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JSW MG Motor India partners
with Kotak Mahindra Prime

Ahmedabad, JSW MG Motor
India today announced its
partnership with KMPL to offer a
finance solution for its innovative
Battery-As-A-Service (BaaS)
ownership program to EV
customers. With this partnership,
KMPL becomes one of the first
leading auto financers to support
the BaaS concept and will help
in furthering its reach to
prospective customers.

BaaS is a flexible ownership
program that significantly
reduces the initial acquisition
cost, ensuring an economical and
hassle-free ownership
experience. Launched in
September 2024, BaaS has
regenerated customer interests
back to EVs, which has
translated in the growth of EV
sales. The growing consumer

interest in this one-of-a-kind
ownership model was a catalyst
in KMPL joining the BaaS
bandwagon and curate finance
solutions for EV customers.
Speaking on the occasion,
Gaurav Gupta, Chief Growth
Officer, JSW MG Motor India said,
“Our pursuit for innovation is
relentless and we remain
committed to create
experiences that enhances
consumer delight. With BaaS, we
have created a disruption in the
market and created a benchmark
in the Electric Car industry. It
remains our priority to enhance
its reach through various finance
partners, to enable rapid EV
adoption. I welcome and thank
the KMPL team for partnering
with us to extend the BaaS
concept to customers. (20-4)

Toyota Kirloskar Motor Signs MoU
with Government Tool Room

Ahmedabad, Reinforcing its
dedication to skill development
and community empowerment,
Toyota Kirloskar Motor (TKM)
has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the
Government Tool Room &
Training Centre (GTTC),
Karnataka. The MoU, effective
from January 2025, underscores
TKM’s role in elevating the
quality of training at GTTC
centers and Multi-Skill
Development Centres (MSDCs)
by introducing advanced
industry culture, faculty
development programs, and
modern training materials. By
bridging the gap between
academia and industry, the
initiative underscores TKM's
commitment to empowering

trainees with the skills needed
to excel in today’s competitive
industrial landscape. Building on
the success of developing 16
GTTC centers, TKM is now
embarking on a transformative
journey to provide Toyota’s
expertise to 16 additional GTTCs,
furthering its commitment to
advancing technical education
across Karnataka. All upcoming
GTTCs will be modelled after the
Magadi campus, envisioned as a
"Role Model" institute, setting
new benchmarks in industrial
culture and training excellence.
This collaboration will also see a
significant upgrade to the Multi-
Skill Development Centre
(MSDC) in Mysuru, enhancing its
capacity to support advanced
training initiatives. (20-4)

Amazon launches Echo Spot, an
Alexa-enabled smart alarm clock

Ahmedabad, Amazon has
launched the all-new Echo Spot
in India, making it the latest
addition to its line-up of Alexa-
enabled Echo devices. Echo
Spot is a sleek new smart alarm
clock, featuring a variety of
custom-designed clock faces,
colourful display options, and
four newly-added alarm sounds.
Combining style with
functionality, Echo Spot's
compact and customisable
display allows customers to set
and view alarms, see the time,
weather, or song titles at a
glance, and experience vibrant
sound with its directional
speaker. Specifically designed to
enhance the bedside table
experience, the night mode
option helps customers easily
check the time on the screen
mid-sleep. Available in Black and

Blue, customers can get the
Echo Spot at an introductory
limited period offer of INR 6,449.
"Through our range of devices,
we constantly strive to add
more convenience and comfort
to our customers' daily lives.
Echo Spot, the newest addition
to the Echo family of devices,
continues to deliver on this
commitment. Customers can
gently wake up to their favourite
music, control Alexa-compatible
smart lights and home appliances,
and glance at the weather and
their calendar-by giving voice
commands to Alexa from the
comfort of their bed," said Parag
Gupta, Director and Country
Manager, Amazon Devices India.
"Its aesthetic design with a
colourful, customisable display
helps enhance any bedside
setting.  (19-10)

