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The economic crisis created by the Modi Government in India’s 
economy is causing great hardship to the common people. A 
quick solution to this crisis is not easy to find.

32L visitors in 41 days: 
Sabarimala temple’s 
revenue soars to `297 cr
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Pathanamthitta

DURING the 41 days of  Man-
dala Mahotsavam, the first 
phase of  the annual pilgrimage 
season in Sabarimala, over 32 
lakh devotees had darshan at 
the hill shrine in Pathanamthit-
ta. The uptick in footfall, main-
ly with the influx of  devotees 
from southern states, reflected 
in the temple recording an ex-
cess revenue of  `82.24 crore 
than the previous year. 

According to Travancore 
Devaswom Board president 
(TDB) P S Prashanth, a total of  
32,49,756 devotees visited the 
shrine during the Mandalam 
period this year, generating a 
revenue of  `297.07 crore com-
pared to `214.83 crore during 
the same period last year. 

A total of  4,07,309 more devo-
tees visited the temple this year 
as against 28,42,447 visitors 
during the last Mandalam sea-
son. This year, a total of  5,66,571 
devotees visited the temple us-
ing real-time online booking in 
contrast to 4,02,269 devotees 
last year. The Devaswom Board 
received an income of  `124.02 
crore from the sale of  aravana 
– the major prasadam of  the 

temple – this year, compared to 
`101.95 crore last year. An ad-
ditional `22.07 crore was re-
ceived from the sale of  aravana 
this year. Pilgrims’ offering 
(kanikka) hit `80.26 crore this 
year, with an excess of  `13.28 
crore than the last season.

Uptick in footfall
�A total of 4,07,309 more 
devotees visited the temple this 
year as against 28,42,447 visitors 
during the last Mandalam season

�Revenue of J297.07 crore was 
generated this year compared to 
J214.83 crore during the same 
period last year

�Devaswom Board received an 
income of J124.02 crore from the 
sale of aravana compared to 
J101.95 crore last year

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode 

A Dubai-bound Air India Ex-
press flight (IX345) had to make 
an emergency landing at the 
Calicut airport (Karipur) short-
ly after takeoff  on Friday due 
to a technical snag. The pilot of  
the flight, which departed at 
8.15am and was scheduled to 
land in Dubai at 11.05am, found 

issues with the 
landing gear. The 
crew promptly 
alerted the air-
port authorities, 

which swung into 
action. Fire and 

res- cue services teams were 
deployed at the runway.

Despite the snag, the aircraft 
landed safely with all passen-
gers and crew members un-
harmed. The flight later re-
sumed its journey and landed 
in Dubai.

“Safety of  the passengers 
and crew is always top priority 
in such events. As soon as the 
officials received the alert from 
the flight crew, they activated 
the emergency response proto-
col. Fire and rescue services 
teams were deployed within 
minutes, and all necessary pre-
cautions were taken to ensure 
a safe landing,” the airport au-
thorities said.

Dubai-bound flight 
makes emergency 
landing at Karipur

K  S  S R E E J I T H  @T’Puram

DESPITE his efforts to emerge 
as a consensus champion of  
various communities, Ramesh 
Chennithala is treading a cau-
tious path. The senior Congress 
leader’s attempts at staging a 
comeback into active politics 
gained momentum after a slew 
of  developments, starting with 
SNDP general secretary Vellap-
pally Natesan hailing him as an 
eligible candidate for the CM 
post, to the truce between him 
and the NSS, and the invita-
tions extended by various Mus-
lim organisations. 

 But, Chennithala’s tight-
rope walk seems to have suf-
fered a setback with 
the SNDP annoyed 
at the way the Con-
g r e s s  Wo rk i n g 
Committee (CWC) 
member presented 
himself  on Thurs-
day at  the 
NSS head-
q u a r t e r s 
f o r  t h e 
Mannam 
jayanthi 
c e l e b r a -
tions. “G 

Sukumaran Nair described 
Ramesh as the son of  the NSS,” 
SNDP Yogam general secretary 
Natesan told TNIE. 

“So the question now arises: 
to whom will ‘this son’ show his 
loyalty? Will it be towards the 
NSS and Sukumaran Nair and 
not towards the people? The 
same Chennithala, who once 
proclaimed his secular creden-
tials, bowed before Sukumaran 
Nair,” he said.

Given that Haripad constitu-
ency has a large number of  

Ezhava community voters, 
the deep-rooted animosity 
between the SNDP and 
NSS chiefs could pose a 

c h a l l e n g e  t o 
Chennithala 

retaining the 
seat in next 
year’s assem-
bly election. 

“There is 
growing 
c r i t i -
cism in 

the Ezhava community of  
Chennithala’s silence after Su-
kumaran Nair defamed the 
head of  Sivagiri Mutt on Thurs-
day,” political analyst Ajith 
Sreenivasan told TNIE. 

“Chennithala was present 
when Sukumaran Nair spoke, 
but he did not show the courage 
to voice opposition to the re-
marks. If  Ezhava votes consoli-
date against the UDF in south 
Kerala, it would be a major jolt 
for the Congress. The front lost 
a good chunk of  the communi-
ty’s vote in the 2021 assembly 
election,” he said.

