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$5,23,000
worth of lottery tickets brough by thieves 
in France using a stolen bank card 

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing -1 -12 SNY
Colombo 34 23 SNY
Dhaka 27 16 SNY
Dubai 25 19 SNY
Houston 28 21 SNY
Istanbul 7 4 LR
London 7 2 LR

Los Angeles 18 9 SNY
Melbourne 26 18 SNY
Moscow -1 -4 LC
New York 1 -1 LC
Singapore 31 25 SNY
Toronto -3 -5 LS
Washington 2 1 LS
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A S I A  M AT T E R S

SHARP RISE IN 
ROAD CRASH 
FATALITIES   
According to a report by 
Channel News Asia, 
Singapore saw a 
significant rise in road 
fatalities and injuries in 
2024. Speeding emerged 
as a major factor, 
contributing to 33.1% of 
these fatal incidents, up 
from 24.4% the previous 
year. The total number of 
speeding violations also 
spiked by 64.8%, with 
over 1,90,000 cases 
recorded, the report said. 
In response, the traffic 
police will enforce stricter 
measures starting in 
2026, including higher 
composition fines for 
speeding—up to S$150—
and an increase in 
demerit points by as 
many as six.

CARRIAGE 
HORSES ENDURE 
HARSH LIVES   
In a dark stable under a 
heaving highway in 
Indonesia’s capital, trucks 
rumble past emaciated 
carriage horses tied to 
pillars in ramshackle 
wooden stalls, their ribs 
protruding. The steeds are 
used to pull traditional 
wooden carriages known 
as delman, once a staple 
of colonial-era 
transportation, but fading 
from view in Jakarta in an 
era dominated by ride-
hailing apps. Now limited 
to just a few areas of the 
city, only several hundred 
delman horses remain. 
Animal rights activists say 
the conditions under 
which the horses are kept 
are so harsh the practice 
must end.

100 SCAM CENTRE 
VICTIMS REPATRIATED 

Myanmar handed over more than 
100 Chinese scam centre workers to 
be repatriated through Thailand on 
Saturday, the third batch in a major 
crackdown on the illegal operations. 

Live footage on Thai media outlet 
The Reporters showed people 

disembarking from two double-
decker coaches and boarding a 
Southern China Airlines plane.
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WASHINGTON 

PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
fired top US military officer 
General Charles “CQ” Brown 
on Friday, part of  a major 
shake-up of  the armed forc-
es’ leadership.

Trump offered no explana-
tion for Brown’s dismissal 
less than two years into his 
four-year term as chairman 
of  the Joint Chiefs of  Staff, 
which followed sweeping lay-
offs of  federal workers and 
moves to dismantle govern-
ment institutions just a 
month into the president’s 
second term.

Brown had been nominat-
ed to the top military role by 
Democratic president Joe Bi-
den and became only the sec-
ond Black person to hold the 
position.

Following Trump’s an-
nouncement on Brown, De-
fense Secretary Pete Hegseth 
said he was seeking a re-
placement for Admiral Lisa 
Franchetti, the first woman 
to serve as the top US Navy 
officer.

Trump thanked Brown for 
“his over 40 years of  service 
to our country” in a post on 
his Truth Social platform, 
describing him as “a fine 
gentleman and an outstand-
ing leader.”

Brown has commanded a 
fighter squadron and two 
fighter wings, as well as US 
air forces under the Central 
Command and Indo-Pacific 
Command. He had served as 
Joint Chiefs chairman since 
October 2023.

Following the 2020 murder 
of  a Black man, George Floyd, 
by a white police officer in 
Minnesota, Brown -- an expe-

rienced fighter pilot with 
more than 3,000 flight hours, 
130 of  them in combat -- re-
corded an emotional video 
about his personal experienc-
es, including with discrimi-
nation in the US military.

“I’m thinking about my 
Air Force career, where I was 
often the only African Amer-
ican in my squadron or as a 
senior officer, the only Afri-
can American in the room,” 
Brown said.

“I’m thinking about the 
pressure I felt to perform er-
ror-free, especially for super-
visors I perceive had expect-
ed less from me as an African 
American.”

Hegseth had advocated for 
Brown’s firing in a November 
podcast appearance, saying 
any top officers “involved in 
any of  the DEI (diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion) woke shit 
has got to go,” but told jour-
nalists last month that he was 
“looking forward to working” 
with the general. Trump said 
he was nominating Air Force 
Lieutenant General Dan
Caine to replace Brown. AFP

WASHINGTON

KASH Patel took oath as the 
ninth director of  the FBI on 
the Bhagavad Gita and spoke 
about how a first-generation 
Indian kid is living the Amer-
ican dream, reflecting on his 
heritage.

The US Senate voted 51 to 
49 to confir m Patel on 
Thursday.  

Patel’s family members 
and girlfriend were present 
during the oath ceremony on 
Friday. The oath ceremony 
was administered by US At-
torney General Pam Bondi in 
the Indian Treaty Room in 
the Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building (EEOB) on the 
White House campus. 

She asked Patel to place his 
hand on the Gita and raise 
his right hand to take the 
oath.  

“I am living the American 
dream. Anyone who thinks 
the American dream is dead, 
just look right here. You’re 
talking to a first-generation 

Indian kid who’s about to 
lead the law enforcement 
community, the greatest na-
tion on God’s green earth. 
That can’t happen anywhere 
else,” Patel, 44, said.

New York-born Patel has 
his roots in Gujarat. However, 
his parents are from East Af-
rica - his mother is from Tan-
zania and his father is from 

Uganda. They came to the US
from Canada in 1970. 

The family moved to 
Queens in New York - often 
called Little India -- in the late 
70s. Patel was born and grew 
up there.

Patel’s parents are retired 
now and spend their time in 
both the US and Gujarat.  

 PTI

Don sacks top US general in 
major Pentagon shake-up

Kash Patel takes oath on Bhagavad Gita

General Charles CQ Brown

South Sudan closes 
schools for two 
weeks as students 
collapse due to heat 
JUBA

SOUTH Sudan closed all schools on Thurs-
day for two weeks due to an extreme heat 
wave that has caused some students to 
collapse.

This is the second time the country 
“which faces extreme effects from climate 
change, including flooding during the 
rainy season” has closed schools during a 
heat wave in February and March.

Deputy Education Minister Martin Tako 
Moi said “an average of  12 students had 
been collapsing in Juba city every day”. 
Most schools in South Sudan have make-
shift structures made with iron sheets and 
do not have electricity that could power 
cooling systems.

Environment Minister Josephine Nap-
won Cosmos urged residents to stay in-
doors and drink water as temperatures 
were expected to rise as high as 42 degrees 
Celsius.

Napwon proposed that government em-
ployees “work in shifts” to avoid heat 
strokes.

Education workers have urged the gov-
ernment to consider amending the school 
calendar so that schools close in February 
and resume in April when the tempera-
tures decline. Abraham Kuol Nyuon, the 
dean of  the Graduate College at the Uni-
versity of  Juba, told The Associated Press 
that the calendar should be localised based 
on the weather in the 10 states.  AP

People fetch water inside a camp in Juba, South Sudan | AP

Violence meant to 
disrupt probe into high-
profile cases: SL govt
COLOMBO: The Sri Lankan 
government said on Saturday 
that the recent killings in the 
country, including that of a 
prominent underworld figure, 
appear to be an attempt to 
undermine the ongoing 
investigations into high-profile 
criminal cases such as the 2019 
Easter Sunday suicide bombings. 
The incident sent shockwaves 
across the country, leading to the 
opposition probing the 
government’s measures to tackle 
the spate of violence. “Most of 
these are done by gangs now 
resident in neighbouring 
countries,” Ravi Seneviratne the 
secretary to the Ministry of Public 
Security told reporters today. PTI

E X P R E S S  R E A D

People cheer as a military helicopter carrying newly released Israeli  hostage Tal 
Shoham arrives in Petah Tikva in central Israel on Saturday |  AFP

Hamas frees 6 more Israeli hostages
Two of them held for about a decade after visiting Gaza individually
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After mix-up, Bibas’  
body arrives in Israel 

A body released by Palestinian 
militants overnight was confirmed 

to be Shiri Bibas, the Israeli 
mother whose two young sons 

also died in captivity, her family 
said. Hamas had said Bibas’ 

remains were returned to Israel 
with those of her sons and 
another hostage Thursday. 

Testing confirmed the identities 
of the three others but found the 

remains said to be Shiri Bibas 
were instead an unidentified 

Palestinian woman. With tensions 
rising, Palestinian militants late 
Friday said they turned over the 

correct set of remains to the Red 
Cross, which sent them to Israel 

for testing. The identification was 
confirmed early Saturday

NUSEIRAT

PALESTINIAN militants freed 
six Israeli hostages on Satur-
day, with hundreds of  Palestin-
ian prisoners expected to be 
released in exchange under a 
fragile Gaza truce that is near-
ing the end of  its first phase.

The release of  the last group 
of  living hostages under the 
truce’s first phase caps an emo-
tional two days in Israel, where 
the remains of  another hos-
tage, Shiri Bibas, have been 
identified after the initial 
handover of  a different body.

Bibas and her two young 

sons, among dozens taken cap-
tive during Hamas’s October 7, 
2023 attack on Israel that trig-
gered more than 15 months of  
war in the Gaza Strip, had be-
come symbols of  the ordeal suf-
fered by the Israeli hostages.

At a ceremony in Nuseirat, 
central Gaza, masked Hamas 
militants brought onto a stage 
Eliya Cohen, 27, Omer Shem 
Tov, 22, and Israeli-Argentine 
Omer Wenkert, 23.

An AFP correspondent said 
they waved while holding re-
lease certificates before their 
handover to the Red Cross and 
return to Israeli soil.

At a similar ceremony in Ra-
fah, southern Gaza, militants 
handed over Tal Shoham, 40, 
and Avera Mengistu, 38, who 
both appeared dazed.

Shoham was made to address 
the gathering, flanked by 
masked gunmen dressed all in 
black.

In the Israeli city of  Tel Aviv, 
hundreds who gathered at a 
site known as “Hostages 
Square” applauded and weeped 
as they watched a live broad-
cast of  the releases.

A sixth hostage, Hisham al-
Sayed, 37, was later released 
and taken back to Israeli terri-

tory, the military said.
Sayed, a Bedouin Muslim, 

and Mengistu, an Ethiopian 
Jew, had been held in Gaza for 
about a decade after they en-
t e r e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y 
individually.

“Our family has endured 10 
years and five months of  unim-
aginable suffering,” Mengistu’s 
family said in a statement.

Sayed’s family called it “a 
long-awaited moment” and said 
they were “moved”. Relatives 
of  Shoham wept and embraced 
as they watched his handover, 
video released by Israel’s gov-
ernment showed. AFP

Pope not out of danger, faces sepsis 
risk in pneumonia battle, docs say 
ROME

THE Vatican carried on with 
its Holy Year celebrations with-
out the pope Saturday, as Pope 
Francis battled pneumonia 
and a complex respiratory in-
fection that doctors say re-
mains touch-and-go and will 
keep him hospitalised for at 
least another week.

Francis slept well overnight, 
Vatican spokesman Matteo 
Bruni said in a brief  early up-
date Saturday.

But doctors have warned that 
the main threat facing the 88-
year-old Francis would be the 
onset of  sepsis, a serious infec-
tion of  the blood that can occur 
as a complication of pneumo-

nia. As of  Friday, there was no 
evidence of  any sepsis, and 
Francis was responding to the 
various drugs he is taking, the 
pope’s medical team said in 
their first in-depth update on 
the pope’s condition.

“He is not out of  danger,” 

said his personal physician, Dr 
Luigi Carbone. “So like all frag-
ile patients I say they are al-
ways on the golden scale: In 
other words, it takes very little 
to become unbalanced.” 

