
npBriefs Day 2 of Waqf Bill 
debate turns fiery

WAR OF WORDS: After marathon discussion in Lok Sabha, Waqf Amendment Bill reaches Upper House 

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

The Waqf Amendment Bill 
2025, which was passed by the 
Lok Sabha following an over 12-
hour discussion on Wednes-
day, reached the Rajya Sabha 
on Thursday where while in-
troducing it Union Minority 
Affairs minister Kiren Rijiju 
claimed that the amended law 
will benefit “poor Muslims”. He 

added that the Bill would be re-
named as “UMEED” (hope) 
which would be an acronym 
for Unified Waqf Management 
Empowerment Efficiency and 
Development Bill. 

Speaking on the Bill, which 
was passed with 288 MPs vot-
ing in its favour and 232 
against in the Lok Sabha, Rijiju 
reiterated that the Waqf Bill 
would only help increase the 
revenue from Waqf proper-

ties and thereby help the poor 
Muslims financially. 

During the discussion on 
the Bill, BJP president and 
Leader of House J.P. Nadda 
supported it saying it was for 
the nation and not for vote-
bank politics. He exuded con-
fidence that the lawmakers 
would support the Bill saying 
its primary objective was to 
improve management of Waqf 
properties. 

MANDYA (KARNATAKA)  
Four of  
family killed 
In a tragic incident, four 
people were killed on the 
spot after their car was hit 
by a luxury Karnataka 
State Road Transport Cor-
poration bus, Airavat, on 
the Bengaluru-Mysuru Ex-
pressway here on Thurs-
day.  The accident 
occurred at the highway 
exit near Tubinakere vil-
lage, close to Mandya city. 
 
CHANDIGARH  

Haryana drug 
crackdown  
Haryana Police has 
launched a crackdown on 
drug smugglers in one of 
its "most resolute" anti-
drug operations till date, 
an official statement said 
here on Thursday. A live, 
dynamic list of 860 notori-
ous drug smugglers, each 
with three or more Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances Act 
cases in the past decade 
has been circulated to all 
field units across the state. 
 
MEDININAGAR 

Maoist 
arrested 
A Maoist with Rs 1 lakh 
bounty on his head was ar-
rested in Jharkhand's Pa-
lamu district, police said 
on Thursday. Subhash 
Yadav alias Jiblal Yadav, a 
member of the Tritiya 
Sammelan Prastuti Com-
mittee (TSPC) -- a splinter 
group of CPI(Maoist), was 
arrested from Turigdar hill 
in Nawa Bazar police sta-
tion area on Wednesday 
night, they said. The Bihar 
government had an-
nounced a bounty of Rs 1 
lakh on his head, they 
added. 
 
NEW DELHI 

Illegal B’deshi 
national held 
The anti-snatching cell of 
the Delhi Police appre-
hended an illegal Bangla-
deshi migrant from the 
city's Mahipalpur area and, 
after investigation, handed 
him over to the deport-
ation cell of the Foreigners 
Regional Registration Of-
fice (FRRO).  
 
SHIMLA 

Rs 267 crore 
sanctioned  
Public Works Minister Vikra-
maditya Singh on Thursday 
said the Centre has sanc-
tioned Rs 267 crore for vari-
ous projects, including 
national highways, in Hima-
chal Pradesh. A total capital 
expenditure request of Rs 
1,400 crore was submitted to 
the Union government for 
the financial year 2025-26, 
out of which Rs 267 crore 
has been released in the first 
phase, he said. 
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Kharge: Thakur 
should resign if 
he can't prove 
allegations 
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

Leader of Opposition in the 
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge 
on Thursday hit back at Anurag 
Thakur for hurling "wild allega-
tions" at him, and dared the BJP 
MP to prove the charges or else 
resign. Referring to certain re-
marks made by Thakur in the 
Lok Sabha on Wednesday dur-
ing the discussion on the Waqf 
bill, the Congress president said 
the remarks have damaged his 
reputation. Thakur's remarks 
have been expunged from the 
records. Several opposition 
parties also staged a walkout 
from the House on the issue. 
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar 
observed that constitutionally 
highly positioned persons have 
been subjected to insinuations 
with no remorse. He empha-
sised that parties have to take re-
sponsibility for how to rectify 
and save their reputations 
Raising the issue during the 
morning session in the Rajya 
Sabha, Kharge said his life has al-
ways been an open book, and he 
has always upheld the highest 
values in public life. 

