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‘Disrespect’ to Indian flag:
No Bangla patients, say some
hospitals in Kolkata & Tripura

ATRIMITRA &
DEBRAJDEB
KOLKATA, AGARTALA, NOV 30

A KOLKATA hospital has an-
nounced that it will not treat any
Bangladeshi patients as a sign of
protest over the manner in which
“the national flag of India hasbeen
desecrated in various places” in
the neighbouring country.

BJP leader Sajal Ghosh, a
councillor of Kolkata Municipal
Corporation, is one of the direc-
tors of this hospital.

“Country is above all. Nothing
can be above the country.
Medical service is a noble profes-
sion but the dignity of the coun-
try is paramount. Other medical
institutions should also follow
this path,” Subhranshu Bhakta,
the director of JN Ray Hospital in
Maniktala, said Friday. He added
that the hospital has decided to
stop providing all services to pa-
tients from Bangladesh for now.

“Our hospital is a private
hospital and Ghosh is our one of
the director and management
service provider,” Bhakta told
The Indian Express.

According to hospital
sources, the 141-bed hospital al-
ways used to have 20 percent
Bangladeshi patients at any
given time. “We don’t have any
Bangladeshi patients right now.
We have three Bangladeshi pa-
tients who were discharged in
the last few days and then only
we announced to stop admitting
Bangladeshi patients,” said
Bhakta.

The development came on a
day when India pressed for a
“fair and transparent trial” for

Hindu monk Chinmoy Krishna
Das, who was arrested on
charges of treason in Bangladesh
earlier this week. Ministry of
External Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal also said on
Friday that New Delhi had con-
veyed its concern over the at-
tacks on Hindus and other mi-
norities in Bangladesh.

It also comes at a time when
the number of Bangladeshi pa-
tients, who form a considerable
chunk in the state's healthcare
industry, has plummeted due to
the political crisis in Bangladesh.

Earlier, gynaecologist
Indranil Saha had said on social
media that he had stopped see-
ing Bangladeshi patients. On
Thursday night, Saha posted a
picture on social media purport-
edly showing disrespect to the
Indian flag in Bangladesh.

“ am stopping seeing
Bangladeshi patients in the
chamber for now. Country first,
income later.I hope other doctors
will do the same until the rela-
tionshipis normal,” Saha had said.

On Friday afternoon,
Suvendu Adhikari, Leader of the
Opposition in the West Bengal
Assembly, made the same de-
mand. “I bow down to Dr
Indranil Saha. He said, "My coun-
try first,income after...I request
the entire Indian medical com-
munity, businessmen and India
lovers to boycott Bangladesh
completely,” Adhikari had said.

While the state has no defi-
nite numbers on the exact num-
ber of Bangladeshi patients that
come here for medical tourism,
private hospitals that The Indian
Express spoke to claim that they
make up at least 10 percent of

their total patient count.

However, hospital sources
also say that the fall of the Sheikh
Hasina government and the re-
sultant political crisis has caused
these numbers to plummet --in
some cases, as dramatically as by
three quarters.

“The number of patients
from Bangladesh drastically fell
after the first week of August,
when Sheikh Hasina's govern-
ment fell down. It rose in
September but once again fell
this month. Where we had 100
(Bangladeshi) patients in the Out
Patient Department (OPD) every
day, now the number is 20-30
every day,” one source said.

According to a senior repre-
sentative of the healthcare group
Narayana Health, which runs the
RN Tagore Hospital, monthly ad-
mission count too has taken a hit.
“The numbers have gone down
from 180-200 to 60. We appre-
hend more fall in these numbers
in the coming weeks because of
Visaissues,” he said.

Meanwhile, a hospital in
Tripura too announced it would
stop treating Bangladeshi pa-
tients.

“AsanIndian, we respect and
support the emotions of people
who came today. With this
thought, we want to iterate that
Bangladeshi people have in-
sulted us, have mistreated our
people and we shall not provide
any service tothem....,” anexec-
utive of Agartala’s ILS Hospitals
told the media Monday.

The statement from ILS
Hospitals came on a day when
an Indo-Bangla international
passenger bus rammed into a
bus while crossing the Biswa

Road in Bangladesh’s
Brahmanbaria district. Tripura’s
government claimed the bus
came “under attack”.

“India passengers panicked
due to the incident (and) the bus
was moving along a side of
Biswa Road. All of a sudden, a
goods-carrying truck deliber-
ately rammed into the bus with
the intention to cause an acci-
dent. An auto on the road came
in front of the bus and collided
with the Shyamoli bus. After the
incident, local people started
hurling threats to Indian passen-
gers in the vehicle. Anti-India
slogans were raised in front of
them (Indian passengers) and
life threats were made to them.
The Indian passengers inside the
bus panicked due to this.Ivehe-
mently criticize and condemn
this incident and urge the ad-
ministration of that country to
immediately intervene and en-
sure safety of the Indian passen-
gers in the bus,” Tripura
Transport and Tourism Minister
Sushanta Chowdhury wrote on
social media.

Soon after, Chief Minister
Manik Saha, who holds the
home portfolio, too condemned
the incident.

“What can be said! Such an
incident can’t be thought of.
Incidents happening in
Bangladesh can’t be accepted at
any cost. Thereis still time. If they
rectify themselves, it will be
good. Otherwise... | have heard
before entering the hall that
there are further facts toit.I shall
comment further after verifying
those facts but whatever is hap-
pening there, is not good,” he
said on social media.

‘Stop atrocities
on Hindus’: RSS

of monk held
in Bangladesh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 30

THE RSS Saturday issued a state-
ment calling for the release of
Hindu monk Chinmoy Krishna
Das arrested in Bangladesh on
sedition charges.

“The atrocities being commit-
ted against Hindus and otherreli-
gious minorities in Bangladesh by
Islamic extremists, including at-
tacks, killings, looting, arson and
inhumane persecution of women,
are alarming... Instead of taking
appropriate steps to stop these in-
cidents, the current government
of Bangladesh and other con-
cerned agencies have remained a
mute spectator. Out of helpless-
ness, when Hindus resorted to
raising their voice democratically
for self-protection, to suppress
their voice, a new phase of injus-
tice and oppression has visibly
emerged,” said RSS general secre-
tary Dattatreya Hosabale.

“RSS calls upon the govern-
ment of Bangladesh to...release
Pujya Shri Chinmoy Krishna Das-
jifromthe prison,” Hosabale said.

“RSS also urges the govern-
ment of Bharat to continue with
every possible effort to prevent
the ongoing atrocities...and take
necessary steps to garner interna-
tional support in this regard,”
Hosabale said.

Aday after Bangladesh police
arrested Chinmoy Das on sedition
charges and a court Tuesday de-
nied him bail, the MEA expressed
“deep concern” and urged the au-
thorities “to ensure the safety and
security of Hindus and all minori-
ties” there. Hours later, Dhaka de-
scribed the issue as “internal af-
fairs”. It said that “such unfounded
statements...stand contrary to the
spirit of friendship and under-
standing between the two neigh-
bouring countries”.

Heavy rainfall lash coastal
calisfor release ' 1'amil Nadu, Puducherry as
Cyclone Fengal makes landfall

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, NOVEMBER 30

CYCLONE FENGAL, which made
a delayed landfall close to
Puducherry on Saturday
evening, caused heavy rainfall
and squally weather over the
coastal belt of Tamil Nadu. This
is the second cyclone after Dana
to develop in the Bay of Bengal
and affect India's east coast in
less than two months.

Chennai, its nearby districts
and Puducherry reported heavy
rainfall and gusty winds as the
cyclone’s landfall process com-
menced around 7 pm. As pre-
dicted by the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), Fengal's track crossed be-
tween Mahabalipuram and
Karaikal.

At the time of landfall, the
storm brought packing wind
speeds of about 70 - 80 km/hr
gusting to 90km/hr.

Steady rain in Chennai,
neighbouring areas affected
public transport, including bus,
train and flight services, and peo-
ple from vulnerable areas were
moved to safe shelters by the au-
thorities. From afternoon on-
wards, there were intermittent
rains in most areas and by night-
fall, it ceased.

Tamil Nadu Minister for
Revenue and Disaster
Management, KKSSR
Ramachandran said there were
noimmediate reports of any ma-
jor damage in the aftermath of
the cyclone and said related de-
tails could be known possibly by
Sunday. Three persons were
electrocuted in different rain-re-
lated incidents in Chennai.

The minister also indicated
the cyclone did not leave the
kind of impact anticipated by the
authorities.

High tides lash the Marina beach as Tamil Nadu braces for
Cyclone Fengal, in Chennai Saturday. ANI

Hospitals and houses were
inundated in Chennai and its
neighbourhoods while people
used flyovers and spaces be-
neath them as parking lots to
avoid a repeat of what was en-
dured during the 2015 floods.

Operations at the Chennai air-
port have been suspended till 4
am Sunday following inundation
of two runways and a taxiway.

Official sources said apart
from the cancellation of 55
flights, 19 others were diverted.
The services include both do-
mestic and international flights.

According to meteorologists,
even before intensifying into
Cyclone Fengal, the associated
system showed a slow-moving
tendency. This slow progress
continued even as the storm ap-
proached the land, forcing the
associated winds and rainfall to
cause rough weather over north
Tamil Nadu-Puducherry.

Normally, Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry are less prone to cy-
clones alongIndia’s east coast as
compared to Odisha and other
states. But during La Nina years,

the cyclone tracks have been ob-
served to mostly affect states
along the lower latitudes of the
eastern coast. La Nina is the ab-
normal cooling observed in the
sea surface temperatures along
the equatorial Pacific Ocean. The
2024 episode of LaNinaisonthe
verge of emergence.

After remaining stagnant for
over two days, cyclone Fengal
moved closer and reached 120
km east of Puducherry, 110 km
southeast of Chennai, 200 km
northeast of Nagapattinam.

The Met department has
warned of heavy rainfall over
Tamil Nadu till December 2.
Since Friday morning, Chennai
and neighbouring areas wit-
nessed very heavy rainfall.
Kerala, south interior Karnataka
also experienced cloudy and
cold day conditions and are
likely to experience rain over the
next two days. Rayalaseema,
coastal Andhra Pradesh and
Yanam, too, will experience
heightened rainfall till Tuesday;,
the Met department said.

WITHPTIINPUTS

Chairman, Bhai Jaan: Punjab probe into global drug nexus uncovers a cast

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH,NOVEMBER 30

WHAT LINKS Pakistan, Italy,
Dubai and Amritsar? Going by
the findings of an investigation
by the Punjab police, these
places — along with several oth-
ers — are part of drug supply
nexus that is ultimately pump-
ing contraband into Punjab.

Alongside the challenge that
is global in scale, the state police
is grappling with local factors —
from smugglersin India sending
empty drones to Pakistan so they
can be returned with consign-
ments, to smaller drones being
used to send fewer drugs.

As part of its crackdown on
drugsin the state, the Punjab po-
lice relied on technical surveil-
lance and information from hu-

man intelligence to identify sev-
eral Pakistani smugglers, who
are in touch with Indians abroad
dealing in drugs. A detailed map
of areas used as launchpads for
the drones along the India-
Pakistan border in Punjab has
been prepared, based on the
forensic examination of the
seized drones, officials said.

Sources say Lahore-based
Shafgat Hussain Butt alias
Chairman alias Baga Butt is one
of the most prominent Pakistani
kingpins of the drug trade, and
is in touch with Indian drugs
smugglers based in the US,
Canada and Turkey.

Aninternal assessment of the
smugglers network prepared by
the Punjab police states that Butt
is actively involved in contra-
band smuggling into India
through drones. He is said to

have a good grasp of Pakistani
politics, and has a nephew who
is a sitting provincial minister.

Bhatis involved in smuggling
activities in the Amritsar border
on the behest of Pakistani intel-
ligence agencies, the police as-
sessment states, adding that his
choice of drones has been large
hexacopters that can carry max-
imum load.

Another Pakistani smuggler
police have zeroed in on is Haji
alias Mustafa alias Yusuf, who is
based in Baldia Town in Karachi.
He is believed to be involved in
smuggling of heroin into India
through boats and containers as
well as via the International
Border in Jammu and Kashmir.

Another Pakistani-based
smuggler, based in Dubali, goes
by the name Bhai Jaan. The po-
lice assessment states that he is

-

A IJM FINANCIAL

Assigrme | acting Inits capacity ag trestae ol IMFART

JM FINANCIAL ASSET RECONSTRUCTION COMPANY LIMITED]

Corpodsats Mantily Namber: U T1908AH I TPLCTLIET
Registered Office: 7th Fooe, Cnargy, Appasahed Maraths Marg, Praohadovi, Mumbai 400025
Comtact Person: 1. Pumnit Bahes - 33137360022, 1. Rohan Sowant— 3833143013, 3. kot Sawant - 022 - 62249 16TE

E-Aucting Salé Matkes = Frach Sale

That Piramal Capital and Howsing Finance Lid haswe assigned a poal of Loan {incloding bodow mentioned Loans] togethar with
underlying securmty interess creaied tHereof along with all the rghis, title and mterest thereon under Sectign 5 (1) b)) of the
Sacuritisatson and Beconstrection of Financial Asets and Enforcement of Secority Irnterest Ak, 2002 ["S4EFAES ACTT] wide an
adgigrmienl pEfeermeinl dabed March 29, 2023 |"the S dgiemenl Apfeement™] i Tavaiar G ORFARTD (IM] (heresn relered as
Aranya = Teuar TG bo rdenly thart POHFL is authirimed ard appmntad 10 &0T as
Sarvice prastder S Collectian agent tofaciltate all sperational and pracedures processes vide Assignmont /Servico Agreemant.

Pursuarnt 1o taking possessan of the secured asset mentioned hersunder by the Suthorzed Officer of Secured Creditor under the
SARFAES| Act, 2002 for the recovery of amount dus fraom borroseerts, offers are myited by the pndersigred for purchase of
mmiealle praperty, be described heravndarn, which i in the possesgion, on A s Where B Bagis’, "As i1s What 18 Basis® and
“Whatawar is Thera I Bagis', Fartioulars af whichars given Dedow

Drhate Dol 01, PO
..f:lu:e: RBajastham

Loan Code/ Branch Demand Property Aecorve | Earnest Money| Ouistanding
Borrower(s)) Co- Fotice Date Address _final Price Depoesit [ERAD) Amount

Banrteriat) and Amourt [10% of RR) | {22-11-2024)
Guarantons]

Loan Code Mo, Ot 27-05-2021, | &l The Psece and Parcel of the Propesty | B, 533 0007 B &3, 3000 | Rz, 10,83 5494,

CracoG05651, Re, 680540 -, |having an exteni- Plot Mg F 1A Aoaji o [Rs Hine R THindLy (s, Ten Lakhk

Ehitwara {Bramch|, IR Six Lakh 150 3, Asikant Vihar Rajasea Gram Atun | Lakh Thinmy Thrae Elghity Disa

Ehagu Ram Eighty Thousand| BHILGTA, Rajasthan- 311001 Bowndarkes T Thaouswend Thausand Flug

[ Barmower], Suman Froe Hundred | Asc- Bosth: RBoad Sowth: Fiok Moo F=161 Thousand | Two Hundred | Hundred Binety

[[CaBorrower 10 | Farty Only)  |East: Plot Mo, F-147 West: Plot Mo, F-143 ] Onby] Only) | FourOnky} |

DETE OF E-AUCTHOM: lJ-B-I]‘l-Ii].'IE, FROM 11:00 & 8. TO 0100 P8 [WITH IJ:I‘II.IMI.TE-I:IVEH'I:'ENEIDH OF 5
MINUTES EACHY, LAST DATE OF SUBR 250N OF BID: 07-00-2025, BEFDHE 0300 B,

