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A journey of love and perseverance

Plus-I seat shortage 
sparks crisis in Malabar, 
agitation intensifies

Man confesses 
to killing wife  
in Noolpuzha

G O P I K A  V A R R I E R  @Thrissur    

EVEN as the state highlights 
its welfare measures — from 
naming migrant labourers as 
‘guest workers’ to declaring the 
eradication of  extreme poverty 
— the life of  a couple in Thris-
sur tells a different story. Ma-
hadev and Pari, a middle-aged 
couple in Thrissur, hails from 
Jharkhand. For the past four 
years, this couple has walked 
14km back and forth every day, 
braving the rain and the scorch-
ing sun. They have only one 
aim – to find some food for their 
hungry stomachs. 

On some days, they depend 
on the ‘Manna’ hunger-free 
Thrissur campaign of  the cor-
poration. “We live under the 
flyover at Kuttanellur bypass. 
Every day, we start at 7am and 
return by noon. Though people 
used to donate cash, some steal 
money from us,” Mahadev told 
TNIE as Pari held his hand 
firmly. 

Pari is visually challenged 
and depends on Mahadev for 
walking and managing her dai-
ly chores. But it never stopped 
this couple from hitting the 

road on a daily basis and mak-
ing a living amidst adversities. 
The couple lost `300 to a thief  
who snatched it from Pari’s 
hand a couple of  days back. 

Due to his weak health condi-
tion, Mahadev couldn’t catch 
the thief  and didn’t lodge any 
complaint with the police. “We 
came to Kerala about 12 years 
back, looking for a job and with 
lot of  dreams,” shared Pari. 
They began their life working 
in a baking company in Kot-

tayam. Though he managed to 
find employment, Mahadev 
soon lost the job, pushing the 
family into extreme poverty. “I 
was also attacked by some peo-
ple and injured my toes. Whom 
do we lodge the complain 
against as we don’t know who 
did it,” asked Mahadev, who al-
ways has a smile on his face no 
matter whatever challenges life 
throws at him. Even as they 
struggle to feed themselves, the 
couple also rears two roosters, 
donated by some well-wishers. 

According to Vincent (name 
changed), an autorickshaw 
driver at Christopher Nagar, 
“the couple is a regular on this 
route. They walk from Kut-
tanellur Bypass through Pada-
varad road to Thrissur. They 
have been a decent couple who 
don’t even accept cash unneces-
sarily these days. Some days, 
they even hire an autorickshaw 
if  they are lucky to receive 
money from well wishers.” 

Though they still carry the 
wish to go back to their village 
in Jharkand, the lack of   
funds forces them to stay back 
i n  Ke r a l a ,  d e s p i t e  a l l 
difficulties. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode

DESPITE the state gov-
ernment’s decision to in-
crease Plus-I seats by 30% 
in 11 districts, including 
M a l a p p u r a m  a n d 
Kozhikode, shortage of  
seats continues in Mala-
bar. The move, aimed at ad-
dressing the growing de-
mand, has failed to 
bridge the widen-
ing gap between 
availability and 
need. 

Thousands of  
students are left 
without a clear path 
to higher secondary educa-
tion due to the lack of  
batches in certain streams, 
mainly Computer Science. 
In Malappuram alone, 
81,150 seats (including 
VHSE) have been made 
available, but 79,272 stu-
dents have already passed 
the SSLC exam, and this 
figure does not include 
CBSE students and appli-
cants from neighbouring 
districts. Kozhikode faces 
a similar crisis, with 43,697 

students qualifying for 
Plus-I, but seat crunch 
looms large. With admis-
sions from other boards 
and regions increasing the 
competition, a significant 
portion of  students are un-
able to secure admission to 
their preferred course or 
school. The government’s 
seat hike strategy has in-
volved increasing the stu-

dent limit per batch 
to 65, well above the 
recommended cap 
of  50 set by official 
committees. This 
has raised con-

cerns about quality 
of  education, strain 

on infrastructure, and im-
balances in the student-
teacher ratio.

