
Telangana Panchayat Raj and Rural Development
Minister Dansari Anasuya (Seethakka) has urged
the Centre to stop Operation Kagar and hold
peace talks with the outlawed Communist Party
of India (Maoists). Representatives of Bharat
Bachao organisation, including Gade Innaiah and
M.F. Gopinath, met with Ms. Dansari Anasuya at
Praja Bhavan in Hyderabad on Tuesday,
appealing for her intervention to stop the
Operation Kagar.

Seethakka calls upon Centre 
to stop Operation Kagar 
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy rain likely at isolated places over

Assam, Meghalaya and Odisha. Thunderstorms with gusty winds

likely at isolated places over Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Bihar,

Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim, West Bengal, Chhattis-

garh, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Karnataka, Kerala and Mahe 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ...................18......32.2...... 22.0 Kozhikode .........................1......36.6...... 26.0

Ahmedabad............. —......44.8...... 26.6 Kurnool ........................... —......40.6...... 28.2

Aizawl .....................2.5......30.0...... 21.2 Lucknow.......................... —......35.4...... 22.0

Allahabad ................ —......37.2...... 24.4 Madurai .............................2......37.2...... 26.5

Bengaluru................ —......34.2...... 24.0 Mangaluru......................0.1......34.0...... 25.6

Bhopal ..................... —......41.8...... 26.7 Mumbai ........................... —......33.8...... 25.3

Bhubaneswar .......... —......36.7...... 21.0 Mysuru............................. —......34.0...... 23.0

Chandigarh.............. —......35.9...... 26.6 New Delhi........................ —......37.5...... 24.5

Chennai ................... —......35.1...... 28.3 Patna..............................0.6......30.3...... 22.9

Coimbatore ............. —......37.0...... 25.0 Port Blair ......................... —......32.8...... 25.8

Dehradun................. —......34.3...... 20.8 Puducherry ..................... —......35.2...... 27.4

Gangtok ...................11......19.6...... 11.0 Pune ................................ —......42.0...... 25.7

Goa........................... —......37.0...... 28.0 Raipur.............................0.4......38.5...... 22.8

Guwahati .................13......26.0...... 20.7 Ranchi ............................. —......32.0...... 18.0

Hubballi ................... —......40.0...... 23.0 Shillong ...........................41......18.2...... 13.6

Hyderabad............... —......38.2...... 26.2 Shimla ............................. —......28.2...... 17.6

Imphal ..................... —......24.1...... 21.0 Srinagar........................... —......30.8........ 9.4

Jaipur ...................... —......39.0...... 27.0 Thiruvananthapuram ............2......33.0...... 25.6

Kochi........................23......33.0...... 23.8 Tiruchi ............................. —......38.1...... 27.4

Kohima ....................12......21.7...... 14.1 Vijayawada...................... —......39.5...... 27.6

Kolkata ....................17......32.7...... 19.8 Visakhapatnam................ —......35.1...... 27.9

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Baran,

Rajasthan recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 298

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Cuddalore,

Tamil Nadu recorded a

healthy AQI score of 22

Ahmedabad ..... .17 ..62 .33 ...138 ...142 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ..— ..17 .40 ...143 ...129 ......*

Chennai............ .15 ..17 .30 .....41 ....49 ......*

Delhi ................. .24 ..38 .47 ...220 ...233 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .11 ..76 .30 .....58 ....66 ......*

Kolkata............. ...6 ..48 .27 .....78 ....77 ......*

Lucknow........... .10 ..36 .45 ...124 ...194 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...8 ..34 .18 .....65 ....84 ......*

Pune ................. .42 ..10 100 ...233 .....— ......*

Visakhapatnam .11 ..27 .16 .....39 ....79 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

The Karnataka High Court on Tuesday extended
till June 15, the deadline given to the transport
technology aggregators Rapido, Ola, and Uber for
stopping their bike taxi services. “On a complete
reading of the circumstances and the grounds
urged, this court is inclined to extend the time
period until June 15, so that there is no
precipitation and there is a reasonable
opportunity to all,” the court said while
modifying its April 2 directions.

