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PORTRAITOFAWOMAN:
TheAllianceFrançaise
Chandigarhshowcases
‘WomenofUrbanIndia,’ an
evocativeexhibitionbĀ
French-Indianartist
OlĀmpeRamakrishna.This
compellingseriesof 12
portraitscaptures the
essenceof contemporarĀ
Indianwomennavigating
thecomplexitiesof
modernitĀwhilerooted in
tradition. ‘InWomenof
UrbanIndia,’ French-
IndianartistOlĀmpe
Ramakrishnapresentsa
strikingandvibrantseries
ofportraits thatexplore
thecomplexitĀofmodern
Indianwomen.
Ramakrishna’swork
focusesonidentitĀ,
memorĀ,andcultural
intersections.Blending
painting,photographĀ,and
textileart, sheexplores
themesofheritageand
modernitĀ,withherwork
havingbeenexhibited

internationallĀ, fostering
conversationsonthe
evolvingnarrativesof
womenincontemporarĀ
societies.Ramakrishna
portraĀs11womenfrom
hercircle—friends,
neighbours,andcousins—
alongsideaself-portrait,
integratingherself into
their sharednarrative.
Thesewomen,aged
betweentheir2Ćsand4Ćs,
embodĀthedĀnamicspirit
of India’surbanmiddle
class.Throughoilpainting
andlarge-scaledigital
printsonsilkpanels,
Ramakrishnamerges
classicaland
contemporarĀartistic
techniques,evokingthe
ever-present fabricof the
sari, a sĀmbolofboth
sensualitĀandheritage.
Theexhibition is
showcasedtillApril28,9
amto6pmatAlliance
Française,Sector36,
Chandigarh.
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OlĀmpeRamakrishnawithherworks
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THETECHNICAL ServicesUnion
(TSU) CircleMohali, Pensioners
Association CircleMohali, and
CHBWorkers staged amassive
protest onMondaā against the
Punjab government’s reported
movetohandovertheKhararand
Lalru power divisions to private
entities.Demonstratorsburntan
effigāof thePunjabgovernment
and raised slogans condemning
thedecision.

Union leaders Gurbaksh
Singh, president of TSU Circle
Mohali, Chief Advisor Lakha
Singh, and Gurmeet Singh,
President of the Powercomand
TranscoContractWorkersUnion
Circle Mohali, eĀpressed con-
cerns over the privatisation
plans. Theā claimed that the
processtotransfercontrolof the
Kharar and Lalru divisions into
private hands is alreadā under-
waā.

The leaders appealed to all

regular, outsourced emploāees,
andpensioners acrossMohali to
uniteinoppositiontothegovern-
ment’sdecision.Theāemphasised
that thedata frombothdivisions
hasalreadābeensubmittedtothe
powercorporation,followingrec-
ommendations bā the Punjab
DevelopmentCommission(PDC),
pavingthewaāforprivatisation.

Drawingparallelstotheafter-
math of Chandigarh Electricitā
Board’sprivatisation,thedemon-

stratorssaidthatregularemploā-
ees, pensioners, andoutsourced
staff there arenow facing severe
hardships.Pastservicerecordsare
reportedlā being disregarded,
withstaff placedunderone-āear
probationunderarbitrarā terms,
theāclaimed.

The protestors vowednot to
allowprivatisation“underanācir-
cumstances” andpledged touse
everāmeansnecessarātorevoke
the policā. Theā announced a
massiveconventiontobeheld in
MohalionApril23,wherefuture
strategiesandprotestactionswill
bediscussed.

Alongside theunion leaders,
manāothers participated in the
demonstration, including Vijaā
Kumar (president, Pensioners
Association), Gurmeet Singh
(president, CHB Workers),
Jatinder Singh (SDO, Pensioners
AssociationDivision President,
Mohali), Zorawar Singh (presi-
dent, CHB Contract Workers),
EkamSidhu(CircleSecretarā),and
several other union leaders and
workers.
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EXPERTSATaroundtableorgan-
ised bā theCentre for Advanced
Studies in Social Science and
Management(CASSM)atCU-IDC,
Chandigarh,saidthatUSPresident
DonaldTrump’stariffwarhasthe
potentialtorestructuretheglobal
economic order but also threat-
ens to create newhardships for
the emergingmiddle class and
marginalised communities
worldwide.

The discussion, titled
‘Trump’s Tariff Hike: The Big
Picture& Implications for India’,
eĀaminedhowtheongoingtariff
battlesaredisruptingglobalsup-
plā chains, altering comparative
advantages,andinjectinguncer-
taintāintointernationalmarkets.
For India, theeĀpertsnoted, this
evolving scenario presents both
opportunities and significant
challenges— from recalibrating
tradenegotiationswiththeUSto
adaptingtotheriseofprotection-
ismandinflationarātrends.

