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Similar incidents involving the ALH Dhruv 

helicopters have also occurred in the past with 
the Indian Coast Guard, which is responsible 
for maritime law enforcement and search-and-
rescue operations in the nation’s territorial wa-
ters.

Four months ago, in September, another 
Coast Guard ALH MK-III helicopter crashed 
into the Arabian Sea off the Porbandar coast 
during a mission to evacuate an injured crew 
member from a motor tanker.

While the bodies of two crew members were 
recovered, a month-long search ensued to lo-
cate the pilot, Rakesh Kumar Rana, whose 
body was eventually found in October off the 
Gujarat coast.

This latest crash raises fresh concerns about 
the ALH Dhruv fleet, which is operated by 
the Indian Army, Navy, Air Force, and Coast 
Guard. Two years ago, design and metallurgy 
flaws were identified in certain components of 
the helicopter.

A safety audit was conducted following a 
spate of accidents, prompting the temporary 
grounding of the fleet for comprehensive tech-
nical checks.

The ALH Dhruv fleet, comprising over 325 
helicopters across various branches of the 
armed forces, resumed operations after pass-
ing the safety audit. However, incidents like 
these continue to cast a shadow over the relia-
bility of the platform.

Three killed as Indian Coast 
Guard chopper crashes in 

Gujarat’s Porbandar

Dense fog in Delhi-NCR 
affects over 160 flights, 

delays 50 trains

Four Maoists, cop killed in 
encounter in Chhattisgarh’s Bastar

Four killed as vehicle falls into 
gorge in J&K’s Kishtwar PM Modi’s call to action: 

The diaspora as partners in 
building a ‘Viksit Bharat’
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Motorists navigated through the thick blan-

ket of fog with extreme caution, but conges-
tion was inevitable in several parts of the 
capital.

The IMD has forecast a maximum temper-
ature of 18 degrees Celsius and a minimum 
of 10 degrees Celsius for Sunday.

Partly cloudy skies are expected during the 
afternoon and evening.

Smog and shallow fog are expected to lin-
ger into the evening and night, affecting air 
quality and visibility.

On Saturday, visibility reduced to zero 
in Delhi for an extended nine-hour period, 
marking the longest stretch of such dense fog 
this winter season.
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Home Minister Shah said that when Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi gave him the responsi-
bility of the Home Ministry in 2019, he thought 
that those who were involved in armed move-
ments should be given a chance to lay down 
their arms, surrender and live peacefully. He 
said, “Following our initiatives, 20 peace ac-
cords were signed in the northeast and 9,000 
militants surrendered.” He further said that PM 
Modi approved 15,000 homes for surrendered 
Maoists under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana while the National Dairy Development 
Board would provide at least one cow or buf-
falo to such families so that they could earn Rs 
15,000 to Rs 20,000 per month. On the fight 
against Maoists in Bastar, Shah said, “I am hap-
py that we did a lot in this one year. But killing 
is not the way forward. Those who are holding 
weapons need to be brought to the mainstream. 
Hence, I told the Home Minister of Chhattisgarh 
(Vijay Sharma) to make the best Naxal rehabili-
tation policy that can be replicated in the rest of 
India. This policy will be ready in a few days and 
will be sent to other states. Based on this policy, 
we will try to improve the lives of Naxals who 
surrendered even 10 years ago and will try to 
strengthen them and their families.”
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Doctors at a nearby hospital had first de-

clared two soldiers as brought dead while two 
others succumbed to critical injuries later. One 
injured soldier is being treated in the hospi-
tal. J&K Lt Governor Manoj Sinha and Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah condoled the death 
of the four soldiers in the Bandipora road ac-
cident. 

The Army, police and security forces have 
intensified anti-terrorist operations and pa-
trolling in the hinterland and the borders after 
reports that terrorists are waiting to sneak into 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Security forces have been aggressively car-
rying out anti-terrorist operations against ter-
rorists, their over-ground workers (OGWs) 
and sympathisers in order to dismantle the ter-
ror ecosystem in the union territory.

These operations followed some dastardly 
attacks carried out by the terrorists after the 
peaceful and people-participative Lok Sabha 
and Legislative Assembly elections in J&K. 
Intelligence agencies say that the peaceful 
conduct of elections witnessed by diplomats of 
many countries has frustrated the handlers of 
terror sitting across the border in Pakistan.
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Through their hard work 

and dedication, NRIs have 
become ambassadors for 
India, promoting its cul-
ture, fostering economic 
ties, and encouraging inter-
national collaborations.

The upcoming PBD Con-
vention will provide a fo-
rum for discussing how the 
diaspora can play a more 
significant role in India’s 
growth, especially in areas 
such as technology, inno-
vation, and investment.

The event will explore 
how the diaspora can fur-
ther enhance India’s in-
ternational standing and 
contribute to its economic 
development.

Apart from this, it will 
highlight the vast oppor-
tunities India offers to 
its diaspora, encouraging 
more investments and part-
nerships in critical sectors 
such as infrastructure, 
healthcare, education, and 
digital technology.

PM Modi’s vision for a 
Viksit Bharat encompass-
es a holistic approach to 
national development, and 
the diaspora is seen as a 
key partner in this jour-
ney.

The PBD 2025 will fur-
ther solidify the Indian 
diaspora’s role in India’s 
growth story, offering a 
platform for collaboration 
and engagement.

