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The APJ Abdul Kalam
Technological University
(KTU) continues to grapple
with the fallout of a recent
Syndicate meeting that wit-
nessed a confrontation
between the Vice-Chancel-
lor in-charge K. Sivaprasad
and Syndicate members.

Dr. Sivaprasad, who had
walked out of the meeting
held on January 16 follow-
ing a disagreement, issued
directions to nullify all de-
cisions that were adopted
in his absence. These in-
cluded the resolution to re-
commend the extension of
the tenure of the Controll-
er of Examinations (CoE)
Ananda Resmi S., whose
four-year tenure expired
on Thursday. She was Prin-
cipal in-charge, College of

Engineering, Pathanapu-
ram, and had been ap-
pointed as the CoE on
deputation.

Despite invalidating the
Syndicate’s decision, the
Vice-Chancellor invoked
special powers vested in
him under Section 14(5) of
the APJ Abdul Kalam
Technological University
Act to instruct the Regis-
trar to recommend to the
government the continua-
tion of Prof. Ananda Res-
mi’s term as CoE. 

Senate’s role 
However, on Thursday, the
Principal Secretary of
Higher Education in-
formed that KTU that this
procedure lacked legal
standing and emphasised
the necessity for the Syndi-
cate to formally adopt a de-
cision to facilitate any

reappointment in accor-
dance with the university
statutes. 

The imbroglio leaves the
university in a vulnerable
position, with a void in a
critical position. The cir-
cumstances leave the un-
iversity with two options —
to convene another Syndi-
cate meeting to adopt the
decision, or for the Vice-
Chancellor to revoke his
order to annul those Syndi-
cate decisions that were
made in his absence. 

Sources point out the
university will have to ur-
gently decide on the posi-
tions of other statutory of-
�cers. The tenure of the
Registrar will conclude
next month, while those of
both the Director of Physi-
cal Education and Assis-
tant Director of Examina-
tions have already ended.

Amid confusion over service
extension, KTU Controller of
Examination’s tenure ends 
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Kala Raju, beleaguered
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) [CPI(M)] council-
lor in the Koothattukulam
municipality, had in her
letter to the party State se-
cretary last year accused
the party local leadership
of “abandoning her in her
hour of need.”

She insinuated that Sun-
ny Kuriakose, the incum-
bent municipal vice-chair-
person and a member of
the CPI(M) area commit-
tee, in his capacity as the
president of the Koothat-
tukulam Farmers Service
Cooperative Bank Ltd., had
forced her to “undersell”
her house and property to
clear debts with the bank
just a month after her hus-
band’s death during the
pandemic in 2021. 

The letter dated October

2, 2024 has now emerged
in the public domain. She
had also sent a similar let-
ter to the CPI(M) district
committee. 

In the letter, she alleged
that despite her husband’s
death on May 5, 2021, the
bank kept on pushing her
to repay a loan of ₹10 lakh
he had availed himself of
from the bank. 

Her request seeking
more time, citing her help-
lessness, was turned down
both by Mr. Kuriakose and
the bank’s managing
director.

“Instead, Mr. Kuriakose
warned that I would lose
my house and land unless
the debt was cleared at the
earliest,” she alleged in the
letter. 

Ms. Raju further ac-
cused Mr. Kuriakose of fa-
cilitating the sale of her
property of 30 cents and
house to a quarry owner

for half the asking price of
₹6 lakh a cent. She further
alleged that no discount in
interest eligible in the
event of a one-time settle-
ment was granted to her. 

Denies charges
Mr. Kuriakose denied the
allegations, asking “what
stopped her” from going
public with the allegations
for three years. The loan
was taken in 2015, and no
money was repaid till 2021,
he said. 

“The bank had given her
the lawfully permissible
discount of about ₹4 lakh
out of the debt of around
₹24 lakh, which included
the loans she had taken as
a Kudumbashree member.
In fact, the party had taken
the initiative to set up for
her a Kudumbashree hotel
considering that she had
no other means of in-
come,” he said. 

Kala Raju accuses CPI(M) local
leadership of ‘abandoning her’ 
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S. Unnikrishnan Nair, Di-
rector of the Vikram Sarab-
hai Space Centre (VSSC) in
Thiruvananthapuram, will
deliver the P.K. Iyengar
memorial lecture, organ-
ised as a prelude to the
37th Kerala Science Con-
gress, at Mahatma Gandhi
University (MGU), Kot-
tayam, on Friday.

K.P. Sudheer, executive
vice-president of the Kera-
la State Council for
Science, Technology, and
Environment (KSCSTE)
will inaugurate the event at
a function to be presided
over by MGU Vice-Chancel-
lor C.T. Aravindakumar. 

The event is being joint-
ly organised by KSCSTE,
Kerala Agricultural Univer-
sity, MGU, and the Kerala
Forest Research Institute.

VSSC director
to deliver
lecture 
at MGU 
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The Department of Fisher-
ies is inviting applications
for the vacancies of clinical
psychology counsellor on a
contractual basis to 10
Fisheries High Schools in
the State.

Preference will be given
to candidates who are chil-
dren of �shers or those
from the �shing communi-
ty. Age limit is 25-45 years.
Applications along with
documents should reach
the Director of Fisherieson
or before January 27
through post or �sheriesdi-
rector@gmail.com. For de-
tails, contact 0471
2305042.

Vacancy
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