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‘NO TRUTH IN JAGAN’S CLAIM OF COPS’ DIVERSION’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

ANANTAPUR Range DIG Dr 
Shemushi Bajpai on Friday refut-
ed YSRCP chief  YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy’s allegations that police 
personnel assigned to Vaikunta 
Ekadasi duties were diverted for 
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu’s visit to Kuppam.

Calling the allegations baseless, 
she clarified that separate police 
forces had been deployed to en-
sure security both in Kuppam and 
during the Vaikunta Ekadasi cel-
ebrations in Tirumala.

Addressing concerns over the 
stampede in Tirupati, the DIG ex-
plained that initial findings sug-
gest the tragedy was caused by an 

unexpected surge in the crowd, 
compounded by delayed decision-
making by on-duty personnel. She 
said authorities are reviewing 
whether appropriate precautions 
were taken before opening the 
gates. CCTV footage and mobile 
phone videos are also being 
analysed.

Highlighting that a thorough 

probe is underway to establish the 
facts and take appropriate action, 
she emphasised that over 1,500 po-
lice officers were deployed to en-
sure safety of  devotees at the to-
ke n  d i s t r i bu t i o n  c e n t re s. 
Additionally, a total of  2,424 offic-
ers were assigned to maintain law 
and order during the Vaikunta 
Ekadasi fete at Tirumala.

Devotees, who were injured in the stampede in Tirupati, were offered special Srivari 
darshan on the day of Vaikunta Ekadasi |  EXPRESS

TTD chairman says 
sorry for stampede
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirumala

TIRUMALA Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) Chairman 
BR Naidu issued an uncondi-
tional apology on Friday for the 
stampede in Tirupati that re-
sulted in six deaths and left 
dozens injured. 
 This development followed 
his earlier statement in which 
he remarked that while offer-
ing an apology might be appro-
priate, it would not bring the 
deceased back. 
 His comments sparked sig-
nificant backlash, with some 
accusing him of  responding to 
Deputy Chief  Minister K Pa-
wan Kalyan’s directive, in-
structing senior TTD officials 
to apologise to the families of  
the deceased and the injured.

Addressing a gathering at 
the Pithapuram Assembly con-
stituency during the Sankranti 
celebrations in Kakinada dis-
trict, Pawan said, “TTD Trust 
Board Chairman BR Naidu, 
Executive Officer J Shyamala 
Rao, and other officials should 
say sorry to the victims of  the 
stampede and the people of  the 
State for their failure in tack-

ling the large congregation of  
devotees. You (Naidu and 
Shyamala Rao) have no option 
but to say sorry by holding a 
press conference.”

Clarifying on his remarks, 
BR Naidu said his comments 
were not aimed at Pawan Kaly-
an. He emphasised that he had 
already expressed condolences 
and apologised to the families 
of  the deceased as soon as he 
was informed of  the incident.

Free education for children  
of deceased
Meanwhile, TTD held an emer-
gency board meeting at Anna-
maiah Bhavan in Tirumala on 
Friday. The board members ex-
pressed their condolences for 
the six devotees who died in the 
stampede in Tirupati on Janu-
ary 8. They also decided to pro-
vide free education to the chil-
dren of  the deceased at TTD-run 
educational institutions.

In a subsequent press confer-
ence, TTD Chairman BR Naidu 
announced that, following in-
structions from Chief  Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu, the 
board had decided to grant `25 
lakh as ex-gratia to the families 
of  the deceased.  P7

SC junks pleas seeking speedy 
implementation of women’s quota
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Friday 
dismissed two public interest 
litigations (PILs) against the 
2023 Nari Shakti Vandan Act, 
popularly known as the Wom-
en’s Reservation Act, which re-
serves one-third seats for wom-
en in the Lok Sabha and state 
assemblies. 

The petition filed by the Na-
tional Federation of  Indian 
Women, the women’s wing of  
the Communist Party of  India, 

challenged the constitutional 
validity of  the clause that stip-
ulates delimitation of  constitu-
encies as a prerequisite to im-
plementing the Nari Shakti 
Vandan Act. The SC said NFIW 
can approach the high court if  
it wants to challenge the 
constitutionality. 

The other plea by Congress 
leader Jaya Thakur said the 
Constitution amendment for 
the women’s reservation law 
can’t be withheld indefinitely 
f o r  t h e  C e n s u s  a n d 
delimitation.

We don’t find 
any merit in the 
pleas filed 
before us. It will 
be very difficult 
for the court to 
strike down a 
part of women’s 
reservation law 
which will come 
into effect after 
the census

Supreme Court

I’m human, not God: 
PM in debut podcast
R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R  @ New Delhi

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi in his debut podcast de-
scribed himself  as a person for whom designation holds 
no significance in his dedication to serving the nation.

In a candid tete-a-tete hosted by Zerodha co-founder 
Nikhil Kamath, the prime minister said that  his designa-
tions and situations may have changed but he still re-
mains the same individual who once used to sit on the 
floor.

Modi said he is always willing to abandon old ideas and 
adopt new ones if  they align with his core ideology of  
“Nation First.”

In a reply to a question if  he had planned for the future 
beyond his tenure, focusing on training people he trusts 
for the next 20-30 years, Modi said, “I can see people with 
a lot of  potential. When I was in Gujarat, I would say that 
I want to prepare a team for the next 20 years. I am doing 
it. My success lies in how I prepare my team who will be 
able to deftly handle things. This is my benchmark that 
I’ve set for myself.”

Stressing the need for participation of  youth in poli-
tics, he said that the country needs young leaders who are 
driven by a mission rather than ambition for top 
positions.

GAURI 
LANKESH MURDER 

ACCUSED OUT ON BAIL
A Bengaluru court granted 
bail to Sharad Bhausaheb 

Kalaskar, citing delay in trial. 
With this, all the 17 accused 

persons facing trial in the 
case are now out on bail

PM Narendra Modi talks to Zerodha’s Nikhil  Kamath in a podcast |  PTI

Don gets felony 
sentence without 
any punishment

HUSH MONEY CASE

A G E N C I E S

US President-elect Donald Trump was on Friday 
sentenced in the hush money case without any 
punishment. It will make him the first person with 
a felony conviction to serve as president. In a post 
online after the sentencing, Trump called the 
trial a “despicable charade” and said he will file 
an appeal. 

Trump’s sentence was his first-ever so far. 
Manhattan Judge Juan M Merchan awarded him 
an unconditional discharge on all 34 counts, do-
ing legal gymnastics since he is president-elect. 

He was charged with 34 felonies and convicted 
by a jury on every count in May last year, yet he 
got full discharge. Trump was found guilty of  
fudging his business’ records to conceal a $130,000 
payoff  to porn actor Stormy Daniels. She was paid 
in 2016 not to tell the public about her sexual en-
counter with Trump a decade ear-
lier. Trump, however, rejected the 
claim. And the  allegations didn’t 
have an impact on voters, who 
elected him to a second term.

Judge Merchan could have sen-
tenced the 78-year-old accused to 
up to four years in prison. In-
stead, he chose a sentence that 
sidestepped thorny constitution-
al issues by effectively ending the case. 

Merchan said when facing any defendant, he 
had to consider any aggravating factors before 
imposing a sentence. But the legal protection 
that Trump will have as president is a factor that 
overrides all others. “Despite the extraordinary 
breadth of  those legal protections, one power 
they do not provide is that they do not erase a 
jury verdict,” Merchan observed.

Briefly addressing the court virtually, Trump 
said, “It’s been a political witch hunt. It was done 
to damage my reputation so that I would lose the 
election, and obviously, that didn’t work.”

The prosecution requested no prison, proba-
tion or fine as a sentence. Judge Merchan obliged. 
He called it an extraordinary case and a paradox 
with a lot of  attention but ordinary court pro-
ceedings. Prosecutors, however, criticised 
Trump’s fierce attacks on the legal system.  P13
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India cagey about Starlink 
licence after Manipur breach
Govt may not give any exemption to Elon Musk firm or treat it as a special case

The government 
is taking the 
suspected use of  
Starlink devices 
in Manipur very 
seriously and is 
carefully 
considering all 
aspects before 
granting licence 
to the Elon Musk 
company

DoT official

R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

IN a setback to Elon Musk’s sat-
ellite communication company 
Starlink, India may not allow it 
to operate in the country due to 
security concerns. The govern-
ment will do a thorough risk 
analysis and look at all as-
pects before considering 
the firm’s application 
for a licence, a Depart-
ment of  Telecommuni-
cations (DoT) official 
told this newspaper. 

The government’s deci-
sion comes in the wake of  dis-
covery of  Starlink satellite an-
tennas and routers from 
Manipur and Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, the DoT offi-
cial said, adding: “Incidents 
like these have prompted the 
government to scrutinise Star-
link’s licence application.”

The Musk-owned firm has 
been seeking certain exemp-
tions to enter the Indian mar-
ket, citing technical limita-
tions. Sources said the Centre 
was earlier open to easing some 
conditions for Starlink as a spe-
cial case, but it is now treading 

very cautiously. 
Till date, the govern-

ment has granted licenc-
es to Bharti Group-
backed OneWeb and the 
Jio-SES joint venture Jio 

Satellite Communications 
to provide satellite commu-

nication services in the coun-
try. Musk’s Starlink and Ama-
zon’s Project Kuiper have also 
applied for licences but neither 
has been approved by the 
government. 

In 2021, Starlink courted con-
troversy when it accepted pre-
orders from Indian consumers 

before obtaining the licence to 
operate in the country. Follow-
ing this, the DoT asked it to re-
fund the pre-orders. 

Fresh problems for Starlink 
emerged in December 2024 
when the company’s routers 
and antennas were discovered 
in ethnic strife-torn Manipur. 
Additionally, police in the An-
daman and Nicobar Islands 
found that drug smugglers 
were using Starlink Mini—a 
portable satellite communica-
tion device with an integrated 
WiFi router—to communicate. 

Although Musk claimed that 
Starlink had “turned off ” its 
services in India, security 
agencies suspect the devices 
were used in sensitive areas 
like Manipur, providing inter-
net access to militant groups.
Hence the government’s 
rethink on Starlink. 

MAHA KUMBH: A SPIRITUAL GATHERING
■  The Maha Kumbh, organised every 12 years, is a religious gathering of 

Sanatan devotees attracting millions from around the world
■  Laurene is likely to stay at the camp of Swami Kailashananda (pic), 

the Mahamandaleshwar of Niranjani Akhara. She will be there till the 
third Amrit Snan (royal bath) on Mauni Amavasya on January 29

UNDERSTANDING THE SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 
Kalpvas is a month-long period of austerity, meditation and self-
purification, deeply rooted in the Sanatan tradition. Practitioners, known 
as Kalpvasis, renounce comforts, live in temporary tents, and engage in 
daily worship, including holy dips, spiritual discourses and devotional 
music. The practice is meant for inner purification and spiritual growth

  The American entrepreneur and widow of 
Steve Jobs is set to observe an ancient  

spiritual practice of austerity at Maha Kumbh

LAURENE POWELL JOBS TO  
OBSERVE KALPAVAS AT KUMBH JAN 13

WHEN THE MAHA KUMBH MELA 
KICKSTARTS IN PRAYAGRAJ IN U.P.
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ARIES 
(Mar 21 - Apr. 20)

You could 
soon be ready 
to make your 

move - at last. Your 
stars are adopting a 
position which is frankly 
more favourable than 
for some weeks, and 
the best thing you can 
do is to be young-at-
heart, spontaneous and 
ready to take off at a 
moment’s notice.

TAURUS  
(Apr. 21 - May 21)

The Sun and 
the Moon 
have both 

recently come to your 
aid, and you should be 
set up for a very positive 
future. Today’s stars put 
the accent on domestic 
affairs, so family 
relationships should 
come first, and people 
you live with will be 
hogging the limelight.

GEMINI  
(May 22 - June 21)

Short journeys 
beckon, so you 
may accept 

any invitations that take 
you away from home. 
Mind you, they are as 
likely to be for business 
as for pleasure. If you are 
waiting for someone to 
get in touch, wait no 
longer. Take the initiative,
make the first move and 
never doubt yourself.

CANCER  
(June 22 - July 23)

You may feel 
the need to be 
a little more 

secretive than usual, yet 
without being deceptive 
or manipulative. Your 
romantic stars are at a 
height, and even the 
slightest change will 
find you feeling much 
more sensitive. Still, it’s 
good to be in touch with 
your emotions.

LEO  
(July 24 - Aug. 23)

This is certain 
to be a time of 
emotional ups 

and downs, with an 
emphasis on the ups. 
However, only determined 
action will shift a log-jam 
to do with work, or 
resolve deep-rooted 
irritations at home. First 
of all, though, you need 
to work out what 
partners really want.

VIRGO  
(Aug. 24 - Sept. 23)

Dream on. Your 
imagination 
should be at 

its peak, which means 
that there could be extra 
worries, but that you 
should also emphasise 
all the positive angles in 
your life at the moment. 
Concentrate on the 
ethical issues, and raise 
moral standards all 
round.

LIBRA  
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)

Some sort of 
financial crisis 
is looming, so 

fancy footwork will be 
necessary if you want to 
avoid bad feeling and 
save yourself some of 
your hard-earned cash. 
If you’re in the housing 
market, or otherwise 
contemplating large 
domestic purchases, 
follow a hunch.

SCORPIO  
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)

Watch out for 
emotional 
squalls and be 

aware of the extent to 
which you may be 
responsible for any 
ructions. This doesn’t 
mean that you’ve done 
anything wrong, but there 
may be things which you 
have left undone which, in 
their turn, have left 
someone else high and dry.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 22)

Your 
imagination 
may lead you 

a merry old dance, and 
feelings like resentment, 
jealousy, anger and the 
desire for revenge are 
lurking. However, first 
you should make a fair 
and reasonable 
assessment of the 
situation. Let the facts 
speak for themselves.

CAPRICORN  
(Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)

 Seldom 
have your 
stars looked 

more passionate - at 
least not for a month 
or so! Such feelings will 
of course have intense 
repercussions for your 
romantic affairs, but 
will also influence 
other areas of your life.
Adopt a bold and 
colourful approach.

AQUARIUS  
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)

You are much 
stronger than 
you think, and 

even apparently 
disastrous developments 
will turn out in your 
favour. You must pay 
special attention to 
partners who are swept 
away by feelings they 
can’t understand - and 
don’t tangle with 
authority, either!

PISCES  
(Feb. 20 - Mar 20)

You are likely 
to get very 
wound up 

about moral questions, 
but you’re also liable to 
jump to conclusions and 
misunderstand what is 
really going on. Say your 
piece, but be a good 
listener. If partners 
know that you’re giving 
them your attention, 
they’ll respond in kind.

P E T E R  V I DA L

11TH January : A little while ago I mentioned 
how life may have come from comets. 

Actually, before then, all life originally came 
from the stars themselves. Did you know 

that every atom in your body was once part 
of the incredible nuclear reaction at the heart 

of the sun? And, before that, of another 
star? It’s an incredible thought, isn’t it?

  1 A habit that will keep one dry (10)
  6 Found to be worthless (4)
  10 Colour uniformly used (5)
  11 Don’t miss what is
 said to be a slogan (9)
  12 Capital needed for
 unusually large bed (8)
  13 Sucker for a drink (5)
  15 One who may take
 one to arms perhaps (7)
  17 A self-e�acing action? (7)
  19 Hooted at performance
 after free admission (7)
  21 Take too much fare (7)
  22 Moral discovered in
 the thick of battle (5)
  24 Brought down to a lower level? (8)
  27 Be a bad actor? (9)
  28 A girl comes about publicity dodge (5)
  29 Said to have regretted
 being discourteous (4)
  30 He is hoping for a successful strike (10)

TEST YOUR NUMBER 
CRUNCHING SKILL WITH OUR 
UNIQUE PUZZLE
� Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner 
that every row, every column and every 3X3 box 
accommodates the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

SU DO KU

CROSS WORD

Across: 1 Neglect, 5 Oxide, 8 Mistletoe,  
9 Lie, 10 Da�, 12 Tenanted, 14 Suitor, 
15 Coward, 17 Antibody, 18 Kepi, 21 Lea, 
22 Nanny goat, 24 There, 25 Sparrow.

Down: 1 Named, 2 Gas, 3 Eels, 4 Totter, 
5 Operator, 6 Ill-at-ease, 7 Emended,  
11 Fair trade, 13 Sorbonne, 14 Scarlet,  
16 Adonis, 19 In tow, 20 Myra, 23 Oar. 

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS
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JUMBLE UNSCRAMBLE THESE JUMBLES, ONE LETTER TO 
EACH SQUARE, TO FORM FOUR ORDINARY WORDS.

BY DAVID L. HOYT  
AND JEFF KNUREK

Yesterday’s

  1 Bird comes up to other birds (4)
  2 An opening for an actor (5,4)
  3 Freezing some confectionery (5)
  4 Do some spelling? (7)
  5 Food from the scuttle (7)
  7 Mother returns our love (5)
  8 Two men send unusual
 amounts of money (10)
  9 It’s coming up in
 pursuit to beat one (8)
  14 Doesn’t he have night vision? (10)
  16 Shown to have a
 deficit and charged (8)
  18 Lacking grace but gentle
 in a di�erent way (9)
  20 Hopelessness I spread about (7)
  21 Feeble cry for help
 about victim of hawks (7)
  23 Drenched with water
 so he’d have to change (5)
  25 Daisy has a neat look (5)
  26 Outfit changed on inclination (4)

FORECAST
Bright sky

ALMANAC TODAY
 Saturday : 11/01/2025  Year: Sri Krodhi  Aayanam: Dakshinayanam

 Rutuvu: Hemantha  Masam: Pushyami  Paksham: Shukla  Tithi: Dwadashi 08:21 am 
 Nakshatram: Rohini 12.29 pm  Durmuhurtham: 06.39 am 07.24 am 

  Varjyam: 05.50 pm 07.22 pm  Rahukaalam: 09.00 am - 10.30 am

Sunrise    06.39 AM

Sunset     05.52 PM

Moonrise   03.18 PM

Moonset 05.04 AM

MAX
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180C
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WATCH

Govt focuses on dairy growth via ‘Mini-Gokulams’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Ongole

INAUGURATING a newly con-
structed mini-dairy farm shed 
in Maddipadu village, Social 
Welfare Minister Dr Dola Sree 
Bala Veeranjaneyulu highlight-
ed the TDP-led NDA  govern-
ment’s commitment to boosting 
the dairy industry as an inte-
gral part of  agriculture. Ac-
companied by Prakasam Dis-
trict Collector A Thameem 
Ansariya and local MLA BN Vi-
jay Kumar, the minister empha-
sised that dairy farming com-
plements agriculture and plays 

a  crucial  role  in  rural 
livelihoods.

Dr Swamy also announced 
plans to inaugurate newly con-
structed dairy sheds state-wide 
from January 10 to 12 and pro-
posed “Cattle Hostels” for 
farmers lacking land. 
The government is 
considering further fi-
nancial support for 
farmers engaged in 
poultry and sheep 
farming under the 
M i n i - G o k u l a m 
initiative.

Dr Swamy 

outlined Chief  Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu’s vision of  
fostering one entrepreneur per 
family in the State by encourag-
ing rural farmers to develop 
mini dairy units. As part of  

this initiative, the govern-
ment has launched the 
“ M i n i  G o k u l a m ” 
scheme to provide fi-
nancial support for con-
structing cattle sheds. 
The scheme offers 90% 
subsidies for sheds with 

capacities for 2, 4, or 
6 cattle, with 

grants ranging 

from `1.15 lakh to `2.30 lakh.
Additionally, the government 

is promoting ‘Palle Panduga’, 
which integrates infrastruc-
ture projects such as pothole-
free roads, canal construction, 
and cattle shed development 
under the NREGS. 

In Prakasam district alone, 
1,131 cattle sheds have been 
sanctioned, with 474 completed 
and the rest in progress.

Key officials, including Pra-
kasam District Animal Hus-
bandry JD Baby Rani and 
DWMA PD Joseph Kumar, were 
present.

Centre allocates `107 cr 
for ROB at Gaddipadu

Steps taken to 
ensure supply  
of IML stocks

SANKRANTI

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

IN preparation for the upcom-
ing Sankranti festival, Excise 
Director Nishant Kumar and 
Excise Enforcement Director 
Rahul Dev Sharma conducted a 
statewide video conference on 
Friday. 
 The meeting brought togeth-
er Deputy Commissioners, As-
sistant Commissioners (En-
forcement), District Prohibition 
& Excise Officers, and Station 
House Officers to strategise for 
a safe, lawful, and incident-free 
festival. Dy Commissioners are 
tasked with ensuring the 
smooth supply of  Indian Made 
Liquor (IML) and beer to licen-
sees through AP State Bever-
ages Corporation Limited 
(APSBCL) depots, addressing 
public grievances efficiently 
with effective stock manage-
ment and distribution. 
 Round-the-clock monitoring 
of  stock availability at all de-
pots is mandatory, with depots 
coordinating with suppliers to 
maintain sufficient stock and 
ensure quality liquor availabil-
ity to prevent festival-related 
incidents.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Guntur  

GUNTUR city is set for another 
major infrastructure upgrade 
with the approval of  a new 
Railway Over Bridge (ROB) 
near the inner ring road in 
Gaddipadu. 

The Central government has 
sanctioned the construction 
of  a four-lane ROB be-
tween Guntur and Nam-
buru railway stations 
at a cost of  `107.74 
crore under the Gati 
Shakti scheme.  

Union Minister of  State 
for Rural Development and 
Communications, Pemmasani 
Chandra Sekhar, played a key 
role in securing the project. 
The Ministry of  Railways has 
instructed the South Central 
Railway (SCR) to ensure pre-
requisites, including the clo-
sure of  the level crossing, ap-
proval of  designs, and land 

acquisition, are completed be-
fore the tender process begins.  

The ROB is expected to sig-
nificantly reduce traffic con-
gestion on the inner ring road, 
benefiting commuters travel-
ling between Guntur and Vi-
jayawada via NH-16. Pemmasa-
ni emphasised that the new 

bridge would meet the re-
gion’s needs, covering ar-

eas such as Guntur, 
Mangalagiri, and Pon-
nur constituencies, for 
the next 40 years.  

