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Chennai, Mar 16:  
Hindustan Institute of 

Technology and Science 
(HITS) is currently host-
ing the Dr. Elizabeth 
Verghese International 
Film Festival, organized 
by the Department of Vi-
sual Communication. The 
festival aims to provide 
students with hands-on 
experience in filmmaking 
while fostering critical 
thinking. Films addressing 
various cultural themes 
are being screened, of-
fering insights into com-
position, color, design, 
production, and narrative 
strategies. By showcasing 
the work of filmmakers 
from three continents, 
the event is fostering 

lively discussions and 
meaningful connections, 
transforming the HITS 
campus into a vibrant 
center for global cinema.  
The festival highlights 

film as a communica-
tion medium and features 
works by international 
and Indian filmmakers, 
including Veni, Vedi, 
Fugi, Last Tango in Con-
sta, and The New Year 
by Robert Eugen Popa 
and Bogdan Muresan; 
Chimbu Devan’s moving 
drama Boat; Sara’s envi-
ronmental documentary 
Cauvery: River of Life; 
Era Saravanan’s boundary-
pushing Nandan; and Pari 
Elavazhagan’s thought-
provoking Jama.  

Dr. Anand Jacob Ver-
ghese, Chancellor of 
HITS, expresses his sat-
isfaction with the fes-
tival’s growing interna-
tional reputation: “Cinema 
transcends boundaries in 
ways few other art forms 
can. This year’s festival 
demonstrates how stories 
from different corners 
of the world resonate 
with audiences regardless 
of cultural backgrounds. 
We’re proud to provide a 
platform where filmmak-
ers can share their unique 
visions and perspectives.”  
Dr. Ashok George Ver-

ghese, Pro-Chancellor, 
HITS adds: “ “The enthu-
siastic response from both 
filmmakers and audiences 

confirms our belief in 
cinema’s power to foster 
understanding and appre-
ciation across cultures.”  
A key highlight of the 

festival is a masterclass 
on filmmaking by the 
legendary director-actor 
K.S. Ravikumar, who 
shares insights from his 
decades-long career across 
multiple Indian film in-
dustries. Reflecting on the 
experience, he remarks, 
“These young filmmakers 
pose questions that make 
me view my own work 
from a fresh perspective. 
This exchange of ideas 
across generations is what 
makes festivals like these 
invaluable to the future of 
cinema.”  

HITS hosts Dr. Elizabeth Verghese 
International Film Festival

The current market 
downturn, characterized 
by a retreat of logic in 
favor of supply-demand 
dynamics, has impacted 
even stocks with strong 
fundamentals and con-
sistent growth. While 
predicting the duration 
of such downturns is 
challenging, the Dow 
Theory’s emphasis on 
identifying trend reversals 
through index highs of-
fers a valuable tool for 
investors.
The correction has pre-

sented attractive valua-
tions for numerous fun-
damentally sound stocks. 
At this juncture, a meticu-
lous approach focusing 
on strong financials and 
growth potential is para-
mount. Identifying sectors 
poised for expansion is 
crucial.
One such sector exhib-

iting significant growth 
potential in India is Tour-
ism & Hospitality. This 
sector is witnessing a 
surge in activity, driven 
by a confluence of fac-
tors including the recently 
concluded Mahakumbh 
Mela, a vibrant Indian 
wedding season, rising 
disposable incomes, and 
the government’s ag-
gressive promotion of 
tourism, encompassing 
medical and religious 
tourism. Companies like 
Taj GVK Hotel & Re-
sorts Ltd., Lemon Tree 
Hotels, Indigo Airlines, 
Chalet Hotels, and BLS 
International are well-
positioned to capitalize 
on this growth.
Historically, market cor-

rections have paved the 
way for the emergence 
of new market lead-
ers. The Indian GDP’s 

strong correlation with 
the Nifty, which in turn 
reflects consumption pat-
terns, underscores the 
importance of this sector. 
Rising incomes, rapid ur-
banization, the prolifera-
tion of e-commerce, and 
state-sponsored welfare 
initiatives are expected 
to significantly boost 
consumption. The antici-
pated positive impact of 
budget announcements 
and reduced income tax 
rates will likely material-
ize within the next two 
to three quarters, making 
the consumption sector 
a prime candidate for a 
swift recovery.
Investors should closely 

monitor stocks within 
the telecom, consumer 
durables, air conditioning, 
finance, two-wheeler, and 
food delivery segments.
 Investors should adopt 

Market correction

When the mar-
ket is falling, log-
ic often takes a 
back seat as even 
stocks with con-
sistent results and 
a steady growth 
are affected!

