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Kasganj violence: 28 convicted by NIA court six years
later, family demand death penalty for main accused
KASGANJ : As a special NIA
court on Friday convicted 28
accused for the Kasganj vio-
lence. The family of
deceased, Chandan Gupta,
demanded that the main cul-
prit be given the death penal-
ty.

Chandan Gupta died of a
bullet injury in the clashes
that broke out during a
"Tiranga bike rally" in
Kasganj on Republic Day in
2018.

After the incident in 2018,
more than 30 people were
sent to jail on charges of
murder and 51 others were
detained by police, in connec-
tion with the violence that
erupted in the vicinity.

The brother of Chandan
Gupta, Vivek Gupta thanked
the lawyers who helped them
during the case, and men-
tioned that they hope that the
main accused be given the

death penalty.
"My brother was mur-

dered and the accused have
been sentenced to life impris-
onment and 10 years of rig-
orous imprisonment...I thank
the lawyers. In the High
Court, we will demand that
the main culprit be hanged
and the two who have been

acquitted should also be pun-
ished," he told ANI.

Meanwhile, the District
Government Counsel Manoj
Kumar Tripathi mentioned
that they will also appeal the
of two people in the case.

"All the accused have
been sentenced to life impris-
onment. Two people have

been acquitted. We will
appeal against their acquit-
tal. Salim has been sen-
tenced additional 7 years of
rigorous imprisonment,"
the government counsel
told ANI.

Sangeeta Gupta, the
mother of the victim also
welcomed the verdict but
said that the demand for
the denalty is still not ful-
filled."The only thing left is
that the one who fired the
bullet should be given the
death penalty and the ones
who started the fight should
also be hanged. Chandan
had only gone to celebrate
Bharat Mata, he was saying
vande mataram. Young
people have an excitement
to them to celebrate repub-
lic day, as they are taught
from a young age like other
children," she told ANI.

She further mentioned

that she would like to meet
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
again and requested that he
listen to her pain. She
added, "I request that the
CM meet me, understand
my pain and my son's pain.
I hope he comes here to
unveil the statue which has
been closed off too." The
father of the victim thanked
the judiciary for the verdict,
welcoming the rigorous
imprisonment of all the
accused.

"We are satisfied with
whatever justice has been
given and we thank the
judiciary and whatever has
happened with the case is
good. I also thank the
judges, lawyers and anyone
else who stood with us
shoulder to shoulder," said
Sushil Gupta, the father of
the deceased.

SC seeks data from UGC on complaints of
caste discrimination in universities
NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Friday asked the
University Grants
Commission (UGC) to collate
and furnish data regarding
the total number of com-
plaints of caste discrimina-
tion received under its 2012
regulations in universities
and higher educational insti-
tutions in the country.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan asked
UGC to submit data on how
many Central, state, deemed
and private universities and
higher educational institu-
tions have set up Equal
Opportunity Cells and the
total number of complaints
received under the UGC
(Promotion of Equity in
Higher Educational
Institutions) Regulations,
2012 alongwith action taken
reports.

It took into consideration
the submission of UGC that
pursuant to certain recom-
mendations a new set of reg-
ulations has been formulat-
ed. The top court directed the
UGC to notify regulations and
place the same on record.

The order was passed on
a PIL filed by the mothers of
Rohit Vemula and Payal

Tadvi assailing caste discrim-
ination in higher educational
institutions.

As the bench was
informed that as many as 115
suicides have taken place in
IITs alone between 2004 and
2024, it remarked that the
court is "cognisant of the sen-
sitivity of the matter" and
would begin hearing it peri-
odically to find out a mecha-
nism that would translate the
2012 Regulations into a real-
ity.

During the hearing of the
case, senior advocate Indira
Jaising representing for peti-
tioners contended that UGC
failed to implement the 2012
regulations which were
intended to put an end to dis-
crimination based on caste in
higher educational institu-
tions. She requested the
bench to seek data from the
Central government and the
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council -
regarding data about the
number of suicides by stu-
dents belonging to the
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled
Tribe category in higher edu-
cational institutions. The
bench then asked Union and
NAAC to file counter-affi-

davits within four weeks.
Rohit Vemula, a PhD

scholar at Hyderabad Central
University, died by suicide on
January 17, 2016, reportedly
due to caste discrimination.

Payal Tadvi, a tribal stu-
dent at Tamil Nadu Topiwala
National Medical College in
Mumbai also died by suicide
on May 22, 2019, as she was
allegedly subjected to caste-
based discrimination by her
upper-caste peers.

In 2019, their mothers
filed a PIL in the top court
seeking a mechanism to end
caste-based discrimination
on campuses.

They claimed that there is
a rampant prevalence of
caste discrimination against
members of the SC/ST com-
munity. They also sought a
direction to all Universities
and higher educational insti-
tutions to establish Equal
Opportunity Cells on the lines
of such other existing anti-
discrimination internal com-
plaints mechanisms and to
include members from the
SC/ST communities and inde-
pendent representatives from
NGO's or social activists to
ensure objectivity and impar-
tiality in the process. 

NIA chargesheets 4
CPI (Maoist) members
in Maharashtra's
Dinesh Pusu Gawade
murder case
NEW DELHI : The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
on Thursday chargesheeted
four members of the banned
CPI (Maoist) terrorist organi-
sation for the abduction and
brutal killing of a youth in
Maharashtra's Gadchiroli.
According to NIA press
release, the accused, identi-
fied as Doba Wadde, Ravi
Pallo, Sattu Mahaka and
Komati Mahaka, have been
charged with abduction and
murder of Dinesh Pusu
Gawade in November 2023.