Impact of poaching on Elephant population
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World Elephant Day has
been created to bring the
world together to help
elephants. Elephants are
among the most intelligent of
the creatures with whom we
share the planet, with complex
consciousnesses that are
capable of strong emotions.
Across Africa they have inspired
respect from the people that
share the landscape with them,
giving them a strong cultural
significance. India is one of the
seventeen megadiverse
countries of the world.
Elephants have enjoyed a
special place in India's culture
and tradition. They were used
as a means of transport for the
royalties and to fight battles, as
has been captured by various
frescoes. Most important,

however, is the status of the
elephant as a deity in the form
of Lord Ganesha. For over 70%
of the population, elephants
hold religious importance. It is
disappointing to learn that
today only about 27,000 wild
elephants remain in India, as
opposed to a million a decade
ago as indicated by research.
Human-elephant conflict is a
major conservation concern in
elephant range countries. A
variety of management
strategies have been
developed and are practiced at
different scales for preventing
and mitigating human-elephant
conflict.The elephant
population has been declining
for decades. This is due to
several factors, such as habitat
loss, human conflict, and
hunting.Elephants are
considered to be the most
intelligent of all animals after
humans. They are very social
creatures that live in herds led
by a 'matriarch'. The leading
female of the herd is called the
'matriarch'. They help maintain
the health of forests by
distributing seeds by roaming
over great distances.

Elephants have been a part
of human society for thousands
of years. Humans have been
both aiding and hurting

elephants for centuries. In
many stories, humans and
elephants live in harmony as
friends. Humans have always
taken advantage of the
incredible strength and
endurance of
elephants.Elephants are
necessary for the survival of
forest ecosystems, and indeed
many creatures.Asian elephant
numbers have dropped by at
least 50% over the last three
generations, and they're still in
decl ine today. With only
40,000-50,000 left in the wild,
the species is classified as
endangered.An elephant is
killed every 15 minutes and
now some believe that in 12
years the elephant population
will be extinct.Poachers kill
about 20,000 elephants every
single year for their tusks,
which are then traded illegally
in the international market to
eventually end up as ivory
trinkets. This trade is mostly
driven by demand for ivory in
parts of Asia.

The poaching trade began
in earnest in 1971, when a
severe drought killed 9,000
elephants in a Kenyan game
reserve. Neighbours of the
park moved in to collect ivory.
In recent years, the number
of elephant killings due to

poaching has decreased,
largely due to the worldwide
ban (since 1990) on the trade
of ivory. However, the illegal
trade continues, and as long
as it does, poachers will be a
part of it. Today, witnessing a
herd of elephants is becoming
increasingly uncommon; as
more and more elephants die
prematurely every year.The
illegal trade in ivory is one of
the greatest threats to
elephants today.

Elephants are long-lived
animals, and their survival
depends upon regular
migration over large distances
to search for food, water, and
social and reproductive
partners .Too many elephants
are getting killed in conflicts
with humans! We simply
cannot al low them to
disappear from the face of this
earth. Without the proper
conservation of elephant
survival we will see a drastic
shift in the environment.Today
as our physical world is
changing fast, it is important
to take a moment to reflect
on and reinvent our
relationship with elephants.
(B-15 Jyoti-Kalash
Society, Jodhpur Tekra,
Satellite, Ahmedabad -
380 015)

"Bharat Utsav" Begins: A Grand
Celebration of India's Cultural Heritage

Ahmedabad, "Bharat
Utsav," a vibrant celebration of
India's rich cultural diversity,
began on January 10, 2025, at
Sunshine Banquet, Satellite,
Ahmedabad. This three-day
event, running until January
12, is expected to attract over
4,000 visitors. Organized by
Tulis and Naaritvam, the
initiative is led by two self-
reliant women, Tuli Banerjee
and Sheetal Dave. Tuli, the
Founder and CEO of Tulis, has
a history of organizing
community-driven events like
Bengali festivals and music
competitions. Sheetal, the
Founder of Naaritvam, is
renowned for her impactful
women empowerment
programs that celebrate
women's achievements.

