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Amit Shah directs authorities to crack down on
networks assisting Bangladeshi, Rohingya intruders
NEW DELHI : Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday directed authori-
ties to crack down the entire
network assisting
Bangladeshi and Rohingya
intruders illegally entering
the country, obtaining docu-
ments, and settling in India.

Shah's direction came
after a high-level meeting
with newly elected Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta,
Home Minister Ashish Sood,
Delhi Commissioner of Police
Sanjay Arora, and senior offi-
cials on law and order and
coordination.

This is the first meeting
after a decade in the pres-
ence of the Delhi Chief
Minister. Shah pointed out
that the issue of "illegal
intruders is also related to
national security, and it
should be dealt with strictly,
and they should be identified
and deported."

The meeting was organ-
ised days after Rekha Gupta,
the BJP's debutante MLA
from Shalimar Bagh, took

oath as the fourth woman
Chief Minister of Delhi on
February 20.

"Take strict action against
the entire network that helps
Bangladeshi and Rohingya
intruders enter the country,
get their documents made
and facilitate their stay here.
The issue of illegal intruders
is also related to national
security, and it should be
dealt with strictly, and they
should be identified and
deported," mentions a state-
ment issued by the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA), quot-
ing the Home Minister.

In the meeting, the Home
Minister said the double-
engine government of Delhi
will work at double speed for
a developed and safe Delhi,
as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had expected.

The Home Minister also
directed the Delhi Police
Commissioner to take strict
action against police stations
and sub-divisions that consis-
tently perform poorly. "

Union Home Minister

said, "It should be the priori-
ty of Delhi Police to eliminate
interstate gangs in Delhi with
a ruthless approach."

"Work with top to bottom
and bottom to top approach
in narcotics cases and dis-
mantle its entire network,"
directed Shah, adding "per-
mission of Delhi Police will
not be required in matters
related to construction in
Delhi."

Shah instructed that "the
Delhi government should

appoint special prosecutors
so that these cases can be
disposed of soon" to ensure
the quick disposal of the 2020
Delhi riots cases.

The Home Minister fur-
ther directed the Delhi Police
to start recruiting for addi-
tional posts soon, and the
DCP-level officers should go
to police stations, organize
public hearing camps, and
solve the problems of the
public.

Shah also suggested form-

ing "new security committees
in JJ clusters for the safety of
women and children."

He also instructed that the
"Delhi Police should identify
the places where there is
daily traffic jam and Delhi
Police Commissioner and
Chief Secretary should meet
and find a quick solution to
this, so that the public can get
relief."

The Home Minister also
asked the Delhi government
to "prepare a 'Monsoon
Action Plan' to deal with
water-logging by identifying
the places where water-log-
ging occurs."

In the nearly two-hour
meeting, Union Home
Secretary Govind Mohan and
Director Intelligence Bureau
were present, along with the
senior officials from the
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Delhi Police, and Delhi gov-
ernment, to discuss recent
developments, security chal-
lenges, and measures to
ensure public safety in the
national capital.

SC grants pre-arrest bail to former Chhattisgarh
Advocate General in NAN scam case
NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Friday granted
anticipatory bail to former
Advocate General of
Chhattisgarh Satish Chandra
Verma, who was booked in
connection with the Nagrik
Apurti Nigam (NAN) scam
case. While granting the pre-
arrest bail, a bench of
Justices Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehta directed the
former Chhattisgarh
Advocate General Verma to
cooperate with the investiga-
tion. The case against Verma
pertained to certain incrimi-
nating WhatsApp chats that
took place between him and
bureaucrats Anil Tuteja and
Alok Shukla-- who are the
prime accused in the Nagrik
Apurti Nigam (NAN) scam
case.

As per allegations by the
Enforcement Directorate, the
former law officer aided the
prime accused in the case in

securing their bail.
The Nagrik Apurti Nigam

(NAN) scam involves the sup-
ply of alleged substandard
rice, grams, salt, and other
essentials, which has led to
the arrest of several high-
profile individuals, including
bureaucrats.

In November last year, a
sessions court in
Chhattisgarh had rejected
Verma's bail, stating that the
allegations against him were
serious and required to be
investigated. Later, the
Chhattisgarh High Court also
rejected Verma's pre-arrest
bail plea.

During an earlier hear-
ing in the case on February
21, the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment had informed the
Supreme Court it would not
take any coercive steps
against Verma in relation to
the Nagrik Apurti Nigam
(NAN) scam case.

Design is key to India's legacy and
future development: Piyush Goyal

NEW DELHI : Design is not only
about aesthetics, it is an innova-
tion that has its impact on India's
legacy and will play a role in the
country's development. This was
stated by Union Minister of
Commerce and Industry Piyush
Goyal during his address at the
44th Convocation Ceremony of
National Institute of Design (NID),
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry said.