Beware... 

a long-term perspective, 
focusing on fundamental 
analysis and identifying 
sectors with sustainable 
growth potential.
This analysis under-

scores the importance 
of a balanced approach, 
combining economic in-
sights, sectoral analysis, 
and technical indicators to 
navigate the complexities 
of the Indian market.

Hyderabad:
GoCoop Livelihoods Foundation, in partnership 

with Access Development Services, hosted ‘Weaving 
the Future - A Colloquium on the Handloom Sector’ 
at Banjara Hills.

The event brought together policymakers, weav-
ers, and industry experts to address challenges in the 
handloom sector and explore solutions for its growth, 
a release said here on Wednesday.  

Jayesh Ranjan, Special Chief Secretary (ITE&C), 
delivered the keynote address, emphasizing technol-
ogy’s role in strengthening the handloom industry. 
Experts discussed fair market access, e-commerce 
integration, and stakeholder collaboration to boost 
artisan livelihoods.  

The event also showcased Telangana’s rich hand-
loom traditions, including Pochampally Ikat, Gadwal, 
and Warangal durries. A special pavilion highlighted 
local weavers’ craftsmanship.  

Following the colloquium, GoCoop is hosting the 
GoSwadeshi Exhibition at Kalinga Cultural Hall from 
March 12-16, offering authentic handloom products 
from over 45 artisan partners.

Experts explore 
challeges in 

‘Weaving the 
Future’

Hyderabad:
Hyderabad recorded 3.5 million 

sq ft in warehousing transactions 
in 2024, with 34 per cent of the 
total transactions attributed to the 
manufacturing sector, according to 
Knight Frank India’s latest report.  

 The report highlights Hyder-
abad’s 16.4 million sq ft develop-
ment potential to accommodate fu-
ture warehousing demand - nearly 
five times the transaction volumes 
recorded in 2024.  

The manufacturing sector (ex-
cluding FMCG and FMCD) domi-
nated the market, accounting for 
34 per cent of total transactions, 
followed closely by the retail sec-
tor at 33 per cent. Key manu-
facturing contributors included re-
newable energy, automotive, and 
auto-ancillary industries.  

Government initiatives such as 
Make in India and Production 
Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes 
have significantly bolstered Hy-

derabad’s manufacturing and logis-
tics growth. Meanwhile, the retail 
sector - particularly e-commerce, 
FMCG, and consumer durables - 
also played a major role in driv-
ing warehouse leasing, meeting 
the city’s expanding consumption 
needs.  

The Shamshabad cluster 
emerged as a major warehousing 
and industrial hub in Hyderabad, 
strategically located along the 
Bengaluru-Hyderabad Highway. 
Prominent areas within this cluster 
include Shamshabad, Aerotropo-
lis, Srisailam Highway, Bongloor, 
Kothur, and Shadnagar. The re-
gion is home to a diverse industri-
al base, including seed processing 
units, 3PL companies, and elec-
tronics manufacturing. In 2024, 
the Shamshabad cluster accounted 
for 47 per cent of the city’s total 
warehousing transactions.  

Shishir Baijal, Chairman and 
Managing Director of Knight 

Frank India, remarked, “Hyder-
abad’s strategic location, excel-
lent connectivity, and expanding 
industrial base have strengthened 
its position as a key warehous-
ing and logistics hub. The city’s 
well-developed road and rail net-
works, along with its proximity to 
major highways and ports, ensure 
smooth regional distribution. With 
continued policy support, grow-
ing occupier demand, and robust 
infrastructure, Hyderabad’s ware-
housing sector is set for further 
expansion, attracting increased in-
vestment in the coming years.” In 
2024, Hyderabad’s warehousing 
market recorded an average rent-
al value of Rs 20.7/sq ft/month, 
marking a 1 per cent year-on-year 
increase. The highest rental val-
ues for Grade A warehouses were 
reported in the Patancheru Indus-
trial Area cluster, ranging between 
Rs 24-28/sq ft/month, the report 
added.  

Hyderabad tops in warehousing 
transactions

Tokyo:
Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary 

Yoshimasa Hayashi has expressed 
regret over the U.S. decision to 
impose additional tariffs without 
exempting Japan, stating that such 
broad trade restrictions could sig-
nificantly impact Japan-U.S. eco-
nomic relations, the global econ-
omy, and the multilateral trade 
system.  

At a press conference, Hayashi 
emphasized that Japan had con-
veyed to the United States that 
its steel imports from Japan posed 
no threat to American national se-

curity.  
The remarks came as the Unit-

ed States imposed a 25-percent 
tariff on all steel and aluminum 
imports on Wednesday.  

Earlier this week, Japanese 
Minister of Economy, Trade and 
Industry Yoji Muto met with U.S. 
officials in Washington to seek 
exemptions from the tariffs but 
failed to secure assurances, local 
media reported on Tuesday.  