He also highlighted 
plans to seek approvals 

for additional infrastructure 
projects in the Guntur Parlia-
ment Constituency, fulfilling 
election promises. He expressed 
gratitude to Union Railway 
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, 
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu, and the district admin-
istration for their efforts in ex-
pediting approvals. 

Tenders invited for Water Grid proj
B A N D H A V I  A N N A M  @ Guntur

IN a major relief  for the 
drought-prone Palnadu region, 
the State government has in-
vited tenders for the long-await-
ed water grid project. This ini-
tiative promises to end the 
decade-long struggle for safe 
drinking water faced by nearly 
eight lakh people across 363 vil-
lages in 11 mandals, including 
Macherla, Veldurthi, Durgi, 
Karampudi, Gurazala, Macha-
v a r a m ,  P i d u g u r a l l a , 
D a ch e p a l l e,  Vi nu ko n d a , 
Nuzendla, and Bollapalli in Pal-
nadu district.

Despite being located near 

the Nagarjuna Sagar, the re-
gion has grappled with severe 
drinking water shortages due 
to the failure of  successive gov-
ernments to address the crisis. 
Many residents have been 
forced to walk long distances to 
fetch water or rely on unsafe 
groundwater, which contains 

high levels of  fluoride, causing
serious health issues in the 
region.

Efforts to launch the project
date back more than a decade 
when veteran Congress leader 
Kasu Krishna Reddy initially 
pitched the idea and reportedly 
prepared designs during Kiran 
Kumar Reddy’s government. 
However, the project stalled 
and remained on hold until 
now.

The `1,200-crore project, 
funded jointly by the Union and 
State governments, aims to 
draw water from Nagarjuna Sa-
gar and pump it to Vijayapuri 
South, ensuring safe drinking 

water for the region. The State 
government has issued tenders, 
which can be submitted online 
between January 10 and 24.

Narasaraopet MP Lavi Krish-
na Devarayulu has played a piv-
otal role in securing necessary 
approvals and expediting the 
project. Although schemes like 
the Jal Jeevan Mission and 
AMRUT are progressing to pro-
vide tap connections to every 
household, the declining 
groundwater levels and high 
fluoride content necessitated 
the water grid project to ensure 
a sustainable and safe water 
supply for the people of  
Palnadu.

`1,200-cr project will put an end to Palnadu region’s drinking water woes once completed

FESTIVE HUES
Ahead of Sankranti, a traditional rooster fight being organised at Andhra Loyola College in Vijayawada I  PRASANT MADUGULA

Minister launches CREDAI 
Vijayawada Property Show
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE TDP-led NDA govern-
ment is committed to the re-
vival of  the real estate sector, 
emphasised Municipal Ad-
ministration and Urban Devel-
opment (MAUD) Minister Pon-
g u r u  N a r a y a n a .  H e 
inaugurated the three-day 
CREDAI Property Show in Vi-
jayawada on Friday.

Held ahead of  the Sankranti 
festival, the property show 
brought together builders, de-
velopers, and prospective buy-
ers, offering a wide range of  
real estate opportunities. Oth-
er notable attendees included 
Excise Minister Kollu Ravin-
dra, Vijayawada MP Kesineni 
Sivanath (Chinni), and MLAs 
Gadde Ramamohan and Bode 
Prasad.

Attending as a chief  guest, 
Minister Narayana highlight-
ed the government’s dedica-
tion to reviving the real estate 
sector, which has faced signifi-
cant setbacks over the last five 
years. He pointed to the chal-
lenges caused by the previous 
YSRCP government’s decision 
to establish three capitals, 
which affected thousands of  
families reliant on the con-
struction sector. 

During his speech, Naraya-
na unveiled key government 
initiatives aimed at revitalis-
ing the sector. These included 
reforms to expedite building 
construction and layout ap-
provals, enhancing transpar-
ency in the process. He an-
nounced  reductions  in 
mandatory road width for lay-
outs from 12 metres to 9 me-
tres and approved cellar con-
struction for  buildings 

exceeding 500 square metres. 
Additionally, the responsibili-
ty for granting permits for 
buildings up to 15 metres in 
height has been delegated to 
licensed surveyors to reduce 
bureaucratic delays.

The Minister praised the 
property show for educating 
buyers and fostering collabo-
ration between developers and 
the government. “Events like 
these not only spotlight oppor-

tunities but also serve as plat-
forms for innovation and 
awareness,” he said. He also 
highlighted the introduction 
of  a single-window system to 
streamline permissions from 
various departments, includ-
ing Municipal Administra-
tion, Fire, Revenue, the Air-
port Authority of  India, and 
Mines and Geology, as part of  
the Ease of  Doing Business 
initiative.

Sharing the government’s 
long-term urban development 
vision, Narayana stressed the 
role of  Amaravati and Vijaya-
wada as growth engines for 
the State. “With the develop-
ment of  Amaravati, Vijayawa-
da is poised for rapid growth, 
creating jobs and attracting 
investments. We have already 
signed MoUs worth `4 lakh 
crore investments, with a sig-
nificant share allocated to Ut-
tarandhra and Rayalaseema,” 
he revealed.

Narayana urged organisa-
tions like CREDAI and 
NAREDCO to support govern-
ment-led housing initiatives. 
He assured developers of  in-
centives for participating in 
these projects and called for 
greater cooperation in creat-
ing well-planned towns with 
sustainable infrastructure.

MAUD Minister P Narayana takes part in CREDAI Property Show in Vijayawada on Friday I  PRASANT MADUGULA

Real estate is an integral part of the 
State’s economic and urban 

development. Our NDA government 
is taking consistent measures  

to restore its vitality

Ponguru Narayana, MAUD Minister

EXPRESS READ
Spl teams set up to curb 
rooster fights in NTR
Vijayawada: NTR CP Rajasekhar 
Babu formed special teams to 
prevent rooster fights and other 
illegal activities in accordance 
with the High Court’s order. As 
part of the special drive, 
Jaggayyapet and Penuganchiprolu 
police raided the outskirts of 
Nawabpet, and destroyed the 
grounds ready for rooster fights. 
Police also served notices on 
organiser of Sankranti festivities

2.1k constable aspirants 
qualify for final test
Ongole: A total of 2,174 police 
constable aspirants qualified the 
physical measurement and 
efficiency tests, making them 
eligible for the final written exam 
in Prakasam. SP AR Damodar, 
who monitored the 10-day 
selection drive at Police Parade 
Grounds in Ongole, on Friday said, 
“As many as 3,256 out of total 
5,345 candidates of the district 
attended for the assessments.”
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Young cricketer Nitish Kumar Reddy who impressed the 
nation with a century in the recently concluded Border-
Gavaskar Trophy in Australia, was felicitated by the 
Andhra Cricket Association (ACA) in Visakhapatnam

NITISH 
FETED 

Infosys to extend tech support to 
State for conducting Skill Census
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE State government on Fri-
day signed a Memorandum of  
Understanding (MoU) with tech 
giant Infosys to extend techni-
cal support for the Skill Census 
programme. 

The agreement, signed in the 
presence of  HRD and IT Minis-
ter N Lokesh, aims to leverage 
generative AI for pre-validation 
of  candidates’ skills without re-
quiring financial resources.

Infosys will collaborate with 
the Andhra Pradesh Skill De-
velopment Corporation (APSS-
DC) to develop a digital plat-
form for skill assessment. This 
platform will offer comprehen-
sive evaluations of  candidates’ 
current abilities, provide cu-
rated lear ning pathways 
through the Springboard plat-
form, and deliver free online 
courses and workshops. The 
initiative will facilitate contin-
uous learning and technical 
skill development tailored to 
career aspirations and indus-
try needs. As part of  the Skill 

Census Framework, Infosys 
will conduct pre-validation of  
skills for 3.59 crore individuals 
aged 15-59 years in the State. 
The platform will also be inte-
grated into the existing Skill 
Census Framework and Skill 
Application projects undertak-
en by the State government. 
Additionally, Infosys will assist 
in implementing assessment 
tools in educational institu-
tions and track progress 

through transparent, data-driv-
en results.

Lokesh lauded Infosys for its 
proactive role under CSR, stat-
ing that the partnership would 
make it easier to assess the ex-
isting skill levels of  the State’s 
youth and offer skill develop-
ment training aligned with 
market demand. 

Later in the day, Lokesh held
a review meeting with officials 
to discuss the Statewide launch 

of  the Skill Census programme. 
He instructed officials to in-
clude both organised and unor-
ganised sectors in the census to 
ensure comprehensive skill 
mapping. Highlighting global 
demand for skilled workers, 
particularly in Arab, Europe-
an, and Southeast Asian coun-
tries, he noted that training 
programmes tailored to inter-
national requirements could 
create job opportunities abroad 
f o r  a r o u n d  t w o  l a k h 
individuals. 

1st Cabinet Sub-Committee 
meet on 20 lakh jobs held
Minister for HRD and IT, Nara 
Lokesh, emphasized the impor-
tance of  creating 20 lakh jobs 
for youth in both public and 
private sectors in the State over 
the next five years, as promised 
in the election manifesto. 
 During the first meeting of  
the Cabinet sub-committee,  
Minister Lokesh announced 
that the Cabinet sub-committee 
will meet every 15 days, with 
the Chief  Minister chairing the 
meeting once a month. 

Signs MoU with govt; to validate skills of 3.59 crore people aged between 15 and 39 years

RIE Nellore begins 
ops from VR College
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

THE Regional Institute of  Education (RIE), a flagship 
educational institute of  the National Council of  Educa-
tional Research and Training (NCERT), has officially 
commenced operations in Nellore. The new centre aims 
to cater to students from Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Tamil Nadu, and Puducherry.

The institute is temporarily operating from the VR 
College buildings in Nellore, where `80 lakh worth of  

renovations are underway to equip the fa-
cility with classrooms, laboratories, hos-
tels, and other essential infrastructure. 
Full-fledged academic activities are set 
to begin in the next academic year. 

The State government has allocated 
land in Chavatapalem village of  

Venkatachalam mandal for the institute’s 
permanent campus. However, construction has been 
delayed due to issues in compensating landowners. 
Thanks to recent discussions led by former Vice Presi-
dent M Venkaiah Naidu, compensation approvals have 
been secured, paving the way for future development. 
Officials aim to complete the ̀ 500 crore permanent cam-
pus within two years.

RIE Nellore is the sixth such institute in India and the 
second in South India, joining its counterparts in Mysu-
ru, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Ajmer, and Shillong. 

Lawyers clash 
with cops at 
Guntur court
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Guntur

TENSION prevailed at Guntur 
District Court Complex when 
an argument broke out between 
the lawyers and police person-
nel on Friday. 

It is pertinent to know that 
the lawyers’ association had 
staged a protest near the com-
plex, condemning the alleged 
arrest and torture of  a lawyer 
by Ponnur police and demand-
ing their suspension. They al-
leged that a lawyer named B 
Prakash Rao was illegally de-
tained by Ponnur police and 
was subjected to torture in the 
lockup. 

When a few policemen were 
entering the complex as part of  
their duties, the lawyers alleg-
edly raised slogans against 
them and asked them to leave. 
When a constable recorded the 
entire episode on his mobile to 
inform the authorities, the law-
yers demanded him to delete 
the video and allegedly tried to 
get hold of  the mobile forceful-
ly.  District Principal Judge 
Parthasarathy rushed to the 
spot and resolved the issue.

Fill 8k vacancies to boost 
healthcare in State: Min
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

HEALTH Minister Satya Ku-
mar Yadav has directed offi-
cials to recruit 8,000 staff  mem-
bers to address the critical 
shortages in the State’s health-
care system. At a review meet-
ing with the Health, Medical, 
and Family Welfare Depart-
ment on Friday at the Secretar-
iat, he addressed pressing is-
sues, including staffing gaps, 
the implementation of  the 
N T R  Va i dya  S ev a 
scheme, and improving 
accountability in serv-
ice delivery.

Highlighting the per-
formance of  medical 
staff  over the past seven 
months, the Minister empha-
sised the need for enhanced 
service quality with greater ac-
countability. He underscored 
the importance of collective re-
sponsibility among govern-
ment officials, and staff  in 
serving the public. To ensure 
transparency, he mandated 
monthly progress reports to 
monitor the implementation of  
healthcare schemes.

Minister Yadav disclosed 
that of  the 1,01,125 sanctioned 

posts in the department, 26,263 
remain vacant, amounting to a 
25.97% staff  shortage. This in-
cludes a 21.41% shortage among 
doctors, 26.78% in paramedical 
and support staff, 37.04% in 
government teaching hospitals, 
and a staggering 63.40% in Ay-
urveda, Homeopathy, and Una-
ni hospitals. He criticised the 
previous YSRCP government 
for neglecting traditional medi-
cine systems and making mis-
leading claims of  ‘Zero Vacan-

cy’ in the sector.
Special CS MT Krish-

na Babu explained that 
some vacant posts had 
been abolished or re-
structured to align with 

current requirements, 
while others could be filled 

through promotions. Satya Ku-
mar highlighted a growing in-
cidence of  water-borne diseas-
es and non-communicable 
illnesses such as diabetes, and 
cancer, and  called for an imme-
diate awareness campaign to  
educate the public.

Commissioner of  Health V 
Karuna, Director of  Public 
Health Dr Padmavati, and Di-
rector of  Medical Education Dr 
Narasimham, were present at 
the meeting.

3-day public 
hearing on 
power tariff 
hike concludes
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kurnool

THE three-day public hear-
ing conducted by the And-
hra Pradesh Electricity 
Regulatory Commission 
(APERC) on various power 
tariff  issues concluded on 
Friday. A total of  94 individ-
uals from different parts of  
the State attended the ses-
s i o n s  a n d  r a i s e d 
objections.

Addressing the media,  
APERC  Chairman Thakur 
Rama Singh stated that the 
hearings were conducted 
on the Aggregate Revenue 
Requirement (ARR) and 
Filings of  Proposed Tariffs 
(FPT) for the financial year 
2025-26. 

He explained that regis-
tered objectors and stake-
holders were prioritised 
during the hearings, fol-
lowed by unregistered indi-
viduals who expressed their 
views during the sessions. 
APERC Chairman Rama 
Singh assured that all ob-
jections, stakeholder in-
puts, and the responses 
from APDISCOMs would be 
carefully reviewed while fi-
nalising the Retail Supply 
Tariff  Order for FY 2025-26, 
which will take effect from 
April 1. 

Meanwhile, several activ-
ists from various social or-
ganizations gathered in 
front of  the APERC office to 
demand the cancellation of  
true-up charges, smart me-
ters, and corrupt electricity 
agreements.

HRD Minister Lokesh met Safaru Sanath Kumar, a 15-year-old who was recently 
recognised as Google Student Champion. A class 10 student of PM Shri  Zilla Parishad 
School in Penamaluru, Sanath has growth hormones deficiency |  EXPRESS

DETENTION

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001) 
Corporate Identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813  Website : www.pspcl.in

Mobile No. 96461-55525
E-Tender Enq. No. 594/P-3/EMPW-12909  dated 08.01.2025
Dy. Chief Engineer/ Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP, Roopnagar invites 
E-Tender ID No. 2025_POWER_132578_1 for Oxide Measurement, D-metering and 
replacement of tubes of Reheaters of Boilers of Unit No.5 and 3, 210 MW BHEL make 
units at GGSSTP, Roopnagar. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to 
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in  from dated 09.01.2025 / 17.00 Noon onwards.

Note: - Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

34/RTP-05/25-1/10/2025 
76155/12/3805/2023/40677

GOVT. OF ODISHA 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER 

RURAL WORKS, CIRCLE, BHAWANIPATNA 
�- 06670-235504, E_Mail: serwbpt@yahoo.com 

Bid identification No.:- BPT/Online-11/2024-25 Date.09.01.2025

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR BRIDGE WORKS IN ODISHA 
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement 

1.  Name of the Work  :   Periodical Renewal work of 5 year post DLP 
PMGSY Roads in the District of Nuapada.

2.  No of Works : 02 Nos. 
3.  Location details : Nuapada District 
4.  Estimated Cost : As per NIT. 
5.  Period of Completion : As per NIT. 
6. Cost of tender paper : Rs.10,000/- per set. 
7.  Other details  :

Availability of tender for  
online bidding

Last date & time 
for seeking tender 

clarification

Date and time 
of opening of 
technical bidFrom To 

16.01.2025
11.00 A.M.

29.01.2025 
5.00 P.M.

28.01.2025
30.01.2025  

at 11.00 A.M. 
Further details can be seen from the web site 
“www.tendersorissa.gov.in” 

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer
Rural Works Circle, BhawanipatnaOIPR-25102/11/0010/2425
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Govt sets up GoM on land allocation 
to GVIAL for City Side Development
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE State government has con-
stituted a Group of  Ministers 
(GoM) to examine the request 
of  GVIAL (GMR Visakhapat-
nam International Airport 
Limited) for allocation/restora-
tion of  500 acres of  land adjoin-
ing the Bhogapuram Airport 
for City Side Development.

Minister for Finance Payya-
vula Keshav will be the Chair-
person of  the GoM,  while Min-
ister for Infrastructure and 
Investments BC Janardhan 
Reddy and Minister for Indus-
tries TG Bharat will be its 
members. Principal Secretary 
(Infrastructure and Invest-
ments) is the GoM convener. 
The GoM should submit its re-
port/recommendations to the 
government at the earliest. Or-
ders to this effect were issued 
by Chief  Secretary K Vijay-
anand on Friday.

GVIAL had represented that 
the total land allotted for the 

Bhogapuram Airport Project 
as per the bid document was 
2,703.26 acres, and financial 
bids were submitted consider-
ing the potential for City Side 
Development on this land. How-
ever, the land was reduced to 
2,203.06 acres at the time of  is-
suing the letter of  award with-
drawing 500 acres from the land 
allocated for the City Side De-
velopment. Further, there was 
a delay for more than four years 
in handing over the land, lead-
ing to substantial increase in 
project cost from ̀ 2,032.00 crore 
to `4,952 crore. These two fac-
tors have severely impacted the 
viability of  the project.

GVIAL further represented 

to the government that their vi-
sion for the 500 acres land par-
cel is to create a world class 
aviation hub integrating urban 
development with requisite so-
cial infrastructure, hitech man-
ufacturing and services with 
the airport facilities.

The government examined 
the representation of  GVIAL, 
and constituted the GoM to ex-
amine the proposal for alloca-
tion/restoration of  500 acres of  
land adjoining the Bhogapuram 
International Airport for City 
Side Development.

The GoM will examine vari-
ous aspects of  the proposal, in-
cluding the potential for the 
socio-economic development of  
North Andhra aligning with 
Vision for Swarna Andhra 
@2047, developing a world class 
aviation hub focusing on key 
ecosystems to support hitech 
manufacturing and services in 
the aviation sector, and revenue 
models suitable for the opti-
mum development of  this 
land.

Jagananna Colonies 
named as NTR Nagars
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE State government has 
changed the name of  ‘YSR Ja-
gananna Colonies’  as 
‘PMAY- NTR Nagars’. Or-
ders to this effect were 
issued by Special Chief  
Secretary (Housing) 
Ajay Jain on Friday.

During the previous 
YSRCP regime, all the 
housing colonies taken up 
under ‘Navaratnalu - Pedaland-
ariki Illu’ were named as YSR 
Jagananna Colonies.

However, the AP State Hous-
ing Corporation Ltd Managing 

Director had stated that the 
land was provided to all the 
beneficiaries of  PMAY Urban 
BLC from State resources, and 
the houses were constructed 

under PMAY with GoI and 
GoAP funds. Further, he 

proposed to name the 
housing colonies as 
‘PMAY- NTR Nagars’ 
instead of  YSR Jagan-

anna Colonies, and 
urged the government to 

issue appropriate orders in 
this regard. After examining 
the proposal, the government 
issued orders renaming ‘YSR 
Jagananna Colonies’ as ‘PMAY- 
NTR Nagars’.

Anam: Jagan 
disregarded 
protocol during 
Tirupati visit
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

ENDOWMENTS Minister 
Anam Ramanarayana Reddy 
described the stampede  in 
Tirupati as an unfortunate and 
heartbreaking incident. 

Addressing the media here 
on Friday, he alleged that YS-
RCP chief  YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy disregarded the protocol 
during his visit to SVIMS Hos-
pital in Tirupati, where the in-
jured were being treated. Jag-
an’s visit  caused severe 
inconvenience to patients, be-
sides disrupting the function-
ing of  hospital at a critical 
time. “The YSRCP chief ’s ada-
mant behaviour is unfortunate. 
YSRCP leaders have lacked ba-
sic ethics and common sense 
on how to behave in such a sen-
sitive situation,” he observed.

Anam claimed that CCTV 
footage from SVIMS Hospital 
revealed instances of  some YS-
RCP leaders giving packets to 
the party cadre and instructing 
them to blame the NDA govern-
ment for the stampede to gain 
political mileage.

Power is a responsibility, not fashion to me: Pawan
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kakinada

DEPUTY Chief  Minister (Pan-
chayat Raj and Rural Develop-
ment) Pawan Kalyan has made 
it clear that power is a respon-
sibility, and not a fashion to 
him. “Officials should be care-
ful while discharging their du-
ties. Everyone should feel the 
minimum responsibility for 
the development of  the State,” 
he said.    

He formally launched 12,500 
mini-Gokulam sheds built 
across the State, and inaugu-
rated the Gokulam built at Sri 
Krishna temple in his Pith-
apuram Assembly constituen-
cy on Friday. The Gokulam, 
with four cows, was handed 
over to Yatam Nageswara Rao. 
It was built at a cost of  `1.85 
lakh under the Mahatma Gan-
dhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act.

Later, he went round the ex-

hibition organised on the facili-
ties provided to dairy farmers 
under the auspices of  the Ani-
mal Husbandry Department.  

The exhibition displayed ex-
hibits on fodder, livestock and 
other details. A poster contain-
ing details of  the development 

works completed so far in Pith-
apuram constituency was ex-
amined in coordination with 
the Panchayat Raj and other 
departments.

Earlier, he visited the Vadi-
saleru accident place in Rajan-
agaram where two youngsters 

died in a road accident while 
returning from the Game 
Changer movie pre-release 
event. He also inspected the 
ADB Road construction works 
at Ramaswamypeta. 

