
05 KOCHI SUNDAY  12�01�2025

ICCI to enhance  
business environment

Kochi: The Indian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (ICCI) will 

substantially expand its 
successful 3 Cs initiative -- 

Commerce, Culture, and 
Community -- for the upcoming 

year. The initiative aims to 
enhance the business 

environment, promote cultural 
collaborations, and strengthen 

community ties through various 
programmes and events. “We are 
excited about expanding our 3 Cs 

initiative -- Commerce, Culture 
and Community. Through the 

initiative, we aim to positively 
impact businesses, promote our 

rich heritage and culture,” said 
Akshay Agarwal, president  

of ICCI.  

Union minister sets ambitious  
coir production, export targets
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

UNION Minister for Micro, Small, and 
Medium Enterprises, Jitan Ram Manjhi, 
visited the Coir Board headquar-
ters in Kochi on Saturday and set 
an ambitious target to increase 
the country’s coir production 
capacity by 1 lakh tonnes with-
in the next six months. In 2023-
24, India’s coir production 
reached 7.9 lakh tonnes, and the 
board aims to boost export revenue 
from `3,388 crore in 2023-24 to `5,000 
crore in the coming financial year.

Addressing Coir Board employees, the 

minister emphasised the need to focus on 
scientific research to develop pollution-
free technologies for optimising coir pith 
processing and creating an automatic 

spinning machine. The board plans 
to collaborate with research insti-
tutions such as the Indian Council 
of  Agricultural Research (ICAR), 
the Central Paper Pulp Research 
Institute, and IITs to explore new 

coir applications, including cellu-
lose extraction and the development 

of  hard packing materials. The Coir 
Board is also working to expand its prod-
uct portfolio by introducing value-added 
products made from blended fibres.

Occultist helped housewife stage theft of family gold, say cops
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

IT seemed like the re-enact-
ment of  the robbery scene in 
the Malayalam movie ‘Kooman’. 
According to Aluva police, Lai-
la, the wife of  Ibrahim Kutty, of  
Chembakassery, staged the dra-
matic theft, transferring gold 
jewellery and cash from her 
home to an Islamic teacher 
named Anwar, who also prac-
tised occult. The incident was 
uncovered on Saturday. 

Laila orchestrated the theft 
under the guidance of  Anwar, 
who she had met through a rel-
ative two years ago. It emerged 
that she used to regularly gift 
him gold and money. She was 
drawn to the crime after being 

convinced by Anwar that her 
husband and children were at 
risk of  dying due to misfortune. 
He persuaded her to pay him in 

money and gold to perform 
remedies.

“The housewife orchestrated 
the theft under the guidance of  

Anwar, of  Kalamassery known 
as ‘Ustad’. Initially, she sought 
his help for health-related con-
cerns. During their in-
t e r a c t i o n s,  A n w a r 
learned about the sig-
nificant amount of  gold 
and money in her house. 
Her husband is a con-
tractor who demolishes 
old buildings,” Aluva 
DySP Rajesh T R said. 

Detailing the investi-
gation, Rajesh said, 
“Upon receiving the family’s 
complaint that approximately 
40 sovereigns of  gold and `8 
lakh in cash had been stolen, 
the police, along with finger-
print experts, forensic special-
ists, and a dog squad, conduct-

ed a thorough investigation. An 
analysis of  CCTV footage and a 
scientific inquiry revealed dis-

crepancies. There was 
no evidence of  anyone 
entering or leaving the 
house during the re-
ported time of  the theft, 
but we noticed Laila 
leaving carrying a car-
ry bag.  When she 
claimed to have visited 
the hospital with the 
bag, we collected CCTV 

footage from Amrita Hospital 
and noticed that the size of  the 
bag had reduced on her return. 
During detailed questioning, 
Laila confessed to staging the 
robbery  under  Anwar’s 
guidance.

