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Meghalaya Guv calls for safeguarding lands of farmers
Vijayashankar also for promoting sustainable agricultural practices

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayapura

MEGHALAYA Governor C H 
Vijayashankar has stressed the 
need to safeguard farmers’ 
lands and promote sustainable 
agricultural practices. Speak-
ing at the recently held event to 
pay tribute to late Siddeshwara 
Swamy of  Gyanayogashrama 
in Vijayapura, he dwelled into 
his past when he was striving 
for the welfare of  the farming 
community during his tenure 
as legislator.

He also recalled his tenure in 
Parliament, where he worked 

alongside former prime minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee and 
Vijayapura MP Ramesh Jiga-
janagi. There, he advocated the 
need for policies favouring the 
farming community. 

Vijayashankar also recount-
ed his initiatives as a member 
of  the subject committee, 
where he supported stricter 
land conversion policies to pre-
serve fertile and irrigated 
lands. Later, he visited the Gu-
rudev cold storage unit which 
was built with the help of  fi-
nancial assistance from the 
Union Government. 

The cold storage was cele-

brating two years of  its forma-
tion with the help of  farmers 
o f  K a r n a t a k a  a n d 
Maharashtra.

He praised the Gurudev cold 
storage MSME project for its 
role in supporting grape grow-
ers and entrepreneurs in the 
district. He commended the 
initiative for uniting farmers 
from neighbouring regions and 
promoting their interests 
through a cohesive organisa-
tional framework. The Gover-
nor urged stakeholders to con-
tinue their efforts to empower 
farmers and enhance agricul-
tural productivity.

Governor of Meghalaya C H Vijayashankar being weighed against raisins in 
Vijayapura recently |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e l a g a v i

MEMBERS of  the Kittur Kar-
nataka Sene (KKS) staged a 
protest in front of  the Deputy 
Commissioner’s office, de-
manding legal action against 
Maharashtra Minister Shiven-
drasinh Raje Bhosale, MLA Ab-
hay Patil, Mayor Savita Kamble 
and their supporters, in Bela-
gavi on Tuesday. They protest-
ed against the alleged provoca-
tive incident during the 
inauguration of  the unveiling 
of  Dharmaveer Sambhaji’s 
statue at Angol in Belagavi on 
Sunday.

It may be recalled here that 
the district administration had 
earlier ordered the postpone-
ment of  the unveiling ceremo-
ny due to incomplete work. 
However, minister Bhosale at-

tended the event, where he 
shouted the slogan “Jai Mahar-
ashtra”, which was reportedly 
applauded by MLA Patil and 
Mayor Savita.

In a memorandum submitted 
by the KKS, members high-
lighted that the Karnataka gov-
ernment spent Rs 45 lakh on 
the statue from the taxpayers’ 
money. They described the acts 
of  Maharashtra representa-
tives and local leaders as an in-
sult to the people of  Karnataka. 
The Swabhimani Kannadigara 
Okkuta also joined the call for 
strict legal action against those 
involved.

The agitators accused minis-
ter Bhosale, MLA Patil and 
Mayor Savita of  defying the 
district administration’s orders 
and using the event to provoke 
sentiments by shouting “Jai 
Maharashtra.”

Protests erupt over ‘Jai 
Maharashtra’ slogans 
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Tiger spotted in Khanapur
Belagavi: A tiger is said to have been spotted in 
the forest area in Jamboti, near Belagavi on 
Tuesday.  
The incident has caused concern among the local 
residents after a video went viral that captures 
the tiger moving 
on the road. The 
video is said to 
have been 
recorded on 
Huland-
Kanakumbi road 
near Jamboti. 
When asked 
about the 
appearance of the 
tiger near 
Jamboti, the divisional conservator of forests, 
Maria Christu Raja said, “The tiger is not sighted 
to forest officials. It is not sure if the viral video is 
from Khanapur. However, we are verifying the 
video whether it is from Khanapur or not. The 
local residents need not worry.”  ENS

Biker killed in 
road mishap
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e l a g a v i

A 33-year-old man was 
killed and another criti-
cally injured when their 
bike lost control on the 
Khanapur-Belagavi high-
way near Hattargunji, re-
sulting in a severe crash, 
in Khanapur recently. 
The accident occurred on 
Sunday evening.

The deceased, Vikram 
Maruti Patil from Baha-
durwadi and pillion rider 
Atul Chandrakant Patil, 
were returning home af-
ter visiting their rela-
tives in Karambal and 
w e r e  g o i n g  v i a  
Bahadurwadi. 

Atul was seriously in-
jured in the accident and 
is undergoing treatment 
at a hospital. Vikram, 
who was riding the bike, 
sustained critical head 
and chest injuries. He 
was immediately rushed 
to a private hospital in 
Belagavi, where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries on 
Monday. A case has been 
registered at Khanapur 
police station. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

DyCM D K Shivakumar’s dream to become chief minister is 
unlikely to be fulfilled as Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has 
strengthened his position through the dinner politics

Arvind 
Bellad, Dy 
Leader of 
Opposition