He further noted that the
fresh graduates will act as a
bridge between the legacy and
the future of this country.

President of India, Droupadi Murmu, Acharya Devvrat,
Governor of Gujarat, Bhupendra Patel, Chief Minister of
Gujarat, Minister of State Commerce and Industries Jitin
Prasada and Governing Council Members also graced the
event on Thursday. Highlighting Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's call for 'Make in India' and 'Design in India' for the
world, Minister Goyal noted that the fresh graduates will make
it a reality. He stressed that these graduates as problem
solvers, innovators and designers will be working for the
world. "You will be the architect of the world, the world is
waiting for you", he said. Emphasising on the growing impor-
tance of design across sectors from space to semiconductors,
Goyal pointed out that the first stage of the Chandrayaan space
mission was the satellite's design that led to its success.

He asserted that India's design capabilities will be on dis-
play in audio-visual technologies to gaming, sustainability, toys
and more. "Possibilities in design are endless. We have to cre-
ate new ideas, innovation on a large scale catering to 140
crore people of the country. Inclusive growth and development
is our country's will and strength. Create, disrupt and leave a
mark in the world with your capabilities," the Minister said.
The 44th Convocation Ceremony saw 430 students from vari-
ous disciplines being awarded degrees from the National
Institute of Design.

Maharashtra: Fishing boat catch-
es fire off Raigad coast; all 18
crew members rescued
RAIGAD : A fishing boat belonging to Rakesh Gan caught fire
approximately 6-7 nautical miles off the coast of Akshi,
Alibaug, in the Raigad district during the early hours of
Thursday, officials said. The incident occurred around 3-4 am.

Upon receiving the distress call, the Indian Coast Guard and
the Indian Navy launched a swift rescue operation. They suc-
cessfully evacuated all 18 crew members from the boat, as
confirmed by Raigad SP.Indian Coast Guard Ships (ICGS)
SavitriBai Phule, on patrol off Mumbai, sighted IFB on fire in

Position 190 Prongs Lt 21.
The ship responded to the
situation and confirmed that
all fishermen from the boat
had embarked on another
IFB in the area .

Telangana: 200 personnel will
be deployed in SLBC tunnel res-
cue operation as efforts intensify
NAGARKURNOOL : Rescue operations are ongoing in
Nagarkurnool after a tunnel collapsed on February 22, trap-
ping eight workers. Efforts to rescue them have been intensi-
fied, with a total of 200 personnel set to be deployed at the
site. A joint effort involving mining experts from Singareni, the
National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF), the Indian Army, and other agencies
is in progress, officials said.

An officer from the rescue team said, "Initially, we deployed
20 people and yesterday and today we are going to deploy 200
personnel... All our rescue team personnel from Singareni are
experienced in working underground and in emergency situa-
tions. So, they are experts in rock cutting." Nagarkurnool SP
Gaikwad Vaibhav Raghunath said, "All Singareni teams, NDRF
team, SDRF team, Army and company officials are here.
Sludge has been brought out since yesterday. Hopefully, we
will get good results soon. The combined teams are working
here. It is a combined operation." According to Congress MLA
Dr. Chikkudu Vamshi, relief operations are continuing on the
seventh day since the incident. He highlighted that 12 depart-
ments are collaborating to expedite the process, and experi-
enced personnel from Singareni mines are playing a crucial
role. "This is the 7th day since the incident occurred... Today,
work is being done on war footing with the collaboration of 12
departments. Those who are the experts in India are working
here... I hope that by this evening, most of the slush.

PM Modi attends Sufi music festival
Jahan-e-Khusrau 2025 at Sunder Nursery

NEW DELHI : Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
attended the Sufi music festi-
val, Jahan-e-Khusrau 2025,
at Sunder Nursery in Delhi.

The Prime Minister has
been a strong proponent of

promoting the diverse art
and culture of the country. In
line with this, he participated
in Jahan-e-Khusrau, an
international festival dedicat-
ed to Sufi music, poetry, and
dance.

The three-day festival
from February 28 to March 2
brings together artists from
across the world to celebrate
the legacy of Amir Khusrau.

Organized by the Rumi
Foundation, the festival,
started by renowned film-
maker and artist Muzaffar
Ali in 2001, celebrates its
25th anniversary this year.

During the festival, the
prime minister also visited
the TEH Bazaar (TEH: The
Exploration of the
Handmade), which featured
One District-One Product
crafts and other various
exquisite artefacts from
across the country, short
films on handicrafts and
handlooms, among others.

He also interacted with
the shopkeepers during his
visit to the Bazaar.