Workshop on role of 
food security held 
Kochi: Sacred Heart College 
(Autonomous), Thevara, in 
collaboration with its National 
Service Scheme (NSS) unit and 
the Organic Kerala Charitable 
Trust, organised a one-day 
workshop on the role of food 
security and safety in achieving 
universal health coverage (UHC). 
The event, part of the Partnering 
for Health: Co-operative 
Movements in Health Care 
Innovation series, was held at the 
Marian Hall, Sacred Heart College. 
Additionally, the second edition 
of the book ‘Partnering for 
Health: Co-operative Movements 
in Health Care Innovation’ was 
also launched at the event held 
on Saturday. 

Mayor meets 
fin min ahead 
of state budget
Kochi: Corporation mayor 
M Anilkumar and repre-
sentatives of  various asso-
ciations met Finance Min-
ister K N Balagopal on 
Saturday to discuss issues 
and requirements of  the 
city ahead of  the 2025-26 
state budget. “The issues 
f aced  by  merchants, 
projects for women entre-
preneurs, renovation of  
Fort Kochi beach, sugges-
tions and recommenda-
tions on new roads and fly-
overs, development of  
sports venues, renovation 
of  Ernakulam KSRTC bus 
terminal and implementa-
tion of  Operation Break-
through were discussed 
with the minister,” said 
Anilkumar. He added that 
the minister has ensured 
that the issues and recom-
mendations would be con-
sidered while preparing 
the state budget.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

The investigation team along with Aluva DySP Rajesh T R

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

TENSION flared at the Syro 
Malabar Church archbishop’s 
house in Kochi on Saturday as 
a clash broke out between po-
lice and a group of  priests who 
oppose the uniform holy mass. 
The altercation occurred after 
police forcibly removed priests 
who had been on a hunger 
strike inside the archbishop’s 
house, protesting actions taken 
against some clergy regarding 
the unified holy mass issue.

According to the protesting 
priests, the incident unfolded 
around 4.30am when they were 
forcibly evicted from the arch-
bishop’s house by a police team 
led by Ernakulam central as-
sistant police commissioner C 
Jayakumar. “We were sleeping 
on the floor when the police ar-
rived and demanded that we 
leave. As we were changing our 
clothes, officers filmed us. Then 
they seized our mobile phones 
and forcibly dragged us out-
side. One priest sustained an 
injury during the police action, 
and another’s clothes were 
torn,” one of  the protesting 
priests said. “Despite being told 
that we were residents of  the 
house, the police refused to lis-
ten to us. They later locked us 
in the compound of  the Basili-
ca,” the priest added.

Protesters claimed that ACP 
Jayakumar told them the gov-
ernment was against them, an 

allegation which Jayakumar 
denied. In response to concerns 
about potential violence, Dis-
trict Collector N S K Umesh ap-
pointed additional district mag-
istrate (ADM) K Meera to 
engage in talks with the pro-
testers. To ensure security, 
more than 100 cops were de-
ployed at the site.

By 11am, a large crowd had 
gathered in front of  the arch-
bishop’s house, demanding the 
reinstatement of  the ousted 
priests. By 1 pm, protesters at-
tempted to break into the com-

pound but were stopped by po-
lice. Later, some tried to force 
open the gate’s locks, but this 
attempt was also thwarted by 
the police. The protesters then 
tied a rope to the gate and tried 
to pull it down. After several 
minutes of  effort, part of  the 
gate collapsed, prompting po-
lice to position themselves in 
front to prevent further breach-
es. Around 3pm, ADM Meera, 
accompanied by deputy com-
missioner of  police Aswathy 
Gigi, arrived to initiate talks 
with the protesters. By this 

time, the protest had swelled to 
include more people, including 
women. Two priests, along with 
members of  Almaya Munnet-
tam and the Athiroopatha Sam-
rakshana Samithi, were al-
lowed to enter the compound 
for discussions. 

By 4pm, the discussions con-
cluded. Representatives who 
participated in the talks an-
nounced that the collector had 
agreed to hold another meeting 
on the issue in the coming days. 
However, they reported that the 
demand for the priests’ entry 
into the archbishop’s house 
had not been met. “Since our 
demand was not addressed, we 
now demand that the police ar-
rest the protesting priests and 
move them to the police station. 
If  arrested, we will refuse bail. 
Moreover, more priests from all 
parishes of  the diocese will join 
the protest on Sunday,” said 
Shyju Antony, a leader of  the 
rebel group.