Meanwhile, frustration 
has spilled into the streets, 
with the Kerala Students 
Union (KSU) district com-
mittee organising a block-
ade in front of  the Region-
al Deputy Director (RDD) 
office in Kozhikode on 
Tuesday, demanding the 
urgent sanctioning of  ad-
ditional batches in affect-
ed districts. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kalpetta

THE police have confirmed 
that 51-year-old Elizabeth of  
Noolpuzha, who was found 
dead inside her house, was 
murdered and that her hus-
band has confessed to the 
crime. Thomas Varghese, 56, 
who attempted suicide after 
killing his wife due to financial 
and health problems, confessed 
to the crime. Thomas was found 
with his wrist cut and his wife 
Elizabeth was found strangled 
to death inside the house on 
Monday.   

The police arrested the ac-
cused, who was undergoing 
treatment in a private hospital 
in Kozhikode and produced 
him before the court on Wednes-
day.   Thomas Varghese stated 
that he strangled his wife and 
tried to end his life due to men-
tal distress. He said he had se-
vere financial and health prob-
lems. The accused is a heart 
patient and runs a bakery. 

VAGARIES OF RAIN 
People near a canal bund at Cherpu in Thrissur, which overflew amid heavy rain |  S LAL

Collector warns forest officials of strict  
action if they block rehab of tribal families
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Thrissur 

DISTRICT Collector Arjun Pan-
dian warned forest officials of  
strict action, if  they block the 
procedures in connection with 
the rehabilitation of  tribal fami-
lies from Arekappu and Veer-
ankudi Unnathi to Maramkode 
in Kodassery panchayat.        

State-level monitoring com-
mittee chaired by Chief  Secre-
tary had issued order permit-
ting the rehabilitation of  tribal 
families from Veerankudi and 
Arekappu following which the 
tribal people came to the place 
to clear shrubs from the land 
and build temporary shafts. 
However, as they began the 
work on Monday, some forest of-
ficials asked them to stop it fol-
lowing which the tribal people 
returned to their Unnathi. Fol-
lowing this, the collector visited 
the place on Tuesday and urged 
the forest officials to cooperate 
with the whole process.

The state government has al-
located 103 acre land at Maram-
kode in Kodassery panchayat 
for rehabilitation of  43 families 
from Arekappu and Veerankudi 
Unnathi. 

The tribal people in Veer-
ankudi were hit by landslide 
during the 2018 deluge and they 
were temporarily staying in 
make-shift tents at Njandukoot-
tanpara near Malakkappara. 
While the tribal people in Areka-
ppu live  in interior forest with 
no basic facilities. And due to 
the increasing wild animal men-
ace and lack of  roads, they also 
agreed to be shifted to a safer re-
gion in the forest fringe. Thus, 
the land at Maramkode was 
identified.    

“Though the families in Veer-
ankudi had sought land rights 

for the place where they stay 
now, it was denied as geologists 
and soil conservation depart-
ment reported the land as frag-
ile and not so safe for long-term 
settlement. Hence, rehabilitat-
ing them to a safer place is nec-
essary and the process is in final 
stage. Through this step, long-
pending issues of  tribal people 
in Thrissur district will be re-
solved,” the collector said. 

The collector had also visited 
the tribal families in Athirap-
pilly panchayat in April 2025 
and had discussed the rehabili-
tation efforts under way.

Jawahar Navodaya  
School admission
Thrissur: Applications are invited from 
eligible students to join Class 6 at Jawahar 
Navodaya school in Thrissur for the 
academic year 2026-27. Students who 
presently study in Class 5 can apply 
through the Jawahar Navodaya website. 
The last date for application is September 
27, 2025. 

SN Puram panchayat  
opens yoga training centre
Thrissur: Sreenarayanapuram panchayat 
president M S Mohanan on Wednesday 
inaugurated the yoga training centre at 
Government Homoeopathy Dispensary 
Ayush Health and Wellness Centre. The 
yoga centre was constructed spending  
Rs 17.5 lakh 

Tribal people from Arekappu and Veerankudi with the district collector at Maramkode

Union govt plans direct paddy 
procurement in Kerala via NCCF
Procurement to begin in select areas of Palakkad & Thrissur; 50K tonnes target in first phase

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Palakkad

IN a major policy shift, the Cen-
tral government is learnt to be 
preparing to initiate direct pad-
dy procurement from farmers 
in Kerala through the National 
Cooperative Consumers’ Fed-
eration of  India (NCCF), effec-
tively bypassing the state’s ex-
isting procurement framework 
led by Supplyco. The move, cur-
rently in its feasibility stage, 
was confirmed after a team led 
by NCCF managing director 
Anees Joseph Chandra visited 
Palakkad and conducted dis-
cussions with farmers from 
both Palakkad and Thrissur 
districts. The team collected 
consent letters from over 500 
farmers across five panchayats, 
signalling the Centre’s intent to 
establish an alternative pro-
curement system in the state.

