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Editorial

Problem of old age
There is  an urgent need

to highlight the important
contributions that older people
make to society and raise
awareness of the issues and
challenges of ageing in today's
world. It is a time not only to
highlight their valuable
contribution to the globe but
also to stress their basic human
rights. Many older persons are
unaware of their rights and
how to enforce them, due to
a variety of reasons.

This is why celebrating the
International Day of elderly
Persons is important in raising
global awareness as a huge
advocacy effort to call for more
enhanced international thinking
and actions on elderly rights.
Today the life expectancy has
risen sharply due to medical
advancement, improvements in
nutrition, sanitation, medical
science, health care, education
and economic well-being.
Ageism is widespread and an
insidious practice which has
harmful effects on the health
of older adults. The ageing
process is a biological reality and
affects every human being on
earth. Ageism rests on the
assumption that discrimination
against older persons is the
norm and acceptable.  Article
1 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights states that "All
human beings are born free and
equal in dignity and rights". We
must do everything possible to
ensure that our elders can lead
a life of dignity, enjoy the best
of medical attention, economic

security as well as emotional
stability.

The Older persons make
wide-ranging contributions to
economic and social
development. They should be
encouraged to get out of their
retirement mentality and think
about old age as second innings
and opportunity to complete so
many unfinished tasks and
expand horizons to look beyond
the family and work for the
community.

As per WHO, there are
around 600 million persons
world-wide aged 60 years and
over and this total will double
by 2025 and it is estimated to
reach virtually two billion by
2050 - the vast majority of
them in the developing world.

 We need to look at creating
a more enabling and inclusive
environment that is supportive
and inclusive to people of all
ages, including older people.
The failure to tackle ageism
undermines older persons'
rights and hinders their
contributions to social,
economic, cultural and political
life.“The younger generation
should know how the world
addresses the elderly. The
problem of old age should be
seen as a societal issue rather
than an individual's problem. A
day will come when we all will
be old and  we will be facing
the similar situation as faced by
our elders today. Is it not  our
responsibility to provide long
term care to them and thus
contribute to healthy ageing ?
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We mark the birth
anniversary of Sr inivasa
Ramanujan, a legendary
Indian mathematician every
year. Mathematics plays a
crucial role in understanding all
sorts of subjects such as
science, music, social studies
and even art.  Sr inivasa
Ramanujan was a famous
Indian Mathematician who
lived during the British rule in
India. Ramanujan was born on
22nd December 1887 into a
Tamil Brahmin family in Erode,
Madras. His father,
Kuppuswamy Srinivasa Iyengar
hailed from Thanjavur district
and worked as a clerk in a
saree shop. His mother,
Komalatammal, was a
housewife and used to sing at
a local temple. They lived in a
small traditional home.  He
became well versed with the
Brahmin culture and followed
particular eating habits. Just
before turning ten, he passed
his pr imary education in
English, Tamil, geography and
arithmetic. His scores were
the best in the district.

Ramanujan was one of the
greatest mathematicians of
India whose  contribution to
the theory of numbers has
been profound. He was
indeed a mathematical
phenomenon of the
twentieth century. He made
some important contributions
to the discipline, including
number theory, infinite series,
mathematical analysis, and
continued fractions. He was
deeply religious and united
spirituality and mathematics.
For him the zero represented
the Absolute Real ity.
Researchers are still struggling
to understand the source of
his remarkable genius in
mathematics. Since childhood,
he was drawn towards maths
and took a particular interest
in learning the subject. He did
not receive formal education
in mathematics but had
mastered maths in various

sections. During his time in
Cambridge, he grew close to
the great mathematic ian
named Hardy. He had been
dealing with health problems
since chi ldhood. However,
around 1918, he was
diagnosed with tuberculosis
after which he returned to his

family in India and died in
1920.Ramanujan found
mathematics as a profound
manifestation of the Reality.
He was such a great
mathematician and genius as
transcends all thoughts and
imagination. He was an expert
in the interpretat ion of

dreams and astrology. These
qualities he had inherited from
his mother. After his marriage,
he took up a job as a
researcher at Madras
University. He graduated to
working as a clerk based on
his work in mathematics that
he continually upgraded.

Fire breaks out in private
school, panic ensues

Surat, A fire broke out in
the library of Saraswati
Vidyalaya on Ashwini Kumar
Road in Surat today due to an
explosion in the AC. This
created chaos. After this, the
children were immediately
dismissed from the school.
Along with this, the parents
rushed to the school to see if
the children were safe or not.
On being informed about the
incident, the fire department
rushed to the spot and brought
the fire under control. So far,
no casualties have been
reported in this incident.

