
A CH-PYCM
YK

THE HINDU 
2 Thursday, April 17, 2025

ChennaiRegion

Published by Nirmala Lakshman at Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002 on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT.LTD. and Printed by Ra Babu Vijay at THG PUBLISHING PVT.LTD. Plot B-6 & B-7, CMDA Industrial Complex, Maraimalai Nagar, Chengalpattu Taluk, Chengalpattu Dist., Pin 603209. Editor: Suresh Nambath (Responsible for selection of news under the PRP Act).
ISSN 0971 - 751X

Timings
CHENNAI

THURSDAY, APR. 17
RISE 05:56 SET 18:22
RISE 22:04 SET 08:39

FRIDAY, APR. 18
RISE 05:55 SET 18:22
RISE 22:58 SET 09:30

SATURDAY, APR. 19
RISE 05:55 SET 18:22
RISE 23:51 SET 10:24
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

A round one lakh
fi�shing vessels in
the country will be

fi�tted with indigenously de-
veloped transponders for
enhancing the safety of
fi�shermen, Union Minister
of State for Fisheries Ge-
orge Kurian said here on
Wednesday.

Speaking at the launch
of various projects aimed at
the uplift of fi�shermen
community under the
Prime Minister Matsya
Sampada Yojana (PMMSY)
here, Mr. Kurian said the
transponders would be gi-
ven to the fi�shermen free of
cost for installing the gad-
get on their boats. As many

as 3,023 fi�shing vessels in
the Union Territory will be
fi�tted with the transpon-
ders soon. The equipment
with inbuilt real-time track-
ing mechanism of the ves-
sels will help in enhancing
the safety of fi�shermen. It
will also help the fi�shermen
get weather updates while

fi�shing in the sea, he said. 
Under the PMMSY pro-

gramme, the Union Minis-
ter said the Centre has out-
lined projects worth ₹�428
crore for Puducherry. The
projects included develop-
ment of harbours, distribu-
tion of deep-sea fi�shing ves-
sels, promotion of seaweed

cultivation and other liveli-
hood support programmes
for the fi�shermen, he said. 

Lieutenant Governor K.
Kailashnathan in his ad-
dress said several projects
are being taken up by the
Central and Union Territo-
ry governments for the wel-
fare of fi�shermen. 

“Eff�orts so far by the
Central government has
helped in increasing the
fi�sh production and marine
exports in the country,” he
said. 

Chief Minister N. Ranga-
samy in his address said
the Puducherry govern-
ment was planning to pro-
vide fi�nancial assistance to
children of fi�shermen stu-
dying in schools and colleg-
es.  “Similar to the reimbur-

sement of fee for children
belonging to socially back-
ward communities in Pu-
ducherry, the government
was planning to provide fi�-
nancial assistance to wards
of fi�shermen,” he said. 

Minister for Public
Works and Fisheries K.
Lakshminarayanan said
the government has in-
creased the ban period fi�-
nancial assistance given to
fi�shermen from ₹�6,500 to
₹�8,000. A notifi�cation re-
garding the ban period as-
sistance will be issued
soon. He also informed the
government’s decision to
increase fi�nancial assis-
tance given to fi�shermen
during monsoon to
₹�6,000.

‘One lakh indigenously developed
transponders to be fi�tted on boats 
to ensure safety of fi�shermen’

Union Minister of State for Fisheries George Kurian, along with Lt.
Governor K. Kailashnathan and Chief Minister N. Rangasamy, at an
event held in Puducherry on Wednesday. S.S. KUMAR 

Union Minister of State for Fisheries George Kurian said the transponders will be given to the fi�shermen free of cost for
installing the gadget on their boats. As many as 3,023 fi�shing vessels in the U.T. will be fi�tted with the transponders soon
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Adishakti’s play ‘Urmila’
brought to life a storyboard
suff�used with elements
from physical theatre,
movement-based story-
telling and couching com-
plex themes of gender dis-
parity, bodily autonomy
and female agency, during
a show at the 11th Remem-
bering Veenapani Festival.

While the episode from
The Ramayana is refe-
renced to extol the spirit of
sacrifi�ce by Urmila in

sleeping through 14 years
as a quid pro quo for facili-
tating her husband Laksh-
mana’s wide-eyed vigil to
guard Rama and Sita in ex-
ile, the play pushes back
against what is normative
in the mythological con-
struct, and raises discom-
fi�ting questions about gen-
der imbalance and
exploitative choices.

