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A
bird survey con-
ducted as part of
the Asian Water-

bird Census (AWC) 2025 in
the northern parts of Alap-
puzha has recorded 12,463
birds of 94 species. This
marks a sharp decline
compared to the AWC 2024
survey, which documented
17,716 birds of 100 species.

This year, the number of
migratory ducks and other
species has decreased sig-
ni�cantly. 

Lesser whistling ducks
fell to 1,246 from 2,943 a
year ago. Similarly, birders
could only spot 267 Cotton
pygmy goose as against
421. 

Numbers of Grey-head-
ed Swamphen, White-
breasted waterhen and
Black-winged stilt dropped
to 443, 55 and 140 from
860, 68 and 248
respectively.

Some species disap-
peared entirely from the
region. While 31 Garganey
and 36 Northern pintail
were recorded in 2024,
both species were com-
pletely missing this time
around.

Birdwatchers said that
in earlier years, wetlands
in the region during De-
cember and January would
be teeming with migratory
birds. 

However, this year, that
familiar sight was missing.
According to them, tidal
�ooding in Vembanad
Lake is adversely impact-
ing both the local popula-
tion and the ecosystem.
Waterlogging in many wet-
lands is forcing migratory
birds to avoid the region.

The conversion of pad-
dy �elds into shrimp farms
has also contributed to the
decline in bird arrivals. Bir-
ders said the situation was
particularly dire in areas
like Pallithode and Changa-
ram. Despite being one of
the most signi�cant wet-
land ecosystems in Kerala
and a key avian wintering
site, Changaram is increas-
ingly under threat from an-
thropogenic activities, in-
cluding unchecked waste
dumping, illegal shrimp
farming, and habitat des-
truction, birdwatchers
said.

Conserve wetlands
“Authorities must step in to
conserve Changaram and
Pallithode wetlands. The
government should take
over paddy �elds in the re-
gion and conserve them,”
said Sumesh B., president,
Birders Ezhupunna.

The bird survey was
jointly organised by the So-

cial Forestry wing of the
Kerala Forest department,
Wildlife Trust of India and
Birders Ezhupunna, a bird-
watching group. It was
conducted at 12 selected
sites in the region. 

The survey was �agged
o� by Alappuzha Social
Forestry Range O�cer T.S.
Xavier at Pallithode on
Sunday.

The Asian Waterbird
Census is part of the global
International Waterbird
Census conducted every
January as a voluntary ac-
tivity. 

The survey helps to un-
derstand the changes to
wetland systems, migrato-
ry bird patterns, and the
impacts of climate change.
The information gathered
during the survey will be
used to promote the desig-
nation and management of
protected areas, Ramsar
Sites, Important Bird and
Biodiversity Areas and so
on.

Survey records fewer birds
in Alappuzha wetlands 

(From Left) Garganey, Cotton pygmy goose and Lesser whistling duck. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The number of Lesser whistling ducks fell to 1,246 from 2,943 a year ago, Cotton pygmy goose fell

to 267 against 421, Grey-headed Swamphen 443 to 860 and White-breasted waterhen 55 to 68 
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The conversion of
paddy �elds into
shrimp farms has
also led to a decline 
in bird arrivals

A call has been made to de-
clare the Aralam Wildlife
Sanctuary as a butter�y
sanctuary, given its signi�-
cant role as a protected for-
est area with the highest
butter�y diversity in Kera-
la. The demand was raised
by butter�y observers and
senior forest o�cials dur-
ing the inauguration of a
three-day butter�y migra-
tion observation and cen-
sus camp at Aralam recent-
ly. The study camp was
held for the 25th consecu-
tive year.

27 species
The Aralam Wildlife Sanc-
tuary is home to 266 but-
ter�y species, with 27
found exclusively in the
Western Ghats. Of these,
six species are listed in
Schedule 1 of the Wildlife
Protection Act, while 40
are in Schedule 2. The
sanctuary is also a critical
hub for butter�y migra-

tion, providing rare and
picturesque views.

In an impressive obser-
vation at the camp, around
12,000 albatross butter�ies
were seen in just �ve mi-
nutes at Aralam and Kotti-
yoor wildlife sanctuaries.
This year, the migration of
albatross butter�ies was
notably high, with up to
10,000 butter�ies gath-

ered in some locations.
Other species such as the
Spotted Butter�y, Buddha
Mayuri, Rosy, Thalir Neeli,
Okila Butter�y, and Mala-
bar Rose—17 species un-
ique to the Western Ghats—
were also recorded.

A total of 60 butter�y
observers participated in
the survey, documenting
the spectacular migration

at Aralam. 
The survey is unique in

India for its consistent, an-
nual monitoring of butterf-
ly migration. The review
meeting for the survey was
inaugurated by K.S. Deepa,
Chief Forest Conservator
of the Kannur Northern
Circle. Aralam Wildlife
Warden G. Pradeep
chaired the session, with
inputs from Assistant Wil-
dlife Warden Ramya Ragh-
avan and butter�y experts
Dr. Ja�er Palot, Balakrish-
nan Valappil, and V.K.
Chandrasekharan.

The survey highlighted
concerns over sand mining
activities in the Cheenkan-
nipuzha area, which could
disrupt butter�y gather-
ings, particularly those of
the albatross.

The �ndings have
strengthened the demand
for Aralam to be o�cially
declared a butter�y sanc-
tuary to protect the deli-
cate ecosystem and ensure
the continued migration of
these beautiful species.

A �utter in Aralam as forest o�cials
raise demand for butter�y sanctuary
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The Aralam Sanctuary is home to 266 butterfly species, with 27

found exclusively in the Western Ghats. FILE PHOTO

Actor Prakash Raj on Mon-
day said it was “heart-
warming and reassuring”
to see a State Legislature
and a State government or-
ganising a book festival
when legislatures in the
country are often associat-
ed with dethroning govern-
ments, �ghting, and
scams.

Mr. Prakash Raj was in-
augurating the valedictory
session of the 2025 edition
of the Kerala Legislature
International Book Festival
(KLIBF 2025) Describing
the KLIBF as “very, very
unique,” he said: “especial-
ly in a country where we
have a leader who has no
degree, to have a book fes-
tival in a Legislative council
means a great amount of
dissent to me.” 

KLIBF a unique book
fair, says Prakash Raj 
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