Professor Pramod Kumar,
chairperson, Institute for
Development and
Communication(IDC),raisedcrit-
icalquestionsonwhetherthenu-
anced tariff war could serve as a
tool for income redistributionor
merelā intensifā inequalities be-
tweenrich,developing,andpoor
nations.

Journalist and commentator
RajeshMahapatraarguedthatthe
shiftintheUStradepolicāunder-
mines theAmericandreamand
challenges the economic
prospects of countries like India.
“It threatensthefoundationsof a
consumption-drivenmiddleclass
andAmerica’sgloballeadership,”
hesaid.

ProfessorJSBediof IDCnoted
thebroadergeopolitical implica-
tionsof the tariffwar, predicting
thatnewcoststructuresandglobal
realignmentswouldpushnations
toeĀplorealternativetraderoutes
throughEurope,southandsouth-
eastAsia,China,Braąil,andRussia.
Professor Sunil Kumar Sinha
warned that these disruptions
couldstuntglobalgrowth,spurin-
flation,andcauselong-terminsta-
bilitāinworldmarkets.

Taking a critical view, profes-
sor Abhijit Das called the liberal
global order a façade and ques-
tionedtheactualbenefitsofrecip-
rocal tariffs for India ina tighten-
ingtradeenvironment.
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RETIRED DEPUTY
SuperintendentofPolice,VijaāPal
Singh,whoheadstheChandigarh
unit of theAAP, has approached
the Punjab and Harāana High
Courtwithapublicinterestlitiga-
tion (PIL) challenging the UT
Administration’s recentdecision
toraisepropertātaĀ. Heisseeking
to overturn anotification issued
onMarch31,whichnearlā dou-
bledthetaĀratesoncommercial
and industrial properties and
tripledthechargesforresidential
plotsandbuildings.

According to thepetition, the
Municipal Corporation (MC) of
Chandigarh,hadunanimouslāre-
jectedanāincreaseinpropertātaĀ
atitsMarch25meeting.Yet,with-
out consulting the corporation
again,theadministrationissuedits
ownorder, insisting that higher
rates were necessarā to plug a
loomingRs5ććcroreshortfall.The
petitionerargues thismoveside-
steppedthedemocraticchoiceof
the elected bodā and broke the
rules set out under the Punjab
MunicipalCorporation(EĀtension
toChandigarh)Act,1994.

UndertheAct,thecorporation
is responsible for proposing taĀ

rates,while the administration
maāformallānotifāthem.Singh’s
challengecentresonwhetherthe
administration can impose taĀ
changeswhenthecorporationhas
alreadādecidedagainstthem.He
also contends that the sudden
hike,especiallāduringrisingliving
costs, unfairlāpenalisesordinarā
homeowners and small busi-
nesseswithoutgivingaffectedcit-
iąensachancetocomment.

Thenewratesseecommercial
andindustrialpropertātaĀesjump
from3percentto6percentofthe
annual value,while residential
chargeshaverisenfromaslittleas
Rs 1.5ć–2.5ćper square āardon
vacant land toRs4.5ć–7.5ć, and
fromRsć.75–1.25toRs2.25–3.75
persquare footonbuilt-upareas,
dependingontheąone.Residents
saāthescaleof theincreaseisun-
reasonableandcouldpushmanā
intofinancialhardship.

The petition points out that
neither the MC nor the public
were consulted after theHouse
rejected thehike. Henoted that
even anApril 4, representation
fromtheAAP’s Chandigarhunit,
urging theChief Secretarā to re-
scind the order, went unan-
swered. The PIL asks the court
bothtocancelthenotificationand
toputitsimplementationonhold
untilthematterisdecided.
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OPPOSINGTHE recent propertā
taĀhike inChandigarh, adelega-
tionofBJPcouncillors,ledbāstate
BJP president Jatinder Pal
Malhotra andMaāor Harpreet
Kaur Babla, Mondaā met UT
Administrator Gulab Chand
KatariaatRajBhawan.

Thedelegationreiteratedtheir
demand for an immediatewith-
drawalof the increasedpropertā
taĀonboth residential andcom-
mercialproperties.

The BJP leaders emphasised
that the steephikehas triggered
public outrage and imposed an
undue financial burden on citi-
ąens. Theā pointed out that the
proposalforataĀhikewasprevi-
ouslā rejected in theMunicipal
Corporation’s General House
meetingonFebruarā17,2ć25,fol-
lowing opposition fromelected
councillors who represent the
voiceof thepublic.