After launching Gokulams, 
he attended a public meeting at 
Kumarapuram village. He also 
participated in the early Sank-
ranti celebrations organised in 
Pithapuram constituency un-
der the Panchayat Raj and Ru-
ral Development Department. 

He visited the stalls set up by 
different departments on the 
services provided to the people. 
Pawan Kalyan enquired about 
the details of  the fodder cutting 
machine provided to dairy 
farmers at a subsidy at the stall 
set up by the Animal Husband-
ry Department. 

He also asked the authorities 
about the reasons for the death 
of  Olive Ridley turtles and 
steps to be taken to protect 
wildlife in Coringa Sanctuary. 

Layout and building rules 
amended to propel growth
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE State government has 
made key amendments to the 
Andhra Pradesh Land Develop-
men (Layout and Sub-Division) 
Rules, 2017, and the Andhra 
Pradesh Building Rules, 2017, 
aimed at fostering development 
and improving the Ease of  Do-
ing Business (EoDB). 
 These reforms are intended 
to create an industry-friendly 
environment, streamline urban 
planning, and encourage real 
estate and infrastructure 
development. 

K Kanna Babu, Secretary of  
Municipal Administration and 
Urban Development, issued 
GOs No. 3 and No. 4 in this re-
gard on Thursday.

The AP Land Development 
(Layout and Sub-Division) 
Rules, 2017, which apply to the 
entire State, were introduced to 
ensure planned land develop-
ment while making implemen-
tation transparent. Over time, 
several amendments were 
made to these rules to enhance 
EoDB with the latest changes 

brought out after extensive con-
sultations and studies. 

The government constituted 
a committee under the chair-
manship of  the Commissioner 
and Director of  Municipal Ad-
ministration to study the best 
practices in States like Delhi, 
Haryana, Maharashtra, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Gujarat, Telan-
gana, Odisha, Karnataka, Ker-
ala, and Tamil Nadu.

Based on feedback from 
stakeholders and analy-
sis of  national best 
practices, the Director 
of  Town and Country 
Planning (DTCP) pro-
posed amendments to 
the layout rules. . 

Similarly, the Andhra 
Pradesh Building Rules, 2017, 
have undergone significant 
changes to align with the Model 
Building Bye-Laws, 2016, issued 
by the Government of  India. 

These rules aim to make 
building activities in the State 
safer, more inclusive, environ-
mentally sustainable, and con-
ducive to economic growth.

The revised rules aim to sim-
plify the Development Permis-

sion Management System and 
strengthen the role of  Urban 
Development Authorities. 
Stakeholder consultations re-
vealed the need for a more in-
vestment-friendly environ-
ment, and the changes address 
these demands by streamlining 
the approval processes and re-
d u c i n g  p r o c e d u r a l 
bottlenecks.

Both sets of  amendments are 
designed to create a condu-

cive ecosystem for urban 
development while en-
suring that regulations 
remain transparent 
and efficient. It is stat-
ed that the reforms will 

facilitate smoother land 
and building development 

processes, reduce delays, and 
attract investments. 

The government has made 
the amended rules available on-
line, and they can be accessed 
on the official government por-
tal https://goir.ap.gov.in. 

These amendments come 
into force with immediate ef-
fect, and are expected to boost 
the growth of  real estate and 
infrastructure sectors.

CM lays emphasis on ‘Build 
AP’ to boost realty sector 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

CHIEF Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu has said the 
construction sector plays a piv-
otal role in the development of  
Andhra Pradesh as about 40 
lakh families are dependent on 
it for their livelihood. 

Speaking after inaugurating 
NAREDCO’s 12th Property 
Show at Chebrolu Hanumaiah 
Company on Friday, he high-
lighted the government’s ef-
forts to rejuvenate the con-
struction sector under the 
Build AP initiative, which he 
described as a continuous proc-
ess, essential for the State’s eco-
nomic development. He assert-
ed that the government has 
taken significant measures to 
support the construction sec-
tor, including the provision of  
free sand, an important raw 
material. “People have the right 
to demand access to free sand, 
and the government has simpli-
fied the building regulations to 
expedite the plan approvals,” 
he said.

Lashing out at former Chief  
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Red-
dy for his ‘destructive govern-
ance’ that left the construction 

sector in disarray, Naidu prom-
ised to resolve the issues con-
fronting the sector on a war 
footing, support developers and 
enable seamless execution of  
development projects. 

“Real estate prosperity cre-
ates wealth. Our goal is to re-

build Andhra Pradesh, and 
make it a thriving State in the 
country,”Naidu  added. 

He also announced that the 
government will launch a dash-
board in the next two months to 
address grievances and stream-
line building permissions. 

Encouraging the construc-
tion sector to embrace innova-
tion, he urged organisations 
such as the National Real Es-
tate Development Council 
(NAREDCO) and the Confed-
eration of  Real Estate Develop-
ers’ Association of  India 
(CREDAI) to actively partici-
pate in these initiatives.

Mentioning that Amaravati 
is a future benchmark for ur-
ban development in India, he 
said the capital city will be de-
veloped into a model city with 
an investment of  `50,000 crore. 
The NDA government will com-
plete the 183-km Outer Ring 
Road around the capital city to 
improve connectivity to Gun-
tur. Highlighting his vision of  
developing Andhra Pradesh as 
a model State, he said cities 
such as Visakhapatnam, Gun-
tur, Nellore, Kurnool and 
Tirupati will also be developed 
to compete on the global stage, 
not just Amaravati.

Says our goal is to rebuild AP and make it a thriving State in country

Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan takes part in Palle Panduga in Pithapuram I EXPRESS

Lighting up lives of Chenchu tribesmen in Nallamala
I V N P  P R A S A D  B A B U  @ Ongole 

THE State government has pro-
vided 956 electricity connec-
tions in the tribal region run-
ning deep into Nallamala forest, 
and brought light into the lives 
Chenchu tribesmen. 

Minister for Energy Gottipa-
ti Ravi Kumar visited the re-
mote Chenchu habitations situ-
ated in the Nallamala Tiger 
Reserve Forest areas in Pedda 
Dornala mandal on Friday. 

It was the Energy Minister’s 
initiative to provide power con-

nections to tribal hamlets. As 
he is the first Energy Minister 
to visit their habitations, trib-
als expressed their happiness 
saying that they are feeling that 
the Big Festival (Sankranti) 
came to their hamlets a few 
days early. 

Further, the Chenchu tribal 
heads and representatives fe-
licitated the Energy Minister to 
showcase their happiness, af-
fection and respect for him. 

On the directives of  Energy 
Minister, the APTransco has 
identified as many as 1,750 

Chenchu families in Yerragon-
dapalem Assembly constituen-
cy in the Nallamala forest with-
out provision for power. 

On the directions of  the En-
ergy Minister to provide power 
connections to all tribal habita-
tions, 956 power connections 
were given and of  which 611 
are to Chenchu families resid-
ing in the deep forest area of  
the Nallamala Tiger Reserve 
Zone with the support of  solar 
batteries. Solar power will be 
supplied to all the remaining 
tribal habitations soon. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Energy Minister said on his 
proposal, Chief  Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu gave the 
nod for solarisation of  the re-
mote Chenchu tribal habita-

tions at the earliest.
Further the State govern-

ment is going to implement sev-
eral welfare schemes and devel-
opment programmes for the 
overall development of  tribals, 
including provision of  regular 
employment under MGNREGA 
and also remunerative price for 
the forest produce collected by 
them. 

Giddalur MLA M Ashok Red-
dy, Yerragondapalem TDP in-
charge G Erixion Babu, AP-
Transco higher of ficials 
attended the programme.

P O W E R  S U P P L Y

HC dismisses 
quash plea of 
Chevireddy
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

THE Andhra Pradesh High 
Court on Friday dismissed the 
petition of  former YSRCP MLA 
Chevireddy Bhaskar Reddy to 
quash the case registered 
against him by Yerravaripalem 
police under the POCSO Act. 

A case was registered against 
him at Yerravaripalem police 
station after he allegedly made 
comments against a minor girl 
stating that she was sexually 
assaulted, and also revealed 
her details while addressing  
mediapersons. Justice Vakka-
lagadda Radha Krishna Krupa 
Sagar dismissed the quash peti-
tion stating that probe would 
reveal the truth in the allega-
tions against the former YS-
RCP MLA.

EXPRESS READ
Govt’s incompetence led 
to stampede: Botcha   
Visakhapatnam: Leader of 
Opposition in Legislative Council 
Botcha Satyanarayana criticised 
the State government for its 
alleged failure in managing 
crowds at the Vaikunta Dwara 
Sarva Darshan token distribution 
centre in Tirupati, which led to 
stampede, claiming six lives. 
Addressing the media in 
Visakhapatnam on Friday, he  
said, “The stampede in Tirupati  
is deeply saddening. This incident 
is a result of the government’s 
negligence and incompetence. 
Never before in history had such 
an untoward incident occurred.” 

Chief Secretary K Vijayanand visited RTGS Centre at Secretariat on Friday I  EXPRESS

RTGS support a must to 
improve governance: CS 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

CHIEF Secretary K Vijayanand 
emphasised the importance of  
providing technical support 
from the Real-Time Govern-
ance Society (RTGS) to various 
government departments to en-
hance their performance. 
 He urged RTGS to align with 
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu’s objectives for 
better outcomes. 
 On Friday, the Chief  
Secretary visited the 
RTGS centre at the 
State Secretariat. 
RTGS Director Suresh 
Kumar and CEO K Di-
nesh Kumar welcomed 
the Chief  Secretary 
and briefed him on 
R T G S  o n g o i n g 
activities. 
 During the visit, Vi-
jayanand acknowl-
edged the immense 
opportunities in the 
technological era for 
improving government depart-
ments’ performance. 
 He stressed that RTGS should 
function as a cutting-edge tech-
nological platform within the 
government, in line with the 
Chief  Minister’s vision. He also 
stated that he would personally 
oversee RTGS operations going 
forward. 
 Vijayanand mentioned that 
the Chief  Minister is commit-

ted to introducing WhatsApp 
Governance to make govern-
ment services and administra-
tion more accessible to public.
 Furthermore, he enquired 
about the progress of  What-
sApp Governance with RTGS 
officials. In response, Dinesh 
Kumar informed him that near-
ly all the work related to it has 
been completed, and a demon-
stration was shown to the Chief  

Secretary. 
 He mentioned that 
they are prepared to 
offer 150 types of  pub-
lic services through 
this platform, which 
will also allow citizens 
to file complaints via 
WhatsApp. The Chief  
Secretary suggested 
that the WhatsApp 
Governance platform 
be available in both 
English and Telugu to 
ensure it is easily un-
derstood by everyone.
  He recommended 
that RTGS coordinate 

closely with every department, 
and suggested that the innova-
tive tech developed by them be 
shared with other departments, 
allowing for direct discussions 
to identify their specific needs. 
RTGS should not only highlight 
the shortcomings of  govern-
ment departments but also fo-
cus on offering technological 
solutions to improve their per-
formance, he said.

Focus on  
deficiencies 
RTGS should not 

only highlight 
shortcomings of 

government 
departments but 

also focus on 
offering 

technological 
solutions to 

improve their 
performance, 
said the Chief 

Secretarysa 

PIL in HC for 
judicial probe 
into stampede
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

A Public Interest Litigation 
(PIL) was filed in the High 
Court seeking the court’s inter-
vention to instruct both the 
Centre and the State govern-
ments to initiate a judicial in-
quiry into the stampede in 
Tirupati. 
 A farmer from Kurnool dis-
trict filed the PIL, requesting 
the court to issue orders and 
submit the report to the gover-
nor within 30 days. The peti-
tioner’s counsel, Siva Prasad 
Reddy, requested the High 
Court to permit the petition as 
a lunch motion petition, noting 
this was the second incident 
where people died in a stam-
pede during the TDP rule led by 
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu. Chief  Justice Dheeraj 
Singh Thakur rejected his plea 
for an emergency hearing, and 
said the petition will be heard 
on January 17.

The AP High Court on Friday dismissed anticipatory bail 
petition of former Guntur Government General Hospital 
superintendent Dr Neelam Prabhavathi in the former  
MP K Raghu Rama Krishna Raju custodial torture case

BAIL PLEA 
DISMISSED

State aims to attract 
`4 lakh investments
The State aims to attract 
`4 lakh crore investments 
in seven months, creating 
four lakh jobs. CM Naidu 
exuded confidence that the 
target of generating 20 
lakh jobs in the next five 
years as promised during 
elections will be achieved
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A 59-year-old woman, V Nagamma was killed by 
a wild elephant while working at an agricultural 
field in Tamil Nadu on Friday. Her remains were 
sent to Denkanikottai GH for postmortem

JUMBO 
ATTACK

Revanth to launch 4 schemes on R-Day
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

REITERATING that all arable 
lands would be eligible for Rythu 
Bharosa, Chief  Minister A
Revanth Reddy on Friday an-
nounced the launch of  four new 
schemes on Republic Day — im-
plementation of  Rythu Bharosa 
with an enhanced amount of  
`12,000 per acre, financial assist-
ance of  `12,000 to landless work-
ers (Indiramma Athmeeya Bha-
rosa), sanction of  new ration 
cards, and Indiramma houses.

The CM announced that he 
would undertake surprise visits to 
various districts after January 26, 
Republic Day. Stating that welfare 
and development were the two pil-
lars of  his government, Revanth 
said that district collectors would 
play a key role in the implementa-

tion of  the four schemes. He con-
gratulated the collectors who 
oversaw the completion of  the 
household survey in their dis-
tricts and advised them to improve 
their performance by conducting 
regular field visits.

The CM noted that some collec-
tors remained confined to their of-
fices and warned that stern action 
would be taken if  any shortcom-
ings in administration were found 
during his surprise visits. He 
asked IPS officers to accompany 
IAS officers during visits to girls’ 
hostels once a month and suggest-
ed that they should stay overnight 
during such visits.

Revanth directed officials to 
conduct Gram Sabhas and Ward 
Sabhas across the State. Benefici-
ary lists should be announced dur-
ing these meetings, he said. High-

lighting irregularities in the 
implementation of  the Rythu 
Bandhu scheme, the CM stressed 
that only arable lands,  regardless 
of  whether a farmer has cultivat-
ed crops or not, would receive 
Rythu Bharosa funds. Officials 
must ensure that eligible farmers 
receive the benefits, while ineligi-
ble persons are excluded, he said. 
Revanth directed the collectors to 

appoint nodal officers at the dis-
trict and mandal levels to oversee 
the implementation of  the scheme 
and identify ineligible cases. 

Lands unsuitable for cultiva-
tion, including real estate ven-
tures, lands converted under 
NALA, mining lands, and areas 
used for function halls, and 
projects, should be excluded from 
scheme. These exclusions should 
be identified using DTCP layouts 
and municipal and panchayat 
records, and field visits with vil-
lage maps must verify lands.

Revanth added that the Indiram-
ma Athmeeya Bharosa scheme 
would apply to landless poor who 
worked at least 20 days a year un-
der MGNREGS. He announced 
that his government would soon 
introduce a “One Ration-One 
State” policy. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Pathanamthitta

IN a shocking revelation, an 18-
year-old girl has said she was sex-
ually abused by more than 60 peo-
ple over the past five years, since 
she was 13, in Pathanamthitta. 
She revealed the ordeal to the 
Child Welfare Committee (CWC) 
members who in turn informed 
the police.

According to the police, the ini-
tial investigation indicated that 
there are more than 60 accused, as 

stated by the girl. The Elavumthit-
ta police have so far arrested five 
accused in the case -- Subin (24) S 
Sandeep (30) VK Vineeth (30) K 
Anandu (21) and Sreeni (24). 
The girl has identified 40 
others who abused her 
from the photos on the 
mobile phones of  the ar-
rested persons.

Police said when the girl 
was 13, Subin, a neighbour and 
the son of  her father’s friend, 
lured the girl by showing her ob-
scene visuals on his mobile phone. 

He also took the girl’s nude pic-
tures on his phone. When the girl 
was 16, Subin took her to a seclud-

ed place in their locality and as-
saulted her sexually. He also 

recorded videos of  the act 
on his phone, the police 
said. During investigation, 
it was revealed that the 

visuals were shared among 
Subin’s friends, who also 

abused her sexually.
The girl, who could not concen-

trate on her studies after the re-
peated abuse, revealed the matter 

first before a women empower-
ment collective during a counsel-
ling session. 

Considering the seriousness of  
the case, the collective informed 
the CWC. Following this, the girl, 
along with her mother, narrated 
the entire incident to CWC 
members.

According to the police, the 
case, a rarest of  rare among the 
POCSO cases due to the number 
of  accused involved, will include 
SC/ST Act as the girl belongs to a 
scheduled caste community.

Schemes include Rythu Bharosa, `12,000 aid to workers, new ration cards and Indiramma houses

18-yr-old reveals sexual abuse by 60 people in 5 years

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bengaluru

THE docking of  two satellites under the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation’s (ISRO) Space Docking Experiment 
(SpaDeX) mission is set to take place after two delays. 

The initial docking was scheduled for January 7 but 
was postponed twice due to an unexpected drift between 
the two satellites. ISRO provided an update on social me-
dia platform X on Friday evening, stating that the space-
craft were 1.5 km apart and in hold mode. A drift to 500 

metres was planned for Saturday 
morning, though the exact timing of  
the docking remained unspecified.

The mission was first delayed on 
January 7 and again on January 9. Af-
ter the second delay, ISRO announced 
that the drift had been arrested, and 
the spacecraft were on a slow drift 
course to move closer to each other. 
The docking is expected to reach ini-
tialisation conditions by January 10.

The SpaDeX mission, launched on 
December 30 at a cost of  ̀ 375 crore us-
ing ISRO’s PSLV-C-60 rocket, involves 

two satellites: SDX01 (the chaser) and SDX02 (the target). 
These satellites were deployed at an altitude of  470 km 
with a 55-degree inclination. SDX01 was launched with a 
higher velocity than SDX02 to facilitate the docking. 

However, the unexpected drift between the satellites 
caused complications and delays, leading to the 
postponements.

Successful docking is critical for ISRO’s future space 
missions, including plans for an Indian space station by 
2035 and manned lunar missions by 2040.

ISRO to bring SpaDex 
satellites closer today 
to enable docking

Prez Murmu urges Indian diaspora to 
join India’s mission for Viksit Bharat
B I J O Y  P R A D H A N  @ Bhubaneswar

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu on 
Friday appealed to the Indian di-
aspora to actively contribute to 
the realisation of  the mission of  
Viksit Bharat by 2047, the cente-
nary year of  the country’s 
independence.

Addressing the valedictory ses-
sion of  the 18th Pravasi Bharatiya 
Divas convention at Janata Maid-
an here, Murmu said the vision of  
a developed India by 2047 is not 
just a government initiative. 

It is a national mission that re-
quires proactive and enthusiastic 
participation of  every Indian, in-
cluding those living abroad. She 
said the Indian diaspora is an in-
tegral part of  this vision. They 
represent the best of  the country. 

Their global presence gives 
them a unique perspective and 
their achievements place them in 
a position to significantly contrib-
ute to the realisation of  a devel-
oped India.

“I have seen this first-hand dur-
ing my interactions with our di-
aspora as part of  my travels 
abroad. I urge you all to actively 

engage in this journey, for in your 
success, lies the success of  India,” 
Murmu said.

Making a special mention to the 
contribution of  women, students 
and the youth amongst the diaspo-
ra, Murmu said, “The achieve-
ments of  Indian women globally 
have brought immense pride for 
us, as they break barriers and 
scale new heights in various 
fields. Our students and youth, 
with their dynamism and creativ-
ity, are the torchbearers of  our 
future.”

Referring to India’s timeless 
philosophy of  Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam, Murmu said, “We seek to 
be a nation that balances econom-
ic progress with social justice and 
environmental stewardship, en-
suring a bright future for genera-
tions to come. The Indian diaspora 
would play an essential role in 
achieving this vision.” 

She appreciated CM Mohan 
Charan Majhi for announcing to 
appoint a nodal minister for deal-
ing with investment proposals of  
overseas Indians. 

President Droupadi Murmu giving Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award to NRI Marialena Joan 
Fernandes at the valedictory of Pravasi Bharatiya Divas in Bhubaneswar |  DEBADATTA MALLICK
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ISRO  
@isro

Spacecraft are at a  
distance of 1.5 km and 
on hold mode. Further 
drift to 500 metres is 

planned to be achieved 
by tomorrow  

(Saturday) morning

Several VIPs 
cancel visit to 
Srivari temple
Continued from Page 1

Additionally, TTD board members 
Vemireddy Prashanthi Reddy and 
Suchitra Ella pledged `10 lakh 
each for the families of  the de-
ceased, while MS Raju promised 
to extend `3 lakh to each of  the 
family. 
 TTD EO J Syamala Rao, Addi-
tional EO Ch Venkaiah Chowdary, 
and other important officials par-
ticipated in the meeting.

Special darshan for injured
As per the instructions of  the 
Chief  Minister, TTD authorities 
made special darshan arrange-
ments for devotees who were in-
jured in the stampede. 
 Following their darshan, the 
devotees thanked Naidu and the 
TTD officials for providing them 
t h e  a u s p i c i o u s  M u k k o t i 
Darshanam. 
 After this, CM’s of  Telangana 
and Puducherry, at least six Union 
Ministers, four State Ministers 
and 20 MLAs cancelled their trip 
to Tirumala for offering prayers to 
Lord Venkateswara on Ekadasi.

   All the news. In just a click.  
  Log to www.newindianexpress.com
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ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LIMITED 
OMC House, Bhubaneswar-751001,Odisha 
CIN: U13100OR1956SGC000313, www.omcltd.in 

E- auction Notice (17.01.2025 – 177th & 178th E-auction) 
IRON ORE CLO & FINES  

CAD-2144: The Odisha Mining Corporation Ltd intends to sell various grades of Iron 
ore CLO & Fines produced at  Daitari and Gandhamardan Regions (Block – A & B) 
and Guali, Jilling Langalota, Tiringpahar, Khandbandh, Banspani, Unchabali (Mahapar-
bat) & Roida ‘C’ Mines of Barbil Region in Keonjhar District and Khandadhar/Kurmitar 
Mines under Koira Region in Sundargarh District, Odisha through e-auction which will 
be conducted by MSTC Ltd. The e-auction shall be held from 11.00 A.M. to 2.00 P.M 
on 17.01.2025. 

