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India’sdigitalcricket
frenzyhitsanexabyte
SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
NewDelhi,26March

Indians, according to esti-
mates by telecommunica-
tions companies (telcos),
consumeda staggering 1
exabyte/EB (1 billion giga-
byte) of data, streaming the
much-awaited final
between India andNew
Zealand in theChampions
Trophyon their devices—
making it oneof thehighest
globally for a standalone
event lasting just five to
sixhours.

In the global sports
sweepstakes, thebiggest
data guzzler has been the
FIFAWorldCup2022,when
the total data consumed to
stream thematches across
theworldwas estimated at
15EB—but over 64match-
es. Industry estimates sug-
gest the averagepermatch
was around0.2-0.3EB,with
the final consuming
evenmore.

The total data consump-
tion across theworld for the
2024Olympics is estimated
at anaverage of 0.9EBper
day. In contrast, during the
ChampionsTrophy final,
thebulk of thedatausage
was in India, apart from
WestAsia, amongothers.

In thenon-sporting are-
na, industry estimates sug-
gest that thebiggest data-
consuming event is China’s
Singles’Day, theworld’s
largest online shopping fes-
tival,whichpeaks on
November 11. According to

estimates, it sees consump-
tionof 1–2EBon that day
due to theonlinebuying
frenzy, alongwithprocess-
ing orders, socialmedia
engagement, livestreaming,
andmore.

The cricket frenzy from
just onematch canbe
gauged from the fact that
while Indiawon to lift the
trophy, Indians, on average,
consumeda total of 21.5EB
of datapermonth in 2024,
growing at 23per cent over
2023.A single final game in
Marchaccounted for
around5per cent of the
month’s total data con-
sumption.

Among telcos, Reliance
Jio accounted for 50per
cent of thedata consump-
tion, hitting0.5EB just for
thematch. Thepopularity
of the viewingwas reflected

in the fact that peak concur-
rent viewership on
JioHotstar for the final
reached61million. The total
minutes of viewingwas 110
billionminutes on
JioHotstar, closing inon
television (TV),which saw
137billionminutes.

The growing shift of
viewership fromTV todigi-
tal onlineplatforms is
reflected in a studyby
Kantar,which found that
over 24per cent of internet
users (around286million)
are cord-cutterswhocon-
sumecontent exclusively on
digital platforms.Another
50percent (599million) are
concurrent users—watch-
ing content onbothTVand
digital platforms—and26
per cent (305million) con-
sumecontent only on tradi-
tional linearTV.

IndiaunlikelytoextraditeHasina

UPI faces outage, NPCI
reports technical issues
India’s real-time payments
system Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) facedanout-
age on Wednesday leading
totransactionfailuresacross
third party apps and bank-
ing applications.

The National Payments
Corporationof India (NPCI)
stated that thesystemfaced
intermittenttechnical issues
leading to failures.

“NPCI had faced inter-
mittent technical issues
owingtowhichUPIhadpar-
tial decline. The same has
beenaddressednowandthe

systemhasstabilised.Regret
the inconvenience,” the
apexpaymentsbodysaid in
a statement onX.

Third party apps said
that they raised the issue
with NPCI after the initial
outagesontheirapp.“Nearly
half of our verification for
virtual payment addresses
saw a failure. Seemed like a
network problem since
transactions either failed or
werecategorisedpendingon
ourapp,”afounderofathird
party UPI application said.

AJINKYA KAWALE

SATARUPA BHATTACHARJYA
NewDelhi,26March

India is unlikely to accept Dhaka’s
request to extradite Sheikh Hasina,
the former prime minister of
Bangladesh,whowasousted inastu-
dent-led movement and fled her
country in August last year. She has
since been living in self-exile in
NewDelhi.

An Indian government official,
with knowledge of the matter, told
Business Standard that if Indiawere
to agree, a wrongmessage would go
totheworld,especially toothercoun-
tries in the region — “friends and
foes alike”.

The official, who spoke on the
conditionof anonymity, said: “What
signal would we be sending — that
wedon’t standby our friends?”

Other than India’shistorical rela-
tionship with Bangladesh and
China’s reach in South Asia,
Pakistan’s influence,more apparent
sinceHasina’s fall,hasbecomeacon-
cern forNewDelhi.

“Any perceived act of weakness
wouldbedetrimental to India’sposi-
tion,” the official said.

In December, the transitional
government inDhakamadeaformal
request to India forHasina’s extradi-
tion. India has not responded yet.

The transitional government,
whichhasallegedhumanrights vio-
lations byHasina during her 15-year
tenure, including her attempt to
quell last year’s protests with brutal
force (hundreds were killed), has
requested Interpol, the world police
network, to issue a notice for
her arrest.

