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Amid an unprecedented
rush of devotees who had
been camping in and
around the Sabarimala Ay-
yappa temple for the past
few days, the Makaravilak-
ku festival was celebrated
at the temple on Tuesday.

Thousands of devotees
waited for hours to catch a
glimpse of the Makarajyoti,
the celestial star that ap-
pears on the eastern hori-
zon of the Sannidhanam,
and the Makaravilakku
deeparadhana, performed
atop the Ponnambalame-
du hillock facing the
temple.

Before the ritual, Ku-
lathinal Gangadharan Pil-
lai, who headed a 26-mem-

ber team carrying the
sacred jewels from the
Pandalam palace, handed
over the jewellery box to
Tantri Kantararu Brahma-
dathan and Melsanti Arun-
kumar Namboothiri. The
deity was adorned with the
‘thiruvabharanam’ and the
deeparadhana was per-
formed at 6.40 p.m.

The Makarasankrama
puja was performed at the
Ayyappa temple earlier in
the day. 

On January 19
The annual pilgrimage sea-
son will draw to a close on
January 19 with the Guruti
ritual at Malikappuram.

Estimates suggest that
over 50 lakh people would
have visited the temple by
the end of the season.
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