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Amarnath Yatra for 2025 
announced along with 
guidelines and permit rules. 
Tour to begin on July 3!

The Spirit of Goa Festival 
2025 is all set to take place 
from May 2 to 4 at SAG 
Football Ground, Colva

RAMBHA PALACE
Perched on the serene banks of Chilika Lake, Rambha Palace is a meticulously 
restored 18th-century estate that once played a pivotal role in Odisha’s statehood 
movement, hosting the first Utkal Conference in 1902. Originally built by British 
officer Thomas Snodgrass in 1792, the palace has been transformed into a boutique 
hotel under the guidance of Sri Lankan architect Channa Daswatte. The restoration 
showcases colonial elegance with Venetian chandeliers, antique Persian carpets 
and original terrazzo flooring. Guests can enjoy amenities like a spa, gym and 
heated pool, while supporting sustainability initiatives such as reduced plastic use, 
composting and local employment. B21,000 onwards, At Khallikot, Odisha. 

THE VERVE ESTATE
Nestled in Guirim, North Goa, this 100-year-old 

Indo-Portuguese mansion has been meticulously 
restored by Rubeena Singh and her family, 

transforming it into a luxurious heritage villa that 
celebrates Goa’s rich architectural legacy. 

Complete with a sloping tiled roof, arched 
doorways, a grand balcão, mosaic tiles and 

vintage chandeliers — this heritage stay is a 
tribute to old Goan elegance. Inside, restored 

colonial-style beds and furniture rest beneath 
soaring 26-foot-high ceilings, while six suites offer 

a blend of intimacy and grandeur. Guests can 
unwind by the heated swimming pool with a 

swim-up bar, enjoy garden picnics under starlit 
skies or sip on handcrafted cocktails. Price  on 

request. At Assagaon, Goa.

RAN BAAS THE PALACE
Once the royal guesthouse of the 
Patiala dynasty, Ran Baas is now 
Punjab’s first luxury heritage hotel. Built 
in the 18th century, this palatial retreat 
sits adjacent to the Qila Mubarak 
complex. Its restoration preserves 
intricate frescoes and Mughal-
Rajputana architecture. The interiors 
blend monochrome elegance with 
vintage charm, featuring 18 suites 
adorned with hand-carved woodwork 
and black-and-white motifs. Guests can 
savour Punjabi cuisine in the courtyard, 
explore the royal durbar or unwind in 
the serene gardens —  
all while supporting the conservation of 
Punjab’s regal legacy. B35,000 onwards. 
At Patiala, Punjab.

SADAR MANZIL HERITAGE
Commissioned in 1898 by Nawab Shah 
Jahan Begum, Sadar Manzil was once the 
heart of Bhopal’s royal court. After a 
meticulous seven-year restoration, it 
reopened in 2025  
as a 22-room heritage hotel for couples 
only. The property showcases Indo-Islamic 
architecture, with turquoise and cream 
interiors, antique furnishings and hand-
painted ceilings. Amenities include a 
digital library, fitness centre and 
swimming pool. The hotel emphasises 
sustainability and community, with an all-
vegetarian menu served in the Diwan-e-
Khas dining hall. Operated by an all-
women staff, Sadar Manzil offers guests  
a chance to experience Bhopal’s rich 
history while supporting local 
empowerment initiatives. B17,000 
onwards. At Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.

S R U S H T I  K U L K A R N I

HAT if  your next hotel 
stay wasn’t just about a 
plush bed and good Wi-
Fi, but a way of  doing 
your bit to help conserve 
our Indian heritage? In 
2025, World Heritage Day 

arrives with a weighty theme: Disas-
ters & Conflicts through the Lens of  
the Venice Charter, a reminder that 
heritage is not just about architec-
ture or art — it’s about identity, sur-
vival and memory. Across the world, 
cultural landmarks are being lost — 
not only to natural disasters, com-
mercialisation or war, but to indiffer-
ence. In India, however, a powerful 
counter-movement is unfolding, not 
in museums or monuments, but in 
bedrooms with carved ceilings and 
hallways that echo centuries of  
stories. 

More than ever, the act of  choosing 
where we stay has the power to shape 
what we save. Across states, ancient 
forts and crumbling havelis are being 
lovingly restored — not as static dis-
plays behind velvet ropes, but as liv-
ing, breathing hotels. This isn’t nos-
talgia dressed in five-star convenience. 
These are bold acts of  heritage re-
vival, where every stay funds preser-
vation, local jobs and the dignity of  a 
community reclaiming its past. 
While Rajasthan has long been the 
poster child for heritage hospitality, 
2025 marks a significant shift as oth-
er states step into the spotlight. Uttar 
Pradesh is leading the charge with 
plans to restore and convert Chunar 
Fort, Chhatar Manzil and Roshan-ud-
Daulah into regal stays that offer 
both architectural marvel and his-
torical depth. Meanwhile, Tripura is 
preparing to welcome its own five-
star heritage hotel — an ambitious 
project that could set the tone for cul-
tural tourism in Northeast India. 
While these restorations are being 
made, here are four new luxury heri-
tage stays you can check into this 
summer. Skip the soulless shoebox 
suites and choose hotels with history 
in their roots. Because in 2025, heri-
tage isn’t just what we visit — it’s 
what we protect by living in it, even 
if  it is for a night.
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AS INDIA REIMAGINES ITS PAST THROUGH ADAPTIVE REUSE, NEW 
HERITAGE STAYS OFFER TRAVELLERS A CHANCE TO HELP PRESERVE IT...
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MP gets it 25th  
Wildlife Sanctuary 

Madhya Pradesh has officially designated its 25th wildlife sanctuary in the Sagar district, naming it 
the Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar Wildlife Sanctuary. Spanning approximately 258.64 square kilometres, 
this newly protected area aims to enhance wildlife conservation, promote eco-tourism and generate 

employment opportunities for local communities. The sanctuary’s establishment is expected to elevate the 
region’s ecological balance and attract nature enthusiasts seeking authentic experiences in the wilderness.

IF YOU’RE GOING THROUGH HELL, KEEP  
GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL


