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GandhiSagarSanctuarynow
newhometocheetahs inIndia

States vie for vacationers
as tourism season peaks
AKSHARA SRIVASTAVA & GULVEEN AULAKH
New Delhi, 20 April

A runachal Pradesh, Jammu
and Kashmir, Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka, and

Telangana are competing for
domestic and international
tourists amid a surge in travel and
tourism across the country and
overseas.

Someof these states andUnion
Territories (UTs) are pegging their
tribal festivals, farm,wine, adven-
ture, and wellness tourism, stun-
ning landscapes along with the
religious and spiritual tourismcir-
cuits to attract tourists,while they
confer industry status to the
hospitality sector and provide
incentives.

Arunachal Pradesh, the land of
dawn-lit mountains, recently
unveileda five-year tourismpolicy
throughwhich it aims to achieve a
two-fold increase in domestic
tourist arrivals and a 10-fold
increase in foreign tourist arrivals.
It had over 1 million domestic
tourist arrivals in 2023.

“Arunachal has a 360-degree
tourismopportunity fromspiritual,
wellness, heritage to biodiversity.
Homestays are a revolution and
becomeawindowtothemoststun-
ning landscapesof the land,which
are situated in the remotest loca-
tions,” Pasang Dorjee Sona,minis-
ter for tourism,ArunachalPradesh,
toldBusiness Standard.

“We have one five-star hotel in
Tawang and smaller chains like
Cygnettarealsocoming innow.We
are also in talks with boutique
hotel brands like Postcard Hotels
to build in the state,” he said,
underlining the state’s efforts to
increase branded hotels, and its
efforts to confer industry status to
the hotel industry.

ThegovernmentofJammuand
Kashmir, too,wants toput thestate
back in the spotlight, and remind
travellers that the destination is
still “Instagrammable and magi-
cal”. At a tourism event in Delhi
earlier this week, Jammu and

Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah said that it was time to
shift the focus from numbers to
drive value tourism to the state.

“Increasing number of tourists
added to our economic activity
while giving a sense that perhaps
better days are ahead of us and
hence, we chased volumes. Today,
Ibelieve thatweneed to reposition
Jammu and Kashmir not just as a
destinationforvolumetourismbut
also value tourism,” he said.

To this end, the government
has identified nine new tourist
destinations for development and
is eyeing a funding of ~5,500 crore
for the same.

“This will ease some of the
pressure on Gulmarg, Pahalgam
and Sonmarg in the Valley, while
at the same time open areas of
Jammu which have been undis-
covered for tourism until now.
Until they come, the Valley is sat-
urated,” Abdullah said.

While thesestatesandUTsrefo-
cus their tourism policies to raise
footfall, they will have to go head-
to-head with the likes of Goa,
Kerala, andRajasthan,which have
been traditional tourismhubs.

Thisassumessignificanceasthe
2025UnionBudgetoutlineddevel-
opment of 50 top tourist destina-
tions in partnership with states
through a challenge mode while
also allocating ~2,541.06 crore to
enhance infrastructure, skilldevel-
opment, and travel facilitation.

While states will be required to
provide land for critical infrastruc-
ture, including hotels, which will
be classified under the infrastruc-
tureharmonisedmaster list (HML)
to attract investments and boost
hospitality services.

Forty projects across 23 states
will receive interest-free loans
totalling~3,295.8crore, for50years
as part of the Special Assistance to
States for Capital Investment. The

Centre has outlined religious and
medical tourism as key drivers,
with India’s medical value travel
sectorprojected to reach$13.42bil-
lion by 2026.

“At every state level a lot is hap-
pening. Industrystatus isbeinggiv-
en tohotels, hospitality,whichwill
definitely give impetus to local
industry to build more. We have
given our suggestions to the min-
istry of tourism and we’re actively
engaging with all stakeholders to
identify these 50 locations,”
Pradeep Shetty, vice president of
the Federation of Hotel and
Restaurant Associations of India ,
toldBusiness Standard.

Telangana’s first-ever tourism
policy,mapped for the coming five
years, aims to develop 27 special
tourismareasbasedonthetourism
potential of different regions,
including Yadagirigutta, Bhadrac-
halam, Nalgonda, Warangal, and
theCharminar cluster.

Banking on eco-tourism, well-
ness, and sports tourism, the state
intends to position itself among
the top five tourist destinations
for domestic and international
travellers. The state also aims to
attract ~15,000 crore in new
investments to the tourism sector
in the next five years.

Its neighbour Karnataka is
focusingoncaravan, heritage, and
wellness tourism and aims to
attract around ~8,000 crore as
direct investment and generate
employment opportunities for 1.5
lakh people. “A priority sector for
the state, tourism has an impor-
tant role to play in Karnataka
becominga$1 trillion economyby
2032,” according to the state’s pol-
icy document.

