
L&T Semicon plans
a $10 bn chip bet
Moveonlyafter ithasvisibilityofhitting$1bnannual
salesof fablesssemiconproductsdesignedbythefirm
SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
New Delhi, 23 January

L&T Semiconductor
Technologies (LTSCT),
a fully owned subsidi-

ary of Larsen & Toubro, has
put together a plan to invest
over $10 billion in a silicon
fabrication (fab) plant after it
gains clear visibility by 2026-
27ofhittingat least a$1billion
per annum revenue run rate
by selling its own designed
andpatented chips and semi-
conductor products (man-
ufactured by third parties) in
both the Indian and global
markets.

Speaking to Business
Standard, Sandeep Kumar,
chief executive officer of the
company, said: “We have
decided not to follow the
foundry path like Taiwan
Semiconductor
Manufacturing Company
(TSMC) and make chips for
others; instead, wewant to go
down the product path. A fab
plant will require an invest-
ment of over $10 billion. Even
withsubsidies, itwillmeanan
investment of $1 billion.”

However, Kumar says that
to recover this capital, the
plant that will manufacture
the chips designed by them
must operate at 95 per cent
capacity. This would require
generating revenues of $1 bil-
lion per annum from product
sales. “We will have visibility
on our revenues by 2026-27
and then decide on building
the plant by 2031.”

The company has also
explored the potential of set-
ting up compound fab plants
powered by like gallium
nitride, GaN. Kumar says:
“Theseplantscostaround$1.5
billion, soyoushouldhavevis-
ibility of $150 million per
annuminrevenues.Butat the

moment, there is an over-
supply in the market, which
will constrain us if we are
unable to take advantage of
this situation.”

Theone-year-oldcompany
is currently focusing on
designingandselling its semi-
conductor products, with a
focus on some key areas: like
radio frequency, and sen-
sors—backed by an initial
investment of $300million.

Kumar explains: “We are
not competingwithNvidia or
Advanced Micro Devices but
are entering segments where
there is less competition, and
it isnotdominatedby justone
or two players. Instead, there
are already 30 players, and
therearenicheareaswherewe
can go in and compete.”

He also points out that the
technology nodes required in
these segments are not as
aggressive, and the cost of

development is lower. Of
course,henotes, even theunit
volume and revenue per pro-
duct are smaller.

Kumar also mentions that
the company is not entering
large markets—like mobile
and personal computers—
where therearealreadyestab-
lished players offering semi-
conductors. It is focusing on
the energy and telecommuni-
cations sectors and products
designedby the companywill
be launchedmid this year.

Currently, the company is
manufacturing the chips it
designs at third-party global
foundries.

However, Kumar says that
they will give contracts to
companies like Tata and var-
ious Outsourced
SemiconductorAssemblyand
Test players once they begin
commercialproduction in the
country.

Airtel,Jiocomplywithvoice-onlymandate
SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY
New Delhi, 23 January

Bharti Airtel and Reliance Jio have
introduced a series of voice-only plans
to comply with new Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India (Trai)
guidelinesmandating affordable plans
for users who rely on calling and short
messageservice(SMS),withoutneeding
mobile data.

Airtel has revised the cost of the
year-long voice plan to ~1,959, down
from~1,999,andthatof the84-dayvoice
plan to ~499, down from ~569. The two
plans offer 900 and 3,600 SMSes,
respectively. Additionally, Airtel
Rewards include an Apollo 24/7 Circle
membership for 3 months and free
hello tunes.

Jio has launched an 84-day plan
costing ~458 with unlimited voice cal-
ling, free national roaming, 1,000 free
SMSes, and access to Jio Cinema, and
itsTVapps,butnomobiledatabenefits.
Italsoannouncedasimilarannualplan
for ~1,958 with 3,600 free SMSes and
other complimentarybenefits.

Thetelcoremovedtwoplans,priced
at ~1,899 and ~479. These offered 24GB
data and 336-day validity, and 6GB of
data with a validity of 84
days, respectively.

OnDecember26lastyear,Traiman-
dated separate Special Tariff Vouchers
(STV) for voice and SMS to give con-
sumersanoptiontopayfor theservices
they require in general. The regulator
argued it would provide benefits to the
elderly, and those living in rural areas.