Despite this rejection, theUT
Administrationproceededwith
theimplementationoftherevised

taĀ rates bāpassing the demo-
cratic process and ignoring the
elected bodā’s decision. TheBJP
leaders termed thismoveunde-
mocratic andunacceptable, stat-
ing ithaserodedpublic trustand
fuelledresentmentacrossthecitā.

Thedelegationalsowarnedof
theeconomicconsequencesofthe
decision, statingthat thehightaĀ
ratesandcollectorratesarepush-
ingbusinessestoconsiderrelocat-
ing to neighbouring cities like
Mohali.Suchatrend,theāargued,
could negativelā impact
Chandigarh’s economic stabilitā
andemploāmentopportunities.

During themeeting, the UT
Administratorassuredthemthat
thematterwouldbetakenupfor
seriousconsideration.

'Nothingmore
thanadrama'

The Chandigarh unit of the
AamAadmiPartā(AAP)launched
an attack on the BJP leadership
andMaāorHarpreetKaurBabla,
calling their repeatedmeetings
with theUTAdministrator over
the propertā taĀ issue "nothing
morethanadrama”.

Prem Lata, chairperson of
AAP's Women Wing and
Municipal Councillor, criticised
theMaāorandBJP’s state leader-
ship,includingpresidentJatinder
PalMalhotra, for what she de-
scribedasmisleadingtheatrics.

Shecriticisedtherecentphoto
shootof themaāorsmilingwhile
submitting amemorandum to
theUTAdministrator, calling it
“rubbingsaltinthewoundsofthe
public,”especiallāamidrisingdis-
content over the taĀ hike. “The
BJP’sactionshaveforcedthepeo-
ple and theunitedopposition to
taketothestreets,”Latasaid.
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ASMANYas64studentspartic-
ipated intheDistrict-LevelYoga
Olāmpiad competition organ-
ised at the District Institute of
EducationandTraining(DIET)in
PanchkulaonMondaā.

The competition was con-
ductedintwocategories—class6
to8andclass9to1ć—andthestu-
dentswere further divided into
four groups. In the class 6 cate-
gorā, Parul, Shikha andAanchal

secured the first, second, and
thirdpositions respectivelā.

Intheclass9categorā,Reena,
Aasha, Kanchal, Ritesh, Tinku,
and Harsh showcased eĀcep-
tional performance and earned
the toppositions.

Theeventwaspresidedover
bā DIET head Sanjaā Kumar
Waliawhile Dr PawanGupta, a
member of the Harāana Yoga
Commission, graced the occa-
sion as the chief guest. The pro-
gramme concludedwith a vote
of thanks bā senior lecturer
RashmiSharma.

ChaĀdigaĺhAAPģĺeŁideĀŚ fileŁPILagaiĀŁŚ
ģĺĎģeĺŚƆŚaƅhike,ŁaƆŁMCĀĎŚcĎĀŁŭlŚed

Workers hold protest against
privatisation of power divisions

Mohali; BuildTrack, a leading
Indian smart automation com-
panā, has launched a state-of-
the-art Smart Automation
EĀperience Centre at MaĀVal
Tech Centre, Mohali, India’s
smartest green building. The

centre showcases smart solu-
tions for homes, hotels, com-
mercial buildings, and enter-
prises — including its flagship
IoT-enabled Digital Twin plat-
form.
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Academicians,
journalists discuss
Trump’s tariff hike
and its implication
for India

District-level yoga Olympiad held in Panchkula

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA TENDER NOTICE

SR.
No.

NAME OF BOARD/
CORP./AUTH

NAME OFWORK NOTICE
TENDER

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE

(TIMES)

AMOUNT /
EMD

(APPROX.) IN
RUPEES

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

NODAL
OFFICER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

1 HVPNL

SPECIAL ESTIMATE FOR CREATION OF
33KV BAY FOR FEEDING 33KV S/STN
KALIRAWAN FROM 132KV S/STN.
ADAMPUR IN F.Y. 2024-25. (HISAR)

18.04.2025
01.05.2025 3.67 LACS www.hvpn.org.in

0172-2583789
PRO@HVPN.ORG.IN

2 HVPNL SPECIAL ESTIMATE FOR CREATION
OF ONE NO. 33KV LINE BAYAT 132
KV S/STN. BEER FOR INDEPENDENT
FEEDING OF 33KV S/STN. AUTO-

MARKET (30MVA) BY HVPNL IN F.Y.
2024-25.(HISAR)

18.04.2025
01.05.2025

3.13 LACS www.hvpn.org.in 0172-2583789
PRO@HVPN.ORG.IN

3 HVPNL AUGMENTATION OF EXISTING 20/25

MVA 132/33 KV T-2 TRANSFORMER

WITH 40/50 MVA 132/33 KV T/F AT 132

KV S/STN. RAMBA(KARNAL)

18.04.2025
01.05.2025

5.60 LACS www.hvpn.org.in 0172-2583789
PRO@HVPN.ORG.IN

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No-34055/HRY

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA TENDER NOTICE
SR.
No.

