through July and August
across all blocks, munici-
palities, and Corporations.

Each type of job will be
backed by tailored training
programmes at the local le-
vel, including soft skills
and digital literacy. 

Special focus will be gi-
ven to women above 30
years — a group often side-
lined in conventional job
schemes.

District-wise Vigyan
Councils led by Ministers
have already been formed,
with plans to establish si-
milar councils at the block
and panchayat levels in Ju-
ly. Kudumbashree CDS un-
its will map local job de-
mands and identify
women suitable for each
sector. 

Kudumbashree to launch
‘One Lakh Jobs for Onam’
The Hindu Bureau
THRISSUR

A meeting of schoolteach-
ers’ organisations con-
vened by Minister for Gen-
eral Education V.
Sivankutty here on Satur-
day approved the school
academic calendar for the
2025-26 academic year.
The meeting gave the nod
for new working hours for
schools (an increase of 15
minutes each in the morn-

ing and afternoon). They
will begin at 9.45 a.m. and
close at 4.15 p.m. The or-
ganisations also made
known their support for
implementing the academ-
ic master plan.

The meeting decided to
continue with terminal ex-
aminations and unit tests.
It was decided that com-
prehensive quality educa-
tion would be implement-
ed for Classes I to IX in
future. Subject minimum

in the written component
of examinations was also
approved.

The Minister said the de-
mand of teachers’ organi-
sations to increase the ma-
terial cost for the midday
meals scheme would be
discussed. 

He would also explore
the possibility of local bo-
dies contributing a share to
the midday meal scheme
at a meeting with heads of
local self-government insti-

tutions. Technical hurdles
related to students’ Unique
Identity Number (UID) will
be examined. 

A decision would be ta-
ken on considering the
number of UIDs that be-
come available after the
sixth working day deadline
for determining the num-
ber of sta� positions in the
academic year. 

The Minister said that
demand to change the stu-
dent-physical education

teacher ratio from 1:500 to
1:300 and appointing phys-
ical education teachers to
higher secondary and low-
er primary classes would
be considered. 

The meeting was attend-
ed by representatives of 42
teachers’ organisations.
General Education Secre-
tary K. Vasuki and State
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training Direc-
tor Jayaprakash R.K. were
present. 
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Thrissur will host the State
School Arts Festival this
academic year, while the
Kerala School Sports and
Games will be held in the
State capital.

The Special School Arts
Festival will be held in Ma-
lappuram, and the TTI/
PPTTI Arts Festival in
Wayanad. 

Palakkad will hold the

State School Science
Festival.

The Disha higher stu-
dies expo and internation-
al career conclave will be
held at Kottayam. 

Award distribution
The State Teachers’ Award
and school performance
award distribution will be
held in the State capital. 

Thiruvananthapuram
will become a permanent
venue for Teachers’ Day

observance and award dis-
tribution. 

This year’s Teachers’
Day observance will be
held on September 9 as
September 5 is Thiruvo-
nam day. 

The �rst term examina-
tions will be held from Au-
gust 20 to 27, second term
examinations from Decem-
ber 11 to 18, and the annual
examinations for Classes I
to IX in the �rst week of
March. 
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Scientists have sounded
the alarm on a newly de-
tected fungal disease at-
tacking Dipterocarpus
bourdillonii, a critically en-
dangered tree endemic to
the Western Ghats. 

The phytopathogen, Co-
rynespora cassiicola, a
highly aggressive fungus, is
known to infect more than
530 plant species.

The �ndings of Shamb-
hu Kumar, Principal Scien-
tist and Head, Forest Path-
ology Department, Kerala
Forest Research Institute,
Peechi, along with Ragh-
vendra Singh, Senior Assis-
tant Professor, Depart-
ment of Botany, Banaras
Hindu University, have
been published in the June
17th edition of Mycosphere
journal. 

Serious concerns
This marks the �rst record-
ed instance of the patho-
gen a�ecting D. bourdillo-
nii, raising serious
conservation concerns.

The fungus was identi�ed
based on morpho-cultural
characteristics and molec-
ular phylogenetic evi-
dence. 

Detection of the emerg-
ing leaf spot and blight dis-
ease highlights the urgent
need for disease surveil-
lance and integrated con-
servation strategies to pro-
tect one of Western Ghats’
most vulnerable rainforest
trees. “Dipterocarpus

bourdillonii (family: Dipte-
rocarpaceae) is a critically
endangered tree species
listed on the IUCN Red List.
Endemic to the Western
Ghats of India, it plays a vi-
tal ecological role in main-
taining rainforest canopy
structure and supporting
biodiversity. 

Economically, its hard-
wood is valued for con-
struction and furniture,
while its oleoresin (wood

oil) has traditional medici-
nal and industrial uses.
The emergence of this ad-
ditional biotic threat un-
derscores the urgent need
for conservation mea-
sures,” Mr. Kumar said.
The investigation using
morpho-molecular tools is
of signi�cant importance. 

Molecular identi�cation
ensures accurate pathogen
detection, overcoming the
limitations of morphology-
based methods and facili-
tating early diagnosis and
monitoring. 

This study is crucial for
understanding the diseas-
e’s epidemiology, guiding
e�ective disease manage-
ment strategies, and safe-
guarding this threatened
species. 

Additionally, it contri-
butes to forest health sur-
veillance and supports

both ex-situ and in-situ
conservation e�orts, Mr.
Kumar pointed out.

Corynespora cassiicola
is a widespread phytopath-
ogen causing leaf spots,
target spots, and blight dis-
eases in a wide range of
plant species, including
economically important
crops such as rubber, soy-
bean, tomato, cucumber,
cotton, besides medicinal
and ornamental plants. 

Humid climates
It thrives in warm, humid
climates and spreads
through conidia (spores
produced by fungi) via
wind, water, and human
activity. 

The pathogen impairs
photosynthesis, leading to
defoliation, reduced yield,
and plant death in severe
cases.

Management of the
pathogen involves the use
of resistant cultivars, cultu-
ral practices (e.g., proper
spacing and removal of in-
fected parts), and fungi-
cides such as mancozeb
and azoxystrobin. 
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The phytopathogen,
Corynespora cassiicola,
a highly aggressive
fungus, is known to
infect more than 530
plant species.
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