Nimmy Raphel, writer
and director, who also ex-
plored the sleep curse dy-
namic in the earlier pro-
duction ‘Nidravathwam’ (a
study in contrast to the cir-

cadian rhythm of Kumba-
karna and Lakshmana,
brothers and trusted lieu-
tenants of the two protago-
nists– Ravana and Rama),
turns a probing mind to
the predicament of Urmila
in this play. The story be-
gins in media res at Ayod-
hya where Urmila (Nimmy)
is shown to be in mental
turmoil: a tormented soul
who faces up to the traves-
ty of having lost 14 years of
the most productive phase
of her life to sleep. Her des-
tiny was sealed with her
husband’s casual com-

mand: “Sleep my sleep.” 
Vinay Kumar, Adishakti

Artistic Director, who also
composed a delightfully
eclectic soundcape of mus-
ic interspered with voices,
and Sooraj S. play the com-
ical, argumentative pair of
soldiers of ‘Nidra’, the god-
dess of sleep, constantly
devising tricks to put Urmi-
la to slumber.

‘Urmila’ is a peripheral
character reimagined as a
radical symbol of resis-
tance against the erasure
of female sovereignty.

The mise-en-scene, re-

sembling a workout setting
with a gym ball and rope-
walk contraption, is per-
fectly set for Nimmy to
showcase her prowess in
physical theatre. Vinay,
breaks the fourth wall, ad-
libbing his way during por-
tions of the play.

‘Urmila’, where a wo-
man’s body becomes the fi�-
nal battleground of subju-
gation when all other
forms of agency are de-
nied, propels to a poignant
coda where the protago-
nist’s inner battles to resist
colonisation of her identity

and existence, are con-
veyed through a prism of
spinning refl�ections from
three mirrors in motion.

Like “Bali”, that preced-
ed this show or the upcom-
ing ‘Bhoomi’ (on Thurs-
day), the integration of
music, dance, movement
and emotional craft into
one performance lan-
guage, or what Adishakti’s
founder and experimental
theatre pioneer Veenapani
Chawla envisioned as a
form of hybrid theatre with
a modern, pluralist aes-
thetic. 

Bringing to life a storyboard suff�used with elements of physical theatre 
M. Dinesh Varma
PUDUCHERRY

Artists performing at a play ‘Urmila’ held at Adishakti Laboratory for
Theatre Art Research at Edayanchavady near Puducherry. S.S. KUMAR 

JIPMER has produced a tri-
lingual awareness video on
solid waste management as
part of ‘Swachhata Pakh-
wada’ fortnight-long cam-
paign of the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.
The video, made in Tamil,
English and Hindi features
JIPMER staff� and was
screened for school chil-
dren at a recent event.
Another set of students
from Kendriya Vidyalaya,
JIPMER campus, got in-
volved in an awareness ral-
ly to mark the fortnight. L.
N. Dorairajan, Medical Su-

perintendent, JIPMER,
fl�agged off� the rally. 

A mass cleaning drive
was also carried out with
the participation of over
180 volunteers. During the
valedictory session, Vir
Singh Negi, JIPMER Direc-
tor, felicitated the prize
winners of various compe-
titions held over the fort-
night. 

Vikram Kate, Dean (Aca-
demic), S. Rangabashiam,
Deputy Director (Admin),
Archana Waganekar, offi�c-
er in-charge of sanitation,
M. Thiroumourougan, san-
itary superintendent, and
others participated in the
valedictory event.

Jipmer releases video on
solid waste management

Awareness drive: Jipmer conducted a campus cleaning initiative
as part of the ‘Swachhata Pakhwada’ campaign.
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The Commissioner of Rail-
way Safety, Southern Cir-
cle, Bengaluru, A.M.
Chowdhary, held a statuto-
ry inspection of the new
broad gauge railway line
between Chinna Salem
and Porpadakurichi rail-
way stations and held a
high-speed trial run on
Wednesday.

Accompanied by Sushil
Kumar Maurya, Chief Ad-
ministrative Offi�cer/Con-
struction, Southern Rail-
way, Pankaj Kumar Sinha,
Divisional Railway Manag-
er, Salem Division and Thi-
rumal, Deputy Chief Engi-
neer/Construction, Salem
and offi�cials from con-
struction crganisation and
Salem Division, the Com-
missioner began the in-
spection from Chinna Sa-
lem railway station and
proceeded towards Porpa-
dakurichi. He also inspect-
ed engineering works. 

Trial run 
held on new 
broad gauge 
railway line
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