NAME OF BOARD/
CORP./AUTH

NAME OFWORK
NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE

CLOSING DATE
(TIME)

AMOUNT / EMD
(APPROX.) IN
RUPEES

WEBSITE
OF THE BOARD/
CORP./AUTH

NODALOFFICER/
CONTACT

DETAILS/EMAIL

1 MUNICIPAL
COUNCILAMBALA

SADAR

INSTALLATION OF A SENSOR-BASED
INVENTORY, SPACE-INDICATING, AND WAY-
GUIDING SYSTEM FOR AN EXISTING THREE-

STOREY MULTI-LEVEL CAR PARKING
FACILITYWITH A CAPACITY OF 300 CARS

17.04.2025
24.04.2025 - https://etenders.hry.nic.in mcambalasadar@gmail.com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLYVISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No- 34062/HRY

Date - 18/04/2025Detailed Notice Inviting Tender
NITNo.&Date Descriptionof Work

e-Tender no. RSMM/CO/ Excavation, Transportation and Feeding of ROM into
GGM (Cont) Cont-01/2025-26 Departmentally Operated Company's Crushing and Screening

dated 16.04.2025 Plant, and Other Services for Production of Limestone
UBN No. Gitty at Sanu Limestone Mines, Distt. Jaisalmer. Contract value

MML2526WSOB00005 Rs. 220.00 Lac, EMD in Rs. 4.40 Lac, Tender Fees Rs. 4720/-
Other terms & conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please visit us at our
website www.rsmm.com or www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or Sr.
Manager (Contract) on above address.

Rajasthan SRajasthan Stattate Mines & Minerals Limitedines inerals Limited

Dy. General Manager (P&A)Raj.Samwad/C/25/1007

(A Government o(A Government of Rajasthan Enterprise), 4, Meera Marajasthan Enterprise), 4, Meera Marg, Udaipur – 313001, Phone: (0294)2427177 /g, Udaipur 13001, Phone: (0294)2427177 /
2428763-67, F2428763-67, Fax (0294) 2428768, 2428739, Email:- contractsco.rsmml@rajasthan.gov.inax (0294) 2428768, 2428739, Email:- contractsco.rsmml@rajasthan.gov.in

I, Parhalad kumar S/O
Roshan lal from Village tibbi
majra raipur rani panchkula,
have changed my name to
Prahlad kumar vide affidavit
dated 26/03/2025 at
Panchkula.

0050264823-1
I, Gayatri Devi W/o Late
Onkar Singh R/o Village
Bhanala, PO Bhanala, Tehsil
Shahpur, Distt. Kangra in
husband’s service record my
name Gaytri Devi wrongly
mentioned. Correct name is
Gayatri Devi. Concerned
note.

0020491815-1
I, Bhisham Dev s/o Gopal
Dass R/o Village & PO Delath
Tehsil Nankhari Distt. Shimla
HP declare that I have
changed my son name
Priyanshul Sharma to
Pranshul.

0020491837-1

I, Bharti, W/O No 14849118-
H Hav Ankur Deep, R/O VPO
Ghayan-Chail Chowk, teh
Chachyot, district Mandi HP
have changed my name from
Bharti to Kumari Bharti vide
stamp paper No IN-
HP44889156128152X, dated
16 Apr 2025.

0020491838-1

PERSONAL

‘‘IMPORTANT’’
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising copy, it
is not possible to verify its
contents. The Indian Express (P)
Limited cannot be held responsible
for such contents, nor for any loss
or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any
agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

DuringtheYogaOlĀmpiad

BJP delegation meets Administrator,
demands rollback of property tax

MaĀorHarpreetBablaand
otherBJPleadersafter
meetingtheadministrator
onMondaĀ.KamleshwarSingh

Demonstratorsburnaneffigāof thePunjabgovernment

Theprotestorsvowed
nottoallow
privatisation‘underanĀ
circumstances’and
pledgedtouseeverĀ
meansnecessarĀto
revokethepolicĀ.TheĀ
announcedamassive
conventiontobeheldin
MohalionApril23

Chandigarh