New Delhi, Jan 5 
(IANS): India is well-pre-
pared to handle respiratory 
illnesses and surveillance 
shows no unusual surge in 
the country, according to 
the government, as reports 
surface about rising cases 
of Human Metapneumovi-
rus (HMPV) in China in the 
past few weeks.

In a joint monitoring 
group (JMG) meeting un-
der the chairmanship of 
DGHS, Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare, ex-
perts had detailed discus-
sions around the spread of 
respiratory illnesses in Chi-
na.

According to them, the 
situation in China is not un-
usual in view of the ongo-
ing flu season.

The reports also suggest 
that the cause of the pres-
ent surge is influenza vi-
rus, RSV and HMPV – the 
usual pathogens that are ex-
pected during the season.

The government said it 
is keeping a close watch 
over the situation through 
all available channels and 

the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) has also been 
requested to share timely 
updates regarding the situ-
ation in China.

A robust surveillance 
system for Influenza Like 
Illness (ILI) and Severe 
Acute Respiratory Illness 
(SARI) for Influenza is 
already in place in India 
through both ICMR and 
IDSP networks and the data 
from both indicates no unu-
sual surge in ILI and SARI 
cases.

Physicians from hospi-
tals have also confirmed 
that there is no surge in res-

piratory illness cases in the 
last few weeks other than 
the expected seasonal var-
iation.

Data from the recently 
conducted preparedness 
drill indicated that the 
country is well prepared to 
deal with any increase in 
respiratory illnesses.

The Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) 
network also tests for other 
respiratory viruses such as 
Adenovirus, RSV, HMPV 
etc. and these pathogens 
also do not show an unu-
sual increase in the tested 
samples.

New Delhi, Jan 5 
(IANS): In a significant 
move towards promot-
ing traditional medicine, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday laid the 
foundation stone (virtu-
ally) of Central Ayurve-
da Research Institute in 
Delhi’s Rohini area with 
an outlay of Rs 185 crore, 
calling it “Ayurveda’s 
next big leap”.

The 2.92-acre facility 
will combine tradition 
and innovation, offering 
new opportunities for ho-
listic healing, specialised 
clinics and skill devel-
opment, according to the 
Ministry of Ayush.

The new facility will 
feature a 100-bed re-
search hospital dedicated 
to advancing Ayurveda 
research and providing 
healthcare services to the 
community.

“India has immense 
potential to become the 
world’s health and well-
ness capital. The day 
is not far when, along 
with ‘Make in India,’ 

the world will also adopt 
‘Heal in India’ as a man-
tra,” said PM Modi.

To facilitate foreign 
citizens in availing Ay-
ush treatments in India, a 
special Ayush visa facil-
ity has been introduced 
and in a short span, hun-
dreds of foreign nationals 
have benefited from this 
facility.

PM Modi said the gov-
ernment is promoting tra-
ditional Indian medicine 
systems like AYUSH and 
Ayurveda, adding that 
over the past decade, the 
Ayush system has ex-
panded to more than 100 
countries. The first World 
Health Organisation 

(WHO) institution related 
to traditional medicine is 
also being established in 
the country.

A few weeks ago, the 
Prime Minister inaugu-
rated the second phase 
of the All India Institute 
of Ayurveda. Speaking 
at the event, Prataprao 
Jadhav, Union Minister 
of State (Independent 
charge), Ministry of Ay-
ush, expressed his grati-
tude to the Prime Minister 
for his leadership, saying 
that this facility will drive 
forward research and 
quality healthcare, mak-
ing a lasting impact on 
millions of lives across 
the country.

India well prepared to handle HMPV, 
surveillance shows no unusual surge: Centre

Rs 185 crore Central Ayurveda Research Institute 
in Delhi to promote ‘heal in India’: PM Modi

New Delhi, Jan 5 
(IANS): Artificial intel-
ligence (AI) can can help 
doctors identify patients 
at risk for suicide, po-
tentially improving pre-
vention efforts in routine 
medical settings, accord-
ing to new research.

The research, reported 
in journal JAMA Net-
work Open, compared 
two approaches — auto-
matic pop-up alerts that 
interrupted the doctor's 
workflow versus a more 
passive system that sim-
ply displayed risk infor-
mation in the patient's 
electronic chart.

The team found that the 
interruptive alerts were 

far more effective, lead-
ing doctors to conduct 
suicide risk assessments 
in connection with 42 per 
cent of screening alerts, 
compared to just 4 per 
cent with the passive sys-
tem.

Colin Walsh, associate 
professor of biomedical 
informatics, medicine 

and psychiatry at Van-
derbilt University Medi-
cal Center said that most 
people who die by sui-
cide have seen a health 
care provider in the year 
before their death, often 
for reasons unrelated to 
mental health.

The team tested wheth-
er their AI system, called 

the Vanderbilt Suicide At-
tempt and Ideation Like-
lihood model (VSAIL), 
could effectively prompt 
doctors in three neurol-
ogy clinics to screen pa-
tients for suicide risk dur-
ing regular clinic visits.

“Universal screening 
isn't practical in every 
setting. We developed 
VSAIL to help identify 
high-risk patients and 
prompt focused screen-
ing conversations,” said 
Walsh.

The VSAIL model 
analyses routine infor-
mation from electronic 
health records to calcu-
late a patient's 30-day risk 
of suicide attempt.

AI can spot patients at risk 
for suicide, finds study