Fire breaks out after blast
in library's AC

According to information
received, a fire broke out in
the library of Saraswati
Vidyalaya located near
Gaushala Circle on Ashwini
Kumar Road in Surat at 9.21
am today after a blast in the
AC.  After the fire was
reported, there was chaos in
the school today. All the
children in the surrounding
classrooms were immediately
taken down. Along with this,
the fire department was also
informed and efforts were
made to control the fire
through the fire safety in the
school. 6 vehicles from three
fire stations reached the spot.

On being informed by the
Surat Fire Department,
vehicles from Ghansisheri
Katargam and Kapodara fire
stations immediately reached
the spot. More than six

vehicles from three fire
stations used water jets and
brought the fire under control
within minutes. However, as
soon as the fire was reported,
the school administrators also
gave leave to the children in
the school. Along with this, the
parents living nearby rushed
to the school after being
informed.

Parents rushed to the
school after learning

about the fire. There was
a slight sense of fear among
the students when they
learned that the school was
on fire. There was also a
sense of fear among the
parents who rushed to the
school. Some children hugged
their parents and even cried.
However, since the fire broke
out in the library, the school
children were not affected in
any way. While there was
some damage to the library.
Parents also breathed a sigh
of relief seeing their children
safe. All children safe - Sub
Fire Officer Kapodra Sub Fire
Officer Gadhvi said that as
soon as the fire department
received a call, the teams
reached the school.  As soon
as the AC was turned on in
the library, the fire broke out
with a bang. The fire was
brought under control in a
matter of minutes. There were
about 800 students in the
school, all of them are safe
and the school called their
parents and sent them home.

Modi-Trump summit: Even better than expected
Let us face it: Prime

Minister Narendra Modi is our
best bet. Especially, on the
international front, where India
is regarded much more than a
notable regional state.
Perceived as a rising
international player, with major
power ambitions, India can no
longer be ignored. Not only
because it is the most
populous country in the world,
but also because it is a
significant economic and
military state. What is more,
as a balancing or, as some put
it, a swing state, India can play
a critical role in the emerging
world order. Ably assisted by
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, Modi has carved
out a special niche for himself
in the global area. No wonder,
India’s foreign policy in his
previous two and, now, third
term has come to be known
as the “Modi doctrine”.

While the United States in
President Donald J Trump’s
second term has made the
slogan “Make America Great
Again” (MAGA) world-famous,
Modi had already coined and
advocated the India first policy
which Trump seems to have
adopted much more recently
as “America first”. No wonder,
Modi’s pithy and clever pitch
“MIGA + MAGA = MEGA” struck
a responsive chord in both
countries. Indeed, Make India
Great Again (MIGA) plus Make
America Great Again (MAGA)
equals mega benefits not only
for both countries, but for the
world. Few can doubt or cavil
that, even if they dislike Modi
or his centralised style of
political leadership and
governance. The joint India-US
Statement released during this
just concluded visit highlights
several significant
achievements and initiatives.
They cover various domains,
including defence, trade,
energy security, technology,
and multilateral cooperation.
The most important of these
is defence and strategic
cooperation. India needs US
technology to modernise, but
it also has the purchasing
power to shop around and
strike the best deals. That is
why Modi and Trump
reaffirmed their commitment
to a dynamic defensive
partnership, announcing plans
to sign a new ten-year
Framework for the US-India
Major Defence Partnership.
They highlighted the
integration of US-origin
defence items into India’s
inventory and announced plans
for new procurements and co-
production arrangements.
They also pledged to elevate
military cooperation across all
domains and enhance logistics
and intelligence sharing.

The second area was trade
and investment. The Modi-
Trump meeting set bold new
goals for bilateral trade, aiming
to more than double total to
$500 billion by 2030. They
announced plans to negotiate
a Bilateral Trade Agreement
and welcomed early steps to
address and reduce bilateral
trade barriers. In addition, they
agreed to drive opportunities
for greenfield investments in

high-value industries in each
other’s countries. Another
significant area of cooperation
is technology and innovation.
The two leaders launched the
US-India TRUST initiative to
promote collaboration in
critical and emerging
technologies. They agreed to
work on a Indo-US Roadmap
on Accelerating AI
Infrastructure. The launch of
INDUS Innovation to advance

industry and academic
partnerships was another
significant step forward in this
direction. Given the shift of
manufacturing out of China,
Modi and Trump emphasised
the importance of building
alternate trusted and resilient
supply chains. When it comes
to energy security, Modi and
Trump reaffirmed the US-India
Energy Security Partnership,
emphasising the importance of
enhancing the production of
hydrocarbons and strategic
petroleum reserves. They
announced plans to build US-
designed nuclear reactors in
India and enhance investments
in oil and gas infrastructure.

Overall, the Modi-Trump
meeting, among the first of
several such meetings during
Trump’s second term, not only
affirmed India’s strong ties to
the US, but took the multilateral
cooperation between the two
countries to new heights.