Up north, after the success of
the Maha Kumbh and the conse-
cration ceremony of the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, the Uttar
Pradesh government is looking at
amajor contribution from tourism
towards its goal of becoming a $1
trillion economyby 2029.
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SANDEEP KUMAR
Bhopal, 20 April

Two cheetahs were released into
the Gandhi Sagar Wildlife
Sanctuary in Mandsaur district of
Madhya Pradesh (MP) by Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav on Sunday.
The cheetahs, six years old males
named Pawak and Prabhash, had
been brought from South Africa in
February 2023 and were stationed
at the Kuno National Park before
beingmoved to the sanctuary.

Speakingontheoccasion,Yadav
said, “Releasing the cheetahswas a
significant step. The Cheetah
Project is anambitious initiativeby
the state government aimed at
increasing the population of chee-
tahs and conserving their species
in the country.”

“After Kuno, Gandhi Sagar
Sanctuary has become the second
place in not only the state but the
country where cheetahs are being
relocated.This isahistoricmoment
for wildlife tourism as well,” the
chiefminister added.

Yadav further said that cheetahs
were being brought to India not
only from South Africa but also
from Kenya and Botswana. The
state government plans to bring
eightmorecheetahs fromBotswana

andKenya byMay.
Wildlife activists, though,

oppose such plans. Activist Ajay
Dubey told Business Standard:
“According to the agreement with
SouthAfrica, 10cheetahswere sup-
posed to be sent annually for 10
years. But after that agreement
failed, there is now talk of bringing
cheetahs fromBotswana.”

“The International Union for
Conservation of Nature protocol
clearly states that ifwildlife isbeing
reintroduced in a region, two sub-
species should not be placed
together in the samearea. Thegov-

ernment isviolating this rule.South
AfricanandBotswanacheetahsare
different sub-species.Wewill file a
petition against this in court,”
Dubey added.

The Kuno National Park cur-
rently houses 26 cheetahs. To
accommodate cheetahs in the
Gandhi Sagar Sanctuary, 8,900
hectares of land has been specially
prepared.

The Gandhi Sagar sanctuary
hosts a significant number of spot-
ted deer, Indian gazelles, and blue
bulls, ensuring sufficient food for
the cheetahs.

Scientistssubmitdetailedproject report
todevelopnewsemiconductormaterial
A team of 30 scientists from India’s
premier institute, the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc), has sub-
mittedaproposal tothegovernment
to develop ‘angstrom-scale’
chips, far smaller than the
smallest chips currently in
production.

The teamhas submit-
ted the proposal to the
government for develop-
ing technologies using a
new class of semiconductor
materials, called 2D Materials,
that could enable chip sizes as
small as one-tenth of the smallest
chips currently in global produc-
tionanddevelop India’s leadership
in semiconductors.

Currently, semiconductor man-
ufacturing is dominated by silicon-
basedtechnologies, ledbyadvanced
nationssuchastheUS,Japan,South

Korea, andTaiwan.
“Ateamofscientistsat

IISc submitted a
detailed project report
(DPR) to the Principal
Scientific Adviser
(PSA) in April 2022,

which was revised and
submittedagaininOctober

2024. The report was later
shared with the Ministry of
Electronics and IT. The project
promisestodevelopangstrom-scale
chips, far smaller than the smallest
chips inproductiontoday,”asource

in thegovernment familiarwith the
proposal told.

The DPR proposes the develop-
ment of 2D semiconductors using
ultra-thin materials like graphene
and transition metal dichalco-
genides (TMDs). These materials
can enable chip fabrication at the
angstromscale, significantly small-
er than current nanometer-scale
technologies.

The smallest chip currently in
production is the 3-nanometer
node, manufactured by companies
like SamsungandMediaTek.

Sources in the Ministry of
Electronics and IT (MeitY) con-
firmed that the proposal has been
underdiscussion. PTI

Statesgive industry status tohotels andhospitality, set regulation forhomestays

MPCMMohanYadav releases twoSouthAfrican cheetahs—Pawakand
Prabhash—onSunday inGandhi SagarWildlife Sanctuary. They were
earlier stationedat theKunoNational Park. The state govt plans tobring
eightmore cheetahs fromBotswanaandKenyabyMay

*data pending Source: Ministry of Tourism

TRAVEL STORY
International touristarrivals

(foreigners+NRIs)

Year Total Foreign NRIs Foreign exchange
arrivals tourists (mn) earned ($ bn)

(mn) (mn)
2019 17.9 10.93 6.98 30.1
2020 6.3 2.74 3.59 6.9
2021 7 1.52 5.48 8.7
2022 14.3 6.44 7.89 21.4
2023 18.9 9.52 9.38 28.07
2024 9.66 9.66 NA* 33.18