Having been sidelined from 
state politics for a long time, 
every political development 
has come as a blessing for Chen-
nithala. The larger political 
picture, which works in favour 
of  Chennithala, is that the state 
Congress is now devoid of  a 
legacy leader of  the likes of  K 
Karunakaran, A K Antony and 
Oommen Chandy. 

With senior leaders like 

Thiruvanchoor Radhakrishnan 
and K Muraleedharan continu-
ing to remain neglected, Chen-
nithala is the only party leader 
worth his salt who can make 
legacy claims. In an obvious 
move not to ruffle feathers, 
Chennithala was on Thursday 
clever enough to brand the NSS 
as a secular outfit. 

In the face of  intense compe-
tition, a key factor determining 
the leadership race could be the 
allies one cultivates. “In a situ-
ation where BJP is going all out 
to improve its performance in 
the assembly election, Chen-
nithala would become more ac-
ceptable. However, the way the 
Ezhava community thinks 
could prove to be detrimental,” 
a senior Congress leader said. 

“The perceived arrogance of  
Leader of  Opposition V D 
Satheesan has also come as a 
blessing for Chennithala. He 
can easily fit into the position. 
The assembly election is next 
year and anything can happen 
before that. It is up to Chennith-
ala to decide whether he wants 
to rush forward. There are 
more troublemakers than good 
samaritans in the state Con-
gress,” he said.

Chennithala treads cautiously as 
race for Cong leadership heats up

G Sukumaran Nair described Ramesh as the son of NSS. 
So the question now arises: to whom will ‘this son’ show 
his loyalty? Will it be towards the NSS and Sukumaran 

Nair, and not towards the people? 
 — Vellappally Natesan, SNDP Yogam general secretary

Having been sidelined from state politics, every political devpt has come as a blessing for him

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Pathanamthitta

RENOWNED cartoonist M V George, 
who was best known for his charac-
ter ‘Uppayi Mapla’, passed away at a 
private hospital in Kumbanad. 
He was 94. Popularly known 
as George Kumbanad, he 
was under treatment for 
age-related ailments at 
Kumbanad Marthoma 
Fellowship Hospital, 
Tiruvalla, and passed 
away around 9.30am on 
Friday. 

A distinguished 
member of  the Kerala 

Cartoon Academy (KCA), 
George is survived by daugh-
ters Usha Chandy, Suja Raju, 
Shirley Roy and Smitha Su-
nil, and sons-in-law K Chan-

dy (Achankunju), Raju P 
Jacob, Roy Abraham, 

and Sunil M Mathew. 
His wife Joyamma 

has predeceased him.
The funeral will be 

held at 2.30pm on Mon-
day at Emmanuel Mar-

thoma Church, Eraviperoor. 
His creation ‘Uppayi Mapla’ 

gained fame after promi-
nent cartoonists bor-
rowed it in their works. 

While Toms Boban drew 
‘Uppayi Mapla’ in his fa-
mous work ‘Bobban and 
Molly’, P K Manthri used 
it in ‘Patchu and Kovalan’, 
and K S Rajan in ‘Lalu 
Leela’. 

Expressing condolences 
on George’s demise, KCA 

chairman Sudheernath said no such 
incidents of  creators borrowing an-
other colleague’s works are celebrat-
ed in the cartoon world like this.  

George was a friend of  Veloor 
Krishnankutty, a satirist who used to 
go for long walks in Kottayam town 
in search of  subjects for cartoons in 
a Malayalam daily.

‘Uppayi Mapla’ creator George Kumbanad dies Uma Thomas accident: HC seeks 
govt’s view on accused’s bail pleas
Kochi: The Kerala High Court has sought a 
response from the state government on the 
anticipatory bail pleas of three accused persons 
in a case registered in connection with the 
inadequate safety measures taken during the 
mega dance event held at the JLN Stadium, 
Kaloor, which led to the accident of MLA Uma 
Thomas. The court took the decision when bail 
pleas of Nigosh Kumar M of Wayanad, 
proprietor of ‘Mridanga Vision’ – the primary 
organiser of the event – his wife C Mini, and 
Shameer Abdul Rahim, Mridanga Vision CEO, 
came up for hearing. The trio faces charges of 
cheating and criminal breach of trust.

30kg gold looted from o�ce 
of Manappuram in Sambalpur
Sambalpur: In a daring daylight heist that 
caught Sambalpur police napping, a 
group of armed robbers barged into the 
office of Manappuram Finance Ltd along 
Budharaja Main Road here and decamped 
with over 30kg gold worth around I20 
crore and I4 lakh cash on Friday. The 
incident took place at around 11.30 am. A 
Manappuram staffer said around an hour 
after the branch opened, a group of 
masked miscreants entered the office 
with sharp weapons and firearms. The 
robbers looted gold jewellery and cash 
from the vault and fled the spot. 

ED raids Duraimurugan’s 
home, college in Vellore
Vellore: Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) officials conducted searches 
at four locations in Vellore on 
Friday, including the residence of 
Water Resources Minister and DMK 
general Secretary Duraimurugan. 
According to sources, the searches 
were carried out in relation to an 
Income Tax case regarding seizure 
of money in alleged bribing of 
voters in 2019. Kingston 
Engineering College, owned by his 
son and Vellore MP Kathir Anand, 
was also searched.
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