
www.freepressjournal.in nation 9Indore, Friday, February 28, 2025

Now, Tent city wears a deserted look
HOLY DIP, DEEP DEVOTION: From mega gathering, now it's packing time at Maha Kumbh Mela; residents get emotional

PTI 
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR 

A worker dismantles a 45-day-
old camp, the sound of two 
metallic sheets hitting each 
other on the ground pierces 
the silence pervading the mela 
landscape that till a day ago, 
was teeming with millions of 

pilgrims. 
While over 66 crore people 

took the holy dip at the Triveni 
Sangam during the Maha 
Kumbh, for a large number of 
people who camped at the site 
for over six weeks for this 
spiritual journey, it was akin to 
a "temporary home". 

"Sab ujad raha hai" (every-

thing is getting uprooted) is a 
constant refrain one can hear 
as people talk about the cur-
rent landscape in various tent 
city areas. 

Prayagraj resident Saloni 
Niranjan, who stayed at a 
Swiss cottage at Sector 6, 
spending virtually all nights 
here, was emotionally moved 

as she watched labourers dis-
mantle the camp where she 
observed 'Kalpawas' in 
keeping with multi-generation 
Kumbh tradition of her family. 

"One gets attached to the 
camp, the mela place that was 
filled with a sea of people till 
yesterday wears a desolate 
look. From humans every-

where to just a few dotting the 
landscape. It feels unusual and 
sometimes eerie, this dramatic 
change," she told PTI. 

Her husband Niranjan Lal, a 
lawyer, and their family 
'panda' Shambhunath Sharma 
also watched the once-vibrant 
camp being dismantled, shar-
ing her sentiments. 

"You move your eyes and 
see how the place has 
changed overnight, literally. 
The tent city, temple replica, 
health camps all getting over 
as people return to their 
homes. These lands, in a few 
months, will host farmers 
who will grow vegetables 
here," Sharma told PTI. 
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PTI 
NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Thursday likened the massive 
Maha Kumbh congregation to 
the newly awakened conscious-
ness of a nation breathing freely 
after breaking the shackles of a 
slavery mindset. 

"The Maha Kumbh has con-
cluded. The 'mahayagna' of unity 
has concluded," he wrote in a 
blog, a day after the mega relig-
ious exercise concluded. 

The prime minister offered 
apology to "Mother Ganga, 

Mother Yamuna, Mother Saras-
wati" as well as people, who he 
said are a form of God to him, for 
any shortcoming in the services 
rendered. 

He noted that making such a 
massive arrangement was not 
easy. 

 
 
 
 
 

‘Mahayagna of unity has concluded’

PTI 
PRAYAGRAJ 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Thursday 
credited Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi for the successful 
organisation of Maha Kumbh 
2025, calling it "a truly global 
event". 

Addressing journalists at the 
media centre here, a day after 
the conclusion of the Maha 
Kumbh, Adityanath said, 
"Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj 
truly became a global event, 
and the credit goes to the vi-
sionary leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. His 
vision has helped us success-

fully execute this grand event, 
and you (the media) have 
played a crucial role in convey-
ing its significance to the 
country and the world. I thank 
you for that." He also high-
lighted Modi's concept of inte-
grating faith and economy, 
stating that spiritual tourism 
holds immense potential, with 
Uttar Pradesh emerging as the 
most suitable state to harness it. 

"In 2024 alone, 64 crore pil-
grims and tourists visited vari-
ous religious sites across Uttar 
Pradesh, including Ayodhya, 
Varanasi, Mathura, Prayagraj, 
Chitrakoot, Vindhyachal, Go-
rakhpur and Naimisharanya," 
the chief minister said. 

UP CM Yogi Adityanath with Dy CMs Brajesh Pathak 
and Keshav Prasad Maurya arrives for Ganga Pujan a 
day after conclusion of Maha Kumbh

Yogi credits PM Modi for 
success of Maha Kumbh

PTI 
PRAYAGRAJ 

The Uttar Pradesh government has announced a special Rs 10,000 
bonus and the 'Maha Kumbh Seva Medal' for 75,000 police personnel 
who served during the "historic gathering", Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath said on Thursday. 

The personnel will also receive a one-week 
phased leave as a token of appreciation for their ef-
forts in managing the grand religious event, he said. 

Speaking at a special event at the Ganga Manda-
pam, CM Adityanath praised the police force's pa-
tience and discipline, acknowledging the 
challenging crowd management during the 45-day 
pilgrimage. 

"Our personnel were even pushed by people at 
times but they displayed remarkable resilience and 
patience," he said. 

Adityanath also responded to critics, stating, 
"Only those who participated in the Maha Kumbh 
can understand its scale and complexity. It is easy 
to sit far away and make negative comments."  

Rs 10,000 bonus, 
special medal, 7-day 
leave for 75,000 cops

While over 66 crore people took the 
holy dip at the Triveni Sangam during 
the Maha Kumbh, for a large number 

of people who camped at the site for over six 
weeks for this spiritual journey, it was akin to 
a "temporary home".


