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The government proposes to extend provision of
egg under mid-day meals scheme, to all school
working days instead of only three days a week at
present. As per the norms of CBSE, �re safety
equipment would be installed in all government
schools at a cost of ₹10 crore in 2025-26, it was
announced. 

Eggs to be given on all days 
under mid-day meal scheme
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The government has instituted an award in the
name of Karaikal Ammaiyar, one of the 5th
century icons of Saivite literature. Presenting the
Budget for 2025-26 on Wednesday, Chief Minister
N. Rangasamy said the award in honour of
Karaikal Ammaiyar, one of the three women
among the 63 Nayanmars, will be presented from
this year. Apart from a cultural hall in her name,
a museum will also be constructed in Karaikal.
The Budget, which earmarked ₹40.40 crore for
the Art and Culture department, also envisaged a
study centre with a library to be constructed at
Nehru Nagar, Karaikal, for exam aspirants.

Award instituted in honour 
of saint Karaikal Ammaiyar 
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FRIDAY, MAR. 14

RISE 06:17 SET 18:19

RISE 18:28 SET 06:12

SATURDAY, MAR. 15

RISE 06:17 SET 18:20

RISE 19:13 SET 06:46

SUNDAY, MAR. 16

RISE 06:16 SET 18:20

RISE 19:58 SET 07:20
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T
he Puducherry go-
vernment has is-
sued no-objection

certi�cates for the esta-
blishment of six distilleries
as part of measures to
shore up revenue and
create job opportunities,
Chief Minister N. Rangasa-
my informed the Assembly
on Thursday.

Winding up the discus-
sion on Lieutenant Gover-
nor K. Kailashnathan’s ad-
dress in the Assembly, the
Chief Minister said the
NOCs issued to the distil-
leries would help the go-
vernment raise around
₹500 crore revenue and
provide jobs to 5,000 wo-
men. The government’s
aim was to set up the distil-
leries without causing de-
gradation to the groundwa-
ter table or the
environment, he said.

Making an indirect refe-
rence to the criticism le-

velled by the Congress that
there was corruption in-
volved in issuing permits
for starting distilleries in
the Union Territory, the
Chief Minister said: “Peo-
ple are saying a lot of

things about issuing per-
mits to the distilleries. We
don’t know from where
they got that information.
We don’t know why people
are saying all these things
and their interests. We

have to accept the role
played by the liquor indus-
try in raising the resources
of the Union Territory, and
if everyone takes a unani-
mous stand on prohibi-
tion, I will also support it,”

Mr. Rangasamy said.
The Lt. Governor, the

Chief Minister said, had a
considerate view on the
demands of the govern-
ment. He has been positive
to the development needs
of the Union Territory, the
Chief Minister said, ad-
ding: “When I met him (Lt.
Governor) yesterday also,
he said he will be meeting
the Prime Minister [Naren-
dra Modi] soon and has
promised to take up sub-
jects concerning the Union
Territory’s administration
with the Centre. I am hope-
ful that the Centre will take
a considerate view on all
our grievances, including
the demand for State-
hood,” he said.

The Chief Minister said
the government would im-
plement all the promises
made in the Budget. The
government’s priority
would be to create jobs by
�lling vacancies in various
departments and starting
new industries, he added.

No objection certi�cates given to set
up six distilleries in Puducherry: CM 

Priority for jobs: Chief Minister N. Rangasamy wrapped up the discussion on Lieutenant Governor K.

Kailashnathan’s address in the Puducherry Assembly on Thursday. S.S.KUMAR

The move to permit distilleries will help the government raise around ₹500-cr. revenue and provide jobs to 5,000 women,

the Chief Minister said, adding that the aim was to do it without causing degradation of groundwater table or environment 
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Lieutenant Governor K.
Kailashnathan on Thurs-
day inaugurated the work
for completing the con-
struction of the Uppanar
Canal Bridge.

The Lt. Governor was
accompanied by Chief Mi-
nister N. Rangasamy for
the ‘bhoomi puja’ of the
project which was revived
last year. 

The road over bridge
(ROB), originally conceived
in 2005-06, to connect the
busy arterial stretches of
Kamaraj Salai and Marai-
malai Adigal Salai, was
hanging �re for several

years due to various rea-
sons, including administra-
tive lapses, arbitration and
lack of funds. 

Once completed, the

ROB would serve as a vital
link between Kamaraj Salai
and Maraimalai Adigal Sa-
lai and ease tra�c conges-
tion on both arterial roads.

Speaker R. Selvam, Pu-
blic Works Minister K.
Lakshminarayanan, G.
Nehru, MLA, Chief Secre-
tary Sharat Chauhan, A.
Muthamma, Public Works
Secretary, D. Manikandan,
Secretary to Lt. Governor,
A. Kulothungan, District
Collector and M.Dhinad-
hayalan, PWD Chief Engi-
neer were present on the
occasion. 

Work on construction of bridge across
Uppanar canal begins in Puducherry

Lieutenant Governor K. Kailashnathan and Chief Minister N.

Rangasamy taking part in the bhoomi puja of the work to complete

the ROB on Uppanar Canal on Thursday. 
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The bridge will serve
as a vital link
between Kamaraj
Salai and Maraimalai
Adigal Salai to ease
tra�c congestion 

The Puducherry govern-
ment will soon notify its
green mobility policy
aimed at providing the ne-
cessary impetus for faster
adoption of green technol-
ogies, such as electric and
hybrid vehicles, and accel-
erate the Union Territory’s
transition to environment-
friendly transportation.

The Budget for 2025-26
presented in the Assembly
on Wednesday stated that
the government had pro-
posed to provide subsidy
for purchasing electric
vehicles as well as 50%
concession on road tax
while registering such veh-
icles. 

Under the PM e-bus Se-
wa scheme, the govern-
ment has submitted a pro-
posal for operating 75
electric buses under Gross
Cost Contract (GCC). The
Union government has al-
ready �nalised the tenders,
and the approval of the Pu-
ducherry government will
be communicated within
this month. 

As part of the scheme,
as many as 25 electric bus-
es (9 metre) and 50 (12
metre) will be deployed in
Puducherry, ensuring that
two-thirds of the bus �eet
of the Puducherry Road
Transport Corporation
(PRTC) are electri�ed. The
government has proposed
to operate 10 ultra-deluxe
buses through PRTC on
long distance routes. 

Additionally, 10 electric
buses will be deployed for
Karaikal, and �ve each for
Mahe and Yanam through
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) mode. 

The Union government
has also sanctioned ₹8.15
crore for the establishment
of an e-depot and for Be-
hind the Meter Infrastruc-
ture work at Mettupa-
layam. 

Under the Smart City
Mission, the operation of
38 e-rickshaws and 25 e-
buses in the city will com-
mence shortly. 

U.T. govt. to
introduce
green mobility
policy soon 
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The government proposes
to establish ATAL Tinker-
ing-cum-Composite Skills
Lab in all the PM SHRI
schools in the Union Terri-
tory, it was stated in the
Budget.

The measure aims to
cultivate new and innova-
tive thoughts in the �eld of

Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics. 

Twelve schools 

All the classrooms in these
PM SHRI Schools will be
provided with Smart Inte-
ractive Board. According to
the Ministry of Education,
there are 12 such schools —
three secondary and nine
senior secondary — in the
Union Territory.

Innovation labs to 
be established in 
PM SHRI schools 
The Hindu Bureau
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