Following talks with U.S. Trade 
Representative Jamieson Greer and 
Commerce Secretary Howard Lut-
nick, Muto said the officials ac-

knowledged Japan’s importance to 
the American economy, but did 
not offer guarantees regarding tar-
iff exemptions, Kyodo News re-
ported.  

Muto said Japan will continue 
to try to protect companies from 
being hit by the proposed tariffs. 
“Based on the latest discussions, 
we will be in close consultation 
on how we can make the national 
interests of Japan and the United 
States a win-win situation,” Kyodo 
cited Muto as saying    

Japan unhappy over 
fresh US tariffs

BIZ-COM

New Delhi:
Global economic 

activity is expected 
to maintain modest 
momentum in 2025 
but international 
trade faces significant 
uncertainty with factors 
such as a shift in US 
trade policies, global 
trade imbalances and 
geopolitical challenges 
negatively impacting 
trade growth, UN 
Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) has said in 
its latest Global Trade 
Update.  

 “Moreover, the 
possibility of trade 
policy escalations casts 
a shadow of uncertainty 
over the global trade 
outlook for 2025,” it 
said.  

The report said that 
the expected easing 
in global inflation 
and China’s economic 
stimulus for 2025 - with 
a growth target of about 
5 percent- may provide 
some tailwind to global 
trade.  

The Global Trade 
Update noted the 
growing trend in the 
implementation of 
protectionist trade 
policies, with a growing 
tendency to link trade 
measures with non-trade 
policy objectives.  

 “This shift is evident 
in the implementation of 
broad new tariffs targeting 
specific countries, as 
well as more targeted 
tariffs affecting particular 
products, such as steel 
and aluminium. These 
tariffs are expected 
to have significant 

Global economic activity
faces uncertainty
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repercussions on global 
and regional value 
chains,” it said.  

The report said that 
unilateral and highly 
restrictive trade policies 
can set off ripple effects, 
and such measures 
frequently prompt 
retaliatory actions from 
affected trading partners, 
often creating a cycle of 
escalating trade barriers 
which may eventually 
involve also third parties.  

The report highlighted 
that there has been a 
noticeable reduction in 

demand for container 
shipping in the first 
months of 2025 as 
reflected by a significant 
decrease in the Shanghai 
Containerized Freight 
Index (SCFI).  

 “The decline in the 
SCFI points to weaker 
trade volumes, signalling 
a slowdown in global 
economic activity. 
Additionally, the Baltic 
Dry Index, which tracks 
shipping rates for bulk 
commodities such as 
coal, iron ore, and grain, 
remains at relatively 

low levels compared to 
2024,” it said.  

As per UNCTAD, 
global trade expanded by 
nearly US$1.2 trillion in 
2024, reaching US$33 
trillion - a result of a 
9% rise in services trade 
and a 2% increase in 
goods trade.  

While developing 
nations, particularly 
China and India saw 
better than average 
trade expansion during 
2024, many developed 
nations experienced trade 
contractions.

The Levi’s brand is 
thri l led to announce 
its newest ambassador, 
global icon Diljit Dosanjh. 
Known for rewriting the 
rules of music, cinema, 
and style, Diljit joins the 
Levi’s® family as the first 
Punjabi artist as part of 
the brand’s ever-growing 
community of creative 
talent. 
Amisha Jain, Managing 

Director and SVP, South 
As i a ,  Midd l e Ea s t , 
Africa, and Non-EU at 
Levi Strauss & Co., 
adds, “Diljit Dosanjh 
perfectly embodies the 
progressive spiri t of 
Levi’s®. His phenomenal 
journey perfectly aligns 
with our brand’s spirit 
of empowering self-
expression through music, 
fashion, and culture. 
Together, we’re set to 
create something truly 
iconic.”

Ho t on the hee l s 
of his record-breaking 
Dil-Luminati Tour and 
history-making Coachella 
debut, this partnership 
blends the timeless appeal 
of Levi’s®with Diljit’s 
trailblazing journey. From 
G.O.A.T to Lover, and 
now truly an Icon set 
to #LiveInLevis, it’s a 
celebration of two icons 
rede f in ing cu l tu re—
together.
Drawing inspiration 

from Dilj i t ’s unique 
ability to connect across 
borders and genres, this 
collaboration highlights 
the Levi’s®brand’s role 
as a canvas for self-
expression. From his early 
hits in Punjabi cinema to 
charting on the Billboard 
Social 50, Diljit’s story 
is all about bold choices, 
just like the blue jeans 
that have stood the test of 
time for over 170 years.

Diljit Dosanjh new 
brand ambassador

for Levi’s