"They had kidnapped and
killed Gawade on suspicion of
being a police informer and a
member of RSS," NIA said.

In its chargesheet filed
before the NIA Special Court,
Mumbai, Maharashtra, in
case RC-03/2024/NIA/MUM,
the agency has stated that
the accused were active
members of CPI (Maoist) and
had committed the crime in
furtherance of the outfit's
conspiracy to spread terror
in the minds of the local vil-
lagers. Their act was also
aimed as a threat to the vil-
lagers against sharing any
information about Naxal
activities/movements with
the security forces.

The case was initially reg-
istered at P.S Dhodraj by
Gadchiroli Police, which
arrested the accused.

GRAP-3 curbs back in
Delhi-NCR amid rise in air
pollution levels
NEW DELHI : The
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) on
Friday invoked stage 3 curbs
under the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) across
the Delhi-NCR region amid
another surge in air pollution
levels.

The Centre's panel on
Delhi-National Capital
Region's (NCR) air quality
directed the authorities in the
region to immediately imple-
ment curbs prescribed under
stage 3 to prevent further
worsening of the situation, an
official order stated.

GRAP Stage 3, which was
lifted last Friday, entails a
ban on nonessential con-
struction work.

Classes up to grade V are
required to shift to hybrid
mode under Stage 3. Parents
and students have the option
to choose online education
wherever available.

Under Stage 3, the use of
BS-III petrol and BS-IV diesel
cars (4-wheelers) is restricted
in Delhi and nearby NCR dis-
tricts. Stage 3 also bans
nonessential diesel-operated

medium goods vehicles with
BS-IV or older standards in
Delhi."In an effort to prevent
further deterioration of the
air quality .

SC notice to Dera chief Ram Rahim on CBI's plea
challenging his acquittal in 2002 murder case
NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Friday issued notice
to the self-styled Godman and
Dera Sacha Sauda chief
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh
and four others on a plea of
CBI challenging the judgment
of the Punjab and Haryana
High Court acquitting them in
the 2002 murder of sect's for-
mer manager Ranjit Singh.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India Sanjeev Khanna and
Sanjay Kumar sought a

response from Ram Rahim
and others and tagged the
matter with another pending
appeal filed by the com-
plainant who had also chal-
lenged the acquittal.

The bench posted the
matter for hearing before a
bench headed by Justice Bela
Trivedi which had issued a
notice in the appeal filed by
the complainant- the father
of the deceased.

"Our attention has been
drawn to the office report
dated September 9, 2024, of
the order passed by the
bench of Justice Bela Trivedi,
issue notice and tag with...
the SLP be listed before the
bench presided by Justice
Bela Trivedi," the bench
ordered.

The other convicts who
were sentenced to life
imprisonment by the trial
court on October 18, 2021,
along with Ram Rahim
were Avtar Singh, Krishan

Lal, Jasbir Singh, and
Sabdil Singh. One of the
accused, Inder Sain, had
died during the trial in
2020. The Dera manager,
Ranjit Singh, was shot dead
when he was working in his
fields in his native village in
Kurukshetra district of
Haryana on July 10, 2002.

On November 10, 2003,
the High Court ordered a

CBI investigation into the
case, earlier registered at
Police Station Sadar,
Thanesar, Kurukshetra.

When the matter
reached the High Court
against the trial court order,
it found that the CBI failed
to establish the motive of
the crime and rather, the
prosecution case was
"shrouded in doubts".

Ram Rahim is lodged in
Sunaria jail in Rohtak,
Haryana, and serving a 20-
year jail term for raping
two of his disciples.

According to the CBI
chargesheet, Ram Rahim
suspected Ranjit Singh of
circulating an anonymous
letter among the dera fol-
lowers accusing Ram
Rahim of sexually exploiting
female disciples at the dera.
It was based on this letter
that a rape case was regis-
tered against Ram Rahim in
2002. 

EAM Jaishankar meets Iran Deputy
FM Takht Ravanchi, discusses bilat-
eral ties, Chabahar Port
NEW DELHI : External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar met with
Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister Takht Ravanchi in New Delhi
on Friday and discussed the wide expanse of India-Iran ties.

In a post on X, the EAM said that the two leaders held dis-
cussions on the bilateral ties of India and Iran, the progress on
the Chabahar port along with regional developments.

" Recieved Deputy FM @TakhtRavanchiof Iran this evening.
Discussed our bilateral ties, progress in Chabahar port and
regional developments. Confident that the Foreign Office
Consultations will give a momentum to our partnership."

Iran's Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Takht
Ravanchi is visiting India to discuss key issues between the two
countries such as trade volumes. Other items on the agenda
are increasing bilateral trade in both energy and non-energy
sectors, improving connectivity and tourism, regional and
international security, and the completion of Chabahar Port.

India and Iran share a millennia-long history of interac-
tions. India and Iran signed a friendship treaty on March 15,
1950. The visit of then Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee to
Iran and the signing of the Tehran Declaration in April 2001,
followed by the visit of then President Seyyed Mohammad
Khatami and the signing of the New Delhi Declaration in 2003
deepened the India-Iran cooperation. 