For details, please visit the website of MSTC i.e. www.mstcecommerce.com 
Sd/- CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (S&M)OIPR-30005/11/0128/2425
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T’S been a Goa-filled new year’s 
week for me even though I am 
still freezing in Delhi’s bitter 
cold. It’s just that I am getting 
news and views from the coastal 
state enough to generate some 
heat in this awful weather.

First, I saw an Instagram post in which 
one of  those who treat the social media 
app as an evangelical pulpit announced 
Goa is not what it used to be: hotels and 
taxis are outrageously expensive, and 
other costs are up, too. Indeed, a conver-
sation starter on Goa these days is often 
not about its pleasant environs and deep 
culture, but how you are at the mercy of  
arbitrary local cab cartels.

I posted that Goa has only 110 km of  
India’s 7,500-km coastline, and yet it suc-
ceeds as a tourist destination because of  
its real estate hype, laissez-faire lifestyle, 
brand value and marketing efforts. In 
short, it’s not about the beaches. No one 
really disagreed with me; but there were 
additions, twists and quibbles in the en-
ergetic responses.

Someone pointed out that the length of  
India’s coastline has been significantly 
revised upwards, thanks to a new meth-
odology that also takes into account estu-
aries, inlets, bays and other geomorpho-
logical features. Thanks to that, the home 
ministry recalculated the coastline at 
11,098 km last year from 7,516 km in 1970. 
The home minister’s home state Gujarat 
contributed the most to this growth, al-
most doubling from 1,214 km to 2,340 km. 
One eagle-eyed soul pointed out that the 
state has over a fifth of  India’s coastline, 
but no beach tourism to speak of. 

That brings us back to Goa.
Most agree that what Goa offers is 

much more than beaches. Some point to 
tasty seafood at affordable prices; others 
say that the absence of  regular moral po-
licing is a perk. Bars and beaches are of-
ten the average Indian’s idea of  good life 
apart from great food. Goa ticks those 
boxes rather well.

Goa is also a retirement or second-home 
paradise, thanks not only to its proximity 
to the financial capital of  Mumbai and 
matching real estate developers, but also 
due to Delhi’s cold winters and increas-
ingly intolerable pollution. Easy access to 
flights and fantasy road trips complete the 
demand surge. Remember Dil Chahta 
Hai? It’s quite possible that such road 
movies fan youthful travel fantasies more 
than advertisements.

There are those who crib how Goa is 
now full of  north Indians (read: Delhi-
wallas). I will believe in Goa’s true Delhi-
fication the day I hear of  a road rage in-
cident near a sunny beach in which a 
back-seat limousine passenger tells a 
hatchback driver: “You don’t know who 
I am.” But rest assured, I have enough 

anecdotal evidence to suggest that more 
Delhiites are swapping the rocky Araval-
lis for Goa, which involves less lifestyle 
loss as age catches up. 

One friend with whom I was planning 
to visit a mutual friend in Delhi informed 
me she was in Goa till February. Another, 
a writer, wistfully said she could not at-
tempt a book on ‘Goa remixed’ because its 
fast changes defy contemplation. She not-
ed that what used to set apart Goa was its 
laid-back spirit—called susegad in Goa, 
from the Portuguese sossegado meaning 
quiet—apart from tolerance, community 
and culture. That’s certainly slipping. Goa 
police has booked Sahitya Akademi win-
ner Datta Damodar Naik, a 70-year-old 

atheist, on complaints that he hurt reli-
gious sentiments after he described tem-
ple priests as “looters” in an interview.

You get the picture: Goa is kind of  
going-going-gone in a strange interplay 
of  conservatives, adventure tourists, 
rich travellers, winter-home seekers 
and retirees. 

A list of  festivals complete new Goa’s 
chaotically action-packed existence. My 
week included reading up on the Seren-
dipity Arts Festival’s new frontiers. The 
Sunburn Festival for music, the Goa Arts 
and Literature Festival, the Sand Arts 
Festival and the International Film Fes-
tival of  India have together made Goa a 
place for appointment tourism. Beaches 
have become an oh-by-the-way stuff  in 
this overload of  extravaganzas. The old 
churches and temples? Well, they no 
longer ring a bell for tourists, methinks.

An economist friend helpfully pointed 
out that Goa’s per capita income is double 
the national average. Tourism creates 
loads of  jobs, another piped up. That might 
partly explain the decline of  susegad and 
the rise of  jugaad. But those weaned in 
South Delhi and South Mumbai’s aggres-
sion and the tech hubs’ multinational rat 
race are not complaining yet. You cannot 
easily reverse-swing the gains of  growth.

Time was when Goa was a backpack-
ing westerner’s idea of  a poor man’s 
Thailand, not to speak of  the hush-hush 
culture of  intoxicants that went with the 
hippie era. They have given way to rave 
parties that occasionally spring up as vo-
yeuristic news items. Then there are the 
perfectly legal casinos in floating spots. 
You may not bet in those casinos, but you 
can bet it’s one of  the reasons for Goa’s 
multifarious attraction.

If  your attractions are closer to sin 
than saintliness, you don’t need advertis-
ing to promote you. Low-cost word-of-
mouth publicity can get you there faster. 
That seems to have already happened, 
triggering groans about a paradise lost.

(Views are personal)
(On X @madversity)
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Groucho 
Marx

I find television very educating. Every 
time somebody turns on the set, I go 
into the other room and read a book

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

AMIL actor Ajith Kumar has 
been in the news. In a video cir-
culated on January 7, his race 
car was seen hitting the barrier 
of  a racetrack and spinning out 
of  control. He was then seen get-
ting out of  the car and walking, 

rather unaffectedly, towards an ambu-
lance. The whole thing could have been a 
scene from one of  his movies, but it was 
real. This happened when he was practic-
ing for an upcoming race in Dubai. The 53-
year-old-actor owns a racing team and had 
been serious about the sport for decades. 

An emotional response for an incident 
of  this nature, nearly life-threatening, 
from Ajith’s fan base would perhaps have 
received massive amplification had the 
actor’s fan clubs coordinated or manu-
factured a reaction. But as early as 2011, 
the actor had asked for all his fan organi-
sations to be dismantled. He just wanted 
to be a professional, wanting the imagi-
nary frames of  his films to be just that. 
He did not want to exploit or extrapolate 
his creative enterprise into the hyper-
bole of  real-life stardom. 

In 2021, again, Ajith expressed his de-
sire for a mundane existence when he 
asked people to cut out the title bestowed 
on him as ‘Thala’ (literally ‘the head’, 
meaning ‘the chief ’). Whatever his 
prompts or provocations may have been, 
to willingly denounce a title, especially 
in the world of  Tamil cinema, was no or-
dinary act. In what constitutes the Tamil 
cinema milieu, it is an established tradi-
tion to weld a grand title to the given 
name of  a big actor, as if  to celebrate im-
mortal distortion. 

As an extension of  this filmy tradition, 
titles have also entered the melodramatic 
world of  Tamil politics where, inciden-
tally, some of  the most dominant players 
in the last seven decades have been film 
personalities. E V Ramasamy has always 
been Periyar; it is ‘Perarignar Anna’, not 
just C N Annadurai; ‘Kalaignar’ (artist) 
not just M Karunanidhi; ‘Puratchi Tha-
laivar’ (revolutionary leader) for M G 
Ramachandran, and his follower was 
‘Puratchi Thalaivi’ J Jayalalitha; then 
came ‘Captain’ Vijaykanth, and the most 
recent entrant is ‘Thalapathy’ (com-
mander) Vijay. 

These titles have a complex cultural 
play in the world of  not just cinema and 
politics but within the larger Dravidian 
ideological ecosystem. It was, and is, part 
of  an effort to forge new identities for not 
just film stars, but also the masses. That 
is while simultaneously imagining an 
exclusive and assertive Tamil universe. 

As if  breaking away from this tradi-

tion of  embellishment, another film star, 
Kamal Haasan, also asked people not to 
address him as ‘Ulaganayagan’ (the hero 
of  the world) in November 2024. He did 
this a few days past his 70th birthday. Un-
like Ajith, he tried to explain: “It is my 
humble belief  that the artist must not be 
elevated above the art. I prefer to remain 
grounded, constantly aware of my im-
perfections and my duty to improve. 
Hence, after considerable reflection, I 
feel compelled to respectfully decline all 
such titles or prefixes.” 

Interestingly, Kamal Haasan posted 
this request both in Tamil and English, 
when the non-Tamil world was not ex-
actly familiar with his adulatory Tamil 
crown. It was also interesting that Kamal 
Haasan was reflecting and opting out of  

the title many decades after he had 
adorned it, unembarrassed. What is it 
that changed? Is it about the passing of  a 
cultural time in Tamil Nadu? Was it 
about shedding what had begun to look 
terribly anachronistic? Why was he not 
allowing that harmless split between the 
local and pan-Indian identities to con-
tinue? Why was he integrating the identi-
ties, suddenly, when it was unlikely to 
impact his film or political career? 

Kamal Haasan’s political foray has an-
yway been as stillborn as that of  his con-
temporary ‘Thalaivar’, the plain super-
star Rajnikanth. Is doing away with the 
title a cosmopolitan embrace? Is it about 
a new political and cultural centrism in 
Tamil Nadu, distinct from both Dravidi-
an and Hindutva politics? Or, is this about 

a new rational position that one desires 
politics and culture to reflect, shorn of  all 
exploitation around caste and religion, 
nationalism and sub-nationalism?

Social media has also made titles, hon-
orifics, the lumpenism of  fan clubs and 
sycophancy much easier in general, but 
it has also democratised the process. It is 
like the exclusivity of  the single-screen 
theatre having made way to multiplex 
and OTT platforms. To stand away from 
this crowd and chaos perhaps marks re-
invention and solace to stars like Kamal 
Haasan and Ajith, how much ever an af-
terthought it may be. 

With the transient attention that so-
cial media bestows, there can only be 
transient heroes. The age of  heroes as 
we knew from Kamal Haasan’s prime 
may be over. Dropping the title may 
therefore be a precocious acknowledge-
ment of  this transformation.

There may also be no heroes anymore, 
only brands. And brands have a limited 
shelf  life. The sub-nationalist and nation-
alist ethos of  the 20th century that made 
cultural icons may be in decline, because 
the recipe that went into the making of  it 
has seen the end of  its logic in a new 
world. An urgent reaction to this is also 
apparent. Political movements around 
the globe are about making nations ‘great’ 
again, like Donald Trump’s slogan ‘Make 
America Great Again’ that built up suf-
ficient traction to get him re-elected. The 
decline of  the ‘great’ in Great Britain pro-
voked Brexit some years ago. 

The fact that the world may have 
reconfigured itself  beyond the propa-
ganda of  such imagination of  greatness 
is also visible in the H-1B visa debate in 
America and the post-Brexit economic 
quandary in the UK. They know they 
cannot take the world back, they cannot 
reconfigure the profitability model of  
immigration, but they still want to ex-
ploit the vestiges of  sentiment. Hence, 
they manage to create delusions of  
greatness, like the delusion the titles in 
Tamil cinema perhaps reflect. 

Anyway, the irony of  the season in 
Tamil Nadu is from the music world. 
Even as Kamal Haasan dropped his title, 
musician T M Krishna was battling in 
courts to adorn one. The controversy 
around the conferment of  the title of  
‘Sangita Kalanidhi’ on him, invoking M 
S Subbulakshmi, a musician with ethe-
real titles herself, had paradoxical trap-
pings of  both tradition and reform. How-
ever, in the end it has been nothing but 
reiteration of  a cultural status quo.

(Views are personal)
(sugata@sugataraju.in)
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NEITHER GOING NOR GONE,
GOA IS EVOKING A GROAN

NOW SCREENING: 
PUTTING NAME 

BEFORE THE TITLE

SUGATA SRINIVASARAJU Senior journalist and author of Strange Burdens: 
The Politics and Predicaments of Rahul Gandhi

Some grumble that Goa’s laid-back 
susegad attitude has declined as 
business-minded jugaad has risen. 
Away from being a retirement 
paradise, it’s lined by frenetic 
festivals and casinos. Beaches 
have become oh-by-the-way stuff. 
The old churches and temples 
hardly ring a bell for tourists

Some southern stars are requesting fans to drop their titles.  
These epithets have a complex play not just in films and 
politics, but in the Dravidian ideological ecosystem too

SOURAV ROY

MADHAVAN  
NARAYANAN

Senior journalist

Responsible policymaking
Ref: Delhi signals need for demonstrable, 
sober government (Jan 10). The city, with 
its diverse communities and rapid growth, 
requires a focus on stability, transparency and 
long-term planning instead of quick political 
gains. Citizens want clear evidence of calm and 
responsible policymaking.
N R Jagannath, Bengaluru

Like family
Ref: Rose case: Act with same speed for 
commoners (Jan 10). Psychologists say many 
abusers like the one mentioned in the edit 
exhibit a ‘disinhibition syndrome’, a loss of 
control driven by male chauvinism and an 
urge to assert dominance. These men would 
not display their family’s obscene photos 
online. Treat other women like family too.
G Purushothaman, Tirunelveli

Entrenched misogyny
It is encouraging to see the law acting decisively 
in such cases. As the editorial highlights, 
online harassment stems from entrenched 
misogyny and anonymity of social media. 
This behaviour cannot be curbed without 
consistent enforcement of laws across the 
board, regardless of the victim’s social status. 
Only when every woman feels safe to report 
harassment can we claim to have made 
meaningful progress. 
Trupti Ajay Rao, Bengaluru

Hero worship
Ref: Competitive adulation of B R Ambedkar 
(Jan 10). It is a bit difficult to assume that 
the parties bending over backwards to place 
Ambedkar on their new-found hallowed 
pedestals have absolutely no political or 
electoral axe to grind. Ambedkar hated both 
hero worship and one-upmanship. When a great 
leader is sought to be appropriated for any 
compulsion other than practicing his values, 
does it not amount to hero worship?
S Balu, Madurai 

Work week 
Ref: Backlash over 90-hour week work remark 
(Jan 10). The chairman of L&T seems to fail  
to understand it is not the number of hours 
worked per week, but the quality of work in 
humanly possible hours that is more important. 
N Nagarajan, Secunderabad

Soul singer
The passing away of Kerala’s ‘soul singer ’ 
P Jayachandran is heartbreaking. He will 
be remembered for captivating the hearts 
of music lovers for over six decades with 
his richly emotive and soothing voice. His 
contributions to Tamil music did nothing but 
confirm his status as a pan-Indian legend.
R Sivakumar, Chennai
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FISCAL TIGHTNESS  
MAY FURTHER SLOW 

DOWN ECONOMY 

I
NDIA’S real GDP growth rate is pegged at a four-year-low of  
6.4 percent for 2024-25, weighed down by a likely decline in 
manufacturing and investments. The latest estimates are 
lower on all counts. They are far below the 8.2 percent growth 
seen last fiscal, lower than the Economic Survey’s 6.5-7 per-

cent and even the RBI’s revised forecast of  6.6 percent. The 
National Statistical Office’s first advance estimates project the 
nominal GDP to grow at 9.7 percent, lower than the previous 
estimate of  10.5 percent. They show that growth averaged 6 
percent in the first half of  the current fiscal and is likely to turn 
in 6.8 percent in the second half. Analysts are divided, with 
some expecting the second advance estimates, to be released 
next month, to include a slight upward revision in both the real 
and nominal rates, while others believe the government is un-
derestimating the extent of  the economic slowdown. 

While the government expects the second half  to do better, 
high-frequency data for the just-concluded third quarter isn’t 
promising. While services activity stood at a four-month high 
in December, manufacturing dipped to a 12-month low. Con-
sumer goods and auto sales are flashing signs of  low growth, 
notwithstanding the festive spending. As if  that’s not enough, 
manufacturing—on which the government was banking to 
create jobs and spur economic activity—will likely weaken to 
5.3 percent in 2024-25 from 9.9 percent in 2023-24. Disappoint-
ingly, investment growth too is likely to print lower at 6.4 per-
cent, down from 9 percent. The silver lining is that consump-
tion is expected to grow faster at 7.3 percent compared to 4 
percent the previous year, while agriculture too will likely 
outperform at 3.8 percent as against 1.4 percent in 2023-24. 

The outlook for 2025-26 is not rosy either, particularly given 
the looming geopolitical uncertainties. Besides volatility in 
oil prices, an abnormal monsoon can throw a spanner in the 
works. Though agriculture is expected to rebound, it’s vul-
nerable to cyclical fluctuations. Other key components like 
mining, power and construction are punching below poten-
tial. Government capital expenditure, which has been the 
driving force post pandemic, has moderated significantly, 
due to which the real GDP growth in Q2 saw a sharp slow-
down at 5.4 percent. Unarguably, public spending has sus-
tained growth after the pandemic, and keeping to the path 
of  fiscal consolidation may further deepen the slowdown.

FORMULA E FIASCO LAYS 
ASIDE PUBLIC INTEREST 

T
ELANGANA’S political circuit is abuzz with the curious 
case of the Formula E race in Hyderabad—held with 
fanfare in February 2023—in which the then municipal 
administration and urban development (MAUD) minis-
ter and BRS working president K T Rama Rao stands as 

the first accused. The charge against KTR and two other offic-
ers, including special chief  secretary Arvind Kumar, is that 
they flouted several rules. While politics as usual takes the 
front seat, we believe there is more to it than meets the eye.

A cursory glance at the agreements show what is at stake. The 
BRS, which was in power till December 2023, sought to bring the 
race to Hyderabad ostensibly to put the city on the world’s rac-
ing map and promote electric vehicles. The government signed 
a tripartite agreement with the UK-based Formula E Operations 
(FEO) and sponsor Ace Nxt Gen, a Greenko India subsidiary, to 
host four seasons in Hyderabad. The first one went without a 
hitch; but then the sponsor reneged on the agreement, prompt-
ing the government to step into its shoes. The Hyderabad Met-
ropolitan Development Authority coughed up `54.88 crore to 
FEO in two tranches in October that year on the oral instruc-
tions of  KTR, which has been substantiated by the other two 
accused. A new agreement was inked between MAUD and FEO. 
The problem is without a sponsor, the financial liability on the 
government tots up to ̀ 450-600 crore. All this was done without 
cabinet approval, by violating RBI rules and government busi-
ness rules, and without, it seems, the permission of  the Election 
Commission, as the model code of  conduct was in force.

Let the courts decide whether any corruption was involved. 
What is worrisome is the arbitrary manner in which pay-
ments were made to a foreign entity, lending credence to talks 
about the growing nexus between politicians, bureaucrats 
and businessmen. The government is entrusted with the re-
sponsibility of  protecting public interest. If  prudential norms 
are thrown to the wind, the institutions will lose public trust. 
The BRS finds itself  fending off  charges in the political arena, 
and the opposition’s responsibility to raise other important 
issues of  public interest is relegated. The unfortunate state 
of  affairs stems from treating government as a kind of  per-
sonal fiefdom, to whatever end. That is inexcusable.

Q U I C K  TA K E

TRUMP’S GREENLAND GAMBIT

LAND-grab is a time-honoured American tradition. When the 
US declared independence from the British in 1776, it barely 
covered an eighth of  the land it now has. The rest was ac-

quired by purchase, coercion and war. Emboldened by this 
past, Donald Trump wants to secure his country’s strategic 
future. His repeatedly expressed wish to acquire Greenland is 
more about access to the Arctic Sea routes and the territory’s 
immense natural resources like gold, copper, oil and rare earth 
elements. Even as world leaders fall in line to fete the new US 
president, they must be careful against legitimising the sort of  
land capture that’s also going on in Ukraine and Palestine.
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J AYA N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

INDIA and Singapore will cel-
ebrate the 60th anniversary of  
their diplomatic relations in 
2025 with a series of  high-level 
visits, including that of  Presi-
dent Tharman Shanmugarat-
nam and Prime Minister Law-
rence Wong to India. 

President Shanmugarat-
nam’s upcoming visit to New 
Delhi and Odisha from Janu-
ary 14 to 18 will mark the first 
time in the last one decade that 
a Singaporean president has 
visited India. The visit under-
scores the deepening ties be-
tween the two nations, both dip-
lomatically and economically. 
Singapore, often referred to as 
India’s window to the East, is 
also one of  the largest sources 
of  foreign direct investment 
(FDI) for India.

One of  the two pacts on the ta-
ble is skilling in semiconductors 
in Odisha, as both the sides look 
to step up economic ties and air 
connectivity. The pact will help 
India garner Singapore’s sup-
port in the areas of  semiconduc-
tor fundamentals, processes, 
packaging and testing. 

The two countries are also 
looking at increasing the an-
nual FDI, diplomatic sources 
said. Singapore’s investment 
makes up about 24 per cent of  
India’s FDI since 2000. Indian 
investment in Singapore is 
$25.3 billion.

The two countries have a ro-
bust partnership in aviation 
and supply chain connectivity. 
Singapore played a vital role in 
India becoming a sectoral dia-
logue partner with Association 
of  South East Asian Nations in 
1992 and a full dialogue partner 
in 1996.

Besides meeting President 
Droupadi Murmu and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, Shan-
mugaratnam is likely to meet 
External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, Road 
Transport Minister Nitin Gad-

kari, Health Minister JP Nadda, 
Commerce Minister Piyush 
Goyal, Information and Broad-
casting Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnav and Minister of  State 
(Independent Charge) for Skill 
D e v e l o p m e n t  J a y a n t 
Chaudhary.

He will  travel to Bhu-
baneswar, meet Odisha Chief  
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, 
and visit the Konark temple.

India-Singapore relations 
were upgraded to a Compre-
hensive Strategic Partnership 
during Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s visit in September 

2024. Skill center projects, sup-
ported by both public and pri-
vate sectors, have been com-
pleted in six states: Himachal 
Pradesh, Delhi, Rajasthan, As-
sam, Odisha, and Telangana.

Meanwhile,  diplomatic 
sources said Singapore is ea-
gerly waiting to host Andhra 
Pradesh Chief  Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu to collabo-
rate with state government in 
the development of  capital city 
Amaravati.

Naidu has been of  the opin-
ion that the cancellation of  col-
laboration agreements by the 
previous government severely 
damaged the state’s reputation. 
He has directed officials to en-
gage with the Singapore gov-
ernment, explain the events of  
the past five years, and work to-
wards rebuilding mutual un-
derstanding and trust for fu-
ture development besides 
meeting Jaishankar.