It also increased the capon the validity
period for STV and combo vouchers
fromtheearlier90daysto365days.The
vouchers are usually more affordable
than regular plans and are favoured by
budget-conscious consumers.

According to Trai, an estimated 150
million people in India still use basic
mobile services. Many of these users
don’t need data services but are forced
tobuyexpensiveplansthatbundledata
alongwith calls andSMS.

Cosmeticsurgerysectoreyes$11.5bn
faceliftonrisingdisposable income
ANEEKA CHATTERJEE
Bengaluru, 23 January

India’scosmetic surgerymarket is
projected toreach$11.5billion (nearly
~1 trillion)by2030duetocelebrity
influence, risingdisposable incomes,
reducedstigma,andaccess to
advancedequipment.

According toGrandView
Research’s report, thecosmetic surgery
market isgrowingatacompound
annualgrowthrateof 15.6percent.
Expertsattribute thisgrowthtoseveral
factors, includingUSFoodandDrug
Administration (FDA)-approved
imports frominternationalmarkets.

Mumbai-basedKayaClinic
highlightedagrowingpreference for
subtle,natural-lookingresults.Many
individualschoosenon-surgical
facelifts topreserveyouthfulness
withoutnoticeablechanges.

Theyrevealed that in India, there is
a tendencytokeepsuchtreatments
discreetand low-profile. “Socialmedia
andcelebrityculturehavecertainly
playedarole in increasing interest in
theseprocedures.Peopleaspire to look
likecelebritiesor influencersandare
moreopentocosmetic treatments.
There is less stigmaattachedto these
treatmentsnow,”saidPriyaPuja,
dermatologistandheadmedical
advisor (NorthandEast)atKaya .

Addingto this,LahariSurapaneni,
chiefexecutiveofficerandconsultant
plastic surgeonatBangaloreHospitals,
notedthatcelebritiesare terrificat
tradeandhaveprovidedaplatformto
influence.

“This trend isdrivenbyconstant

socialmediaexposureamongthe
Indianpopulation.Patients include
those in thepubliceyeandeveryday
individuals,bothwomenandmen,
striving to looktheirbest.”

Expertsaddedthatmostequipment
andtoolsusedforaesthetic surgeries
are imported,withFDAapproval, from
regions like theUS,Europe,South
Korea,andothers.

“Allourequipment isFDA-
approved.For instance,weuseFLX,
exclusive toKayaandFDA-certified.
ManyofourproductscomefromUS
andEuropeancompanies, alongside
FDA-approvedKoreanthreads.We
meticulously researchandvetour
vendors toensure theymeetsafety
standards,asmaintaining thehighest
qualityof treatments isour top
priority,”addedPuja.Shenotedthat
themachinesarecostly,goingupto
several lakhs.Surapanenialsonoted
that importedequipmentpurchased

frominternationalmarkets through
Indiansupplychainsstartsat ~80 lakh
andcangoupto~1crore. “Wesource
FDA-approved implants, fillers, and
surgicalequipment from
internationally renownedmarkets,
ensuringprecisionanddurability.
Dermal fillersandadvancedsurgical
instrumentsoftencomefromtheUS
andEurope,” saidVinodVij, senior
consultant—plastic surgeryand
cosmetology,ApolloHospitals, Navi
Mumbai.

Expertshighlightedthat
individualsasyoungas theirearly30s
startpreventive treatments.

Popularchoices includehydration
fillersorplatelet-richplasmato
maintainskinhealth.Withgrowing
age, treatmentsbecomemore targeted,
suchasultrasound-basedprocedures
likeThermageor thread lifts.

Moreonwww.business-standard.com

LilavatiHospital to invest
~800crincancercareunit
ANJALI SINGH
Mumbai, 23 January

Lilavati hospitalwill set upa300-bed
cancer care institute in Bandra with
aninvestmentof~800crore.Abutting
Lilavati hospital, this institute will
openintwoyearsona350,000-square
feetof land,which isbeingsubsidised
by the government.

It isexpectedtocreate5,000-6,000
jobs, which will include roles for over
400 specialised doctors, healthcare
professionals, and support staff.