Francis, who has chronic 
lung disease, was admitted to 
Gemelli hospital on February 
14 after a weeklong bout of  
bronchitis worsened.

Doctors first diagnosed the 
complex viral, bacterial and 
fungal respiratory tract infec-
tion and then the onset of  
pneumonia in both lungs. They 
prescribed ‘absolute rest’ and a 
combination of  cortisone and 
antibiotics, along with supple-
mental oxygen when he needs 
it. AFP

Disinformation blizzard in Germany
�  One recent false post 

claimed Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz had imposed a state 
of emergency so as to delay 
Sunday’s elections

�  And a pro-AfD influencer 
wrongly claimed that 
President Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier had threatened 
“the annulment of the 
German elections”

�  One post viewed 4,000 
times on Telegram claimed 
that voting itself was illegal 
and encouraged readers to 
report people trying to vote

VOTING IS ILLEGAL, WARNS 
POST ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

LENS ON MOSCOW

Russia has been the main 
suspect, and the far-right 

Alternative for Germany (AfD) 
the main beneficiary, says Berlin

Security officials suspect the 
Kremlin-linked Storm-1516 

network was behind some of 
the online campaigns

Trump ally Elon Musk has 
weighed in, insulting German 
political leaders and strongly 
backing the Moscow-friendly 

AfD, mainly via his social 
media platform X

Stories of a pre-election state of 
emergency, police escorts for toddlers 

and forged ballot papers—a blizzard of 
online disinformation has  

targeted German voters ahead of 
Sunday’s election

US attorney general Pam Bondi administers the oath of office to Kash Patel in 
Washington on Saturday |  AFP
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ªÉÄÃ®ÌAqÀ mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉAiÀÄ°è aPÀÌªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ f¯Éè ¯ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ G¥À«¨sÁUÀUÀ½UÉ 
M¼À¥ÀqÀÄªÀ ¯ÉPÀÌ ²Ã¶ðPÉ : 8443 oÉÃªÀtÂ ªÀAwPÉ, CrAiÀÄ°è£À MlÄÖ 02 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ PÉ¦¦ 
¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ mÉAqÀgï DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀ»¹PÉÆ¼ÀÄîªÀ 
CxÀªÁ ¤ªÀð»¹gÀÄªÀ ¸ÁªÀÄxÀåðzÀ §UÉÎ (Standard Tender Document KW - 4 gÀAvÉ) «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
®UÀwÛ¸ÀvÀPÀÌzÀÄÝ, UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjUÉ C¢ü¤AiÀÄªÀÄ 3gÀ°è £ÀªÀÄÆ¢¹gÀÄªÀ PÀ¤µÀÖ CºÀðvÉUÀ½zÀÝgÉ ªÀiÁvÀæ UÀÄwÛUÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß 
ªÀ»¸À§ºÀÄzÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ. PÀ¤µÀÖ CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 434.00 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ UÀjµÀÖ CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 
590.00 (Rs. 468.51 Lakhs Amount put to tender) ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ DVgÀÄvÀÛªÉ. PÉ¦¦ ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï mÉAqÀgï 
¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÁVgÀÄªÀ 2 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À E.¸ÀASÉå: 19943 ªÀÄvÀÄÛ 19936UÀ½UÉ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 03.03.2025gÀAzÀÄ ̧ ÀAeÉ 
4.30 UÀAmÉAiÉÆ¼ÀUÉ mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ PÀbÉÃj ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è «µÀAiÀÄ ¤ªÁðºÀPÀgÀ£ÀÄß 
¸ÀA¥ÀQð¹ w½AiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ.
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 I, RAJESH M, S/o. K.M.Venugopal, 
born on 03/04/1976 residing at 
S.708, Manjusham, Purva 
Bluemont Apartments, 
S inganal lur ,  Coimbatore 
-  641 005, shall henceforth 
be known as MANAYAMKATH 
RAJESH MENON.

NAME CHANGE

RAJESH M22/02/2025, Coimbatore.