According to sources, the 
procurement will begin in se-
lect areas of  Palakkad and 
Thrissur, with a target of  col-
lecting 50,000 tonnes of  paddy 
in the first phase. Farmers have 
been promised payment within 
seven days of  procurement, 
with a full settlement guaran-
teed within fifteen days.

At present, paddy procure-
ment in Kerala is managed by 
Supplyco, which offers farmers 
`28.20 per kg, including a ` 5.20 
per kg contribution from the 
state government. NCCF is ex-

pected to procure at the same 
base rate, but has also hinted 
that it may offer a higher price 
for export-grade paddy, based 
on quality standards.

This significant development 
follows high-level discussions 
between BJP state leaders and 
Union ministers. BJP state gen-
eral secretary C Krishnakumar 
and party president Rajeev 
Chandrasekhar are believed to 
have raised concern over the 
current procurement bottle-
necks with Union Ministers 
Pralhad Joshi (Food and Public 
Distribution) and George Kuri-
an (Cooperation). Following 
these talks, the Centre moved to 
authorise NCCF for procure-
ment duties in Kerala.

The move has triggered strong 
reactions from Kerala’s Agricul-
ture and Civil Supplies depart-
ments, both of  which were not 
informed about the Centre’s de-
cision. Senior state officials 
warned that since NCCF has no 

formal agreement with the 
state, farmers selling their pad-
dy to the federation may lose the 
`5.20 state subsidy per kilogram. 
“NCCF has no MoU with the 
Kerala government. If  farmers 
supply paddy to this agency, 
they won’t receive the state’s 
share of  the procurement price.
This crucial aspect has not been 
communicated transparently to 
the farming community,” said a 
top Civil Supplies Department 
official. Furthermore, NCCF 
will reportedly procure only 
graded paddy that meets export 
standards, potentially disquali-
fying a large number of  small 
and marginal farmers who typi-
cally sell lower-grade or unproc-
essed paddy to Supplyco.

Currently, nearly 90% of  the 
paddy produced in Palakkad 
and Thrissur is procured by 
Supplyco. However, the procure-
ment mechanism has been un-
der severe strain due to a delay 

in Central assistance. Kerala 
claims that the Centre owes Rs 
1,108 crore in arrears towards 
the food subsidy for paddy pro-
curement. In the absence of  
timely Central funds, the state 
government has been bearing 
the entire financial burden, re-
sulting in delays in farmer 
payments.

The Centre’s latest move, 
many believe, is politically mo-
tivated and designed to under-
cut the state’s public distribu-
tion infrastructure and 
highlight alleged inefficiencies. 
Critics argue that parallel pro-
curement without clear coordi-
nation or policy alignment could 
create chaos in the supply chain 
and confuse farmers about 
where to sell their produce.

Farmers, meanwhile, said 
that the Centre’s decision to en-
trust NCCF with direct procure-
ment responsibilities marks a 
critical shift in Kerala’s agrari-
an economy. While it may intro-
duce competitive procurement 
and quicker payments in theory, 
the lack of  transparency, poten-
tial exclusion of  vulnerable 
farmers, and bypassing of  state 
mechanisms raise serious con-
cerns. Unless there is a formal 
agreement and collaboration 
between the Centre and the 
state, Kerala’s paddy procure-
ment system may face further 
disruption in the coming har-
vest season, according to 
farmers.

Offers  higher price for 
export-grade paddy

NCCF is expected to procure at 
the same base rate, but has also 
hinted that it may offer a higher 
price for export-grade paddy, 
based on quality standards

Move triggers strong reactions 
from Kerala’s Agriculture and Civil 
Supplies departments, both of 
which were not informed about 
the Centre’s decision

Mahadev and Pari

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Pinarayi Vijayan @pinarayivijayan
The unholy nexus between Congress and RSS - active even during the Emergency - contin-
ues to this day. This longstanding diabolic pact is well-documented in ‘How Prime Ministers 
Decide’ by veteran journalist  @neerjachowdhury. Spoke about this at today’s press confer-
ence in the context of the ongoing smear campaign against @cpimspeak in Kerala.
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