Deadline to stop bike taxi
operations extended till June

INBRIEF
�

A court in Kerala sent rapper Vedan to a two-day
custody of the Forest department on Tuesday,
after he was booked on various charges,
including illegal possession of wildlife articles.
Kodanad forest o�cials produced him before the
court after his arrest for possessing a suspected
leopard tooth. On Monday, the singer and eight
of his friends were arrested after nearly 6 gm of
suspected ganja was recovered from his
apartment. He was released on bail later.

Rapper Vedan arrested for
possession of ‘leopard tooth’

A
six-year-old girl
who was bitten by a
stray dog a month

ago died of rabies at the
Government Medical Col-
lege Hospital (MCH), Koz-
hikode, on Tuesday des-
pite having received the
anti-rabies vaccine. 

The girl, Ziya Faris from
Peruvallur, near Calicut
University, in the district,
was mauled by the dog on
March 29 when she
stepped out of her house to
get sweets. She was bitten
on the head and limbs. Zi-
ya received the rabies vac-
cine and treatment for the
wounds at the MCH. Her

father, Salman Faris, said
she was discharged after
the vaccination and her
wounds were dressed
again during a follow-up
visit.

Ziya developed fever six
days ago and tested posi-

tive for rabies. She spent
six days in the intensive
care unit at the MCH be-
fore dying of rabies.

Ziya’s family alleged
lapses in treatment at the
MCH. But the hospital
authorities denied the alle-

gations saying that they
had followed the proper
protocol. 

The bite wound on her
head might have directly
impacted Ziya’s brain, pos-
sibly making the rabies in-
fection more severe and
causing her death, say
MCH doctors.

The incident has set o�
alarm bells in Kerala,
which has already report-
ed 12 deaths from rabies in
2025. According to the
Health Department, while
two rabies deaths were re-
ported in 2016, 22 died in
2024. 

“We can’t wait any more
for the control of dogs,”
says K.K. Purushothaman,
a public health expert.

Six-year-old dies of rabies in
Kerala despite vaccination

Growing concern: Kerala saw 22 rabies deaths in 2024. THULASI KAKKAT

Girl’s death comes a month after a dog bit her head and limbs; government hospital in Kozhikode

denies family’s allegation of lapses in treatment; 12 people have died of rabies in Kerala this year

The Hindu Bureau

MALAPPURAM/KOZHIKODE

Three workers were killed
and three sustained inju-
ries following an explosion
at a rocket propellant ma-
nufacturing unit in Yadadri
Bhongir district of Telanga-
na on Tuesday.

The deceased were
identi�ed as Gunuguntla
Sandeep Kumar, Ch. Devi
Charan and Kalvala Na-
resh. The blast was report-
ed in the propellant mixing
unit of Premier Explosives
Limited, a manufacturer of
explosives and accessories,

in Katepalli village. “It oc-
curred when two powerful
propellants — hydroxyl-ter-
minated polybutadiene
(HTPB) and dioctyl Adipate
(DOA)- were being mixed.
It is suspected to have been
caused by the mishandling
of chemicals,” said Yadadri
Inspector of Police M. Ra-
mesh. “The company has
been manufacturing de-
fence equipment for lead-
ing organisations, includ-
ing the Defence Research
and Development Organi-
sation (DRDO),” he said. 

The intensity of the
blast was such that the en-

tire structure collapsed.
Six persons were inside the
facility at the time of the
blast.While Four were res-
cued and shifted to a near-
by hospital for treatment,
earthmovers and rescue
teams were deployed to
trace the bodies of the re-
maining two, according to
senior o�cials from the Ya-
dadri police and Fire De-
partment. 

According to an o�cial
at the Fire Control, a dis-
tress call was received at
6.40 p.m. after which two
�re tenders were rushed to
the spot. “By the time the

teams arrived, the �re had
allegedly subsided, but the
structure had completely
collapsed due to the explo-
sion’s intensity,” said the
o�cial. 

The exact cause of the
accident is yet to be deter-
mined. O�cials from the
Factories Department and
a Clues Team arrived at the
site to examine the wreck-
age and gather forensic evi-
dence. 

Meanwhile, the Yadadri
police booked a case
against the company man-
agement and initiated in-
vestigation. 

Three killed in rocket propellant unit blast 
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