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DMK functionary accused of duping  
elderly woman of `3 L with job offer
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirunelveli

A 67-year-old woman from 
Palayamkottai filed a complaint 
against a DMK functionary 
stating that the functionary al-
legedly cheated her of  `3 lakh 
by promising a job for her son 
at the city corporation. 

S Savithri, a domestic worker 
residing in MGR Colony in her 
petition said that the function-

ary, who is associated with the 
DMK’s Central District Wom-
en’s wing, assured her that her 
son, Satheesh Kumar, an elec-
trician, would be appointed as 
an electrician in the corpora-
tion. “She visited our home and 
said that my son would have a 
job with a monthly salary of  
`60,000. Trusting her, we 
pledged our jewellery and paid 
her `3 lakh at a shot. However, 
even after two years, we did not 

receive a job offer or our money 
back.” She enquired at the cor-
poration office recently, and 
she was told that there were no 
vacancies available. Savithri 
further alleged that when she 
and her family approached the 
functionary to return the mon-
ey, the functionary and her son 
allegedly threatened them. “I 
request the authorities to take 
appropriate action to recover 
the money we paid.” 
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Corporation to 
install water 
meters in 
Thoothukudi

Used force to 
control drunk 
Ramesh: Cops

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Thoothukudi

METERS will be installed for 
domestic service connections 
to check water consumption 
and control water wastage, said 
mayor Jegan Periyasamy on 
Wednesday.  Water is drawn 
from the Thamirabarani river 
in Vallanadu and supplied to 
the corporation areas.

Speaking during a weekly 
grievance redressal meeting, 
the mayor said the corporation 
is supplying drinking water on 
a daily basis to the people in 10 
wards despite several challeng-
es including declining availa-
bility at the source in the 
Thamirabarani river bed at 
Vallanadu due to the summer. 
At present, 62 MLD (million li-
tres per day) is drawn from the 
Vallanadu water intake wells. 
In order to prevent wastage, the 
corporation has planned to in-
s t a l l  w at e r  m e t e r s,  h e 
explained.

Further, the mayor said the 
corporation has completed 90% 
of  road works in the city. “As 
many as 2,500 road stretches 
have been laid in the past three 
years while 997 road works of  
70 km long are in progress 
now”, he added.

Corporation commissioner 
Banoth Mrugender Lal and oth-
er of ficials attended the 
meeting.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

AFTER caning him, a case was 
registered under Section 296 of  
BNS for causing public distur-
bance, and he was released on 
station bail, sources said.  

The issue came out after a 
lawyer, who had visited the De-
vadanapatti police station on 
January 14 related to another 
case, filed an RTI request with 
the district police seeking the 
CCTV footage of  the station to 
establish his presence at the 
spot on January 14. The foot-
age was given to the lawyer af-
ter a month. When the lawyer 
checked the footage, it con-
tained shocking visuals of  
Ramesh being thrashed inside 
the station. On July 2, he shared 
the CCTV on social media, and 
the video went viral a few days 
later after the Thirupuvanam 
custodial death. Reacting to the 
controversy, the embattled 
Theni district police on 
Wednesday issued an official 
press release denying custodial 
torture and harassment, and 
claimed that the policemen 
were constrained to use force 
to control Ramesh as he was in 
an inebriated state at the time 
of  his arrest. An inquiry under 
an ASP has been ordered and 
based on his report, action will 
be taken, the release said. 

Accused were sending people to scam compound
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE 21-year-old English gradu-
ate working in a sweet shop 
was approached by Raj, Kiru-
ba, Anbarasan, Sathishkumar 
and Tamilselvan for procuring 
SIM cards for starting a ‘tele-
calling’ business.

When she agreed to help, 
they took her to a footwear 
shop where her biometrics and 
photograph were taken. The 
complainant said that she was 

requested to come to that place 
multiple times and 10 SIM 
cards were totally procured in 
her name.

Later, she heard from some 
relatives that the men had pro-
cured multiple SIM cards from 
many people in a similar man-
ner and sold it to one Sathiya-
moorthy for a profit.

