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High-stakes vote in EU’s biggest economy comes amid tectonic upheaval in US-Europe relations under Trump

BERLIN

GEREMANS went to the polls
Sundayv in a pivotal election,
with the conservatives the
strong favourites after a cam-
paign rocked by a far-right surge
and the dramatic return of US
President Donald Trump.

Frontrunner Friedrich Merz
has vowed a tough rightward
shift if elected to win back vot-
ers from the anti-immigration
Alternative for Germany ( AfD),
which is eveing a record result
after a string of deadly attacks
blamed on asylum seekers.

If he takes over from embat-
tled Chancellor Olaf Scholz of
the centre-left SPD, as widely
predicted given a vawning poll
gap, Merz has promised a
“strong voice” in Europe at a
time of chaotic disruption.

Casting his ballot in Berlin,
Daniel Hofmann, a 62-vear-old
wrban planner, said it was his
“eivic duty” to vote as “right
now we are going through very
uncertain times”.

“There must be a change, a
transformation,” Hofmann
said, declining to say whom he
had voted for.

More than 59 million Ger-
mans are eligible to vote and

Economy,
migration top

voter concerns

ANALYSTS SAY CONCERNS OVER
MIGRATION COULD GIVE THE
FAR-RIGHT AN EDGE IN THE POLLS

24 million

people are eligible

—

to elect the 630
T}em hersf of t{:e lower
ouse of parliament, : -
the Bundestag o p— _J
Support for centre-right opposition
leader Friedrich Merz's Union bloc in the
U most recent surveys. The far-right, anti-
U immigration Alternative for Germany, or

AfD, has been running in second place
with around 20% of the vote, above its
previous best of 12.6% in a national poll

WHY
GERMAN
ELECTIONS ARE
IMPORTANT

Musk backs AfD

Elon Musk, a tech billionalre and
close ally of US President Donald
Trump, has declared that "only
the AfD can save Germany.” He
held a live chat on X with Weidel
and appeared live by video link
at an AfD campaign rally. At
that rally, Weidel vowed to
“make Germany great
again” in an echo of

| Germany is the most populous
country in the 27-nation
European Union and a leading

Ukraine's second-biggest

member of NATO. It has been |

Trump's “Make America
Great Again” slogan. Nine
days before the election,
V-P 1 D Vance met with

The contenders have

made contrasting
proposals to turn around
the German economy, which
has shrunk for the past two
years and hasn't managed
real growth in much longer.
That's going to be a central
job for the new government

weapons supplier,

-
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Migration

moved to
the forefront of
the campaign in
the past month
following
deadly attacks
committed by
immigrants

first estimates based on exit
polls are expected soon after
polls close at 6.00 pm local time
(1700 GMT).

Election officials said that by
2:00 pm (1300 GMT) around 52%

Israeli tanks move into
occupied West Bank for
first time since 2002

JERUSALEM

ISRAELI tanks have moved
into the occupied West Bank
for the first time since 2002,
shortly after the defense minis-
ter said troops will remain for
the coming vear’ in parts of the
Palestinian territory.
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Israel delays release of
Palestinian prisoners

|srael delayed the release of
hundreds of Palestinian prisoners
without explanation Saturday
after Hamas released the last six
living hostages expected under
the ceasefire's first phase, with a
week remaining in the initial
stage. Israel’s government didn't
respond to questions

Associated Press journalists
saw a handful of tanks move
Sunday into Jenin, long a bas-
tion of armed struggle against
Israel.

Israel is deepening its crack-
down on the Palestinian terri-
tory and has said it is deter-
mined to stamp out militancy
amid a rise in attacks.

Israel launched the broad of-
fensive in the northern West
Bank on January 21 ' two days
after the current ceasefire in
aza took hold © and expanded
it to nearby areas.

Palestinians view such raids
as part of an effort to cement
Israeli control over the territo-
ry, where 3 million Palestinians
live under military rule. The
deadly raids have caused de-
struction in urban areas.

Israeli Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz said he and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
MNetanyahu had ordered the
military to ‘increase the inten-
sity of the activity to thwart
terrorism in the Tulkarem ref-
ugee camp and in all refugee
camps’ in the West Bank.

Katz earlier said he instruct-
ed the military to prepare for
‘an extended stay’ in some of
the West Bank's urban refugee
camps, from where he said
about 40,000 Palestinians have
fled It was not clear how long
Palestinians would be prevent-
ed from returning.

Tanks were last deploved in
the territory in 2002, when Is-
rael fought a deadly Palestinian
uprising, AP

Ready to quit if Ukraine
gets NATO berth: Zelenskyy

KYIV

Ukraine's President Volodymyr
Zelenskyv said Sunday he would
be ready to give up the presiden-
ey if it brought peace and NATO
membership.

