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Series of thefts at roadside 
stalls in Thamarassery 
leave local people on edge
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kozhikode 

A SERIES of  thefts have dis-
rupted the lives of  roadside 
stall owners in Thamarassery, 
Kozhikode, with thieves target-
ing shops operating in front of  
Ambayathode on the national 
highway. The incidents, 
which took place under 
the cover of  darkness, 
involved breaking into 
stalls and stealing vari-
ous items.

One of  the affected 
stall owners Samikutty, 
of  Ambayathode, reported 
the theft of  cigarette packets 
worth ̀ 6,500. Perpetrators broke 
open the top portion of  his stall 
to access the cigarettes. Nearby 
stall owner Bindu’s shop was 
also targeted, with thieves mak-
ing away with a gas cylinder, 
bakery items, and cash from the 
register. Another stall owner 

Sashi suffered damage to his 
stall’s door and cigarette pack-
ets were also stolen. 

Just a few days ago, eight 
houses in Korangad, Manjatti, 
and Kedavoor were burglarised. 
Though CCTV footage of  a sus-
pect has been released, authori-
ties have yet to apprehend the 

thief. In another recent in-
cident, a unidentified 
men riding a scooter 
audaciously stole three 
batteries from a bat-
tery service shop in 

Chungam, Thamar-
assery, in broad daylight. 

The string of  thefts has left 
the local people on edge, raising 
concerns about the effective-
ness of  law enforcement and 
need for improved security 
measures. Police are probing 
the incidents, and have urged 
residents and business owners 
to stay vigilant and report sus-
picious activity.

Inspections 
begin to rectify 
beneficiary list

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kozhikode  

THE revenue department has started inspec-
tions following the complaints raised by local 
residents alleging that many eligible people 
were excluded from the current list of  benefi-
ciaries eligible for compensation in the Vi-
langad landslide and ineligible ones were 
added to the list. A team of  revenue depart-
ment officials has started inspections at the 
Vilangad village office on the instructions of  
the district collector. The inspection is being 
led by Vadakara Deputy Tehsildar T P 
Anitha. 

In the Vilangad landslides that occurred on 
July 30, one person lost his life, 14 houses 
were completely destroyed, and two bridges 
and a road were washed away. About 120 
houses were partially damaged and crops 
were destroyed. The chief  minister had ear-
lier announced that all the considerations 
given to Wayanad landslide victims will be 
given to Vilangad landslide victims as well, 
but no plan has been implemented since 
then. 

The revenue department had conducted 
drone surveys in the landslide-hit areas to 
analyse the loss of  properties. Meanwhile, 
the list of  beneficiaries released by the rev-
enue department authorities was withdrawn 
due to inaccuracies. Later, the victims staged 
protests demanding implementation of  reha-
bilitation works. 

In view of  the delay in providing relief  
schemes to the victims of  the Vilangad land-
slide, MLA E K Vijayan intervened in the is-
sue and Revenue Minister K Rajan announced 
that a high-level meeting will be held in 
Thiruvananthapuram under the leadership 
of  ministers to intensify the relief  efforts. 
Following this, the revenue authorities pre-
pared three lists including the names of  ben-
eficiaries for compensation. 

The lists include 25 people who had lost 
only their houses in the landslide, 11 who had 
completely lost their houses and land, and 17 
who lost only the road to their houses. The 
government will allocate `15 lakh to each 
who lost their houses, to buy land to build a 
house. 

Meanwhile, the Congress has planned to 
take out a protest march on January 18 
a g ainst  the  ir re gulari t ies  in  the  
current list.

Many eligible people are excluded from the 
current list and ineligible are added: Residents

VILANGAD LANDSLIDES

SAFETY AT STAKE
A private bus plying on Kozhikode road with its door open |  E GOKUL
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kalpetta 

THE SEARCH is in full swing 
for the tiger that killed goats 
at Amarakuni, Pulpally.  Three 
teams, headed by Chief  Forest 
Veterinary Officer Dr Arun Za-
chariah, inspected the entire 
area on Sunday. The inspection 
continued up to the forest 
boundary of  the Wayanad 
Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Later, the cages already in-
stalled at Amarakuni were re-
located to different spots, and a 
third cage was set up in the 
area in the hope that the tiger 
would return to hunt for prey. 
Kumki elephants Vikram and 
Surendran were brought to 
Amarakuni to conduct search 
for the tiger. 

“To carry out the search in 
the plantations covered by un-

dergrowth, Kumki elephants 
Vikram and Surendran from 
Muthanga Elephant Camp 
were brought to the area. The 
terrain is difficult for the for-
est department staff  to patrol 
on foot. Elephants were also 
used in Vakeri to search for the 
tiger Rudra, which killed Pra-
jeesh in December 2023,” said 

Ajith K Raman, Divisional  
Fo r e s t  O f f i c e r,  S o u t h 
Wayanad.  

A drone equipped with a 
modern thermal scanner cam-
era was also used in the evening 
to search for the wild animal. 
However, there were no signifi-
cant findings during the mis-
sion on Sunday. The Forest De-

partment officials will decide 
on the next steps after analys-
ing the surveillance camera 
footage the next day. 