Together, they aim to create a
platform that highlights India's
cultural richness while fostering
connections and opportunities.
The festival brings together the
traditions of India's eastern,
northern, western, and
southern regions, offering
visitors a colorful and emotional
journey through the country's
heritage. Visitors can explore an
array of highlights, including
Assamese handicrafts, Odisha's
Bhagalpuri sarees, Bengali white
sarees with red borders, and
unique egg-shell paintings.
Other attractions include kids'
creativity workshops, traffic
awareness corners, handcrafted
jewellery, art displays, and local
snacks, creating a harmonious
blend of art, culture, and
tradition. (19-10)

How India’s neighbourhood has been a
challenge for Delhi in 2024

The year 2024 has proven
to be a critical period for
India’s foreign policy,
particularly in its relationships
with its immediate neighbors.
India’s “Neighbourhood First”
policy, championed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, aims
to prioritise and strengthen

relations with neighbouring
countries. However, this year
has presented a series of
unprecedented challenges,
testing the resilience and
strategic depth of Indian
diplomacy.

The political landscape of
South Asia has been turbulent,

with significant political shifts
in countries like Bangladesh,
Nepal, and the Maldives. In
Bangladesh, the ouster of
long-time ally Sheikh Hasina
has led to a more strained
relationship with Dhaka, as
the new government appears
to be pivoting towards
Pakistan and China. This shift,
coupled with rising violence
against minorities, has
strained the bilateral ties that
were previously strong. Nepal
has seen considerable political
instability, impacting its
engagement with India
despite high-level economic
cooperation efforts.The
Maldives presents a similar
scenario, with a pro-China
leadership creating diplomatic
tensions that India has been
striving to mitigate through
strategic dialogue and
cooperation. In Sri Lanka, the
economic recovery process
has necessitated a careful
balancing act for India. While
seeking to aid its southern
neighbour, India must also
navigate the increasing
influence of China in the
region. Meanwhile, the
relationship with Pakistan
remains fraught with historical
animosities and recent
developments, including
India’s decision to avoid
travelling to Pakistan for the
2025 Champions Trophy. This
decision, along with Pakistan’s
missile developments, has
only added to the existing
complexities.

As 2024 comes to a close,
India’s relationships with its
neighbours highlight the
urgent need for nuanced and
robust foreign policy
strategies. This year has
underscored the importance
of diplomatic agility and the
challenges of maintaining
regional stability amidst
shifting alliances and internal
crises within neighbouring
countries. India’s ability to
navigate these turbulent
waters will be critical in
shaping its role and influence
in South Asia.

The ouster of Sheikh
Hasina in August 2024 marked
a significant turning point in
India-Bangladesh relations.
Under Hasina’s leadership,
bilateral ties had flourished,
with India being a major
economic and security partner.
However, her removal amid
alleged vested interests
motivated mass protests, and
the subsequent establishment
of an interim government led
by Muhammad Yunus strained
the relationship. The new