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day refused to relax the ban im-
posed on the manufacture, 
storage and sale on firecrackers 
in Delhi-NCR noting air pollu-
tion levels had remained alarm-
ing for a considerable time. 

A bench of Justices Abhay S 
Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan said a large section of the population 

worked on streets and was the 
worst affected by pollution. 

"Several orders passed by 
this court during last six 
months bring on the record the 
horrible situation with which 
prevailed in Delhi due to very 
high levels of air 
pollution...Right to health is an 
essential part of Article 21 of the 
constitution so is the Right to 
live in a pollution free atmos-
phere," the court said. 

Unless the court was satisfied 
that the pollution due to the "so-
called" green crackers was bare 
minimum, there was no ques-
tion of reconsidering the pre-
vious orders, it added. 

The top court said the orders 
passed from time to time would 
indicate that the directions and 
ban on the use of firecrackers 
was warranted by an "extra-
ordinary situation" created in 
Delhi.

Thunderstorms, 
gusty winds 
likely in Andhra 
for three days 
PTI 
VIJAYAWADA 

The India Meteorological De-
partment on Thursday fore-
cast thunderstorms 
accompanied by lightning in 
parts of Andhra Pradesh for 
three days, from April 3 to 5. 

It predicted thunderstorms 
at isolated places in North 
Coastal Andhra Pradesh 
(NCAP), Yanam, South Coastal 
Andhra Pradesh (SCAP), and 
Rayalaseema. "Gusty winds 
with speeds of up to 40-50 km 
per hour are likely at isolated 
places over NCAP, Yanam, 
SCAP, and Rayalaseema. Maxi-
mum temperatures are ex-
pected to drop by two to three 
degrees Celsius in Rayala-
seema," the Met Department 
said in a press release, forecast-
ing weather conditions for 
Thursday and Friday. It pre-
dicted similar weather for Sat-
urday but said the maximum 
temperatures could rise by two 
to three degrees Celsius over 
NCAP, Yanam, and SCAP. 

PTI 
PALGHAR 

A marriage invitation card 
has helped police in solving a 
case of robbery in Maharash-
tra's Palghar district, with the 
victim's brother found to be 
involved in the crime, an offi-
cial said on Thursday. 

The incident took place on 
March 28 near Vavar village 
in Jawhar, he said. 

The victim, Boru Khandu 
Binnar (30), resident of Kho-
dala in Mokhada taluka here, 
was travelling in a pickup van 
when three unidentified per-
sons flagged him down 
under the pretext that their 
motorbike had broken down, 
District Superintendent of 
Police Balasaheb Patil said. 

Believing their plea for 
help, the man asked his van 
driver to halt to assist them. 

The robbers then threw 
chilli powder into the eyes of 
the man and the van driver 

and took away Rs 6,85,500 in 
cash kept behind the driver's 
seat. They also threatened 
the man with dire con-
sequences before fleeing, the 
official said. 

Biswajeet Banerjee 
LUCKNOW 

As the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) approaches its cen-
tenary year, the organization has 
laid out an ambitious plan to ex-
pand its branches, deepen 

grassroots connections, and 
mobilize public participation for 
a stronger India. The outreach 
campaign, running from No-
vember 2025 to January 2026, 
aims to connect with every 
household and village across the 
country. The RSS leadership has 
stressed that the organization’s 
expansion will be crucial in con-
solidating nationalist ideals and 

reinforcing its ideological frame-
work at the ground level. 

In a recent coordination 
meeting held in Ghaziabad, at-
tended by Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, senior RSS function-
aries, and key BJP leaders, strat-
egies were discussed to ensure 
seamless collaboration between 
the Sangh and the ruling party. 
The meeting assumed signifi-

cance in the backdrop of BJP’s 
performance in the 2024 gen-
eral elections, where its seat tally 
in Uttar Pradesh saw a sharp de-
cline. The discussions revolved 
around the need to mobilize the 
cadre more effectively, enhance 
outreach among different social 
groups, and maintain a unified 
approach on core ideological is-
sues. 

Absolutely necessary: SC refuses 
to relax ban on firecrackers

Not everybody can 
afford an air purifier 
at their residence 
or place of work to 
fight pollution 
n SC Bench 

Wedding card 
helps police crack 
robbery case 

MYSTERY  
UNRAVELED 

During the investiga-
tion at the crime 
scene, the police 

found traces of chilli 
powder, and an usual 
piece of evidence - a mar-
riage invitation card in 
which the chilli powder 
was wrapped, the official 
said. The police tracked 
down a person whose 
name was mentioned on 
the invitation, and found 
him to be involved in the 
robbery. Later, three 
other culprits were also 
nabbed, he said, adding 
the four were taken into 
custody over the last 
couple of days. 