Meanwhile, the officials 
have not yet identified the ti-
ger. “The last sighting of  the 
tiger was on Wednesday, when 
it killed a goat belonging to a 
local farmer. There has been 
no movement from the animal 
since that incident. There is a 
possibility that it may have 
moved to the Wayanad Wildlife 
Sanctuary, which is just 500 
metres away. We couldn’t iden-
tify the tiger. We even searched 
the all India database, but this 
tiger’s image hasn’t been cap-
tured anywhere. We will ana-
lyse the camera footage, and if  
the animal’s movement is de-
tected, our search mission will 
continue on Monday as well,” 
Ajith added. The tiger appears 

to be a 10-year-old male and has 
suffered injuries. 

Currently, the activities are 
being coordinated by officials 
at Amarakuni, which serves as 
the base camp, with a team of  
forest department officials, vet-
erinary doctors, and Rapid Re-
sponse Team (RRT) members 
deployed there. A warning an-
nouncement is being made in 
the area due to the tiger’s pres-
ence, and RRT members will 
also be conducting night 
patrols. 

Meanwhile, local residents 
held a protest march on Satur-
day to the Pulpally forest sta-
tion, demanding the immedi-
ate capture of  the tiger. If  the 
tiger is found, it has been de-
cided to capture it by drugging 
it. However, the final decision 
will be made after spotting the 
animal. 

KUMKI ELEPHANTS BROUGHT TO  
AMARAKUNI TO TRACE ELUSIVE TIGER

Kumki elephants Vikram and Surendran that were brought to Amarakuni in 
Wayanad to search for the elusive tiger 

Pump dealers-lorry workers’ dispute: 
Collector calls emergency meeting
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kozhikode

DISTRICT COLLECTOR Snehil Kumar 
Singh on Sunday took steps to mediate 
the escalating conflict between petrol 
pump dealers and tanker lorry work-
ers in the district. An emergency 
meeting has been scheduled un-
der his directive, with the par-
ticipation of  the Petroleum 
Dealers Association, tanker lor-
ry workers’ representatives, 
and officials from Hindustan Pe-
troleum Corporation Limited 
(HPCL). The initiative aims to foster a 
resolution ensuring smooth operations 
across petrol pumps in the district.

The announcement came during a 
meeting convened on Sunday at the Col-
lectorate, which included representa-
tives from the Petroleum Dealers Asso-
ciation, worker unions, and petroleum 
company officials from HPCL, BPCL, 
and IOC. Addressing the gathering, the 
district collector emphasised the urgen-
cy of  resolving grievances of  both par-
ties. Pump owners have raised concerns 
about selective denial of  fuel loads to 
certain outlets, while tanker lorry work-
ers demand revisions to their allowanc-

es. Highlighting the importance of  col-
laboration, the district collector urged 
both sides to find a common ground that 
would avoid disruptions to the fuel sup-
ply chain. 

Additionally, the collector assured 
all stakeholders that necessary 

measures would be taken if  re-
quired to maintain normalcy. 
“Both parties must resolve the 
issue amicably to ensure unin-
terrupted functioning of  petrol 

pumps,” he said. 
The meeting saw the participa-

tion of  Additional District Magistrate 
(ADM) C Muhammad Rafeeq, along with 
leaders from major labour organisations 
such as CITU, INTUC, and BMS.

The issue started after a scuffle broke 
out between the pump owners and driv-
ers who had come to a meeting called by 
Hindustan Petroleum authorities to re-
solve the allowance dispute. The organi-
sation’s office-bearers said that the driv-
ers had assaulted Shameer, the state 
office-bearer of  the Pump Owners’ Fed-
eration, at the meeting. Shameer who 
was injured in the pushing and shoving 
was admitted to the Kozhikode Beach 
Hospital.

Eight booked for sexually abusing  
woman with intellectual disability
Malappuram: The Areekode police on Sunday registered a case 
against eight individuals for allegedly sexually assaulting a 
36-year-old woman with intellectual disabilities. According to 
police, the accused include the woman’s neighbours and 
distant relatives. The first incident of sexual assault reportedly 
occurred in February 2023. She was taken to various lodges in 
Malappuram and Wayanad, where the assaults took place.

Sabarimala pilgrims’ van overturns, 4 injured
Kozhikode: A van carrying Sabarimala pilgrims from Karnataka 
overturned at Thamarassery Ghat road on Sunday morning, 
leaving four persons injured. The injured are Shivraj, Shambhu, 
Basava Raj and Subhash, all residents of Shivamogga in 
Karnataka. The accident occurred when the vehicle, descending 
the road, lost control and hit an electric post before overturning. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Car catches fire, passengers escape unhurt
Kozhikode: A major accident was averted when a car caught 
fire on National Highway 66 near Vengalam around 8.30pm 
on Saturday night. The car, owned by Muhammed Afzal, a 
resident of Muyippoth, burst into flames, but the four 
passengers inside managed to escape unhurt. 

Thomas Isaac@drthomasisaac 
 With its metro rail customer facilities and eco friendliness Kochi Water Metro is trans-
forming the urban transit laying foundation for an integrated transport system. It is  
going national with Union government asking KWML to explore feasibility in 18 locations
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