Prashant Mehta, Permanent
TrusteeofLilavatiHospital said, “The
governmentwill subsidise healthcare
projects tosupport thecity,andweare
ensuringthatallhealthcare initiatives
receivethenecessaryassistance.There
is immensesupportbecauseeveryone
recognises thatcancercare is theneed
of the hour, and people are eager to
contribute to this cause for the city of
Mumbai.”

The investment for the institute
will be funded throughamixofdona-
tions andbankdebt.

Theinstituteaimstoprovideaccess
to the latest technologies, advanced
treatments, and global best practices
in oncology. It will also introduce AI-
driven diagnostic tools to improve
earlydetectionandpatientoutcomes.

Lilavati Hospital has also signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the US’ Mayo Clinic to
launchaNursingExcellenceProgram
in theCancerCare Institute.

Underthisprogram130nurseswill
be trained, as this collaboration aims
to enhance the skills and knowledge
ofthenursingstaff throughspecialised
training and development. This pro-
gramwill cover areas such asNursing
Excellenceeducation,NursingQuality
and Patient Experience, and Patient
and Staff Safety. Nurses completing
the program will receive a certificate
of excellence from theMayoClinic.

nDesign,ownthe
patent,andsell
semiconductorproducts,
initially followinga
‘fabless’model

nTargetboththeglobal
andIndianmarkets,
focusingonsegments
wheremarket
consolidationamonga
fewbigplayershasnot
yetoccurred

nTheone-year-old
companyiscurrently
focusingondesigning
andsellingits
semiconductorproducts

nWillnotfollowthe
foundrymodel likeTSMC
butaproduct-ledmodel,
withthefab
manufacturingtheir
productsratherthanfor
thirdparties

THE WAY AHEAD

TraicalledforaffordableplansforuserswhorelyoncallingandSMS,withoutneedingdataservices

Celebrity influence,reducedstigmamayhelpmarkethit themarkby2030

SAMSUNG LAUNCHES GALAXY
S25 SERIES
Samsunghasintroduced
itsGalaxyS25series
smartphonesinIndia.
Equippedwiththe
QualcommSnapdragon8
EliteforGalaxychipset,the
GalaxyS25seriesincludes
theGalaxyS25,S25Plus,andS25Ultramodels.Theseriesalso
marksthedebutofSamsung’sAndroid15-basedOneUI7
platform,whichincorporatesseveralAI-drivenfeaturesto
provideapersonaliseduserexperience.Thesearenowopen
forpre-ordersinIndiaviaSamsung’sofficialplatforms,select
e-commercewebsites,andofflineretailoutlets.

[ TECH DIGEST ]

LG launches premium soundbars
SouthKoreanelectronicsbrandLGhas launched itsnew
rangeofpremiumsoundbars in India, featuringamodern
designand three-level spatial sound. LG said that thenewLG
S95TRandLGS90TY soundbarsareequippedwithDolby
Atmos surroundsound
and providean
enhancedcinematic
experiencewhen
pairedwith LG TVs.Both
modelsareavailable
forpurchase in
India through
LG’sofficial
website, alongwith select
onlineandoffline retail channels.

mybs.in/tech

TraiclarifiedonTuesdayithadnot
announcednewrulesordering
thesuspensionofconnections
thathavenotbeenusedfor90
days,aswasreportedinthe
media.AccordingtotheTelecom
ConsumerProtectionRegulations
(TCPR)6thamendment,prepaid
mobileconnectionscannotbe
deactivatedfornon-usagewithin
90days,providedtheconsumer
maintainsaminimumbalanceof
~20orlessintheiraccount.This
amendment,introduced11years
ago,ensuresautomaticnumber
retentionforinactiveconnections
aslongastherequiredbalanceis
maintained,Traisaid.

SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY

Regulator clarifies
on 90-day SIM
disconnection
reports

AIRTEL
Annualvoiceplan:~1,959with
3,600freeSMSes

84-dayvoiceplan:~499with900
freeSMSes

nAdditionally,AirtelRewards
includeanApollo24/7Circle
membershipfor3months

JIO
Annualvoiceplan:~1,958with
3,600freeSMSes,andother
complimentarybenefits

84-dayvoiceplan:~458with
unlimitedvoicecalling,free
roaming,1,000freeSMSes,and
accesstoJioCinema,anditsTVapps

WHAT’S IN THE PLAN

AtherEnergy introduces
multi-languagedashboard
ANJALI SINGH
Mumbai, 23 January

Indian electric two-wheeler manufac-
turer Ather Energy has introduced
a multi-language dashboard
interface for its scooterRizta.