Speaking at a forum of gov-
ernment officials in Kyviv mark-
ing the three-vear anniversary
of Russia's full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine, Zelen-
skvy said he would step
down if doing so would
achieve a lasting peace
for his country under the
security umbrella of the
NATO militarv alliance.

“If to achieve peace,
yvou really need me to
give up my post, I'm
ready,” Zelenskyy said in re-
sponse to a journalist’s guestion
on whether he'd trade his office
for peace. “I can trade it for
NATO."

Zelenskyy's comment ap-
peared to be aimed at recent
suggestions by U.S. President
Donald Trump and Russian
President Vladimir Putin that

Voldymyr
Zelenskyy

elections should be held in
Ukraine despite Ukrainian leg-
islation prohibiting them dur-
ing martial law.

Zelenskyy's comment comes
hours after as he claimed Rus-
sia launched more sirike drones
into Ukraine overnight on Sat-
urday than in any other single
attack of the war. Writing on so-
cial media, Zelenskyy
said 267 strike drones had
been sent in what he
called ‘the largest attack
since Iranian drones be-
oan hitting Ukrainian cit-
ies and villages.' Three
ballistic missiles had also
been fired, the air force
said. The attack came as
leaders in Kyiv and across
Europe are seeking to navigate
rapid changes in US foreign pol-
icy under President Donald
Trump, who in a matter of days
has upended vears of firm sup-
port for Ukraine, leading to
fears that he would join with
Moscow to force a settlement to
the war without invelving
Ukraine. Agencies

of eligible voters had cast bal-
lots in polling stations — com-
pared to just 36.5% by the same
time in the 2021 election.
However more people voted
by post at the last polls due to

Pope receiving supplemental oxygen
following respiratory crisis: Vatican

ROME

POPE Francis was conscious but still receiving high flows of supplemental

the pandemic.

The high-stakes vote in the
EL's biggest economy comes
amid tectonic upheaval in US-
Europe ties sparked by Trump’s
direct outreach to Russian

after the L]Sj,.s

Woeidel after a speech to the
Munich Security Conference
in which he lectured European
leaders about democracy and free
speech

President Vladimir Putin over
their heads to end the Ukraine
war. Across Europe, NATO al-
lies worry about the future of
the alliance, nowhere more
than in Germany which grew
prosperous under the US-led se-
curity umbrella.

Merz, in his final CDU/CSU
campaign event in Munich on
saturday, said Europe needed to
walk tall to be able to “sit at the
main table” of the world pow-
ers. AFP
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Germans vote under shadow of far-right US govt staff must

brief Musk what
they did last week

WASHINGTON

HUNDREDS of thousands of
federal workers have been given
little more than 48 hours to ex-
plain what they accomplished
over the last week, sparking
confusion across key agencies
as bhillionaire Elon Musk ex-
pands his crusade to slash the
size of federal
government.

Musk, who serves
as President Donald
Trump's cost-cutting
chief, teased the ex-

traordinary request e

on his social media
network on Saturday,

“Consistent with
President @realDon-
aldTrump’s instructions, all fed-
eral employvees will shortly re-
ceive an email requesting to
understand what they got done
last weelk,” Musk posted on X,
which he owns. “Failure to re-
spond will be taken as a resigna-
tion.”  Shortly afterward, fed-
eral employees received a

£ =

Elon Musk

three-line email with this in-
struction: “Please reply to this
email with approx. 5 bullets of
what you accomplished last
week and co yvour manager.”
The deadline to reply is Monday
aft 11.59 pm, although the email
did not include Musk's social
media threat about those who
fail to respond.

Patel tells FBI staff to
ignore Musk

The latest unusual direc-
tive from Musk's team
injects a new sense of
chaos across belea-
guered multiple agen-
cies, FBI director Kash
Patel asked the bureau’s
employees to ignore
Musk's e-mails. “The FEI,
through the Office of the Direc-
tor, is in charge of all of our re-
view processes, and will con-
duct reviews in accordance with
FBI procedures, When and if
further information is required,
we will eoordinate...” he told
FBI staff. Agencies
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oxygen Sunday following a respiratory crisis and blood transfusions, as he
remains in critical condition with a complex lung infection, the Vatican
said. **'The night passed quietly; the pope rested.” Vatican spokesman Matteo
Bruni said in an early statement.

Further clinical tests were being performed on the 88-yvear-old pope, who
had part of one lung removed as a voung man, and a more detailed medical
update was expected later on Sunday, Bruni said.

On Saturday, Francis suffered a prolonged asthmatic respiratory crisis
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NOTICE FOR

EMPANELMENT OF ADVERTISING AGENCIES
Sealed lenders are invited by NLC India Limited, Neyvell for the
“Empanelment of Advertising Agencies on Rate Contract
Basis for a period of Two years (2025-2027) for NLC India
Limited & its Subsidiaries"”.

that required “high flows" of oxygen to help him breathe through a nasal
tube. He also received blood transfusions after tests showed low counts of

platelets, which are needed for clotting, the Vatican said.
Doctors said Saturday his prognosis was “reserved”.

