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WEATHERWATCH
D
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)

Forecast for Friday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated
places over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Sikkim, Sub Him-
alayan West Bengal, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal. Heat wave conditions likely at isol-
ated places over west Rajasthan, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......33.2...... 25.0 Kozhikode ....................... —......36.0...... 27.2
Ahmedabad............. —......38.8...... 29.0 Kurnool .............................3......37.0...... 24.7
Aizawl ...................... —......31.2...... 20.2 Lucknow.......................... —......42.4...... 26.2
Allahabad ................ —......44.4...... 26.7 Madurai ........................62.5......39.8...... 26.6
Bengaluru................ —......31.4...... 20.3 Mangaluru....................... —......33.7...... 26.4
Bhopal ....................0.8......37.3...... 25.6 Mumbai ........................... —......34.4...... 26.0
Bhubaneswar .......... —......39.2...... 27.2 Mysuru............................1.6......34.2...... 22.0
Chandigarh.............. —......41.7...... 25.3 New Delhi........................ —......40.6...... 25.4
Chennai ................... —......36.8...... 28.9 Patna............................... —......40.5...... 28.3
Coimbatore ...............7......35.6...... 24.0 Port Blair .........................13......31.0...... 25.1
Dehradun................. —......38.3...... 21.5 Puducherry ..................... —......35.6...... 26.4
Gangtok ...................29......20.1...... 15.9 Pune ................................ —......37.7...... 25.6
Goa........................... —......35.0...... 29.0 Raipur.............................. —......41.2...... 29.8
Guwahati .................13......29.4...... 21.5 Ranchi ............................. —......37.9...... 26.4
Hubballi ................... —......33.0...... 24.0 Shillong ...........................18......23.0...... 14.0
Hyderabad.................2......35.6...... 22.8 Shimla ............................. —......30.8...... 19.8
Imphal ..................... —......30.6...... 21.6 Srinagar........................... —......30.0...... 13.0
Jaipur ...................... —......42.4...... 27.0 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......34.9...... 26.6
Kochi.......................0.8......33.0...... 26.2 Tiruchi ............................. —......37.9...... 24.4
Kohima .................... —......22.2...... 17.1 Vijayawada...................... —......39.6...... 29.6
Kolkata .................... —......37.4...... 29.0 Visakhapatnam................ —......35.8...... 29.4
(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday
CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Jhunjhunu,
Rajasthan recorded an
overall air quality index
(AQI) score of 337
indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Madikeri,
Karnataka recorded a
healthy AQI score of 21

Ahmedabad ..... ...9 ..96 22 ... 125 ...133 ......*
Bengaluru ........ ...9 ....4 22 ..... 34 ...138 ......*
Chennai............ .15 ..25 35 ..... 76 ....62 ......*
Delhi ................. .32 ..30 22 ... 325 ...410 ......*
Hyderabad ....... ...8 ..65 39 ..... 42 ....62 ......*
Kolkata............. ...5 ..19 24 ..... 74 ....77 ......*
Lucknow........... .13 ..59 57 ... 262 ...214 ......*
Mumbai ............ .38 ..60 ..2 ..... 38 ...176 ......*
Pune ................. .16 ..56 76 ..... 60 ....65 ......*
Visakhapatnam ...8 ..64 32 ..... 70 ...111 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)
SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing diff�icult. It
can aff�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.
NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.
CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.
PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

Two offi�cers of the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) have been charged
with murder after they al-
legedly drove with a young
man clutching the bonnet
of their car for over a kilo-
metre before he was
thrown off� and then fatally
knocked down by the vehi-
cle in a suspected case of
road rage at Nayathodu,
near the Kochi airport on
Wednesday.

The accused are CISF in-
spector Vinay Kumar Das,
28, and constable Mohan
Kumar, 31, both residents
of Bihar and posted at the
Kochi airport. The victim
was identifi�ed as Ivin Jijo,
25, of Thuravoor, near An-
gamaly. He was a chef with
a fl�ight catering service
and was on his way to re-
port for his night shift.

“We have the two ac-
cused under surveillance
and are collecting further
evidence. We are verifying
eyewitness accounts,
CCTV footage, as well as a
video shot by the victim. A
fi�rst information report
(FIR) has been registered.
Whether the accused were
under the infl�uence of al-
cohol remains to be veri-
fi�ed,” said District Police
Chief (Ernakulam Rural) M.
Hemalatha.

According to the FIR,
the cars of the victim and
the accused brushed
against each other while
travelling along a narrow
road, triggering a verbal
duel. Meanwhile, the CISF
suspended both the ac-
cused from service and or-
dered an inquiry.

