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Ekadasi celebrations

On a grand scale: A procession being taken out with the idol of Guruvayur Sreekrishna Temple on Wednesday in connection with the

Ekadasi celebrations. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The second edition of the
Kerala Film Market organ-
ised jointly by the Kerala
State Film Development
Corporation (KSFDC) and
the Kerala State Chalachi-
tra Academy opened in the
capital on Wednesday, two
days ahead of the 29th In-
ternational Film Festival of
Kerala. 

The three-day event,
aimed at tapping Malaya-
lam cinema’s market over-
seas, also has a series of
knowledge-sharing ses-
sions led by acclaimed �lm
personalities.

Inaugurating the �lm
market, Minister for Cultu-

ral A�airs Saji Cherian said
that the second edition of
the initiative is modelled
on similar programmes or-
ganised along with major
�lm festivals. It is aimed at
developing Malayalam ci-
nema as a cultural, creative
industry to tap its possibili-
ties in the global market. 

He said that the second
edition of the market has
three novel elements com-
pared to the �rst edition -
B2B meetings, workshops,
and masterclasses. The

�rst phase of the Chithraja-
li studio will be commis-
sioned by 2025 as part of
the government’s initia-
tives to make available
modern technology to Ma-
layalam cinema. 

Mr. Cherian felicitated
�lmmaker and KSFDC
chairperson Shaji N. Karun
on being chosen for the J.C.
Daniel Award this year. 

One of the major events
as part of the �lm market
on Wednesday was a cine-
matography workshop led
by French cinematogra-
pher Agnes Godard,
known for her long part-
nership with �lmmaker
Claire Denis. Another
workshop on background
music in cinema was led by

French musician Beatrice
Thiriet.

The �lm market events
are being organised across
three venues- Tagore
theatre premises, Chith-
ranjali studio and Kalabha-
van theatre. Producers and
�lmmakers from Kerala
will have an opportunity to
interact with Keiko Funato,
founder of French �lm
sales agency Alpha Violet,
and �lm producer Ingrid
Lil Hogtun, managing di-
rector of Barents�lms AS.
Hogtun, will lead a master-
class on co-production and
�nancing, while Juliette
Sales will lead a screenwri-
ter masterclass and Sree-
kar Prasad will lead an edit-
ing masterclass. 
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The three-day event
aims at tapping
Malayalam cinema’s
market overseas

In deference to a Kerala
High Court order, the Thi-
ruvananthapuram City
police on Wednesday ar-
rested at least 35 people,
including 21 Communist
Party of India (Marxist)
[CPI(M)] workers, on the
charge of obstructing the
free movement of vehicles
and pedestrians by erect-
ing an expansive stage
across a busy road abutting
the district court premises
at Vanchiyoor here last
week. 

The accused in the case
included CPI(M) Vanchi-
yoor area committee secre-
tary Vanchiyoor Babu.

The Vanchiyoor police
released the accused on
station house bail after
subjecting them to due le-
gal process. 

The suspects also in-
cluded those who provid-
ed lighting, seating, and a
public address system for
the event. The police

booked them under va-
rious sections of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita. 

The CPI(M) had set up
the stage and laid out
scores of seats for holding
the party’s Vanchiyoor
area conference. 

The construction of the
stage and holding of the
area conference on a
much-used road had trig-
gered a controversy. It �-
gured prominently on con-
ventional and social
media, putting the CPI(M)
in Thiruvananthapuram
on the defensive. 

PIL lodged
A public interest litigant
had moved the court, ac-
cusing the CPI(M) of violat-
ing a 2010 High Court or-
der banning public
meetings on roads and
roadsides, including pave-
ments. 

He accused the CPI(M)
of holding the court in con-
tempt by blocking the Up-
pidamoodu-Vanchiyoor
road for the conference. 

CPI(M) meet on road:
21 party activists
among 35 booked 
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The Kerala State Energy
Conservation Awards 2024
have been announced.

Fertilisers and Chemi-
cals Travancore Ltd
(FACT), Ernakulam, and
Peekay Steel Castings Pvt
Ltd, Kozhikode, have been
jointly awarded the Kerala
State Energy Conservation
Award in the large-scale
energy consumer category.
The award carries a cash
prize of ₹1 lakh.

The awardees
VKL Seasoning Pvt Ltd,
Alappuzha, was conferred
the award in the medium-
scale energy consumers
category. 

Mar Sleeva Medicity, Pa-
la, Kottayam, is the winner
in the category for build-
ings. Amal Jyothi College of
Engineering, Kanjirappal-
ly, won the award in the ca-
tegory for institutions and
organisations. 

V-Guard Industries Ltd,
Ernakulam, received the
award in the promoters of
energy-e�cient products
category.

The winners were se-
lected by a State-Level
Monitoring Committee for
Energy Conservation in
Kerala after evaluating 78
entries.
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