administration’s gravitation
towards Pakistan and China,
coupled with the rise of
extremist elements in
Bangladesh, has led to
increased violence against
minorities, particularly Hindus.
This has prompted India to
express concerns and register
strong protests. The economic
interdependence between the
two countries, especially in
trade and the textile industry,
has also been affected, with
several India-financed
projects stalling. The textile
industry, a critical sector for
both nations, has seen
disruptions due to the political
instabil ity and shifting
alliances. Indian companies
operating in Bangladesh have
faced uncertainties, impacting
their investments and
operations.  The stalled
projects, which were aimed at
enhancing infrastructure and
connectivity, have further
strained the economic ties
between the two countries.
The rise of extremist elements
in Bangladesh has added
another layer of complexity to
the relationship. The
increased violence against
minorities, particularly Hindus,
has raised concerns in India
about the safety and security
of these communities. The
Indian government has been
vocal in its condemnation of
these acts and has urged the
Bangladeshi authorities to take
swift action to protect minorities
and uphold the rule of law. The
shift in Bangladesh’s foreign
policy towards Pakistan and
China has also been a cause for
concern for India. India’s
relationship with Nepal has
always been complex,
characterised by deep-rooted
cultural and historical ties.
However, 2024 saw significant
political instability in Nepal,
which impacted bilateral
relations. The frequent changes
in government and the
reappointment of Shankar
Prasad Sharma as Nepal’s
envoy to India highlighted the
ongoing political flux. Despite
these challenges, both
countries continued to engage
in high-level exchanges and
economic cooperation. The
India-Nepal Economic
Partnership Summit in Chitwan
aimed to boost bilateral trade
and investment, reflecting a
commitment to maintaining
strong economic ties. However,
the political instability in Nepal
remains a concern for India, as
it affects the implementation of
key infrastructure projects and
border management.

How Bangladesh’s rising Islamic extremism
is showing its early signs in India

Following the ouster of
Sheikh Hasina in the student
protests led by Islamic
extremists of Jamaat-e-
Islami and its student wing,
Is lamic Chatra Shiv ir,
eminent strategic experts
and credible voices from the
intel l igence community
expressed concerns about
the unfettered growth of
Is lamic extremism in
Bangladesh, with its most
alarming effects on India’s
national security, particularly
in its sensitive North East.

The interim government
of Bangladesh, with a slew
of decisions after Hasina’s
ouster,  faci l i tat ing and
promoting the spread and
growth of Islamic extremists,
has expedited the fast
unfolding of apprehensions.
Such measures include the
removal of secur ity
clearance for Pakistani
nat ionals apply ing for
Bangladeshi visas, facilitating
their smooth visa process in
al l  the Bangladeshi
embassies across the world,
repealing the ban on Jamaat,
releasing hardcore Islamic
radicals convicted of murder,
systematically persecuting
the Hindu minorities and
Awami League cadres,
aggressively propping up
anti-India sentiment in the
media and on the grassroots
among various sections of
the society, including the
mil i tary veterans, and
init iat ing a debate on
removing the word secular
from the constitution. The
effects of rising Islamic
extremism in Bangladesh
have already started
manifesting in India. On
December 17 and 18, under
the aegis of Operat ion
Praghat, the Assam STF
arrested Mohammad Saad
Radi, alias Mohammad Shab
Sheikh, a cadre of the
Ansarullah Bangla Team
(ABT), from Kerala. The ABT
leadership entrusted him to
recruit  Musl im youth,

indoctr inate them, and
establish sleeper cells across
the country to orchestrate
subversive activities in India,
including terrorism, rioting,
and violent civil unrest.
Besides him, the Assam STF
apprehended his c lose
associates, Minarul Sheikh
and Mohammad Abbas Ali
from West Bengal; Nur Islam
Mandal, Abdul Karim Mandal,
and Mojbar Rahman; and the
remaining two, Hamidul
Islam and Inamul Haque
from Assam, all Bangladeshi
nationals and operatives of
ABT. The ongoing
interrogations have revealed
that they were working

under the direct ion of
Mohammad Farhan Israk, a
close associate of ABT chief
Jasimuddin Rahmani. The
incriminating documents and
technical evidence suggest
that the arrested individuals
were continuously in touch
with their Pakistani and
Bangladeshi handlers.

Notably, ABT is an AQIS

(Al  Qaeda in Indian
Subcontinent) affiliate in
South Asia. AQIS is banned
in India. ABT’s nefarious
designs include exploiting
regional, rel igious, and
ethnic vulnerabil it ies in
India, particularly West
Bengal and Assam, and
creating disruption and
chaos in India.