Two CISF men
booked after
man killed 
in ‘road rage’ 

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

T he Supreme Court
on Thursday gave
the State of Telan-

gana a choice between res-
toring the ruined acres of
Kancha Gachibowli forest
where trees were felled for
an IT infrastructure project
during an extended wee-
kend or face the prospect
of its Chief Secretary and
“half a dozen offi�cials” be-
ing sent to a “temporary
prison”.

“It is for the State to
make a choice between
restoring the forest or hav-
ing the Chief Secretary and

offi�cials in prison,” Chief
Justice B.R. Gavai stated
fi�rmly on Thursday.

Senior advocate A.M.
Singhvi, appearing for Te-
langana, said the State de-
served its day in court to
persuade that IT and ecol-
ogy could go together. 

“We have always been
advocates of sustainable
development. But the
question here is the felling
of thousands of trees” the
Chief Justice reacted.

Forest Survey report
Mr. Singhvi maintained
that “thousands” of trees
were not cut. “We have
seen the photographs,”

Chief Justice Gavai
responded.

Amicus curiae, senior
advocate K. Parameshwar,
drew the attention of the
court to a fi�nding in a For-

est Survey of India report
that out of the 104 acres
cut in two nights, over 60%
had been moderately and
heavily dense forest. “So
there is a very clear fi�nd-

ing,” Mr. Parameshwar
submitted.

The State had previous-
ly denied the land was a
forest. The claim sprung
up only after developmen-
tal activities commenced
following the allotment of
the land. Mr. Singhvi said
the intention of the State
was bona fi�de.

“If your intention was
bona fi�de, why did you
start the felling of the trees
at the beginning of a long
weekend when courts
were closed? ” Chief Justice
Gavai responded.

The court scheduled the
case for further hearing on
July 23.

Restore Kancha Gachibowli forest or
risk jail for offi�cials: SC to Telangana

Nature’s loss: Excavators used by the State government seen in the
400-acre land in Kancha Gachibowli, in Hyderabad last month. PTI

Supreme Court raps State authorities over illegal deforestation; IT infrastructure and ecology could go hand in hand, argues
State’s counsel; Chief Justice Gavai asks why felling of trees was initiated during a long weekend when courts were closed

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Azim Premji Founda-
tion (APF) on Thursday an-
nounced the Azim Premji
Scholarship for up to 2.5
lakh girl students from go-
vernment schools across 18
States for pursuing higher
education.

A scholarship of
₹�30,000 will be given an-
nually to girl students who
have passed their 10th and
12th exams in government
schools and have received
admission in a bona fi�de
higher education institu-
tion (HEI). These bona fi�de

HEIs will include govern-
ment HEIs and selective
private HEIs. The scholar-
ship will continue till the
girl’s college/university
programme, as long as she
successfully continues in
the programme. “There is
no additional criteria or
eligibility for the candi-
dates. We are not conduct-
ing any exams or checking
the fi�nancial backgrounds
of the students,” said Anu-
rag Behar, the Chief Execu-
tive Offi�cer of the Azim
Premji Foundation. 

The application process
for 2025-26 will start in
September 2025.

2.5 lakh girl students
to get APF scholarship
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A 44-year-old rubber tap-
per, Gafoor Ali, was
mauled to death by a tiger
while working at a planta-
tion at Adakkakundu, near
Kalikavu, in the eastern
part of Malappuram dis-
trict on Thursday morning.

Gafoor Ali from Kalla-
moola in Chokad grama
panchayat was about to
start tapping work at a rub-
ber plantation when the
tiger attacked him from be-
hind. His co-worker Samad
who was with him fl�ed for
safety as the tiger pounced

on Gafoor and dragged
him away. A joint search by
the forest and police offi�c-
ers found Gafoor’s body in
a bushy area 200 metres
behind the rubber
plantation.

Local residents, angered
by the tiger attack, refused
to let Gafoor’s body be re-
moved from the spot. They
accused the forest staff� of
ignoring their repeated
complaints in the past sev-
eral months about the
threat of wild animals, in-
cluding tigers, leopards
and elephants. 

“The forest staff� did not
even install a trap or cage

to capture the wild cat,”
said a local resident.

Meanwhile, a couple of
kumki elephants were
brought to Nilambur to
capture the tiger. A team of
forest veterinary surgeons
also reached Kalikavuto
join the anti-tiger drive. 

A.P. Anil Kumar, MLA of
Wandoor, held talks with
the agitating residents and
assured them immediate
action. Forest Minister A.K.
Saseendran said the go-
vernment would release
the fi�rst tranche of the ex
gratia payment, estimated
at ₹�10 lakh, to the next of
kin of Gafoor immediately.

Tiger kills man in Kerala rubber
plantation, residents hold stir
The Hindu Bureau
MALAPPURAM
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