Naidu recently said that after 
careful discussions and consid-
ering the views of  various 
stakeholders, his government 
had entered into agreements. 
However, the previous govern-
ment “undermined the state’s 
prestige by abruptly cancelling 
those agreements. Such hasty 
decisions caused significant 
damage.” With a new govern-
ment in power, the diplomatic 
sources said that Naidu may 
visit Singapore soon to resume 
discussions.

M AYA N K  S I N G H  @ New Delhi

IN all probability, India is head-
ing for another major defence 
export deal. According to sourc-
es privy to the matter, Indone-
sia’s defence ministry has sent 
a letter regarding a $450 mil-
lion BrahMos deal to the Indian 
embassy in Jakarta.

Highly placed sources con-
firmed that India is also offer-
ing a loan to Indonesia from 
either the State Bank of  India 
or any other Indian national 
banks. The specifics regarding 
this are being worked out. 

As per the sources, the EXIM 
(Export-Import) Bank was ini-
tially scheduled to process the 
loan to Indonesia. However, 
this did not materialise.

It is pertinent to note that In-
donesia had joined the BRICS, 
an intergovern-
mental organisa-
tion consisting of  
10 countries, on 
January 6 last 
year. Indonesia’s entry into the 
BRICS — which consists of  
Brazil, Russia, India, China, 
South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Indonesia, Iran and the United 
Arab Emirates — paves the way 
for Indian Rupee-Indonesian 
Rupiah transactions.

Complexities
Indications about the BrahMos 
deal have been given by several 

senior officials of  Indonesia, 
including the country’s ambas-
sador to India. However, the In-
donesian President Prabowo 
Subianto’s reported visit to Pa-
kistan along with his India vis-
it on Republic Day this year, 
adds a new dynamic and com-

plexity to this 
developing stra-
tegic calculus.

Reports indi-
cate that New 

Delhi is trying to dissuade 
Subiato from clubbing his Re-
public Day visit with a bilateral 
visit to Islamabad. Some insid-
ers view that Indonesian Presi-
dent’s clubbed visits could im-
pact the BrahMos deal.

However, if  all aspects go ac-
cording to the existing plan, an 
announcement could be expect-
ed during India’s Republic Day 
on January 26 this year, in 

which the Indonesian Presi-
dent is slated to be the chief  
guest.

It was first reported by this 
newspaper that the Philippines 
received the first batch of  Brah-
Mos supersonic cruise missiles 
in April, marking India’s first 
major defence export deal. In-
dia had announced a deal with 
the Philippines in January 2022 
for the supply of  the missile.

The Philippines Department 
of  National Defence issued the 
‘Notice of  Award’ to India’s 
BrahMos Aerospace Private 
Limited, approving a $374.96 
million (`2,700 crore) contract 
for the purchase of  a shore-
based anti-ship missile system 
from India. Among the deal 
was three missile batteries, 
which has a range of  290 kilo-
metres and a speed of  2.8 Mach 
(thrice the speed of  sound). 

R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R  @ New Delhi

THE Central Election Commit-
tee of  the BJP met Friday 
evening and finalised candi-
dates for the remaining 41 of  
the 70 seats for the Delhi As-
sembly election. The names 
will be released on Saturday. 

The party issued the first list 
of  29 candidates on January 4, 
which included Parvesh Sahib 
Singh Verma, as the candidate 
from the New Delhi constitu-
ency against AAP convenor 
Arvind Kejriwal, and former 
MP Ramesh Bidhuri from Ka-
lkaji, where Chief  Minister 
Atishi is in the fray.

As per sources, the CEC 
stressed the selection of  non-
controversial candidates to a 
great extent, giving equal con-
sideration to women belonging 

to OBCs and other sections.
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, Home Minister Amit 
Shah, and BJP president JP 
Nadda were part of  the CEC 
that went through the recom-
mendations of  the Delhi BJP 
Core Committee, which met 
earlier to prepare the tentative 
list of  candidates. 

The list of  candidates was 
handed over to Modi soon after 
the meeting began. “The PM 
heard every detail related to 
the candidates, asking if  all 
equations were carefully con-
sidered. Since the Delhi elec-
tion has emerged as a cru-
cial challenge for the 
BJP, the meeting thor-
oughly discussed the 
candidates’ political 
backgrounds,” said  
a source.

A S H I S H  S R I V A S TA V A  @ New Delhi

IN the high-stakes battle for 
Purvanchali votes ahead of  the 
Delhi assembly elections, the 
Congress has upped the ante 
with a bold promise: building a 
grand Chhath Puja ghat, akin 
to the iconic Maha Kumbh 
structures, on the Yamuna riv-
erbank, if  it comes to power.

The party said a new district 
will be named after celebrated 
Bihari folk singer Sharda Sin-
ha, who passed away in Novem-
ber at AIIMS after a prolonged 
illness.

Making the announcement, 
Bihar Congress President 
A k h i l e s h  P r a s a d  S i n g h 
slammed the AAP and the BJP 
for allegedly neglecting the 
contributions of  the Purvan-
chali community to Delhi’s 
growth. He accused the AAP 
government of  abandoning 
the community during the 
Covid-19 crisis, forcing them 
to walk home in dire 

conditions. 
He also took the 

BJP to task, alleging 

that its President JP Nadda in-
sulted Purvanchalis by liken-
ing them to Rohingya and 
Bangladeshi immigrants. 

Meanwhile, the BJP launched 
a scathing attack on AAP after 
Arvind Kejriwal’s alleged re-
mark labelling Purvanchalis as 
“fake voters.” Protests erupted 
outside the former Chief  Min-
ister’s residence, with BJP lead-
ers demanding an apology.

In a bid to contain the dam-
age, Kejriwal blamed the BJP-
led Central government for the 
lack of  development in unau-
thorised colonies. “The BJP 
has done nothing in the last 10 
years to improve conditions for 
Purvanchalis living here,”  
he said.

With Delhi’s poll narrative 
shifting sharply towards Pur-
vanchali issues, the communi-
ty has become the epicentre of  
a fierce political tug-of-war. The 
Congress hopes its grand 
Chhath Ghat promise will 
strike a chord, while the BJP 
and the AAP scramble to pro-
tect their Purvanchali voter 
base from slipping away.

First visit by Singapore prez in a decade
President Shanmugaratnam’s upcoming visit to New Delhi and Odisha 

from January 14 to 18 will mark the first time in the last one decade 
that a Singaporean president has visited India. The visit underscores 

the deepening ties between the two nations, both diplomatically and 
economically. Singapore, often referred to as India’s window to the 

East, is also one of the largest sources of FDI for India.

J I T E N D R A  C H O U B E Y  @ New Delhi

THE World Meteorological Or-
ganization (WMO) has con-
firmed that 2024 is the warmest 
year on record, based on six in-
ternational datasets.

The past 10 years have all 
been in the top 10 in an extraor-
dinary streak of  record-break-
ing temperatures. The global 
average surface tempera-
ture was 1.55°C (with a 
margin of  uncertainty 
of  ± 0.13 °C) above the 
1850-1900 average, ac-
cording to WMO’s con-
solidated analysis of  the 
six datasets. “Today’s as-
sessment from the WMO proves 
yet again: global heating is a 
cold, hard fact,” said UN Secre-
tary-General Antóno Guterres.

WMO provides a tempera-
ture assessment based on mul-
tiple sources of  data to support 
climate monitoring and pro-
vide authoritative information 
for the UN Climate Change ne-

gotiating process. The datasets 
are from the European Center 
for Medium Range Weather 
Forecasts, Japan Meteorologi-
cal Agency, NASA, the US Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration, the UK’s 
Met Office in collaboration 
with the Climatic Research 
Unit at the University of  East 

Anglia, and Berkeley Earth.
There is a margin of  

uncertainty in all tem-
perature assessments. 
All six datasets place 
2024 as the warmest 
year on record. But not 

all show the temperature 
anomaly above 1.5 °C due to 

differing methodologies. 
Short-term temperature 

spikes in long-term warming 
can be caused by naturally oc-
curring phenomena like El 
Niño, which persisted from 
mid-2023 to May 2024. 

“Climate history is playing out 
before our eyes,” said WMO Sec-
retary-General Celeste Saulo.

S U C H I T R A  K A LYA N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

TO give the general public an 
opportunity to visit the majes-
tic and grand structure of  the 
landmark building, the Su-
preme Court has decided to 
open its doors to them every 
working Saturday, from 10 am 
to 5 pm, except on the second 
and the fourth Saturdays and 
declared holidays.

“This is a great opportunity 
to gain inside access to the 
grand interiors of  the Supreme 
Court building and admire the 
majestic structure in its full 
glory,” the SC said on Friday.

People can book pre-planned 
escorted visits online. “Visitors 
will be accompanied through-
out the premises and intro-
duced to parts of  historical im-

portance. They will also get a 
chance to witness the court 
rooms. Sightseeing across the 
grounds usually takes an hour,” 
the SC office said.

The apex court said that the 
people, who were curious to see 
the great structure and other 
history of  it, can do so.

The visitors will be guided 
through the majestic court-
rooms and National Judicial 
Museum & Archive. 

S U C H I T R A  K A LYA N  M O H A N T Y  
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Friday 
stayed the execution of  a notice 
issued by Nagar Palika of  Sam-
bhal regarding prayers at a well 
outside the Shahi Jama Masjid 
and sought a status report with-
in two weeks.

A two-judge bench compris-
ing Chief  Justice Sanjiv Khan-
na and Justice Sanjay Kumar 
passed this order after hearing
the mosque committee’s plea 
seeking direction to the district 
magistrate to ensure status quo 
with respect to the private well 
situated near the stairs or en-
trance of  the mosque.

While issuing notice to the 
Uttar Pradesh government, the 
bench sought a status report 
from it within two weeks on a 
plea filed by the Sambhal 
mosque’s management com-
mittee. It said that the court 
would hear the case after get-
ting the status report on the 
sensitive case.

The bench observed, “There 
is no harm if someone uses the 
well from outside. You have 
covered the well. Let them use, 

what is the harm?” it ques-
tioned the counsel appearing 
for the masjid committee.

In response, Huzefa  Ahmadi, 
representing the mosque com-
mittee, said that the Hindu side 
now say the notice has called it 
the ‘Hari Mandir’, and now 
they will start using it for pooja 
and bathing. He clarified that 
the well was being used for the 
purposes of  the mosque.

The state government on Fri-

day told the court that the situ-
ation was “very peaceful” and 
“they want to create an issue”. 

The committee’s application 
said, “District Administration, 
Sambhal is conducting a pur-
ported drive to revive old tem-
ples and wells in the city with 
reports indicating that at least 
32 old temples have been revived 
and 19 wells have been identi-
fied, which are being made op-
erational for public use.”

A L S O  I N  T O P  C O U R T
Eidgah: SC refuses to 

interfere in HC order
The Supreme Court on Friday 
refused to interfere with the 

Allahabad High Court’s order 
to consolidate or club all suits 

relating to the Krishna 
Janmabhoomi-Shahi Eidgah 

dispute and hear them 
together. A two-judge 

bench rather highlighted 
that it will benefit both 

the Hindu and Muslim 
sides since it will avoid 

multiple proceedings.

Dropouts allowed to 
sit for JEE-Advanced
In a relief to those students 
who dropped out from their 
courses between November 5 
and 18 last year, the court on 
Friday allowed them to 

register for the JEE-Advanced 
test. Two petitions, 

including one filed by 22 
aspirants, challenged 

the reduction in the 
number of attempts 
available for them 
from three to two.

The BJP CEC meeting at party headquarters in New Delhi on Friday |  PTI

Tharman Shanmugaratnam Lawrence Wong
The BrahMos supersonic cruise missile being test-fired in Bay of Bengal |  FILE PHOTO

S’pore Prez’s India visit from Jan 14 Indonesia initiates $450 mn 
BrahMos missile export deal60th anniv of diplomatic ties to be celebrated; Singapore is one of largest sources of FDI 

Purvanchali power play: 
Cong promises Chhath 
Ghat amid AAP-BJP spat

Delhi Dangal: BJP okays names of 41 candidates

‘Global heating a cold fact’:
2024 hottest yr on record,
says UN weather agency Public interest: SC opens 

doors to people for guided 
tour on 2 Saturdays a mnth 

SC stays Sambhal civic body’s ‘notice’ on well near masjid
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Congress is large hearted but we are a political 
party not an NGO. We will rebuild and reclaim 
our fertile political bastions.
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Danish engineers Larsen & Toubro founded L&T in 1938. 
Today Denmark ranks 3rd globally in work life balance, 
9th in GDP/capita, and averages 34 hours/ week.

Dharmendra Pradhan @dpradhanbjp

Odisha, since ancient times has been a nerve-centre  
of globalisation. Her trade, commerce and  
maritime traditions are glorious testaments. 
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R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R  @ New Delhi

WITH high-speed train projects 
slated for launch in the coming 
years, the Railways is bracing 
for a surge in demand for forged 
wheels by augmenting local 
production, officials said.

As the Centre has the mega 
plan to manufacture 200 Vande 
Bharat express and other high-
speed trains, the annual re-
quirement for forged wheels 
could climb to around 2 lakh 
units from 2026 onwards, ac-
cording to officials. Currently, 
the Railways relies heavily on 
imports for forged wheels, 
mostly from China with import 
chain disrupted in because of  
the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Despite the domestic produc-
tion of  approximately 40,000 
wheels by the Steel Authority 
of  India Limited, the Railways 
had to import forged wheels 
worth `900 crore from China 
and Russia during 2024-25 fiscal 
to meet operational needs, ac-
cording to government data.

“With the launch of  high-
speed trains and increased rail 
connectivity across the coun-
try, the demand for forged 
wheels is set to rise dramati-
cally. Our goal is to reduce de-
pendence on imports by boost-
ing local production,” a senior 

official said on Friday.
As part of  the ‘Make in India’ 

initiative, Railway Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw visited a 
factory set up for production of  
forged rail wheels in Tamil 
Nadu on Friday. “The wheels 
made in this factory will not 
only cater to the needs of  the 
Railways but will also be ex-
ported. The factory will rank 
among the world’s top three 
forged wheel plants,” he said.

The Railways has been im-
porting forged wheels for loco-
motives and coaching stock 
since 1960 from the UK, Czech 
Republic, Brazil, Romania, Ja-
pan, China, Ukraine and Rus-
sia. Besides 40,000 wheels by 
SAIL, 21,000 are produced in a 
Raebareli factory. To meet the 
demand, the Railways had 

floated tenders for setting up a 
new plant with assured off-take 
of  80,000 wheels per annum in 
the next 20 years.

“Once the new plant is set up, 
the full requirement of  forged 
wheels for locomotives and 
coaching stock will be met from 
domestic production,” a senior 
railway official said.  The Rail-
ways is exploring partnerships 
with domestic manufacturers 
and considering setting up new 
facilities to ramp up produc-
tion capacity.

“As several high-speed rail 
corridors are expected to be op-
erational in the next few years, 
ensuring a robust supply of  
forged wheels will be critical for 
their smooth rollout. Railways is 
trying to be self-reliant in wheel 
production,” said an official.

What are forged wheels?
Forged wheels are specially-
designed wheels built at high 
pressure for trains running at 
higher speeds than regular Indian 
Railways trains. They are 
structurally stronger, without the 
potential faultlines such as 
porosity and cavities typical to 
normal cast wheels. The 
compression of the metal also 
increases wheel longevity, and 
resistance against wear and tear.

Rlys will boost wheels production as 
high-speed train plans spike demand
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A N I M A L  K I N G D O M

12 VIJAYAWADA

The decomposed body of a woman was found inside a 
refrigerator in a house in MP’s Dewas city on Friday, 

following which a former tenant was taken into custody 
for questioning, police officials said.
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Tejashwi accuses retired 
babu of ‘tax collection’
According to Tejashwi Yadav, Bihar is 
currently grappling with the ‘DK Tax 
syndrome.’ The LoP in the state 
assembly sharpened his criticism of 
CM Nitish Kumar, alleging that a 
retired bureaucrat is effectively 
running the government and 
collecting funds, dubbed “DK Tax,” 
from officials in exchange for 
favourable postings. Tejashwi claimed 
that many competent officers have 
been sidelined due to their failure to 
pay this ‘tax.’ Since 2018, the powers 
of the chief secretary and the DGP 
have also been diminished. Yadav 
argues that a group of retired 
bureaucrats is making key decisions.

Darbhanga airport to  
go international
Among positive developments, the 
state cabinet led by CM Nitish 
Kumar, has approved a proposal to 
acquire an additional 89.75 acres of 
land for the expansion and 
development of Darbhanga Airport 
into an international facility. 
Additionally, the cabinet has 
authorized the acquisition of 139 
acres of land valued at `207 crore for 
the expansion of Raxaul Airport, 
which is located near the Indo-Nepal 
border in East Champaran district. 
Alongside Patna, Gaya is another 
international airport in the state. 
Furthermore, ongoing efforts are 
being made to develop and upgrade 
other airports, including those in 
Purnea, Bhagalpur, and Muzaffarpur.

Right time to take  
right turn: Lalu
RJD chief Lalu Prasad Yadav has 
often courted controversy with his 
statements; his latest poster is no 
exception. While inviting Nitish to 
rejoin the ‘Mahagathabandhan’, Lalu 
targeted him in a poster. He 
suggested that now is the “right 
time” to take the “right turn,” 
implying that Tejashwi’s leadership 
could lead to benefits such as the 
‘Mai, Behan Maan Yojana,’ free 
electricity for up to 200 units, and 
job opportunities. He warned that on 
the “Nitish Path,” there would only 
be unemployment, crumbling 
infrastructure, and rising crime. Lalu 
had invited Nitish to return to the 
alliance camp, but Nitish declined.
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H A R P R E E T  B A J W A  @ Chandigarh

THE Badal family, often called 
the first family of  the Shiroma-
ni Akali Dal (SAD), loses con-
trol over the century-old party 
for the first time in three dec-
ades. On Friday, the party’s 
working committee accepted 
the resignation of  SAD presi-
dent Sukhbir Singh Badal, pav-
ing the way for restructuring 
the party and holding elections 
for the post of  president. 

Sukhbir led the party since 
2008. His father and former 
chief  minister, the late Parkash 
Singh Badal, was president 
from 1995 till 2017 when he 
handed over the mantle to his 
son and heir-apparent.

Badal told the media he had 
participated in the Friday’s 
meeting to persuade the work-
ing committee to accept his res-
ignation as party chief. 

He said: “I am deeply touched 
by the love and trust they re-
posed in me. The delegate ses-
sion of  the party entrusted me 
with the responsibility of  lead-
ing the party. After completing 
my tenure, I resigned, but it 
wasn’t accepted initially. I have 
now presented my resignation 
again to pave the way for the 
election of  a new party chief.” 

Badal said he would continue 

to serve the party and Punjab 
as a humble worker. On its part, 
the committee recorded his ex-
emplary service to the party.

Badal was declared ‘’tankhai-
ya’’ (guilty of  religious miscon-
duct) by the Akal Takht, the 
highest temporal seat of  Sikhs, 
on August 30, 2023. He under-
went religious punishment, too.

SAD spokesperson Daljeet 
Singh Cheema confirmed the 
resignation and said the work-
ing committee would launch a 

membership drive till Febru-
ary 20 with a 25-lakh member-
ship target. Additionally, the 
party’s organisational struc-
ture will be reconstituted on 
January 20, he added.

The election of  the new party 
president will be held on  
March 1. “The parliamentary 
board of  the party will take ma-
jor decisions till then. It is 
headed by working president 
Balwinder Singh Bhunder,” 
Cheema said. 

N A R E N D R A  S E T H I  @ Dehradun

FOLLOWING the Supreme 
Court ruling declaring the Ka-
mil (undergraduate) and Fazil 
(postgraduate) degrees award-
ed to Muslim students by ma-
drasas unconstitutional, the 
Uttarakhand Madrasa Board 
lost no time deciding to discon-
tinue the courses and refund 
the students’ fees. Incidentally, 
the government has taken a 
strong stand against madrasas 
and recently identified 190 such 
illegal institutions and ordered 
their closure.

After hearing a case 
from UP, the Supreme 
Court said degrees 
conferred by madrasa 
boards are unconstitu-
tional and violate UGC 
regulations. It pointed out 
that only recognised universi-
ties can award such degrees. 

While opinions over the ver-
dict are divided among Muslim 
organisations, it raises signifi-
cant concerns about the future 
of  approximately 1,500 students 
enrolled in these courses across 
415 registered madrasas in the 
state. A spokesperson of  an af-
fected madrasa said, “This rul-
ing has cast a shadow of  uncer-
tainty over our students’ 
academic paths. We are left 
questioning what lies ahead.”

Uttrakhand Madrasa Board 

chairman Mufti Shamoon Qas-
mi told this newspaper: “The 
equivalent degrees from school 
level are Tahaniya (primary), 
Fauqaniya (junior high school), 
and Alia (higher secondary) 
levels. Kamil and Fazil degrees 
are conferred at the Alia level 
of  madrasas.”

The chairman said they 
would shortly decide on a 
course of  action. “Immediately 
after the local body elections, 
when the model code of  con-
duct is lifted, the Board will 
convene an educators’ meeting 

on implementing the proc-
ess for university affilia-
tion, keeping in mind 
the educational future 
of  students affected by 
the scrapping of  Kamil 

and Fazil degrees.”
On the other hand, 

Maulana Abdul Mannan Kas-
mi, District President of  the 
Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind, has pro-
posed a new idea to validate the 
Alim and Fazil degrees. Speak-
ing to this daily, he remarked, 
“Rather than closing these two 
courses, it would be better to af-
filiate them with a university 
similar to the model in Bihar.”

The secretary of  the Madra-
sa Association of  Uttarakhand, 
said, “Many affiliation issues 
and other related matters have 
been pending, which need to be 
addressed urgently.”

S U L A G N A  S E N G U P TA  @ Kolkata

TRINAMOOL Congress (TMC) 
on Friday suspended its ex-Ra-
jya Sabha MP Santanu Sen over 
alleged “anti-party” activities.

Sen’s comment on anti-social 
activities being carried out at 
RG Kar Medical College and 
Hospital in Kolkata after the 
rape and murder of  a postgrad-
uate trainee doctor has created 
a stir inside the party. He had 
also stood by the protestors 
seeking justice for the victim.

