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I
n a nerve-wracking pe-
nalty shootout, Shra-
chi Rarh Bengal Tigers

was 0.2 seconds from mis-
sing out on the Hockey In-
dia League (HIL) �nal
when Florent van Aubel’s
reverse �ick in the sudden
death barely beat the
buzzer.

Then, goalkeeper Tim
Cross thwarted Uttam
Singh while Abhishek
made no mistake with his
penalty to take his team
through with a 6-5 shoo-
tout victory over Tamil Na-
du Dragons in the �rst sem-
i�nal at the Birsa Munda
Hockey Stadium here on
Friday.

In a stop-start game
�lled with multiple video
referrals, Tigers dug deep
and clawed back twice to
force a 2-2 draw in regula-
tion time, despite strug-
gling in their strongest —
suit – failing to convert
from eight penalty cor-
ners. From a lightning
counter-attack, Abhishek
brilliantly set up Pardeep
Singh Sandhu to score into
an empty net and equalise
right at the end of the �rst
half to cancel out Nathan
Ephraums’ opener.

Dragons needed less
than two minutes from the
restart to go ahead once
again through Selvam Kar-
thi and had the advantage
with Tigers being a man
down for 10 minutes. Colin
Batch’s men fell back to

close down the space while
Dragons looked out of
ideas to to make the most
of the numerical
advantage.

In the fourth quarter,
Tigers made it pay when
they pulled level again
courtesy Sam Lane who
�icked it past David Harte
to take his side into the
shootout.

Tigers will take on Hyde-
rabad Toofans in the title-
decider on Saturday after it
thrashed Soorma Hockey
Club 3-1 in the second
semi�nal.

There were no heroics
from skipper Harmanpreet
Singh and goalkeeper Vin-
cent Vanasch to bail out
Soorma as Toofans held
their shape well and tore
apart the opponent with
their incisiveness and
speed.

After a sedate start, Too-
fans took the lead through
Amandeep Lakra who an-
gled a bullet drag-�ick into

the middle of the right cor-
ner to put Toofans 1-0 up.

Soorma looked unin-
spiring in attack and from
short corners, squander-
ing 14 attempts against
Toofans’ resolute penalty
corner defence before Jere-
my Hayward found the
mark right at the death.

In the second half, Har-
manpreet Singh’s long ball
was cut out before Toofans
blitzed through the mid-
dle, ending with Jacob An-
derson sliding the ball
home to double the lead.
For the third, Nilakanta
Sharma sounded the
boards from another
counter.

The results: Bengal Tigers 2
(Pardeep Singh Sandhu 30, Sam
Lane 53) drew with Tamil Nadu
Dragons 2 (Nathan Ephraums 18,
Selvam Karthi 32); Tigers won the
shootout 6-5; Soorma 1 (Jeremy
Hayward 60) lost to Hyderabad
Toofans 3 (Amandeep Lakra 25,
Jacob Anderson 35, Nilakanta
Sharma 43).
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Tigers set up title
clash with Toofans 

The hero: Bengal Tigers goalkeeper is mobbed his teammates after

the shootout win. M. VEDHAN 

The former edges out Tamil Nadu Dragons in shootout in the �rst

semi�nal while the latter outclasses Soorma Hockey Club 

HIL

Man City takes on Real
Madrid in CL playo�

NYON: Defending
champion Real Madrid will
play 2023 winner
Manchester City in a
Champions League
knockout phase playo� tie
after the two teams were
pitted against each other
in the draw held here on
Friday.

Both Real and City failed
to advance automatically
to the last 16 as one of the
top eight sides after they
�nished 11th and 22nd,
respectively, in the new
league-phase format. 

Teams that �nished ninth
to 24th will compete in a
two-legged playo� to
advance to the last 16.

With teams from the same
country also allowed to
face each other, unlike in
previous years, the
playo�s will have an
all-French tie with Paris St.
Germain facing Brest.

Juventus and AC Milan
avoided each other in the
draw, with the two Serie A
sides facing Dutch clubs
PSV Eindhoven and
Feyenoord, respectively.

Knockout playo�s draw: Club
Brugge vs. Atalanta, Sporting vs.
Borussia Dortmund, Manchester
City vs. Real Madrid, Celtic vs.
Bayern Munich, Juventus vs. PSV
Eindhoven, Feyenoord vs. AC
Milan, Brest vs. Paris St. Germain,
AS Monaco vs. Benfica.

Playo� dates: First leg: Feb.
11/12; second leg: Feb. 18/19.

MCFC-EBFC go goalless
in the ISL

MUMBAI: Mumbai City FC
drew goalless with East
Bengal FC in their ISL
�xture on Friday. 