Previously, Hasina lived in India
for six years after her father Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman and most of her
other familymembers were assassi-
nated in a coup in 1975.

RivaGangulyDas, India’s former
ambassador to Bangladesh, said:
“The world will judge us by how we
treat our friends.”

Askedabout the legalaspectofan
existing treaty between India and
Bangladesh, she pointed to the sec-
tion under which extradition could
be refused if the offence for which it
is requested is of a political nature.

India is worried about the lack of
political stability in Bangladesh,
where the transitional government
is being led by Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus, a Nobel Peace
Prizewinner.

“It is innobody’s interest that the
instability continues. The people of
Bangladesh want an election,”
Das said.

However, it is unclear when
Bangladesh’s next election would
beheld.

The transitional government has
sought a meeting between Yunus
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on the sidelines of a conference of
SouthandSoutheastAsiancountries
inBangkok inApril. The Indiangov-
ernment has not responded yet.
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri vis-
itedDhaka inDecember.

Yunus is expected to meet
Chinese President Xi Jinping in
Beijing this week. It is unclear if
Yunuswill discuss the topicwithXi.
But India is unlikely to change its
position onHasina.

China analyst and member of
India’s National Security Advisory
BoardJayadevaRanadesaid,“Weare
not going to ditch a friend. It will be
effectively sentencing her to death.
Thatwillbeunacceptableeventothe
international community.”

The Indian government is also
concerned about Pakistan’s influ-
ence that goes beyond Islamist
groups inBangladesh.

“More than China, it is Pakistan
that India would be worried about,
from a security perspective, in the
changed scenario,”Das said.

IndiaandBangladeshshareabor-
der of some4,000km. India has sig-
nificantly tightened its border con-
trol sinceAugust.

“The instability in Bangladesh
poses a security risk for India,”
Ranade said.

India isBangladesh’s largest trad-
ingpartner inSouthAsia,withbilat-
eral tradeat$14.01billion in2023-24,
according to Indian government
data. But talks on economic and
water-sharing (Teesta River) agree-
ments are currently stalled.

ARCHIS MOHAN
NewDelhi,26March

A study on the status of policing in India,
releasedonWednesday,hasfoundthatasig-
nificant proportion of police personnel jus-

tify the use of torture and violence in the course of
their duties, and also believe that they should be
allowedtouseforcewithoutanyfearofpunishment.

ThestudyfoundKeralaPolicetobethemostsen-
sitised to the rights of those arrested while that of
Jharkhand and Gujarat the least. Police personnel
from Gujarat (57 per cent), Andhra Pradesh (51 per
cent),Maharashtra (50percent),TamilNadu(46per
cent), and Odisha (42 per cent) said mob violence
against suspectedperpetrators of crimeswas “justi-
fiedtoagreatextent”.ThosefromKerala(0percent),
NagalandandWestBengal (2percenteach),Punjab
(3percent),UttarPradesh (4percent), andDelhi (10
per cent) were least likely to defend mob violence,
the study found.

TheStatusofPolicing inIndiaReport2025:Police
Torture and (Un)Accountability, conducted by
CommonCause,anadvocacygroup, incollaboration
withtheLoknitiProgrammeofDelhi-basedthinktank
Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS),
surveyed 8,276 police personnel of various ranks, at
82 locationsacross 17 statesandUnionTerritories.

Someof thekeyfindingsof thestudyhighlighted
thesignificant“disregardfortheRuleofLaw”among
thepolice forces across thecountry. It found that 20
per cent of the police personnel feel that it is “very
important” for themtouse toughmethods to create
fearamongthepublic,andanother35percent think
it is “somewhat important”.

It foundthatoneinfourpolicepersonnelstrongly
justifiesmobviolence incasesof sexualharassment
(27 per cent) and child lifting/kidnapping (25 per
cent). “This suggests that about a fourth of India’s
police personnel support the idea ofmobs acting as
the judge, juryandexecutioner inmatters theycon-
sider grave,” the studynoted.

According to the survey, 22 per cent police per-
sonnel believe that killing “dangerous criminals” is
better than giving them a legal trial. More experi-
enced and upper subordinate officers are relatively
less likely to agreewith the statement, it said.

The“StatusofpolicinginIndia”, theauthorssaid,
explores the nature, causes and factors that con-
tribute to the perpetuation of police violence and
torture in India. It is a first-of-its-kindstudy in seek-
ing tounderstand thepolice’s attitudes towards tor-

ture and the normalisation of its use, the authors
said. The study found that police personnel over-
whelmingly believe that in order to properly fulfil
their responsibilities, they should be allowed to use
forcewithoutanyfearofpunishment.Ofthoseinter-
viewed,26percent“stronglyagreed”and45percent
“somewhat agreed” with this, while 11 per cent
“stronglydisagreed”and13percent“somewhatdis-
agreed”.