The former MP, a doctor by 
profession and seen as a loyal-
ist of  TMC national general 
secretary Abhishek Banerjee, 
had reportedly drawn the ire of  
the TMC high command after 
his critical comments about the 
functioning of  the healthcare 
institution, which also happens 
to be his alma mater. He was re-
moved from his position, but 
was later reinstated. 

On Friday, he was suspended 
after he raised the issue again. 
The suspensions signal the Tri-
namool leadership’s effort to 
restore discipline within the 
ranks before the Assembly elec-
tions in 2026.

Speaking to reporters, Sen 
said he is yet to receive any in-
formation from the party about 
his suspension. “I really don’t 
know the reason behind my 
suspension. I am yet to receive 
any information about it from 
the party,” he said.

N A M I TA  B A J PA I  @ Lucknow

UTTAR Pradesh Chief  Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on Friday 
said those who respect India, 
its Sanatan ethos and its eter-
nal traditions are welcome to 
attend the Maha Kumbh in 
Prayagraj. “Anyone who ar-
rives with reverence and faith 
is wholeheartedly welcome to 
Prayagraj,” Yogi said, referring 
to participation of  Muslims in 
the religious congregation.  

Expressing his views at an 
event hosted by a private chan-
nel in Maha Kumbh Mela area, 
the CM said the event exempli-
fies the ethos of  ‘Ek Bharat, 
Shreshtha Bharat,’ uniting peo-
ple across castes and religions. 

He, however, pointed out that 
people coming with malicious 
intent will not be appreciated 
and might warrant a different 
response. “Such people should 
stay away,” the CM said. 

The statements assume sig-
nificance as during the initial 
stages of  preparations for Maha 
Ku m b h ,  t h e  ‘ m a h a m a n -
dleshwars’ (chiefs) of  13 akhar-
as had given a call against the 
entry of  Muslims in the mela 
area. Yogi emphasised that 
many of  those whose ancestors 

embraced Islam under specific 
historical circumstances still 
take pride in India’s traditions. 

“They identify their gotras 
with the names of  Indian sages, 
participate in festivals, and 
cherish their cultural roots. If  
such people come to take a holy 
dip in the Sangam out of  tradi-
tion and devotion, they are 
most welcome,” he said.

On the issue of  Shahi Jama 
Masjid of  Sambhal, the CM 
pointed out discrepancies in 
claims regarding land owner-
ship. “There are assertions that 
more land than the entire Sam-

bhal district belongs to the 
Waqf  Board, which is absurd. 
As per the Puranas, over 5,000 
years ago, Sambhal was pre-
dicted to be the birthplace of  
Kalki, the tenth incarnation of  
Lord Vishnu. Everything in 
Sambhal today is rooted in Sa-
natan Dharma,” he said.

The CM said that no disputed 
structure should be referred to 
as a mosque, adding that in Is-
lam, the concept of  construc-
tion of  a structure for worship 
was not there unlike Sanatan 
Dharma where temples hold 
central significance.

A N U R A A G  S I N G H  @ Bhopal

AT least two crocodiles were re-
portedly rescued by the state 
forest department from ponds 
in the sprawling residential 
premises of  ex-BJP MLA Har-
vansh Singh Rathore in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Sagar district.

Head of  state forest force 
(HoFF) Aseem Srivastava, while 
confirming the development, 
told the press on Friday,  that a 
case has been registered in the 
matter under the provi-
sions of  the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act 1972. If  
the crocodiles are found 
healthy, they’ll be re-
leased (in a natural wa-
ter body), but if  their 
health isn’t found satisfac-
tory, they’ll be kept in the care 
of  the forest department. Fur-
ther action in the matter will be 
taken in accordance with the 
competent court’s directions, 
the forest officer said.

The rescue was undertaken a 
few days after the income tax 
department searched the resi-
dential premises of  the family, 
which has been associated with 
the ruling BJP for decades.

The family, headed by ex-BJP 
MLA Harvansh Singh Rathore, 

lives in palatial bungalows lo-
cated on the outskirts of  Sagar 
city. According to sources, the 
sprawling residential campus 
has multiple ponds, where the 
two crocodiles were kept.

The forest department acted 
on the matter after the pres-
ence of  crocodiles was reported 
during the IT searches.

Recently, IT department 
teams had searched residential 
premises of  two BJP-associated 
families in Sagar district, in-

cluding the Rathore family 
and the Kesharwani 
family, which have close 
business connections.

The families have 
been engaged for the 

longest time in the ‘bee-
di’ (Indian cigarette) busi-

ness, but forayed into the real 
estate sector in recent years.

As per IT department sourc-
es in Bhopal, “Searches at the 
Kesharwani and Rathore fam-
ily premises have led to seizure 
of  incriminating documents 
suggesting suspected tax eva-
sion worth around `150 crore. 
Of  this, around `140 crore sus-
pected tax evasion is linked to 
the Kesharwani group, while 
the remaining is related to the 
Rathore family’s businesses.

M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ Ranchi

THE special cell of  Delhi Police 
in association with Jharkhand 
ATS, has arrested a suspected 
Al Qaeda terrorist Shahbaz An-
sari from Chanho in Ranchi. 
Ansari is an accused in a case 
of  Delhi Police Special Cell.
Jharkhand ATS has confirmed 
the arrest of  Shahbaz Ansari. 

Last year, Delhi Police, with 
the help of  central agencies 
and police of  different states, 
took major action in Jharkhand, 
Delhi and Rajasthan against 
those declaring ‘Khilafat’ (op-
position) in India and plotting 
a serious terrorist conspiracy. 

Jharkhand Police ATS ar-
rested eight suspected Al Qae-
da terrorists while six other
suspects, undergoing training 
in Rajasthan, were also arrest-
ed, most of  whom are residents 
of  Jharkhand. Shahbaz Ansari 
was absconding in this case. 

ATS and Delhi Special Cell 
received information that Shah-
baz Ansari has come to his vil-
lage Chitari located on the out-
skirts of  Ranchi. Following a 
tip-off, Shahbaz was arrested. 

Notably, Dr Ishtiaq Ahmed 
working in a private hospital in 
Ranchi was identified as the 
mastermind in the case and ar-
rested last year.

M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ Ranchi

BUOYED by the thumping ma-
jority in the Assembly polls, 
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
(JMM) is now eying ‘Vrihad’ 
(larger) Jharkhand and is con-
sidering launching a movement 
for the formation of  an Autono-
mous Council combining the 
four tribal-dominated districts 
of  West Bengal and Odisha.

According to officials, the 
party has already prepared a 
blueprint and will start the 
movement in the name of  sepa-
rate identity of  tribal dominat-
ed districts of  the two states.

The party is also plans to get 
its entire strategy and proposal 
passed in the upcoming con-
vention. According to the par-
ty’s Central General Secretary 
Supriyo Bhattacharya, the con-
dition of  the tribals has still not 
improved in tribal-dominated 
districts of  neighbouring states 
like Odisha and West Bengal.

He added that a movement 
demanding formation of  an au-
tonomous council by combin-
ing the four tribal dominated 
districts --- Jhargram, West 
Medinipur, Bankura and Pu-
rulia of  West Bangal and the 
three districts -- Keonjhar, My-
urbhanj and Sundargarh of  

Odisha, will soon start.
Bhattacharya added that tri-

bals in the seven districts of  
West Bengal and Odisha 
Jharkhand are similar. Since 
the tribal communities are still 
exploited, a separate autono-
mous council is essential to 
protect their interests.

Party’s central spokesperson 
Manoj Pandey also asserted 
that the tribal-dominated dis-
tricts of  West Bengal and Odi-
sha bordering Jharkhand need 
a separate autonomous council 
to improve the tribals’ living 
standards. “Vrihad Jharkhand 
is still on our agenda, and 
hence, the demand for an au-
tonomous council will be inten-
sified to pave way for our long 

time demand of  Vrihad 
Jharkhand,” said Pandey.

The JMM has a strong sup-
port base in Odisha and Bengal 
and has also won MLA and MP 
seats in these states. After de-
feating the  BJP in  the 
Jharkhand Assembly Elec-
tions- 2024, the party’s popular-
ity is at its peak, Pandey said.

The BJP, on the other hand, 
has termed it a plot to mislead 
the tribals. JMM should first 
talk to West Bengal CM Mama-
ta Banerjee and the Odisha gov-
ernment and put forward its 
demand. The tribal communi-
ties of  the states should not be 
misled by raising the demand 
for an autonomous council for 
a separate identity..

Sukhbir Badal serves his Tankhah (religious punishment) at Golden Temple |  FILE

Sadhus during the royal entry 
procession ‘Chavni Pravesh’ |  PTI

Meals for `9 at ‘Maa Ki 
Rasoi’ in Prayagraj
 CM Yogi Adityanath on Friday 
inaugurated ‘Maa Ki Rasoi,’ a 
community kitchen initiative,
offering a full meal for just `9. It 
will operate at Swaroop Rani 
Nehru Hospital for people from 
the economically weaker section, 
the government said. Adityanath 
visited the hospital, where he 
inaugurated ‘Maa Ki Rasoi’ and 
reviewed the arrangements and 
personally served food to the 
attendees. People can enjoy a full 
meal of dal, rotis, vegetables, rice, 
and a dessert,” the UP govt said.

‘SAD constituted under secular framework’
The resignation came over a month after Akal Takht Jathedar Giani 
Raghbir Singh asked the Akali Dal to implement the December 2 edict 
about Badal’s resignation. Badal put in his papers on November 16, but 
the working committee declined to accept it, urging him to reconsider 
and threatening collective resignation if he persisted. Party leaders 
argued that the SAD was constituted under a secular framework, and 
following the Takht directives would violate the registration conditions.

N A M I TA  B A J PA I  @ Lucknow

LAURENE Powell Jobs, the 61-
year-old US billionaire entre-
preneur, philanthropist and 
wife of Apple co-founder Steve 
Jobs, is expected to observe 
‘Kalpvas’,  an ancient spiritual 
practice, at Maha Kumbh in 
Prayagraj, sources said.

Laurene is likely to observe 
15-day Kalpvas. She may attend 
the Maha Kumbh Kalpvas, a 
month-long austerity, medita-
tion and self-purification, said 
the sources associated with or-
ganising the mega event.  

According to sources, Lau-
rene may stay at the camp of  
Swami Kailashananda, maha-
mandaleshwar of  Niranjani 
Akhara. She is expected to par-
ticipate in rituals and take a 
holy dip at the Sangam.  “She 
will stay in Mahakumbh till the 
third Amrit Snan (royal bath-
ing) on Mauni Amavasya on 
January 29,”a source said.

F AYA Z  W A N I  @ Srinagar

AN Indian Pangolin, a Schedule I critically en-
dangered species, was rescued from the forest 
area of  Sunderbani near the Line of  Control  
(LoC) in a border district of  J&K by the Indian 
army and Wildlife department. 

The joint rescue operation was carried out 
near the LoC on Thursday, officials said, adding, 
the animal was safely transported to the Wildlife 
department headquarters in Rajouri.

Wildlife warden of  Rajou-
ri-Poonch Range Amit Shar-
ma said they received a mes-
sage from an Army unit two 
days back who shared videos 
and photographs of  an Indi-
an pangolin, a critically en-
dangered species. The wild-
life officer emphasised that 
it is rare sighting an Indian 
Pangolin in the Rajouri-Poonch Wildlife Divi-
sion. “It indicates that the ecosystem and diver-
sity of  the area is good,” Sharma said.

“The exact number of  Indian pangolins is not 
known but it is a very small population. Pango-
lin skin is in great demand in the grey market 
and they are poached and killed indiscriminate-
ly by smugglers,” he said. Another wildlife of-
ficer said this is the first recorded Indian pango-
lin sighting in Rajouri-Poonch division.

N A R E N D R A  S E T H I  @ Dehradun

UTTARAKHAND is ramping up efforts to safe-
guard its tiger population by enlisting the help 
of  the SSB (Sashastra Seema Bal) and ITBP (In-
do-Tibetan Border Police), along with search 
dogs. The decision comes in response to the dis-
covery of  a dead tiger in Champawat and alerts 
issued by the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau and 
the National Tiger Conservation Authority.

Dr Vivek Pandey, the Additional Chief  Con-
servator of  Forests, has is-
sued directives to all forest 
conservators, emphasising 
the need for heightened vigi-
lance and caution in wildlife 
protection across the state.

Speaking to this newspa-
per, Uttarakhand forest min-
ister Subodh Uniyal stressed 
the need of  protecting the re-
gion’s wildlife, stating, “If  the forest department 
needs support from state police or intelligence 
agencies, it should not hesitate to seek their as-
sistance. Our priority must be to apprehend 
those who hunt unlawfully and threaten our 
wildlife; their actions undermine the ecological 
balance and rich biodiversity of  our forests”. 

On Wednesday, a tiger carcass was found in 
the Champawat division with some of  its paw 
nails missing, raising concerns.

All Sanatanis welcome to Maha Kumbh: Yogi
Steve Jobs’ wife 
to take holy dip 
at Sangam city

Indian Pangolin 
rescued in Poonch

Concern over tiger 
poaching in U’khand

Sukhbir’s resignation accepted, election to party chief on March 1 

Badals lose SAD control 
for 1st time in 3 decades

TMC suspends 
ex-MP who was 
vocal on RG Kar

U’khand madrasa board 
scraps Kamil and Fazil 
courses after SC ruling

Qaida terrorist 
arrested from 
near Ranchi

2 crocodiles rescued from 
ponds inside residence of 
BJP MLA in Sagar district

JMM plans to expand tribal 
movement in Bengal, Odisha
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3rd  
term of Nicolas Maduro as president  
of Venezuela beginning Friday 

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 3 -8 SNY
Colombo 31 24 LC
Dhaka 23 14 SNY
Dubai 22 15 SNY
Houston 11 16 LC
Istanbul 11 8 LC
London 2 -4 SNY

Los Angeles 19 9  SNY
Melbourne 27 19 SNY
Moscow -2 -4 LC
New York  3 -3 SNY
Singapore 27 19 LR
Toronto -1 -5 SNY
Washington 8 4 LR

Stampede at central Damascus mosque kills four 
DAMASCUS

A stampede at the landmark 
Umayyad Mosque in Syria’s 
capital on Friday killed four 
people, a Damascus health of-
ficial told state media.

“Damascus Health Director 
Dr Mohammed Akram Maa-
touq announced that the final 
toll from the unfortunate stam-
pede that occurred today in the 
Great Umayyad Mosque and its 
surroundings is four dead and 
16 injured,” a statement said.

Earlier, Damascus Governor 
Maher Marwan had told SANA 

that the deadly crush took place 
“during a civilian event at the 
mosque”. 

A photographer who collabo-
rates with AFP and was at 
the site of  the stampede 
saw large crowds gath-
ered near the mosque 
because free meals 
were being handed 
out.

Ghina, who was at the 
mosque to attend Friday 
prayers, said she saw “people 
carrying an elderly woman 
with blood dripping from her 
face”, adding that she appeared 

dead. The Al-Watan newspaper 
said the stampede happened 
during the distribution of  free 
meals by a social media 

personality.
A YouTuber called 

Chef  Abu Omar, who 
has a restaurant in Is-
tanbul, had earlier 
posted a video of  prepa-

rations for the distribu-
tion of  free meals at the 

Ummayyad Mosque. 
Italian Foreign Minister An-

tonio Tajani had visited the 
mosque in the morning.

A Syria monitor said fighters 

linked to the Islamist-led tran-
sitional administration public-
ly executed a local official on 
Friday, accusing him of  having 
been an informant under oust-
ed president Bashar al-Assad.

Contacted by AFP, the Da-
mascus authorities did not im-
mediately reply to a request for 
comment. The Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights said 
fighters affiliated with the 
country’s new rulers executed 
Mazen Kneneh on Friday morn-
ing, describing him as “one of  
the best-known loyalists of  the 
former regime”. AFP

NEW YORK  

RESPONDING to his sentenc-
ing on Friday in the hush mon-
ey case, US-president elect Don-
ald Trump, briefly addressing 
the court as he appeared virtu-
ally from his Florida home, said 
his criminal trial and convic-
tion has “been a very terrible 
experience” and insisted he 
committed no crime.

The Republican former presi-
dent, appearing on a video feed 
10 days before his inauguration, 
again pilloried the case, the 
only one of  his four criminal 
indictments that has gone to 
trial and possibly the only one 
that ever will. “It’s been a politi-
cal witch hunt. It was done to 
damage my reputation so that I 
would lose the election, and ob-
viously, that didn’t work,” 
Trump said. Trump called the 
case “a weaponisation of  gov-
ernment” and “an embarrass-
ment to New York”. 

Prosecutors said Friday that 
they supported a no-penalty 

sentence, but they chided 
Trump’s attacks on the legal 
system throughout and after 
the case. 

“The once and future Presi-
dent of  the United States has 
engaged in a coordinated cam-
paign to undermine its legiti-
macy,” prosecutor Joshua Ste-
inglass said. Rather than show 
remorse, Trump has “bred dis-
dain” for the jury verdict and 
the criminal justice system, Ste-
inglass said, and his calls for 
retaliation against those in-
volved in the case, including 
calling for the judge to be dis-
barred, “has caused enduring 
damage to public perception of  
the criminal justice system and 
has put officers of  the court in 
harm’s way”.

As he appeared from his Flor-
ida home, the former president 
was seated with his lawyer Todd 
Blanche, whom he’s tapped to 
serve as the second-highest 
ranking Justice Department of-
ficial in his incoming adminis-
tration. AP

US president-elect Donald Trump appears remotely for a sentencing hearing in front 
of New York State Judge Juan Merchan on Friday |  AFP

Hush money case was 
brought to defeat me, it 
didn’t work: Trump  

LOS ANGELES 

THE two biggest wildfires rav-
aging the Los Angeles area have 
burned at least 10,000 homes, 
buildings and other structures, 
officials said as they urged 
more residents to heed evacua-
tion orders after a new blaze ig-
nited and quickly grew.

The fast-moving Kenneth 
Fire started in the late after-
noon in the San Fernando Val-
ley just 3.2 kilometres from a 
school serving as a shelter for 
fire evacuees and then moved 
into neighbouring Ventura 
County by the evening.

Winds were expected to drop 
Friday around Los Angeles, 
bolstering a huge firefighting 
effort at the five major blazes 
wreaking havoc around Amer-
ica’s second biggest city.

At least ten people have died 
as infernos ripped through 
neighborhoods, razing thou-
sands of  homes in one of  the 
worst disasters ever to hit Cali-
fornia, with one estimate sug-
gesting the bill could hit $150 
billion. 

As the scale of  the damage 
started to come into focus, indi-
viduals grappled with heart-
rending ruin.

“I lost everything. My house 
burned down and I lost every-
thing,” Hester Callul, who 
reached a shelter after fleeing 
her Altadena home, told AFP.

As fears of  looting and crime 
grow, California Governor 
Gavin Newsom deployed the 
National Guard to bolster law 
enforcement and soldiers were 
on the streets, with Los Angeles 

County Sheriff  Robert Luna 
also imposing a nightime cur-
few in some areas.

“This curfew will be strictly 
enforced and is being taken to 
enhance public safety, protect 
property and prevent any bur-
glaries or looting in the area 
that the residents have evacu-
ated,” he said.

Luna said anyone who falls 
foul of  the rule could be jailed, 
stressing “we are not screwing 
around with this.”

The five separate fires have 
so far burned more than 35,000 
acres, California’ fire agency 
reported.

The biggest of  the blazes has 
ripped through over 20,000 acres 
of  the upscale Pacific Palisades 
neighborhood, where firefight-
ers said they were starting to 
get the fire under control.

By Friday morning eight per-
cent of  its perimeter was con-
tained — meaning it can’t 
spread any further in that direc-
tion. The Eaton fire in the Alta-
dena area was three percent 
checked, with almost 14,000 
acres scorched and key infra-
structure — including commu-
nication towers at Mount Wil-
son — threatened. 

“You just feel surrounded,” 

one woman told local TV.

Like a war scene: Biden 
US President Joe Biden on Fri-
day likened Los Angeles to a 
“war scene” as multiple major 
blazes continued to devour 
neighborhoods around the city. 
“It reminded me of  more of  a 
war scene, where you had cer-
tain targets that were bombard-
ed,” Biden said. The president 
added that there was “clear evi-
dence of  looting” during the 
mayhem, while also slamming 
“demagogues” for spreading 
rampant disinformation about 
the fires. Agencies

New fast-moving fire in LA prompts more evacuations
10 dead, more than 10,000 structures already destroyed; progress in containing older fires 

Burned homes are seen from above during the Palisades fire near the Pacific Palisades neighbourhood of Los Angeles |  AFP 

WHAT CAUSED THE FIRES? 

SPOT OF ORIGIN 
In hilly, upscale 

Pacific Palisades 
officials have placed 

the origin of the 
wind-whipped blaze 

behind a home on 
Piedra Morada Drive, 

which sits above a 
densely wooded 

arroyo

John Lentini, owner 
of Scientific Fire 

Analysis who has 
investigated large 
fires, said the size 

of the blaze 
doesn’t change the 

approach to 
finding out what 

caused it

Investigators 
are considering a 

wide range of possible 
ignition sources for 
the fires that have 

killed at least 10 
people  

AN ARRAY OF POSSIBILITIES

Investigators are considering an array of 
possible ignition sources for the huge fires:

1

2

3

4

LIGHTNING 
There were no reports of lightning in 
the Palisades area or the terrain 
around the Eaton fire, which started 
in east Los Angeles County and has 
also destroyed hundreds of homes

FIRES INTENTIONALLY SET
So far there has been no official 
indication of arson

ACCIDENTS  
Fires are incited by myriad sources, 
including accidents 

In 2021, a couple’s gender reveal 
stunt started a large fire. A smoke-
generating pyrotechnic device was 
set off in a field and quickly ignited 
dry grass on a scorching day

FIRES SPARKED BY UTILITY LINES
Utilities are required to report 
“electric incidents potentially 
associated with a wildfire. 2017 
Thomas Fire was sparked by power 
lines that came into contact during 
high wind, investigators determined

A S I A  M AT T E R S

HINDI DIWAS 
OBSERVED WITH 
BOOK LAUNCHES   
Three books containing 
stories and poems in Hindi 
related to the island city 
state have been released 
at the National University 
of Singapore (NUS), 
marking the World Hindi 
Day, also known as 
Vishwa Hindi Diwas, that 
is celebrated every year on 
January 10. The books, 
released on Wednesday by 
India’s Deputy High 
Commissioner to 
Singapore Pooja Tillu, 
promote the Hindi 
language and its usage 
worldwide. The three-hour 
event was organised by 
the High Commission of 
India, NUS, Singapore 
Sangam Hindi Association 
and publisher Vani 
Prakashan Group (VPG).