Worried that the SIM cards 
issued in her name would be 
used in some crimes, she lodged 
a complaint with the cops. A 

case was registered by the Vil-
lupuram cybercrime police sta-
tion under sections for cheat-
ing and the IT Act.

Sathiyamoorthy, Raj, Kiruba, 
Anbarasan, Sathishkumar and 
Tamilselvan were arraigned as 
accused in the case.

In 2025, the case was trans-
ferred by the DGP in February 
to CB-CID, which began prob-
ing various links in the case 
and traced out six more ac-
cused, including Vignesh, Ran-

ganathan and one Mustaq 
Alam.

A probe by the CB-CID’s cy-
ber cell wing showed that the 
three accused had obtained 
SIM cards sourced by many 
middlemen like Sathiyamoor-
thy and sold it to an agent coor-
dinating with the Cambodian 
scam compounds. The agency 
has traced the sale of  2,600 SIM 
cards by this gang.

(Read full story on www.
newindianexpress.com) 

PDS home-delivery scheme to 
benefit 15L ration card holders
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

AS part of  the initiative, 10 
ration shops in the southern 
zone of  Chennai have been se-
lected to serve around 650 ra-
tion cardholders in areas 
such as Velachery, Saidapet, 
Jaffarkhanpet, Nesapakkam, 
and surrounding areas. 

The commodities under 
the pilot drive will be deliv-
ered before July 5.  

The initiative, expected to 
be formally launched by CM 
M K Stalin in a week or two, 
will benefit 15 lakh of  the to-
tal  2 .21  crore ration 
cardholders across all 
38 districts in the 
state. 

The pilot study is 
designed to identify 
and address challeng-
es in implementing the 
initiative, including trans-
porting goods from ration 
s h o p s  t o  b e n e f i c i a r i e s ’ 
homes, number of  houses to 
be covered per day, function-
ality of biometric and iris 
scanners, and public partici-
pation in the scheme. 

On Wednesday, a minivan 
from a fair price shop in 
Velachery taluk loaded with 
PDS goods entered the resi-
dential areas near 100 Feet 
Road in Velachery along with 
officials from the civil sup-
plies department and staff. 

The van was equipped with a 
weighing scale, a point-of-sale 
(PoS) machine, and the com-
modities. For those unable to 
authenticate using biomet-
rics, iris scanners will be 
used as an alternative. 

The ration shop employees 
weighed the rice and sugar in 
front of  the beneficiaries and 
delivered the items to them. 
During the delivery in Saida-
pet, several residents gath-
ered in front of  the vehicles 
requesting commodities. 

Particularly, those aged 
above 60 requested the staff  

to handover the entitle-
m e n t s  d u r i n g 
distribution. 

Similarly, in Velach-
ery,  a  few elderly 
women who have three 

to four members in 
their ration cards said 

that they are the ones who 
usually visit fair price shops 
to purchase commodities and 
requested that the home-de-
livery be extended to them as 
well. However, officials clari-
fied that the service is limited 
to select ration cardholders 
only.  

An official said, “To resolve 
issues related to biometric 
authentication, the finger-
print match threshold has 
been lowered from 90% to 
60%, which has reduced the 
time taken for verification.”

Three persons allegedly involved in illegal mining 
were buried alive following a landslide in the 
Bichakhandi-Dalapahad forest in Odisha’s 
Keonjhar district on late Tuesday evening

3 BURIED 
ALIVE

Siddu keen to retain CM post, DKS opts to support him
Party discipline paramount, will issue notice as  K’taka Cong chief to leaders making public statements on leadership change, says Shivakumar

BENGALURU/CHIKKABAL-
LAPURA: With Siddaramaiah 
asserting that he will be the 
Chief  Minister of  Karnataka 
for a full five-year term, Deputy 
CM D K Shivakumar on 
Wednesday said he has no ob-
jection and that he will standby 
and support the former.

Indicating that he had no op-
tion, he said, he will fulfill the 
directions of  the Congress high 
command. “What option I have? 
I have to stand by him, support 
him (Siddaramaiah). I don’t 
have any objection to it. What-
ever the party high command 
tells and whatever it desires, it 
will be fulfilled,” Shivakumar 
told reporters here in response 
to a question about the CM’s 
statement.