Claiming it to have been
donefor the first timeinthe
Indian market, the com-
panysaid itaimstoenhance
user experience and cater to
awidersetofaudience.Thenew
featurewill allowriders toviewtheir
scooter's informationand interactwith
thedashboard.

The initial rollout will begin within
the next 3 weeks with Hindi, followed
bytheintroductionofMarathi,Gujarati,
Bengali,Tamil,Telugu,Malayalam,and
Kannada in the upcoming months.
AtherEnergyhasstated itsopenness to
adding more languages based on
user demand.

Ravneet Singh Phokela, chief busi-

ness officer, Ather Energy, said, “This
interface isn’t about solving a problem,
it’s about recognising the emotional
connection people havewith their lan-
guage. In India, language is identity.

It’s about offering our customers
theoption to interactwith their
scooter in away that feels per-
sonal and meaningful
to them.”

The company is also inves-
tigating the need for regulatory

approvals for this language fea-
ture.Thecompanyiswillingtoexpand
the multi-language dashboard to its
entire scooter portfolio, depending on
themarket response.

“We chose to start with Rizta, a
family scooter as it caters to a larger
market share. Implementingthemulti-
language dashboard on this model
allows us to effectively reach a wider
audience and gather valuable user
insights before expanding to other
scooters,” Singhadded.

nHighlightgrowingpreferencefor
subtle,natural-lookingresults

nMentionthat individuals intheir
early30sstartpreventive
treatments

nPopularchoices include
hydrationfillersorplatelet-rich
plasmatomaintainskinhealth

nMostequipmentandtoolsused
areimported,withFDAapproval
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FORM NO. URC-2
Advertisement giving notice about registration under

Part I of Chapter XXI of the Act
Pursuant to section 374(b) of the Companies Act 2013 and rule 4(1) of the

Companies (Authorised to Register) Rules, 2014]
1. Notice is hereby given that in pursuance of sub-section (2) of section 366 of the

Companies Act, 2013, an application is proposed to be made after fifteen days
hereof but before the expiry of thirty days hereinafter to the Registrar at Central
Registration Centre (CRC), Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs (IICA), Plot No. 6, 7,
8, Sector 5, IMT Manesar, District Gurgaon (Haryana), Pin Code- 122050 that M/s
ENVIRO SOLUTIONS AND LABS, a Partnership Firm may be registered under Part I
of Chapter XXI of the Companies Act 2013, as a company limited by shares.

2. The Principal objects of the company are as follows: -
To carry on the business of providing solutions to the issues / requirements related
to Environment and also laboratory services pertaining mainly in the field of
Environment like Air, Noise, Wastewater, etc.
To carry on the business of Environmental consultancy services includes EIA
studies, social impact assessment studies, risk assessment, health and safety
studies, marine ecological studies, environmental clearance, CRZ, groundwater
clearance, various approvals from state and central and laboratory testing services
for Air, water, industrial sewage and effluent, food, used and waste oil, soil, sludge
and turnkey projects such as design, erection, commissioning of water treatment
plants and its O & M.

3. A copy of the draft memorandum and articles of association of the proposed
company may be inspected at the office at No. 5, Cheran Nagar, ABC Extn., GN
Mills (Post), Coimbatore - 641 029.

4. Notice is hereby given that any person objecting to this application may
communicate their objection in writing to the Registrar at Central Registration
Centre (CRC), Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs (IICA), Plot No. 6, 7, 8, Sector
5, IMT Manesar, District Gurgaon (Haryana), Pin Code- 122050, within twenty-one
days from the date of publication of this notice, with a copy to the company at its
registered office.

Date : 24.01.2025 Names of Applicant
Place: Coimbatore For M/s ENVIRO SOLUTIONS AND LABS

SD/-
R RAJENDRAN, Partner

SD/-
T PARGUNAN, Partner

SD/-
V R SREE ARCHANA, Partner