UNAUTHORISED 
COP TRAINING:  
TWO CHARGED 
Charges were filed against 
two Chinese nationals for 
organising unauthorised 
police volunteer training 
programme, Bangkok Post 
reported. Charges were 
filed against Li Zhang, an 
assistant to the president 
of International Activities 
at Siam University, and Li 
Minglong for exploiting 
police equipment, police 
emblems, and academic 
institution logos without 
permission, the Bangkok 
Post reported. The 
programme was held at 
Siam University in 
Bangkok. It had 27 
participants, all of whom 
were from China, including 
14 students from the 
university, Bangkok Post 
report said.  

PALM OIL STOCKS 
FALL FOR  3RD MONTH

Palm oil stocks fell for a third 
consecutive month in December to 

hit their lowest since May 2023, 
Reuters reported. The fall was partly 
due to last year’s floods, the report 

said. The rise in local consumption is 
also among the reasons for the fall 

in inventory. Malaysia’s palm oil 
consumption jumped 53% in 
December, Reuters reported. 

INDONESIA 

MALAYSIA

THAILAND 
House votes to 
sanction ICC for 
warrant on Bibi
WASHINGTON 

THE US House of  Representa-
tives on Thursday voted to 
sanction the International 
Criminal Court over its arrest 
warrant for Israeli prime min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

“America is passing this law 
because a kangaroo court is 
seeking to arrest the prime 
minister of  our great ally, Is-
rael,” Representative Brian 
Mast, Republican chairman of  
the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, said. The ICC expressed 
concerns over the bill. 

“The court firmly condemns 
any and all actions intended to 
threaten the court and its offi-
cials, undermine its judicial 
independence and its mandate 
and deprive millions of  victims 
of  international atrocities 
across the world of  justice and 
hope,” it told Reuters. Agencies

JERUSALEM

ISRAEL’S army confirmed Friday 
that one of  the bodies recovered 
from Gaza earlier this week was 
that of  23-year-old hostage Ham-
zah AlZayadni.

His body was retrieved with that 
of  his father, Yosef  AlZayadni, who 
were taken together when Hamas-
led militants stormed into south-
ern Israel 15 months ago. His father 
was quickly identified, while his 
son’s remains were sent for 
verification.

In recent weeks, Israel and Ha-
mas have appeared to inch closer to 
an agreement for a ceasefire and 
the release of  hostages. Palestini-
ans and family members of  hos-

tages who were killed in captivity 
have been imploring the Israeli 
government and world leaders for 
a ceasefire deal. 

Meanwhile, Israel struck Huthi 
targets in Yemen on Friday,  
including a power station and 
coastal ports, in response to 
missile and drone launch-
es, and warned it would 
hunt down the group’s 
leaders.

Since the war in Gaza 
broke out in October 2023, 
the Iran-backed group has 
fired dozens of  missiles and drones 
at Israel in what it says is a show of  
solidarity with Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip. Israel’s latest strikes 
came after the military intercepted 

two drones believed to have been 
launched from Yemen the previous 
day.

“A short while ago... fighter jets 
struck military targets belonging 
to the Huthi terrorist regime on the 

western coast and inland Yem-
en,” the Israeli military said 

in a statement.
The military said the 

strikes were carried out in 
retaliation for Huthi mis-
sile and drone launches 

into Israel.
The statement said the tar-

gets included “military infrastruc-
ture sites in the Hizaz power sta-
tion, which serves as a central 
source of  energy” for the Huthis. 
 AFP

23-year-old hostage killed along with dad in Gaza 

Salvage operation for 
oil tanker complete  

An oil tanker that burned for 
weeks in the Red Sea and 

threatened a massive oil spill 
has been ‘successfully’ 

salvaged, a security firm said 
on Friday. The Sounion had 

been a disaster in waiting in 
the waterway, with 1 million 

barrels of crude oil aboard that 
had been struck and later 

sabotaged with explosives by 
Yemen’s Houthi rebels. 

47,986
TOLL SO FAR
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Watch

MARKET
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A S I A N O M I C S

J A PA N 
NOV REAL WAGES FALL FOR 4TH STRAIGHT MONTH

 Inflation-adjusted real wages in Japan declined for the  
fourth straight month in November weighed down by higher  

prices even as base pay grew at the fastest pace in more than three 
decades, government data showed on Thursday. The Bank of Japan 

considers various risks in deciding the timing for raising interest  
rates and the central bank has repeatedly said sustained, broad-based 

wage hikes are a prerequisite for pushing up borrowing costs. 
Inflation-adjusted real wages, a barometer of consumer purchasing 

power, slipped 0.3% in November from a year earlier, falling for  
the fourth straight month, data from the labour ministry showed. 

It  revised October ’s unchanged reading to a 0.4% decline. The  
consumer inflation rate rose 3.4% from a year earlier, accelerating 

from a 2.6% growth in October.

C H I N A
CONSUMER INFLATION SLOWS FURTHER IN DEC

China’s consumer price inflation in December fell  to 0.1% year on year, 
as per the National Bureau of Statistics. It  stoked deflation concerns. 
Growth in headline inflation was less than the 0.2% rise in November. 

Core CPI, which excludes food and energy prices, surged 0.4% YoY 
compared with 0.3% rise in the previous month, data showed. On a 

month-on-month basis, China’s CPI was flat,as against the 0.6% fall 
in the prior month. Food prices fell  by 0.6% month on month as a 

result of conducive weather conditions, data showed. The prices of 
fresh vegetables and fruits fell  2.4% and 1%, respectively. Prices of 
pork, which makes up a significant portion of CPI basket, fell  2.1%. 

Wholesale prices continued to fall  for a 27 straight month, with 
China’s producer price inflation down 2.3% year on year in December. 

TA I W A N 
DECEMBER EXPORTS BEAT FORECASTS

Buoyed by robust demand for semiconductors from the artificial intel-
ligence (AI) industry, Taiwan’s exports surged more than expected in 
December, despite weaker demand from China. Exports jumped 9.2% 
from the same month a year ago to $43.59 billion, its second-highest 

level, f inance ministry said on Thursday. The rise, though slightly 
below November ’s gain of 9.7%, marked the 14th straight monthly 

rise. The ministry said the growth outlook into the first quarter was 
stable because of demand for semiconductors for AI, but said January 
exports could decline between 1% and 4% year on year because of the 
long Chinese lunar new year holiday. People in China usually travel to 

their  hometowns ahead of the festival, which starts on January 29 this 
year, and many businesses close for an extended period. China is 

Taiwan’s biggest trading partner. 

D I P A K  M O N D A L  @  New Delhi

IN a major relief  to online gam-
ing companies, the Supreme 
Court (SC) on Friday put a stay 
on GST show-cause notices 
amounting to `1.12 lakh crore 
against these companies. The 
court has suspended all further 
proceedings under these notic-
es until the matter is conclu-
sively adjudicated.

The court on Wednesday had 
agreed to hear the petition of  
these companies against GST 
department proceedings on no-
tices served to them. The notic-
es were issued against alleged 
tax evasion by these companies. 
However, the companies had 
moved courts against the no-
tices disputing tax demand.

As per lawyer Abhishek Ras-
togi, this stay not only provides 
immediate respite to gaming 
companies from potential coer-
cive action but also safeguards 
interests of  revenue authorities. 
“By pausing proceedings, the 
court ensures that the demands 
don’t become time-barred dur-
ing course of  litigation, preserv-
ing scope for legal clarity with-
out procedural hindrance,” says 

Rastogi, representing some of  
the gaming companies.

Theese firms had moved 
court pre-empting recovery ac-
tions by tax authorities based 
on the notices. They argued 
that such actions could impact 
their operations, given conten-
tious nature of  the GST de-
mands. “The court’s interven-
t i o n  a d d r e s s e s  t h e s e 
apprehensions and ensures a 
fair hearing,” says Rastogi. The 

court has directed the consoli-
dation of  cases involving a 
batch of  gaming companies, 
with the next hearing sched-
uled for March 18, 2025. As per 
tax experts, this provides a 
timeline for stakeholders to 
present their arguments and 
for the judiciary to evaluate 
core issues in this controversy.

Shares of  gaming companies 
Delta Corp and Nazara Tech 
surged by up to 15%. Delta Corp 
shares closed with 4.4% gain 
while Narzara shares ended 
with a fall of  3.7%. The dispute 
arises over taxability prior to 
the October 2023 amendment, 
which clarified that 28% GST 
would be levied on threshold de-
posit amount. Prior to October 
1, 2023, they were paying 18% on 
revenue they earned and not on 
deposits. They argue that GST 
should only be levied on their 
platform fees or commission, as 
many of  these games involve 
skill rather than chance. 

SC relief to online gaming 
companies on GST issue
Court suspended proceedings until matter is finally adjudicated

By pausing proceedings, the court ensures that the demands don’t 
become time-barred during course of litigation, preserving scope for 
legal clarity without procedural hindrance

Abhishek Rastogi, lawyer

U M A  K A N N A N  @  Bengaluru

IT services company Infosys has 
alleged that US-based Cognizant 
has acted with anticompetitive 
malice aimed at stifling competi-
tion from the company. In its 50-
page counterclaim (viewed by 
TNIE) filed in the Northern Dis-
trict of  Texas against Cognizant, 
the Bengaluru-based fir m 
claimed Cognizant is fearful of  
legitimate competition from In-
fosys that it has resorted to “dra-
conian measures to prevent that 
competition”.

It accused Cognizant CEO 
Ravi Kumar of  misusing confi-
dential information. “Cogni-
zant has artificially raised en-
try bar riers through its 
exclusionary NDAA (Non-Dis-
closure and Access Agreement) 
provisions and engaged in gross 
impropriety by using its power 
to encourage employee disloy-
alty at Infosys and obtain its 
competitively sensitive infor-
mation,” the lawsuit claimed.

Infosys has requested for a 
jury trial. The counterclaim is 
a response to the August 2024 
lawsuit filed by TriZetto, Cog-
nizant’s subsidiary. Cognizant 
had accused Infosys of  stealing 
trade secrets related to health-
care insurance software.

Cognizant had acquired 
TriZetto, which is into health-
care space, in 2014. “Cognizant 

began weaponising the new-
found power it gained via its 
acquisition of  TriZetto’s payor 
software products, taking deci-
sive steps to make it harder for 
more efficient rivals like Info-
sys to compete head-to-head 
with Cognizant.” In order to 
challenge Cognizant’s domi-
nance in healthcare payor soft-
ware market, Infosys in 2019 
came up with Helix, a payor 
software platform.

Ravi Kumar was the primary 
executive sponsor of  Infosys He-
lix as he was then-president with 
the Bengaluru-based firm. “Ku-
mar had championed Infosys He-
lix from his senior position at 

Infosys.. But Kumar’s optimism 
and excitement for the Infosys 
Helix product suddenly changed 
in 2022. He began to pull back 
support of  Infosys Helix, declin-
ing requests for needed resourc-
es, which delayed the completion 
of  Infosys Helix by about 18 
months,” the lawsuit further 
said. In October 2022, Kumar re-
signed from Infosys, and later 
joined as Cognizant CEO.

“In addition to recruiting 
away Infosys leadership, Cogni-
zant is attempting to prevent In-
fosys from replacing payors’ 
non-Cognizant software with In-
fosys Helix by raising artificial 
barriers to interoperability with 

Cognizant products,” it said. In-
fosys alleged the anticompeti-
tive scheme is causing financial 
harm to  the company.   Cogni-
zant in a statement to TNIE said 
it is committed to upholding the 
highest standards of  integrity 
in business operations and will 
take action to address allega-
tions that compromise competi-
tive standing. “Cognizant en-
courages competition, but 
competitors can’t use Cogni-
zant’s IP to unfairly compete, as 
Infosys has done. Cognizant’s 
software products are widely 
used in marketplace for being 
best-in-class and most preferred 
among customers,” it added.

Infy files counterclaim against Cognizant

A R S H A D  K H A N  @  New Delhi

INVESTORS saw their wealth 
eroding by ̀ 6 lakh crore on Fri-
day as selling pressure brought 
down the domestic equity mar-
kets, with smallcap and midcap 
stocks bearing the brunt. Mar-
ket capitalisation of  BSE-listed 
companies dropped to `431.16 
lakh crore from ̀ 437 lakh crore 
in the previous session, a sig-
nificant loss of  ̀ 6 lakh crore in 
a single trading session.

While benchmark indices 
BSE Sensex and NSE Nifty 
managed to end Friday with 
minor losses, supported by a 
more than 5% surge in index 
heavyweight TCS, broader in-
dices like the Nifty Midcap 100 
and Nifty Smallcap 100 tumbled 
up to 2.60%.

In the midcap segment, ma-
jor decliners included Hudco, 
IDBI Bank, Tata Elxsi, Paytm, 
and Oberoi Realty, each shed-
ding over 5%. In the smallcap 
pack, losers were Aegis Logis-
tics, Five-Star Business, IFCI, 

Ircon International, Navin Flu-
orine, Piramal Pharma, Rail-
Tel, and Zee Entertainment.

Year-to-date in CY25, the Nif-
ty Midcap 100 and Smallcap 100 
indices have declined by 5% 
and 6%, respectively, reflecting 
a challenging period for these 
segments. The earnings of  
these entities are unable to 
match their premium valua-
tion.  The Sensex closed 241 
points, or 0.31%, lower at 
77,378.91, while the NSE Nifty50 
ended the session at 23,431.50, 

down 95 points, or 0.40%.
“Markets continued its down-

ward trajectory as rupee scal-
ing new lows due to strengthen-
ing dollar has further dampened 
investors’ sentiment. Amid 
concerns of  subdued economic 
growth and expectations of  a 
slowdown in the quarterly 
earnings, investors cut their 
bet on banking and mid & 
small-cap stocks,” said Prashan-
th Tapse, Senior VP (Research), 
Mehta Equities. 

Tapse added that with expen-
sive valuations of  Indian mar-
kets at large still a concern, in-
vestors would mostly resort to 
stock-specific activities. The 
selling pressure was so intense 
that 264 stocks, including blue 
chips such as Tata Steel, Coal 
India and Hero MotoCorp hit 
their 52-week lows during in-
traday trade. Of  the 4,078 trad-
ed stocks, 3,239 closed down on 
Friday. Except for IT, all other 
sectors faced selling pressure, 
with pharma, banking, and re-
alty leading the declines.

Investors lose `6 lakh crore as 
midcap, smallcap stocks plunge

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @  New Delhi

H LAKSHMANAN, former ex-
ecutive director of  Sundaram 
Clayton and a key member of  
Chennai-based TVS group, 
passed away at 92, leaving  
behind a legacy that spans sev-
en decades. Lakshmanan 
leaves behind his son and two 
daughters. 

Known affectionately as  
HL, he exemplified a rare  
combination of  strategic bril-
liance and unwavering ethical 
principles that became the  
cornerstone of  TVS Group’s 
corporate culture.

Starting at just twenty years 
old, Lakshmanan worked close-
ly with TVS Motor founder TS 
Srinivasan (Cheema). Together, 
they built the country’s largest 
auto components g roup,  
laying the foundation for  
future growth.

 When the untimely passing 
of  TS Srinivasan brought Venu 
Srinivasan to lead Sundaram 

Clayton and the moped busi-
ness, Lakshmanan became an 
invaluable guide through chal-
lenging times. 

“Through him I learnt the 
wisdom that had been passed 
down by my father. HL had an 
ability to think clearly, counsel 
sagely and work tirelessly, and 
he was my rock of  Gibraltar,” 
said Venu Srinivasan, Chair-
man Emeritus, TVS Motor. “He 
would never settle for less and 
in a great measure what TVS is 

today, is thanks to his dedica-
tion and sense of  duty.”

 Lakshmanan’s negotiation 
and strategic planning skills 
played a crucial role in trans-
forming TVS Motor from a 
moped maker into a global 
brand. Alongside he built Sun-
daram Clayton into what it is 
today. Lakshmanan also orches-
trated the turnaround of  TVS 
Credit into a thriving NBFC 
serving millions of  customers.

“He was the person I would 
turn to the most when I took 
over at Sundaram Clayton, and 
it was remarkable how he men-
tored me with the same enthu-
siasm and patience as he did 
my father,” said Lakshmi Venu, 
Managing Director, Sundaram-
Clayton Ltd. “He made a com-
plex business, simple.”

 Sudarshan Venu, Managing 
Director, TVS Motor, said, “To 
the younger generation he 
passed on lessons in values that 
have thrived since my grandfa-
ther’s time.”

TVS veteran H Lakshmanan dies 
at 92 due to age-related ailments

D I P A K  M O N D A L  @  New Delhi

INDUSTRIAL production in-
creased to a seven-month high 
of  5.2% year-on-year in Novem-
ber 2024 as compared to 3.7% in 
October, thanks largely to a 
low-base effect. In November 
2023, industrial production has 
risen by a moderate 2.5%.

Production by the mining 
sector in November grew at 
1.9% y-o-y compared to 0.9% in 
October. Manufacturing sector 
posted output growth of  5.8% 
in November against 4.4% in 
October. Electricity generation 
grew by 4.4% year-on-year com-
pared to 2% in October.

Though sequentially, indus-
trial production contracted by 
1.2% in November as the effect 
of  festive season waned earlier 
this year. Despite the November 
industrial production growth 
largely attributed to low base 
effect, experts see this as a posi-
tive indicator. “November 2024 
IIP adds to the recent spate of  
data that have shown somewhat 

better growth, vis-a-vis Q2FY25. 
These include core industries, 
E-way bills, cement production, 
passenger vehicle sales among 
others, underscoring that Q2 in-
deed was a growth trough,” 
says a QuantEco note.

The Second quarter GDP 
growth crashed to 5.4% result-
ing in the government moder-
ating the FY25 GDP growth rate 
to 6.4%, which is lower than the 
RBI’s 6.6% estimate. Econo-
mists at SBI have estimated an 
even lower GDP growth number 
for FY25 at 6.3%.

As per rating agency Crisil, 
the festive season led to a rise in 
production of  consumer discre-
tionary products. Consumer du-
rables saw strongest rise in in-
dex (13.1% in Nov) among major 
production sectors. “The rise 
was seen across low and high 
value items including clothing, 
electronics, furniture and auto-
mobiles. Consumer non-dura-
bles grew much weaker (0.6%),” 
noted Dharmakirti Joshi, Chief  
Economist at Crisil.

R A K E S H  K U M A R  @  New Delhi

THE call quality of  Reliance 
Jio, country’s largest telecom 
service provider, was lowest 
and there was also higher per-
centage of  unsuccessful call at-
tempts on its network in Delhi 
compared to its competitors 
Bharti Airtel and Vodafone 
Idea, said the Telecom Regula-
tory Authority of  India (TRAI) 
in a report, released on Friday, 
based on a test conducted by it. 

As per the report, Jio has a 
lowest call setup success rate of  
94.00%, which means higher 
percentage of  failed call at-
tempts. Both Airtel and VIL 
have a call setup success rate of  
99.25%. When it comes to call 
drops, which refer to calls that 
are disconnected before comple-
tion, Jio performed poorly along 
with VIL. Airtel outperformed 
the others. While Airtel report-
ed an exceptionally low call drop 
rate of  0.12%, Jio and VIL had 
higher rate of  0.23%, relatively 
low call drop rates overall. In 
Hyderabad too Jio has highest 
call drop with 0.3% while Airtel 
and VIL reporting 0.00%.

In Maharashtra, VIL has a 
call drop rate of  0.31%, while Jio 
and Airtel report 0.00%, which 
means there were no call drops 
observed in their networks.

Jio struggled with call silence 
or call mute issues in Delhi, 
where a call is connected but no 
audio is heard. Jio had the high-

est mute rate at 3.01%. In com-
parison, Airtel reported the 
lowest mute rate at 0.55%, high-
lighting its superior call audio 
performance. VIL had a mute 
rate of  2.34%, meaning while it 
faced fewer issues than Jio, it 
still encountered notable audio 
problems during calls.

TRAI on Friday released a re-
port on independent drive tests 
(IDT) conducted in four cities—
Delhi, Jaipur, Ahmednagar, and 
Hyderabad— during Sept-Oct 
2024. The tests assessed the per-
formance of  voice and data 
services across networks of  all 
telcos in these regions.

In terms of  call establish-
ment time, which measures 
how long it takes to connect a 
call after initiation, Jio excelled 
among the private telcos in Del-
hi. Jio took 0.73 seconds to es-
tablish a call, while Airtel and 
VIL took 0.82 seconds and 1.55 
seconds, respectively.  In terms 
of  data download performance, 
Jio leads, followed by Airtel 
and VIL in Delhi. 

Low-base effect lifts 
industrial production 
to seven-month high

Reliance Jio’s call 
quality lowest, Airtel 
performs best: TRAI

Need common 
mechanism to 
track SME fund 
usage: SBI chief 
E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @  Mumbai

THERE is an urgent need to de-
velop a common mechanism to 
track the end-use of  funds 
raised via debt and equity from 
capital markets by small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) to 
give comfort to lenders and in-
vestors and make pricing more 
competitive, State Bank chair-
man CS Setty said on Friday.

In recent years, fintech and 
banks have started to dig deep 
for credit information from pub-
licly available data and use ana-
lytics to create a credit profile 
for all borrowers, especially the 
borrowers from the small and 
medium enterprises. There is a 
need to formalise and collate all 
these disparate sources of  infor-
mation and create a repository 
to enable investors to make in-
formed decisions, he said.

Bankers say small units are 
mostly managed by individuals 
or families, thus lacking a 
broader decision making and 
risk assessments, leading to a 
weaker distinction between the 
operations of  business and 
household accounts. This rais-
es questions about the diver-
sion of  funds and makes assess-
ments  about  re payment 
capability in times of  stress.

