
E X P R E S S  R E A D

05 BENGALURU

Actor Chethan Ahimsa on Friday visited the house of late 
Sowjanya at Dharmasthala village in Belthangady taluk of 
Dakshina Kannada district and assured to file a petition in the 
Supreme Court and ensure the family gets justice.
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THE University of  Mysore, 
grappling with a severe finan-
cial crisis, has presented a defi-
cit budget of  `107 crore for the 
academic year 2025-26. The 
budget was tabled and approved 
during the Academic Council 
meeting held at Crawford Hall 
on Friday evening by finance 
officer K S Rekha.

The projected revenue for the 
current financial year stands at 
`295.59 crore, while the estimat-
ed expenditure is ̀ 403.31 crore, 
leading to a deficit of  `107.72 
crore. If  the state government 
had released the full pension 
grant of  `157.54 crore, the 
shortfall would have been only 
`18 lakh. However, with only 
`50 crore allocated, the deficit 
has widened significantly.

The expected revenue in-
cludes ̀ 177.68 crore sanctioned 
by the government for salaries 
and pension grants, compris-
ing `127.68 crore for salary 
grants and `50 crore for pen-

sions. Additionally, `3 crore is 
anticipated as a development 
grant, and `4 crore for SC-ST 
student scholarships, bringing 
the total expected government 
revenue to `184.68 crore.

Internal revenue sources 
such as admissions, registra-
tion fees, coordination charges, 
and other fees are projected to 
generate `45 crore. Scheme B 

courses are expected to contrib-
ute `3 crore, examination ac-
tivities `50 crore, various as-
sets `3.5 crore, and other 
sources `7 crore. This brings 
the total estimated internal 
revenue to `108.50 crore.

The university, now in its 
109th year, has 1,822 pension-
ers, with the number expected 
to rise to 1,881 this year. A total 

of  59 employees, including 21 
teaching and 38 non-teaching 
staff, are set to retire. Conse-
quently, `157.54 crore will be 
required for pension and pen-
sion-related benefits. The total 
estimated expenditure, includ-
ing salaries, pensions, adminis-
trative costs, and other non-
plan expenses, has been set at 
`403.31 crore.

Additionally, the university 
has earmarked `46.32 crore in 
revenue and `39.05 crore in ex-
penses across 17 other accounts, 
including interest payments. 
However, these accounts do not 
contribute to the university’s 
overall financial burden, as 
clarified by the finance officer.

The sports budget has been 
significantly reduced this year, 
with only a meagre allocation 
of  `25 lakh, down from the pre-
vious ̀ 60-75 lakh. Scholarships 
for sports students have been 
slashed to `3,000 from `5,000.

The cost of  chemicals used 
for swimming pool water puri-
fication has been slashed from 

`5 lakh to `3 lakh, which will 
suffice for only five to six 
months, according to physical 
e d u c a t i o n  d e a n  D r  C 
Venkatesh.

Vice-chancellor Lokanath ex-
pressed fears about financial 
difficulties starting from April, 
despite managing to cover pen-
sion expenses for March.

“With the rising number of  
pensioners, the financial bur-
den has increased, and the pen-
sion fund is already depleted. 
He pointed out that while the 
government directly pays sala-
ries for permanent faculty, the 
delay in recruitment has forced 
the university to pay guest lec-
turers, adding to the financial 
strain,” he said.

In another directive, the vice-
chancellor suggested that the 
Social Welfare Department 
take over the maintenance of  
university hostels, considering 
it a beneficial proposal. He in-
structed the director of  student 
welfare to conduct a review and 
submit a report on the matter.

Cash-strapped UoM presents `107 crore deficit budget
Projected revenue for current financial year stands at `295.59 crore, while estimated expenditure is `403.31 crore

UoM vice-chancellor N K Lokanath and others during the academic council  meeting 
in Mysuru on Friday |  UDAYASHANKAR S  

‘SPIRIT’ED BATTLE
Members of the Mysore and Chamarajanagar District Liquor Dealers Association 

stage a protest demanding fulfilment of their  demands in Mysuru on Friday |  EXPRESS

Sloth bear bites food 
laced with explosive, dies 
Mysuru: An adult sloth bear got killed after biting an 
explosive laced food kept to hunt wild boars in 
Tellanuru village in Hanur taluk in Chamarajanagar 
district. The incident took place when the bear, in 
search of food, had strayed out of the forest area 
into the human habitat. The bear had accidentally 
bit the explosive wrapped with food which the 
miscreants had kept to kill wild boars in the village. 
The blast damaged the bear’s jaw which was blown 
into pieces. The bear after struggling with pain 
succumbed to injuries. The villagers who came to 
know about the incident immediately informed the 
foresters. Cauvery wildlife ACF Mariswamy, RFO 
Sundar and staff rushed to the spot and took up
investigation. The foresters who have registered a 
case are searching for the miscreants who had kept 
the explosives.
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MP Mallesh Babu raised the 
concerns of  thousands of  work-
ers at Tata Electronics, which 
is involved in iPhone assembly 
at the Kolar Industrial Hub, at 
the Zero Hour of  the Budget 
session in the Lok Sabha on 
Thursday.

Babu pointed out that the 
company had hired 25,000 work-
ers on a contract basis for three-
year. However, with the comple-
tion of  these contracts, the 
company has only regularised 
a few workers, while terminat-
ing thousands of  others and re-
placing them with new recruits. 
He questioned the future of  
these workers and expressed 
concerns about how they have 
been unfairly treated.

Babu also raised the issue of  
whether Tata Electronics is ad-
hering to labour laws and 
sought the intervention of  the 
concerned minister to find an 
amicable solution that would 
prioritise the welfare of  the 
workers.

Speaking to The New Indian 
Express, Babu emphasised that 
companies across the country, 
particularly in industrial hubs, 
must comply with labour laws. 
He criticised the practice of  
terminating workers without 
due consideration, stressing 
that these workers, who are 
skilled and hardworking, will 
be left without jobs.

The JDS MP assured that he 
would meet with the concerned 
union minister to address the 
issue of  workers’ rights. Addi-
tionally, he reiterated his com-
mitment to ensuring job oppor-
tunities for local youths in 
Kolar, particularly during Dis-
ha meetings he chairs. He said 
terminating workers who have 
given their best is unaccepta-
ble, and vowed to stand against 
such practices.

Further more, Babu an-
nounced plans to call a meeting 
with senior representatives of  
private companies in the Kolar 
Industrial Hub to discuss work-
ers’ safety and ensure that their 
rights are protected.

MP FLAGS WORKERS’ 
PLIGHT IN LOK SABHA


