
The New Year revelry in Er-
nakulam district conclud-
ed late on Thursday even-
ing with the much-awaited
Cochin Carnival rally being
taken out from Veli Ground
to Parade Ground which is
located right in the heart of
the Fort Kochi heritage
zone. 

Although slated to be
held on December 31 each
year, the crowd-pulling
event was postponed to Ja-
nuary 2 due to the week-
long mourning following
the death of former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.
As is the norm each year,
�oats depicting an array of
themes, people wearing
fancy dress, dancers and
others participated in the
rally held on the day. A ro-
botic elephant was among
the attractions.  

Foreign tourists, other
visitors and people from
the city and West Kochi
turned up in large num-
bers to witness the rally
which was followed by live
music performance at Pa-
rade Ground. 

People converged at
Fort Kochi by road and in
passenger/ro-ro ferries.
This is the �rst time that
the Cochin Carnival is be-
ing held after the extension
of Water Metro ferries to
Fort Kochi. 

New Year revelry in Kochi concludes with vibrant Cochin Carnival rally
The Hindu Bureau
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Keeping a tradition alive: (Left) A robotic elephant being paraded

during the Cochin Carnival rally in Fort Kochi on Thursday; and

artistes during the rally. THULASI KAKKAT 
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A youth was killed, while
another person who was
riding pillion sustained in-
juries after a mini-truck
rammed their two-wheel-
er at Alangad along Aluva-
Paravur road in the early
hours of Thursday. The de-
ceased was identi�ed as

Muhammed Nufail, 20, of
Ramanattukara, Kozhi-
kode. 

The injured is Saaniya,
20, of Kollam. The two
were thrown o� the vehi-
cle onto the road under
the impact of the collision. 

The Aluva West police
have registered a case for
rash driving and causing
death by negligence.

Youth killed in accident 
The Hindu Bureau
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The State capital is gearing
up to host the State School
Arts Festival after a gap of
nine years.

Nearly 15,000 students
will take part in the festival
across 25 venues. The
Arabic Sahithyotsavam and
the Samskritotsavam will
also be held along with the
arts festival. 

The welcome song for
the festival has been
penned by Srinivasan
Thooneri and set to tune
by Kavalam Sreekumar. Its
dance interpretation will
be presented jointly by the
students of Kerala Kala-
mandalam and State
schools. Students of
GVHSS, Vellarmala, Waya-
nad, will present a group
dance on the theme of sur-
vival, Minister for General
Education V. Sivankutty
said at a press conference
here on Thursday. 

Director of General Edu-
cation Shanavas S. will
hoist the �ag at Central Sta-
dium, the main venue that
has been named MT-Nila in
memory of the late writer
M.T. Vasudevan Nair at 9
a.m. on Saturday. Chief Mi-
nister Pinarayi Vijayan will
formally inaugurate the
festival at 10 a.m. 

Nineteen subcommit-
tees have been formed for
the smooth conduct of the
festival. 

Registration of partici-
pants will begin at SMV
Higher Secondary School
at 10 a.m. on Friday. Seven
counters have been ar-
ranged for the 14 districts. 

Arrangements have
been made on the web por-
tal www.ulsavam.kite.kera-
la.gov.in for students to re-
cord at the time of online
registration if they need ac-
commodation. Twenty-�ve
schools have been identi-
�ed for housing the stu-
dents, with 10 schools in
reserve. 

The food pavilion has
been put up at the Puthari-
kandam grounds. Pazhayi-
dom Mohanan Namboothi-
ri will manage the massive
festival kitchen this year
too. At a time, 4,000 stu-
dents will be able to eat at
the pavilion. It will open
with dinner for the partici-
pants on Friday. Arrange-
ments have been made for
students to take away hot
water.

The festival will observe
the green protocol. Ex-
perts from within the State
and outside have been se-
lected as judges by the Di-
rectorate of General Edu-
cation in a transparent
manner. 

The festival valedictory
will be held at 5 p.m. on Ja-
nuary 8. 

Capital to host
school arts
fest from
tomorrow 

The Hindu Bureau
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A police o�cer attached to
the Palarivattom station
who was reportedly
brought to the emergency
care of a private hospital in
an unresponsive state was
declared dead on Thurs-
day evening. The deceased
was identi�ed as Shaji
M.S., 49. 

Cop dies 
The Hindu Bureau
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