Overall, 41 per cent police personnel said that
arrest procedures are “always” adhered to, while 24
per cent said that theyare “rarelyornever” adhered
to. Kerala reported the highest compliance (94 per
cent said “always”), while Jharkhand reported the
poorest compliance (8per cent said “always”).

According to the study, 30per cent ofpoliceper-
sonnel said that “third-degree methods” on the
accused are justified in serious criminal cases.Nine
per cent said they are justified inpetty offences.

Moreonbusiness-standard.com

India may soon
train nations on
drug regulatory
practices
SANKET KOUL
NewDelhi,26March

India may soon start training
drug regulators from select for-
eign countries ondrug regulato-
ry practices and pharmacovigi-
lance, officials in the know said
onWednesday.

The project could include
drug regulators and inspectors
from African, South East Asian,
and SouthAsianAssociation for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
countries on drug and regulato-
ry aspects and the sharing of
expertise as part of the Ministry
of External Affairs’ (MEA’s)
International Training and
Education Center for Health
(ITECH) programme.

“A proposal for the same has
been forwarded to the MEA,
with the body expecting to get
an approval for the programme
soon,” an official from the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO) said.

As part of the programme,
countrieswould be informed on
how the quality of drugs ismon-
itored through market surveil-
lance, where drug samples are
drawn randomly from the mar-
ket andmanufacturing facilities
and tested at government labo-
ratories.

These training programmes
will be held at the National
Institute of Health and Family
Welfare (NIHFW), an
autonomous organisationunder
the Union health ministry,
which has proposed training
programmes for the drug regu-
lators.

NewDelhidoesn’twanttosend‘wrongmessage’totheworldthatitdoesn’tstandbyfriends
Torture in call of duty
finds support among
cops, reveals study

IndiavsNewZealandChampionsTrophy final, playedon
March9,wasoneof thehighest streamedstandaloneevents

Misleadingads:SCasksstatestoset
upgrievanceredress mechanism
Observing that misleading
advertisements could cause
greatharmto the society, the
Supreme Court on
Wednesday set a
two-month dead-
line for the states
and union territo-
ries to create a
grievance redress
mechanism to deal
with complaints against
suchads.

Issuing a slew of direc-
tions to curb misleading
advertisements, a Bench of
Abhay S Oka and Ujjal

Bhuyansaidtheycouldcause
greatharmtothesocietyand
that it was essential to stop

them and save the igno-
rantmasses.

Thestategovern-
ments, the court
said, should create
mechanisms for
membersofthepub-

lic to lodgecomplaints
against objectionable

advertisements prohibited
under the Drugs and Magic
RemediesAct, 1954.The1954
act ismore than 70 years old
and there is no implementa-

tion in its true lettert, it said.
“We direct the states gov-

ernments to create proper
grievance redressal mecha-
nismswithin a period of two
months from today and give
adequate publicity to the
availability at frequent inter-
vals." The mechanism could
entail complaints being
lodged on a toll-free number
or through an email. The top
court directed the states to
sensitise the police machin-
eryonimplementationofthe
provisions of 1954 act.

PTI

In December, the transitional
government in Dhaka made a
formal request to India for
Hasina’s extradition. India has
not respondedyet
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APPLE ANNOUNCES
DATES FOR WWDC
Applehasconfirmedthatits2025Worldwide
DevelopersConference(WWDC)willbeheldonline
fromJune9to13.Theeventwillbeginwithakeynote
presentation,wherethecompanywillhighlightthe
"latestApplesoftwareandtechnologies."Thisyear's
conferencewill includevideosessionsand
opportunitiesfordeveloperstoengagewithApple
engineersanddesignersthroughonlinelabs.These
resourceswillbeavailableontheAppleDeveloper
app,website,andYouTubechannel.

Vivo previews Vision MR headset
Vivohasintroducedaprototypeofitsupcomingmixed-reality(MR)
headset,named"Vision."Thedeviceappearstoincorporateapairof
sensorspositionedatthebottomoftheframe,likely
designedtotrackhandgesturesanduser
movement—similartoAppleVisionPro.The
companystatedthattheMRheadsetintegrates
withits"BlueTechnology
Matrix,"whichcomprises
proprietaryartificial intelligence
(AI)models, imaging
processes,and
additionalfeatures.

DUTY CHECK
Likelihoodofthearrestproceduresbeing
followed (figures in %)
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Source: Status of Policing in India Report 2025
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