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Internal complaints com-
mittee (ICC) must be
formed in all workplaces,

Kerala State Women’s
Commission member Indi-
ra Raveendran said here
on Friday.

Speaking after a district-
level adalat held at Asra-

mam, she highlighted the
need for compulsory inter-
nal complaints committees
in all workplaces, as per
the POSH Act. She ob-
served that even large cor-

porate organisations often
failed to set up ICCs in their
o�ces.

“They tend to con�ne
these committees to their
head o�ces or zonal o�c-

es, neglecting branch and
regional o�ces. Most of
the cases that came up
during the adalat were re-
lated to this,” she said.

Ms. Raveendran said the

commission had been de-
manding the implementa-
tion of ICCs in schools, a di-
rective that had also been
issued by the General Edu-
cation department. 
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S. Somanath, chairperson,
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO), has un-
derscored the need for in-
vesting in state-of-the-art
test facilities in India in the
area of aerodynamics.

Mr. Somanath was in-
augurating SAROD-2024, a
symposium on applied ae-
rodynamics and design of
aerospace vehicles hosted
by the Vikram Sarabhai
Space Centre ((VSSC) here
on Thursday. 

He went on to add that
industry-level test facilities
called for huge investment. 

While ISRO has
achieved a certain level of
test capability over the
years, the tests for the Ga-
ganyaan human space-
�ight programme revealed
that internal facilities could

accommodate “hardly
30%” of the test require-
ments. “Much of the test
requirements could not be
met even with the national-
level facilities. So we had to
go outside the country and
seek the help of testing
agencies to generate the
data,” Mr. Somanath said. 

Enrichment of skill and
knowledge is vital for
working on aerodynamic
vehicles, the ISRO chair-
person said. 

He also stressed the im-
portance of continued col-
laboration among national-
level institutions such as IS-
RO, Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), Council of Scien-
ti�c and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR) laboratories
and academia in building
“newer capabilities.”

VSSC director S. Unnik-
rishnan Nair presided. 

Need to invest in test
facilities in India, says
ISRO chairperson 
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Seven goats on a farm in
Kalady were suspected to
have been killed by a pack
of stray dogs in the early
hours of Friday. 

The farm owner report-
edly heard no noise, likely
due to the heavy rain that
lashed the area at the time. 

Residents have raised
concerns about the grow-
ing stray dog menace.

Seven goats
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Following the road acci-
dent that claimed the lives
of six medical students,
authorities have imposed
time restrictions at Alap-
puzha Government Medi-
cal College hostel. 

As per the decision
agreed upon in the parent-
teacher association meet-
ing, �rst-year MBBS stu-

dents must return to the
hostel by 7.30 p.m. At pre-
sent, the gates of hostels of
both men and women in
medical colleges across the
State are closed by 9.30
p.m.

Dr. Miriam Varkey, prin-
cipal, Medical College,
Alappuzha said the deci-
sion to impose time restric-
tions was an “interim mea-
sure” and applied only to
�rst-year students. 

Curbs on Alappuzha
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