“We will require a viable 
mechanism to track the actual 
use of  the funds being raised to 
ensure that the funds are uti-
lised for the purposes they have 
been raised for,” Setty said.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Forex reserves slump to 
10-month low of $635 bn
Mumbai: Amid weakening rupee, 
RBI continued to sell dollar to 
prevent it from falling further, 
leading to a significant drop in the 
forex reserves for the fifth 
consecutive week. Reserves fell to 
a 10-month low of $634.59 billion 
for the week ending Jan 3. ENS

‘Mandatory for banks to 
offer fixed rate products’ 
New Delhi: The RBI on Friday said it 
is mandatory for banks to offer 
fixed interest rate product in all 
equated installment based 
personal loan categories. During the 
tenure of loan, any rise in EMI/tenor 
on account of external benchmark 
rate should be communicated. ENS

SpiceJet to add 10 
aircraft by April 2025 
New Delhi: SpiceJet said on  
Friday it will unground 10 aircraft 
by mid-April 2025 to strengthen  
its network and operational 
capabilities. These will include  
four Boeing 737 MAX planes.  This 
initiative will increase the airline’s 
current fleet size of 28 aircraft. ENS

Cognizant 
encourages 

competition, but 
competitors can’t 

use Cognizant IP 
to compete, as 
Infy has done. 

Cognizant’s 
software 

products are used 
in marketplace 

for being best-in-
class and most 

preferred among 
customers

Cognizant statement

TUSSLE OVER 
TRADE SECRETS

Infy alleges that Cognizant 
 is so fearful of legitimate 

competition from the company

In its counterclaim, Infosys 
alleged that Kumar joined 

Cognizant and used 
his inside knowledge 

of Infosys Helix’s 
functionality

AUG 24
Cognizant had  
filed a lawsuit 

against Infosys 
accusing the 

company of stealing 
trade secrets

OCT 22
Kumar resigned 

from Infosys and 
joined Cognizant as 

its new CEO

Cognizant  
said it is 

committed to 
upholding 

highest 
standards of 

integrity in 
business 

operations 
and will take 

decisive action 
to address any 

allegations

It claims the company has 
resorted to draconian measures 

to prevent competition
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Jude Bellingham and Rodrygo struck to earn Real Madrid a 3-0 win over 
Real Mallorca on Thursday and set up a Spanish Super Cup final clash 
with rivals Barcelona. Madrid have the chance to earn revenge for their 
heavy Clasico defeat in La Liga in October after Bellingham’s clinical 
second-half strike sent them on their way to victory in Saudi Arabia.

Real win to set up Clasico  
Spanish Super Cup final

A G E N C I E S  @ Melbourne

IGA Swiatek, a self-described 
‘control freak,’ is taking new 
precautions — including hold-
ing on to extra samples of  medi-
cine she takes, in case they need 
to be tested at some point — af-
ter a doping case she described 
Friday as “probably, like, the 
worst time in my life.” Jannik 
Sinner, another player who 
spent time at No 1 and tested 
positive in 2024, said ahead of  
the Australian Open, where he’s 
the defending champion, that he 
hasn’t been told when the WA-
DA’s appeal of  his exoneration 
will be heard in court.

“I know exactly as much as 
you guys know,” Sinner said in 
response to a reporter’s ques-
tion on Friday. “We are in a 
stage where we don’t know 
many, many things.” As confi-
dent as he repeatedly has said 
he is about the eventual out-
come, the 23-year-old Italian ac-
knowledged that it’s on his mind 
as the year’s first Grand Slam 
tournament is set to begin Sun-
day (Saturday ET). 

“Yeah, you think about this, 
of  course,” Sinner said. “I would 
lie if  I would tell you I forget.” 
Sinner tested positive twice for 
anabolic steroid.

Signs of promise & more 
from Satwik and Chirag
Indian duo post third victory in ongoing Malaysia Open to enter semis

S W A R O O P  S W A M I N A T H A N 
@ Chennai

THE gun duo of  Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty 
advanced to the semifinal of  
the season-opening Malaysia 
Open (Super 1000) in Kuala 
Lumpur on Friday. The usually 
ebullient partnership calmly 
went about their business be-
fore despatching locals, Yew 
Sin Ong and Ee Yi Teo, 26-24, 21-
15 across 50 minutes. They will 
next face South Korea’s Won 
Ho Kim and Seung Jae Seo for 
a place in Sunday’s final. 

Just after the final point 
played itself  out in the match’s 
second stanza — an unforced 
error by a Malaysian racquet 
after a short rally — the Indian 
pair shook hands without much 
gusto. Another match ticked. A 
chore completed. Going into 
the semifinals to kick-start a 
year just after the Olympic-
sized disappointment in Paris. 

Post their below par return 
in the French capital last Au-
gust, they took some time out 
(this is only their second com-
petition and first since the Chi-
na Open last November) to 
heal. They also parted ways 
with Mathias Boe, who had 
made the pair an almost all-
conquering, always hungry 
machine capable of  owning 
most badminton arenas around 
the world (it was under his 
watch that the pair became 
World No 1 apart from helping 
the country win the Thomas 
Cup in 2022). 

Just after the Olympics, 
when the true elite come back 
into competition, it can be a bit 
so-so for multiple reasons. One, 
because they have to stop rumi-
nating about the past and look 
towards the future. Two, the 
body and mind can take some 
time to go again after the famil-
iar but unforgiving four-year 
cycle of  pain in exchange for 
ultimate glory. 

When viewed through that 

prism, the top Indian doubles 
pair can already be pretty hap-
py with how they have started 
the season. It’s what they said 
after they ousted a Malaysian 
pair for a second straight day. “I 
don’t think we could have start-
ed on a better note,” the pair 
told BWF after the win on Fri-
day. “We want to go deep into 
the tournament.” 

It’s also important for the 
pair to notch up these not in-
signficant early wins as they 
begin their second innings un-
der Tan Kim Her, the coach 
who played a big role in getting 
Sat-Chi together before the 2016 
Olympics. “We have worked 
with him in the past,” Shetty 
had said after the pre-quarter-
final win on Thursday. “He got 
us to a level where we could 
challenge the best in the world. 
Really happy to have him back. 
It’s still early days now and 
good to be training under him.”  
The immediate goal under Her 
is for these two to get back into 
the top five (they are now ninth, 
a worrying fall). “After the Ol-
ympics, we didn’t play a lot of  
tournaments,” Shetty said. 
“The goal is to go as far as pos-
sible in this tournament and 

get into the top five.” 
Rankireddy was even more 

intimate when asked about 
Her’s impact on their journey. 
“If  he’s not there, there’s no 
Sat-Chi.” 

What they did well on Friday 
was to win the interchanges at 
the net apart from building up 
an impressive head of  steam in 
the second game. Post the inter-
val, they bullied their oppo-
nents into submission. It’s 
when they are at their best — 
quick death. The key to that 
was to win the opening game, 
something Rankireddy alluded 
to. “It’s always like that with 
them,” he said. “First game is 
always crucial with them, 
whenever we played... so we 
were leading 19-16 but they 
came back. Then the crowd 
supported them but we were 
prepared for that. We were very 
positive till the end.”

No balm can be strong 
enough for the duo to forget the 
heartache of  going down 
against Aaron Chia and Soh 
Wooi Yik in the quarterfinals at 
Paris but a title is a title and it 
could be a necessary baby step 
for the pair as they aim to get 
back on track.

Rawal rises in India’s chase vs Ireland 

Jayant & Pravin’s partnership helps 
TN capture Cooch Behar Trophy

K A L Y A N I  M A N G A L E  @ Chennai

AT one point in India’s chase of  
239 at Niranjan Shah Stadium 
in Rajkot, Pratika Rawal had 
the best seat in the house with 
captain Smriti Mandhana con-
tinuing her 2024 form with the 
bat. As was the case, Orla Pren-
dergast dropped the ball a bit 
short and the left-hander pulled 
it for a four. Earlier, young Geor-
gina Dempsey had met the same 
fate. Rawal, at this time, after 
opening the batting with Mand-
hana in three ODIs, is used to 
watching it from the non-strik-
er’s end. 

In the third over, it was Raw-
al’s turn. A beautiful cover 
drive, a result of  her immacu-
late hand-eye coordination. A 
spectacular pull shot in front of  
the square followed. On the bat-
ting track where Ireland scored 

their highest ODI score against 
India, Indian openers did what 
was needed. Make the most of  
the early fielding restrictions. 
While Mandhana went all guns 
blazing, Rawal was ready to give 
her the strike and hit an occa-
sional bad delivery that came 
her way. That aggression result-
ed in Mandhana’s eventual 
downfall for 41, but India were 
well on top of  the chase at that 
time. Once Mandhana went 
back, the scoring rate slowed, 
Rawal did what she was sup-
posed to do and kept the score-
board ticking. Harleen Deol and 
Jemimah Rodrigues perished 
while trying to score some quick 
runs, Rawal stayed strong at the 
crease. She was asked to carry 
her bat in the innings and it 
looked like she was ready to 
play that role. “We had a really 
good start and the wicket was 

really nice. When the wickets 
were falling, I was just trying to 
keep it simple and trying to play 
my shots. If  I have been given a 
responsibility to play till the 
end, so I was trying to contrib-
ute to the team,” Rawal told me-
dia after the match.

Rawal found a partner in Te-
jal Hasabnis to steady the ship 

as the duo added 116 runs off  84 
balls to take India close to vic-
tory. Hasabnis, who got the op-
portunity in the playing XI for 
the first time since the home se-
ries against New Zealand, show-
cased her mettle batting at five. 
“At the end, Tejal played really 
well,” Rawal complimented her 
batting partner in the post-
match presentation. 

It is early in her career, but 
Rawal has played her role with 
ease. While she has faced bowl-
ers from the West Indies and 
Ireland on the wickets where 
batting was relatively easy, it 
will be interesting to see if  she 
has impressed the decision-
makers to make it count for the 
World Cup selection. Brief scores: 
Ireland 238/7 in 50 ovs (Lewis 92, Paul 59; 
Mishra 2/59) lost to India 241/4 in 34.3 Ovs 
(Rawal 89, Hasabnis 53 n.o.; Maguire 3/57).

Full story: newindianexpress.com

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu won the final of  
the Cooch Behar tournament 
on virtue of  first innings lead 
over Gujarat. RK Jayant’s in-
valuable 91 and a resolute 42 
from R Pravin proved to be the 
difference in the end as it al-
lowed the visitors to take a lead 
of  33 runs in the summit clash 
of  the age-group tournament at 
the Narendra Modi Stadium on 
Friday. 

It seemed like Gujarat would 
walk away with the honours 
but that was before Jayant and 
Pravin’s 104-run stand for the 
eighth wicket. Needing an out-
right win to claim the title, the 
hosts declared at 172/7 to leave 
the visitors with a target of  140 
in a minimum of  40 overs. 

But knowing they already 
had the Cup in the bag, they 
never really threatened to go 
after the target. After 21 overs 
with the visitors at 55/1, play 
ended. 

“We are a very happy lot,” 
said J Hemchudeshan, the visi-
tors’ lead spinner with 47 tour-

nament scalps.
“Teamwork and players step-

ping up their game at the right 
moment helped us bag the title. 
Our coach Shanmugham sir’s 
guidance too came in handy.”

Overnight, Tamil Nadu re-
quired 23 runs with three wick-
ets in hand to take the lead. 

“Overnight, we were a bit 
anxious as we needed 23 runs 
with three wickets in hand. 

Jayant and Pravin played bril-
liantly to post a century stand. 
This partnership at the crucial 
moment helped us bag the title. 
Hats off  to Jayant for his 91 
valuable runs and Pravin’s sol-
id support.”
Brief scores: Gujarat 380 & 172/7 decl in 
25.1 ovs (Chavda 49, Rudra 33, Gohil 42) 
drew with TN 413 in 150.1 ovs (Kishore 54, 
Ambrish 85, Jayant 91, Pravin 42, Keval 3/116, 
Khilan 5/164) and 55/1 in 21 ovs.

Hard-fought win for  
TN Dragons in HIL
A G E N C I E S  @ Rourkela

TAMIL NADU Dragons extend-
ed their winning run as they 
rode on goals from Karthi Sel-
vam (16’) and Uttam Singh (37’) 
to earn a hard-fought win 
against the Bengal Tigers in an 
enthralling Hockey India 
League match at the Birsa 
Munda Hockey Stadium on Fri-
day.  A cagey first half  saw nei-
ther team threaten the goal in 
the opening 10 minutes before 
the Tamil Nadu Dragons 
switched gears. They made reg-
ular visits to the opposition cir-
cle and had a chance to take the 
lead in the final minute via a 
corner, but Jamie Carr made a 
sharp save to his right to deny 
Blake Govers.

Dragons did not have to wait 
long to take the lead as Karthi 
scored within seconds of  the 
second quarter. Uttam played a 
delightful aerial pass across 
the goal and Karthi was at the 
right place at the right time to 
caress the ball home and score 
his second goal of  the season. 
Bengal Tigers won a penalty 
corner in the 35th minute, but 
Harte was up to the task as he 
blocked Sam Lane’s attempt. 

However, Rupinder Pal Singh 
scored from a penalty stroke to 
earn his side the much-needed 
equaliser. Dragons went on to 
grab the lead in the 37th minute, 
much against the run of  play, 
as a lovely long pass found Mor-
tiz Ludwig in the circle and he 
played an inch-perfect pass for 
Uttam, who calmly slotted it 
into the back of  the net to make 
it 2-1. Dragons were reduced to 
10 men when Ludwig received 
a yellow card in the 54th minute 
and it got worse as Chandan  
Yadav also got a yellow card in 
the 58th minute. But the Tamil 
Nadu side held firm to get the 
victory.

Satwiksairaj  Rankireddy (R) & Chirag Shetty in action |  BWF/BADMINTON PHOTO

Bhambri-Olivetti team 
exits ASB Classic
NEW DELHI: India’s Yuki Bhambri 
and his French partner Albano 
Olivetti frittered away a solid 
start to make a semifinal exit 
from the ASB Classic in 
Auckland. The Indo-French pair 
had the momentum but the top 
seeded pair of Nikola Mektic and 
Michael Venus bounced back 
strongly to win 3-6, 6-1, 5-10.

Inter Kashi go top with 
1-0 win over Dempo
MARGAO: Inter Kashi secured a 
narrow 1-0 win over Dempo SC in 
a tense I-League encounter at 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium 
here on Friday. Joni Kauko’s late 
strike in the 88th minute proved 
to be the difference, propelling 
Inter Kashi to the top of the 
league standings with 14 points 
from seven matches. 

Jay Shah to be feted by 
BCCI at its SGM 
MUMBAI: International Cricket 
Council (ICC) chairman Jay Shah 
will be felicitated by the BCCI’s 
state units on the sidelines of 
the Special General Meeting, 
scheduled here on Sunday. Shah, 
a former BCCI secretary, became 
the youngest ICC chairman after 
he was elected unopposed in 
August last year.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Swiatek, Sinner  
discuss doping

TN Dragons’ Karthi Selvam (L) rejoices 
after scoring on Friday |  HIL

The victorious Tamil Nadu team that won the Cooch Behar tournament on Friday

RSPB vs WFI: Railway wrestlers may miss out on National Games
F I R O Z  M I R Z A  @ Chennai

ONCE again the rift between 
the Railway Sports Promotion 
Board (RSPB) and Wrestling 
Federation of  India (WFI) is set 
to jeopardise the future of  grap-
plers. Not long before most of  
the Railway wrestlers were de-
prived of  a chance to compete 
at the senior national champi-
onships organised by the WFI 
in Bengaluru over the federa-
tion’s suspension issue. As 
things stand, they may miss 
out on a chance to compete at 
the 38th National Games sched-
uled to begin in Uttarakhand 
on January 28. 

State wrestling associations 
had sent the entries to their re-
spective state Olympic associa-
tions. According to a source, 
the list only features wrestlers, 
who have finished in Top 15 of  
the senior national champion-
ship in each weight category. 
The Games, like Olympics, will 
have competitions in six weight 
categories in each style (men’s 
freestyle and Greco-Roman and 
women’s wrestling). Uttara-
khand, the host state, will have 
a quota in each weight category 
taking total competitors in eve-
ry division to 16.

Paris Olympic bronze medal-
list Aman Sehrawat and 2024

World Championship bronze 
medallist in 59kg Mansi Ahla-
wat are among the wrestlers 
employed by the Indian Rail-
ways, who are likely to miss the 
National Games.”I didn’t com-
pete at the senior nationals but 
want to participate in the 
National Games. My 
home state Haryana 
has already sent the en-
tries so I competed at
the 62kg selection trials 
in Uttarakhand and 
stood first,” Mansi told this 
daily. She, however, admitted 
that her chances of  making the 
Uttarakhand squad seems low 
with this new controversy. “I 

don’t know but I was told 
by a few fellow wrestlers 
that I will not be al-
lowed to compete. If  so 
this could be a big loss 
for Railway wrestlers. 

National Games matter 
a lot as medals here help 

us get promotion and other ben-
efits,” she added.

Dheeraj Chaudhary, a 130kg 
Greco-Roman wrestler who 

pulled out of  the Bengaluru na-
tionals despite winning the 
first bout under mysterious cir-
cumstances, could also miss 
the Games. Looking confident 
to represent Rajasthan, the 
state unit he was playing for in 
the nationals before withdraw-
ing, Dheeraj said, “I will com-
pete as the Railway Sports Pro-
motion Board (RSPB) has given 
per mission.” However, it 

doesn’t look that straightfor-
ward for Dheeraj as a WFI 
source said that Dheeraj’s 
name has not been included in 
the entry list from Rajasthan. 

Prem Chand Lochab, RSPB 
secretary, when enquired about 
this said the board has request-
ed Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) president to allow Rail-
way wrestlers to compete. He 
also shared a letter sent to the 
IOA by the RSPB.

“It is pertinent to mention 
that after suspension of  WFI, 
the chances of  RSPB’s wres-
tlers for participation in recog-
nised national level tourna-
ments as also their chances of  

selection for participation in 
international championships 
are significantly reduced,” the 
letter dated December 26 read.

“In view of  the above, it is re-
quested to kindly permit RSPB 
for sending its wrestling team/
wrestlers to participate in the 
upcoming 38th National Games 
2025,” added the letter. Interest-
ingly, the RSPB secretary also 
requested the IOA to hold wres-
tling competitions in all 10 
weight categories instead of  
six Olympic divisions. Speak-
ing on the deadline, Lochab 
said the RSPB had sent the re-
quest well in advance.
 Full story: newindianexpress.com

 Date: February 8 to 14   Venue: Yogasthali Khel Parisar, 
Roshnabad Stadium, Haridwar  Weight 
categories (kgs): Women’s wrestling: 50, 53, 
57, 62, 68, 76; men’s freestyle: 57, 65, 74, 86, 97, 

125; men’s Greco-Roman: 60, 67, 77, 87, 97, 130.  Participants: Top 
15 plus one quota for Uttarakhand in each weight category

WRESTLING AT NG

ISL: Punjab FC 
hold NorthEast
GUWAHATI: NorthEast United 
and Punjab FC played out a 1-1 
draw in their Indian Super 
League match at the Indira 
Gandhi Athletic Stadium here 
on Friday. NorthEast took the 
lead in the 24th minute through 
Alaaeddine Ajaraie but Punjab 
struck the equaliser in the 82nd 
minute through Khaiminthang 
Lhungdim to snap their four-
match losing streak.

The Highlanders were on  
the offensive in the opening 30 
minutes,  with their key  
creative outlet Jithin MS, who 
has five assists to his name this 
season. The breakthrough 
came in the 24th minute 
through Ajaraie.

SPORTZPICS

Convincing victory  
for boxer Lakshya
Bareily: Defending champion 
Lakshya Chahar (80kg) gave a 
dominant performance to beat 
Railways’ Sahil by a unanimous 
decision as boxers from Services 
Sports Control Board (SSCB) 
continued to dominate the 
senior men’s National 
Championship. Chahar advanced 
to the second round.

A G E N C I E S  @ London

MANAGERLESS Everton ad-
vanced to the fourth round of  
the FA Cup after a 2-0 victory 
over third-division Peterbor-
ough on Thursday. Everton 
made the surprise announce-
ment that Sean Dyche had been 
fired just hours before hosting 
Peterborough, with under-18s 
coach Leighton Baines and club 
captain Seamus Coleman put 
in temporary charge. It had an 
immediate effect with goals 
from Beto and Iliman Ndiaye 
securing the relegation-threat-
ened club’s place in the next 
round.Meanwhile Fulham beat 
Watford 4-1.

Beto (c) celebrates after scoring 
Everton’s opening goal |  AFP

Everton reach 
Rd 4 in FA Cup

E N S  @ Chennai

ST GEORGE’S Park witnessed 
two-gun bowling performances 
as MI Cape Town cantered past
Sunrisers Eastern Cape, the de-
fending champions, in the in-
augural match of  the third sea-
son of  the SA20. 

After Trent Boult set the in-
nings for Cape Town with a 
typical burst with the new ball, 
Delano Potgieter ran through 
the spine with an inspired 
bowling performance at the 
back end to claim five wickets 
for 10 across three overs. That 
resulted in them winning the 
opener by 97 runs. It certainly 
sets up the league as Eastern 
Cape have won the title two 
years in a row.

Batting first on a two-faced 
surface, the Cape Town fran-
chise didn’t get off  to a good 
start as the experienced Rassie 
van der Dussen (16 off  15), 
Reeza Hendricks (0), Connor 

Esterhuizen and (22 off  21) 
were all back in the pavilion in-
side the first seven overs. That’s 
when the mercurial Dewald 
Brevis (57 off  29) provided some 
substantial muscle as his six 
sixes lifted the scoring rate to 
eight runs and beyond. Potgi-
eter finished the rebuild with a 
crisp, unbeaten 12-ball 25 to 
help them to 174. That was go-
ing to be a mountain on this 
tricky surface. It soon became 
Everestian after Boult had ac-
counted for both Zak Crawley 
and Tom Abell with the new 
ball. Aiden Markram and Tris-
tan Stubbs, the two diamonds 
in this batting line-up, battled 
against the tide for a while. 
Once they were accounted for, 
the innings folded. 

Delano Potgieter celebrates 

Brevis, Potgieter inspire Eastern Cape 
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