Doctors have said Francis’ condition is touch-and-go, given his age, fragil-
ity and pre-existing lung disease. His condition has revived speculation
about what might happen if he becomes unconscious or otherwise incapaci-

tated, and whether he might resign,

Francis was supposed to have celebrated Mass on Sunday morning in St
Peter's Basilica. The organiser of the Holy Year, Archbishop Rino Fisichella,
celebrated the Mass in his place and offered a special praver for Francis from

the altar before delivering the homily the pope had prepared.

DocWtors have warned that the main threat facing Francis would be the

onset of sepsis, a serious infection of the blood,
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The Karnataka State Co-operative Apex Bank Ltd.,
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to become E-mail : manageriti@karnatakzapex.com

twptu hub No:CEQUCTFI69-Ble-Tenders/2024-25 Dated : 19.02.2025

Singapore is the
front-runnerin a

Egizrirﬂiﬂ?:tﬂ same magnitude and nature of works in State/Central Govt /CommercialiScheduled Banks, The details of Oracle
become ATS renewal for the period from 31.12.2024 to 30.12.2027 under e-Tender Notification can be downloaded at
cryptocurrency www.tendenwizand.com/etenders.

hubs as they look
to capitalise on the
global resurgence

SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through Electronic Portal only)

THE KARNATAKA STATE CO-OPERATIVE APEX BANK LTD., BENGALURU, invites tlem-wise rate tender [iwo
cover system) from the eligible and reputed Oracle Partners’ Cracle Senvice providers, who have executed the

Name of Work : Oracle ATS proposal for 3 years (ASFU license - The Karnataka State Co-operative Apex
Bank Ltd 21309045 [250113-000775]

-ATS for ASFU-Oracle Database Enterprise edition - processor perpetual {3 core)
- ATS for ASFU-Advance security- processor perpetual {9 core)
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Qlo The General Manager /| Corporate Communications, NLC India
Limited, Museum Road, Block-2, Neyveli — 607 801, Phana: 04142-252257

e-mail; nicil.ccdepii@nicindia.in & pro.nlcS7@gmail.com

For enquiries, Kindly contact the above official and in the event
of any corrigendum / amendment, tha same will be hosted in the
website www.nlcindia.in § www.eprocure.gov.in
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over massacre

Former Thai prime
minister Thaksin
Shinawatra
apologised Sunday
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Road, Next to EGL Business Park, Challaghatta, Bangalore-560071.
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PUBLIC NOTICE FOR SALE THROUGH E-AUCTION UNMDER THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINAMCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT
OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT (SARFAESI ACT) 2002, READ WITH PROVISO RULE 8(6) & 3 OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002

over the deaths of
scores of Muslim
protesters who

The undersigned as authonsed officer of Jana Small Finance Bank Limited has teken possession of the following property in exercise of powers conferred under section 13i4) of the SARFAESI ACT, The Bormower in
parfcular and public &t Rmge are informed that online aection (e-awcionof i morgage progerty in fhe besow mentoned scoount for reafisation of dwes of the Bank will be held on "AS 15 WHERE 15 BASIS ™ and
"AS 15 WHAT 15 BASIS" on the date as prescribed as hene undsar.
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ap t?g Eth t Details of Secured Assets; All the piece and parcel o The Site Nod2, Proparly Mo 5211, Ofd Assessment Mo 5844057 T9/5211, Currend Assessmant No S84457T1/5211, PID No.22-118-T0E, Measunng 8144018 X
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people “feel

uneasy”. “If there
was any mistake or
any discontent
cavsed by me, |
would like to
apologise.”

Date: 24.02.2025, Place: Davanagera
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The properdies are baing held on "AS |5 WHERE |5 BASIE" & "AS |5 WHAT 15 BASIS" and the E-Auchon will be conducied "On Line'. The auction will be congducted feough the Bank's approved service provider
Wz, 4 Closure at the web portal hitps:/bankauctionsin & wwwiforeclosureindia.com. For more Information and For datads, help, procedure and online iraining on e-auchion, prospeciive biddars may contact
M's. 4 Closure; Contact Mr. M Srinivasulru Contact Number: 8142000809, Email id: infei@bankauctions.in srinivas@bankauctions.in.
For further deteis on ferms and conditions to fake pesl in e-auction proteed@ngs and any for any query relatng io property please contect Jama Smeall Finance Bank authorized officers Mr. Ranjan Maik
{Mob. No6362351653), Mr. Umesh (Mob. No.B050143617) & Mrs. Syeda (Mob. No. 7400445147} To e best of knowledge and information of the Authorised Officer, there are no encumbrances on the
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