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Festival of blooms

Children beside a decoration on display at a fl�ower show organised by the Green Horticultural Society at Sakthan Grounds in Thrissur on
Friday. The event will conclude on January 22. K.K. NAJEEB

For sustainable agricultu-
ral development and to in-
crease farmers’ incomes, it
is essential to give equal
importance to the secon-
dary agriculture sector,
Agriculture Minister P. Pra-
sad has said.

The Minister was speak-
ing at the inauguration of a
two-day “Sustainable agri-
culture & food processing
growth summit & expo
2025”. 

The event is being or-
ganised by the Agriculture
department, Kerala Agro
Business Company Limit-
ed (KABCO), Associated
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry of India ( AS-
SOCHAM), and Grant
Thornton Bharat, in asso-
ciation with the Ministry of
Food Processing Industries

(MOFPI), at the Kerala Agri-
cultural University in Vella-
nikkara, on Friday. 

Drivers of growth
A pivotal event focussed on
unlocking Kerala’s agri-bu-
siness potential, the sum-
mit highlights the role of
agri-MSMEs (Micro, Small
& Medium Enterprises),
agri-start-ups, and farmer-
producer organisations
(FPOs) in driving sustaina-
ble growth in the sector.
“Kerala’s agricultural sec-
tor has many unique fea-
tures. Our climate, soil cha-
racteristics, and land
structure enable us to pro-
duce the fi�nest products.
However, challenges such
as climate change, natural
disasters, wildlife threats,
and the lack of fair market
prices create signifi�cant
obstacles. This event has
been organised to address

these issues. Since 95% of
food is related to agricul-
ture, it is essential to ad-
vance both agriculture and
food processing together,”
the Minister emphasised.

More than 100 exhibi-
tors are showcasing inno-
vative technologies, pro-
ducts, and services in
agriculture and food pro-
cessing. On the second
day, the focus will shift to
improving production
practices, post-harvest va-
lue chains, and technology
adoption among FPOs and
farmer-entrepreneurs.

The summit provides a
valuable platform for
knowledge sharing, net-
working, and accessing pu-
blic schemes and services.
Visitors also have the
chance to meet representa-
tives from major banks,
who will provide fi�nancial
and business advise. 

Sustainable farming,
raising farm income in
focus at Thrissur summit
The Hindu Bureau
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The Kerala High Court has
issued notice to the State
government on a petition
by fi�lmmaker and former
chairperson of the Kerala
State Chalachitra Academy
Ranjith seeking to quash a
sexual harassment case re-
gistered against him on a
Bengali actor’s complaint.

He alleged in his peti-
tion that the complaint
against him was false and
was an outcome of a con-
spiracy hatched by actor-
fi�lmmaker Joshy Joseph
and his friends with a view
to ousting him from the
post of the chairperson of
the Chalachitra Academy. 

He said that there was
no allegation of assault or
use of force by the petition-
er. The alleged incident
took place in 2009. 

However, the complaint
was fi�led on August 26,
2024 — 15 years after the al-
leged incident. 

Harassment
case: Ranjith
moves HC 
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