In the evening, the priests 
and faithful attempted to enter 
the archbishop’s house through 
its back gate after removing the 
barricade. This led to another 
clash between believers and the 
police. One person suffered in-
juries. At night, priests and 
other protestors continued 
their protest outside the house. 
They conducted prayer ses-
sions outside the house, which 
were attended by priests, nuns 
and believers.

P  R A M D A S  @Kochi

HIGHLIGHTING the poor 
waste management system of  
Kochi corporation, the report 
filed by the amicus curiae be-
fore the Kerala High Court stat-
ed that municipal solid waste is 
entering the drainage system 
(stormwater drain system) in 
the city and public places in 
general. This indicates signifi-
cant lapses—both systemic and 
in execution—in the solid waste 
management mechanism im-
plemented by the corporation. 
The report noted that the 
amount of  waste accumulating 
in public spaces underscores 
t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e s e 
shortcomings.

The amicus curiae filed the 
report in response to a suo 
motu case initiated by the High 
Court following the fire at the 
Brahmapuram waste treatment 
plant, and regarding the imple-
mentation of  Solid Waste Man-
agement Rules. 

On December 23 last year, the 
court directed the amicus cu-
riae to submit a report identify-
ing areas that require the 
court’s attention concerning 
the accumulation of  filth, plas-
tic,  and other waste in  
drains. Accordingly, an inspec-
tion was conducted in six re-
gions. These included the 
drain/canal running adjacent  

to or beneath the Kudum-
bashree Hall/Anganwadi 
premises at Ponnurunni in 
Ward No. 48 of  the Kochi Cor-
poration and the drain/canal 
along Panampilly Nagar Ave-
nue and the service road from 
Gokul Oottupura Restaurant to 
the Rotary Club of  Cochin, Bal-
abhavan, passing through Pan-
ampilly Nagar.

According to the report, the 
condition of  the canal suggests 
a considerable and consistent 
inflow of  waste into the drain-
age system. 

The waste inflow has the po-
tential to undermine all meas-
ures undertaken by the High 
Court to de-clog the canal sys-
tem and prevent flooding.

“Unless the solid waste man-
agement system is made fool-
proof, waste will continue to 
enter the drainage system, 
making it cumbersome and in-
effective to de-clog the canals 
and prevent flooding,” the re-
port stated.

The amicus curiae recom-
mended that the Kochi Corpo-
ration take effective steps to ad-
dress gaps in the system to 
ensure that municipal solid 
waste generated within its ju-
risdiction does not bypass the 
existing waste management 
systems.

Photographs submitted with 
the report showed that the 
drain adjacent to the Angan-
wadi at Ponnurunni is filled 
with plastic and other waste. 
During the hearing on Decem-
ber 23, the court observed, “It is 
an embarrassment for the en-
tire city to witness such an ac-
cumulation of  filth without 
removal.”

The court will consider the 
report on January 14.

Uniform holy mass: Police, protesters 
clash outside archbishop’s residence

Rebel faction opposing Uniform holy mass clash with the police after 21 priests 
were removed from the archbishop’s house in Kochi on Saturday |  T P SOORAJ

A garbage-filled drain near Kaloor 
JLN Stadium | EXPRESS

Amicus curiae flags corp’s 
waste management flaws
Highlights solid waste contamination in drains and public spaces

Unless the solid waste 
management system is 
made foolproof, waste will 
continue to enter the 
drainage system, making it 
cumbersome and ineffective 
to de-clog the canals and 
prevent flooding

                    Amicus curiae report

We were sleeping on the floor when the police arrived and demanded 
that we leave. As we were changing our clothes, officers filmed us. 
Then they seized our mobile phones and forcibly dragged us outside 

One of the protesting priests

K Surendran @ksurendranbjp
BJP leader Shri PC George Ji has publicly apologized for his statement during a channel debate, but 
the @pinarayivijayan Police, driven by blatant political vendetta, is now attempting to register a 
case against him. The same police who do not act against the members of banned organisations like 
PFI or against Hamas supporters are now targeting a prominent Christian leader of @BJP4Keralam 
like PC George. This witch-hunt is nothing but a desperate bid to appease a particular vote bank.
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