MCFC remained sixth with
28 points in 18 games
while EBFC was 10th with
18 points in as many
games.

SNAPSHOTS
�

S. Bindyarani Devi broke
former Olympic silver me-
dallist Mirabai Chanu’s
snatch National record
while winning the National
Games women’s 55kg
weightlifting gold at the
Maharana Pratap Sports
Complex here on Friday. 

After fumbling with her
opening e�ort (83kg), the
26-year-old from Manipur
successfully lifted 88kg to
better Mirabai’s record
which came in 2022 in a
Singapore meet.

“I already hold the clean
and jerk National record,
my goal was to get the
snatch record here,” said
Bindyarani who lifted 113kg
in clean and jerk for a gold-
winning total of 201kg.
“I’ve been lifting 91kg in
snatch in training.”

Haryana men and Od-

isha women won the rugby
sevens titles and in the in-
ter-State team badminton,
host Uttarakhand will meet
Haryana in the women’s �-
nal. 

In basketball, the semi�-
nal line-up was clear in
both the sections. 

National men’s cham-
pion Tamil Nadu will play
Delhi while title favourite
Kerala women will meet

Punjab in the last-four
stage.

At Haldwani, Maharash-
tra’s Mihir Ambre defeated
Karnataka’s Olympian Sri-
hari Nataraj in the 50m
freestyle to emerg the fas-
test male swimmer. 

Karnataka’s Dhinidhi
Desinghu, who has a rich
collection of golds here,
added one more while
emerging as the fastest wo-

man. 

The results:

Swimming (gold medallists

only): Men: 50m freestyle:

Mihir Ambre (Mah) 23.29s; 400m

medley: Shoan Ganguly (Kar)
4:29.10s; 200m backstroke:

Rishabh Das (Mah) 2:03.34s.

Women: 50m freestyle:

Dhinidhi Desinghu (Kar) 26.96s;
800m freestyle: Bhavya
Sachdeva (Del) 9:17.60s; 200m

backstroke: Soubrity Mondal
(Ben) 2:24.41s.

Rugby Sevens: Men: Final:

Haryana bt Maharashtra 22-7;
third place: Odisha.

Women: Final: Odisha bt Bihar
29-5; third place: Maharashtra.

Badminton: Inter-State

semifinals: Women:

Uttarakhand bt Assam 3-1;
Haryana bt Gujarat 3-1.

Basketball: Semifinal line-up:

Men: Punjab vs. Services; TN vs.
Delhi. Women: Kerala vs.
Karnataka; TN vs. Punjab.

League (select results): Men:

Punjab bt Delhi 89-49. Women:

Kerala bt Punjab 76-44; Tamil
Nadu bt Karnataka 70-62.

Bindyarani breaks Mirabai’s record
Stan Rayan
DEHRADUN

Iron-woman: Bindyarani on her way to a new National mark in

55kg snatch. RITU RAJ KONWAR

He is just 17 and the Nation-
al Games shooting’s men’s
10m air ri�e �nal �eld had
some big names, including
World No. 4 Arjun Babuta
who narrowly missed a
bronze at the last Olym-
pics, another Paris Olym-
pian Sandeep Singh and
2022 World champion Ru-
drankksh Patil.

But Maharashtra’s Parth
Mane did not feel a shiver,
in fact he appeared to
thrive under pressure.

Despite being a junior,
Parth has seen and beaten
bigger names. 

He had shocked Swe-
den’s World champion Vic-
tor Lindgren, the Paris
Olympics silver medallist,
while winning the Junior
World Championship gold
in Lima, Peru, last October.

“Pressure helps me, it
helps me focus on the tar-

get. The Junior World gold
de�nitely gave me con�-
dence, it helped me here
also,” said Parth after win-
ning the gold here on
Friday.

Parth, who is coached
by Olympian Suma Shirur
at her Lakshya Shooting

Academy in Panvel, was a
steady shooter in the air ri-
�e �nal.

He led the pack after the
�rst set of �ve shots and
then after 10 and 12 in the
24-shot �nal. Services’ Ki-
ran Jadhav brie�y took the
lead after 14 shots but
Parth was quick to regain it
after the next two shots.
Rudrankksh and Arjun, oc-
cupied the next spots be-
hind Parth after 18 shots
while Sandeep made his
exit at that point.

Arjun left after 20 shots
to �nish fourth while Parth
grew in strength to grab
the gold (252.6 points) with
his Maharashtra teammate
Rudrankksh (252.1) and Ki-
ran (230.7) taking silver
and bronze.

Parth comes up trumps in 10m air ri�e
NATIONAL GAMES

Stan Rayan
DEHRADUN

Coming good: Parth proved to be better than seasoned shooters.

RITU RAJ KONWAR 
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