CENTENARY YEAR: RSS launches 
nationwide outreach drive to expand reach 

CENTENARY YEAR

DASHBOARD 
n West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Thursday accused 
the BJP of introducing 
the Waqf Amendment 
Bill to "divide the 
country" and promised 
to reverse it through an 
amendment if a new 
government comes to 
power at the Centre. 

n Two key JD(U) leaders 
Mohammed Qasim An-
sari & Mohammad Ash-
raf Ansari resigned from 
the party over party's 
support to passing of the 
Waqf Amendment Bill.

Uddhav once 
again abandoned 
Hindutva,  
Balasaheb's 
ideology: Eknath  

 
IANS 
MUMBAI 

Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister and Shiv Sena chief 
Eknath Shinde on Thursday 
criticised Shiv Sena-UBT presi-
dent Uddhav Thackeray for vot-
ing against the Waqf 
(Amendment) Bill-2025 in the 
Lok Sabha, saying his action 
proves that he has abandoned 
Hindutva and Balasaheb Thack-
eray's ideology. Responding to 
Thackeray's statement that his 
party's opposition was against 
corruption and not the bill, 
Deputy Chief Minister Shinde 
said, "Wednesday was truly an 
unfortunate day for Shiv Sena-
UBT." By voting against Waqf, 
Uddhav committed a bigger 
crime than the compromise he 
made for the sake of power in 
2019, he said.  

Congress made Muslim women second-grade citizens: Nadda  

Leader of the House in the Rajya Sabha J P Nadda on Thursday accused the Con-
gress of making Muslim women second-grade citizens during its rule at the 
Centre. Participating in a debate on the Waqf (Amendment) Bill in the Upper 

House of Parliament, the BJP leader said the Narendra Modi government brought Mus-
lim women into the mainstream by banning the practice of triple talaq. 

Biswajeet Banerjee 
LUCKNOW 

Following the passage of the 
Waqf Amendment Bill, nearly 
98% of waqf properties in 
Uttar Pradesh face uncer-
tainty. A significant number of 
these properties have yet to be 
recorded in revenue records. 
With the new law, decision-
making authority on these 
properties will shift from the 
Waqf Board to the respective 
district magistrates. Addi-
tionally, the 57,792 government 
properties claimed by the 
Waqf Board will also now fall 
outside its jurisdiction. 

Since independence, the 
issue of waqf properties in 
Uttar Pradesh has been 
marred by irregularities. A 
confidential report from the 
state’s Minority Welfare De-
partment reveals that even 
public utility lands have been 
wrongfully registered as waqf 
properties. Cases have sur-
faced in several districts, in-
cluding Rampur and Hardoi, 
where private land was erron-

eously listed as waqf property. 
Moving forward, disputes 
concerning these properties 
will be adjudicated by district 
magistrates, based on revenue 
records from the agricultural 
year 1359 (1952). 

98% of Waqf 
properties in Uttar 
Pradesh at risk

AIMPLB TO 
CHALLENGE 
BILL IN COURT 

Maulana Khalid 
Rasheed Firangi 
Mahali, a 

member of the All India 
Muslim Personal Law 
Board, has stated that if 
the bill is approved in the 
Rajya Sabha, the board 
will challenge it in court. 
"We are hopeful of get-
ting justice, as our posi-
tion is aligned with 
constitutional facts," he 
said. He expressed dis-
appointment that parties 
such as Nitish Kumar’s 
Janata Dal (United) and 
Chandrababu Naidu’s 
Telugu Desam Party did 
not oppose the bill as ex-
pected. 

Congress workers raise slogans during a protest rally 
against the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, in Kolkata

HYDERABAD: Normal life 
was thrown out of gear due to 
moderate to heavy rainfall in 
several parts of Telangana on 
Thursday. 

Narayanpur in Yadadri-
Bhuvanagiri district received 
97.8 mm of rainfall, followed 

by 91 mm at the GHMC head 
office locality in Hyderabad, 
the Telangana State Devel-
opment Planning Society said. 

The downpour led to 
waterlogging, uprooted trees 
and traffic snarls in multiple 
locations in the city. 

Heavy rains disrupt 
normal life across T’gana
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