Asked whether the party is 

not backing him and that his 
supporters are rooting for him 
to become CM, citing his sacri-
fice for the party, he said, “I 
don’t want to discuss anything. 
Lakhs of  workers have sup-
ported this party. It is not only 
D K Shivakumar.”  
 Speaking to reporters in 
Chikkaballapura, CM Siddara-
maiah asserted that he will be 
in office for a full five-year 
term. There has been specula-
tion within political circles, es-
pecially within the ruling Con-
gress, for some time now about 
the Chief  Minister change later 
this year, citing power-sharing 
agreement involving Siddara-
maiah and Shivakumar.

There was stiff  competition 
between Siddaramaiah and 
Shivakumar for the chief  min-

ister’s post after the declaration 
of  Assembly election results in 
May 2023, and the Congress had 
managed to convince the latter 
and made him the Deputy CM.

There were some reports at 

the time that a compromise had 
been reached based on a “rota-
tional chief  minister formula,” 
according to which Shivaku-
mar will become CM after two-
and-half  years, but they have 

not been officially confirmed 
by the party.

Earlier in the day, Shivaku-
mar asserted that there is no 
disgruntlement within the rul-
ing Congress and when Siddar-
amaiah is there as the CM, 
there is no need for any discord 
on the leadership issue.

Shivakumar, who is also the 
state Congress president, while 
making it clear that party dis-
cipline is important, said that 
he has not asked anyone to 
make him the CM, and warned 
that notices will be issued to 
leaders who make public state-
ments on the leadership change 
issue.

 Tuesday, he issued a show 
cause notice to Ramanagara 
MLA H A Iqbal Hussain, who 
has been making statements 

that Shivakumar should be-
come the CM.

I have given notice to him. 
Will have to give notice to oth-
ers too. Discipline is important. 
I have not asked anyone to take 
my name, to make me CM. 
There is no need for it. When 
the CM (Siddaramaiah) is 
there, there is no need for any 
discord,” Shivakumar told re-
porters here.

Responding to a question 
that MLAs supporting him are 
demanding that Shivakumar 
should be made the CM, citing 
his hard work for the party, he 
said, “Everyone has worked 
hard. Hundreds of  people like 
me have worked hard. Am I 
alone? Lakhs of  party workers 
have worked hard. We have to 
think about them first.” PTI

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and DCM DK Shivakumar  arrive for the 
Cabinet meeting in Nandhi Hills on Wednesday |  NAGARAJA GADEKAL

Probe reveals SIM card sales
A probe showed that the three accused 
had obtained SIM cards sourced by many 
middlemen and sold it to an agent

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001) 
Corporate Identity Number : U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website : www.pspcl.in

(Phone No. 01881-275289) E-mail : se-hq-ggsstp-ropar@pspcl.in

E-Tender Enquiry No. 636/P-2/EMPW-13053 Dated 26.06.2025
Dy.Chief Engineer / Headquarter (Purchase Cell-2) GGSSTP, Rupnagar invites 
E-Tender ID No. 2025_POWER_143376_1 for In situ Repair of Bucket Wheel Drive 
Shaft of M/s Elecon make Stacker / Reclaimer No.3 of CHP.
For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in 
from 26.06.2025 onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

620/RTP-76/25/02/07/2025 
1079/12/2025-26/795

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

DIPR/3403/Tender/2025
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M 165/ 2025-26 CE/ MM Polycarbonate security seals

M 167/ 2025-26 CE/ MM 22KV Polymer Composite Pin Insulator

12/ 2025-26 SE/C/PCC
Procurement of 38000 Nos of 9.0m  

(150 Kg WL) RCC Square Poles to all Regions

13/ 2025-26 SE/C/PCC
Procurement of 29000 Nos of 9.0m  

(400 Kg WL) PSC Poles to all  
Distribution Regions

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / Opening, viewing 
and downloading of e-tenders, please visit the websites www.tnpdcl.org,  
www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in