For detaded ferms and comditions of the Sake, ploase refer to the link provided sn https:f fwewsse jpmdinanclalarc.com/
Homefassetsforsale OF hitps:/ fwsna bankauction.bn,
STATLITORY 30 WS SALE NOTICE URNDER SARTAESI ACT T0 THE BORBOWER/GUARANTOR / MAORTGAGOR
Tha abiove mantioned BarrovwarfGuarantor are herghy noticed to pay the sam as msanticned Bnosoction 1302 roetece in full with
accrued Interest bl date before the date of auction, fallng which property will be auctioned)sald and balance dues if any will b
racovered with interest and cast fram borrowerguarantor.

Sdfs (Authareed OMRs )
{Ruramya - Trusg) o

-

A IM FINANCIAL

| IM FINANCIAL ASSET RECONSTRUCTION COMPANY LIMITED'
Corponite ientify Mumber: UGT1H0MHI0OTPLCTATRT
Repiwtsred OMice: Tih Flogr, Credgy, Appasahels Marsthe Marg Prabhadeql, Maamnbai- A000725

Comtact Persen: 1. Punit Bchra - 3413746022, 1, Rohian Sravant - 38331420013, 3. yob Sawant - 032 - GEZY I6TE

E-Auction Sale Notice - Subsoquent Sale

That Piramai Capital and Howsing Finance Ltd hawe assigned a pool of Loan {including bolow mentioned Loans| togothar with
underlying s=curity intersst created thereof along stk all the mghis, title and mEerest thereon ndes Sectian 5(1) |bY of the
S g bisaign and Beconstriettion ol Finandial Asaels and Enfarcesrmont ol Security Interec] Agy, 2003 [MSARFAES| ACT™] wigle an
aEsignment Agremmant datad March 73, 2023 {“the Assignament Agresment™]  in fasvour of IMFARC (M) (haresn meferrad as
Bszigree] acting In its capacity as trestee of IMFPAAC - Aranva — Toust. iz to notify that PCHFL is authorized and appointed 1o act as
Survice provider [ Collecton agent Lo [sobtate all cperational and procedures processes vide Assigriment § Service Agreement.
Pursgprt 16 aking possedsan of the secured agsel mentioned horeences by the Seirbes feed ONfices of Sepuréd Credibes under the
SARFAES] Act, 2002 for the racovery of amount dus foam borrawors, offers are muited by the underslgned for purchase of
mmowabds property, as described hereunder, which s i the pessession; on 'As 13 Where Is Basis’, “#s 15 What Is Basis® and
Whatewerls Thers s Basis', Partioulass of which are given belga:

Singh Ranawat (Borrower|,
Yishau Kurpsar Ranasar [ Co
Borroeeer 1) Light

ThilrDy

Teerty Thres lakh
Eleiin Thisusanit

Loan Code/ Branch / e Propary | Reserve |Earmest Mopey| Ousapding
Barreweris] J/ Ca- Matice Dote Address _Tinal Price Depasit (EMD) Armaunt
Borrowessl) Guarantor|s) and Amaount (10% of RP) | ([22-11-2024)
Loan Cade Ma. 153000017749, | Dt 19-12.201%, Rs. Al The piece and Parced of R Az, Hs
LiEaipur {Branch), Rajendon 2301834/, (Re. |the Propery having an &, 0L 000, B0, 0005, 45 52 7350 |Ra.

extent - Plof Mo, F11 & F 14
|Baraji Mo S0JE, 3hiy Vilas
Shankarpura Bagsamand
Rajsamiand Aajsamand
Rajosthian- 313326

Hundred
Four Cindy|

{R=. Six 1R Sixky Friy Five Lakh
Lakh Thousand Fifty Tawo
Onlyl Drdy) Thausand Sewan

Hundred Thirty
Fiye Dl

Derte: Decembsar 01, 2024
..EI""'E: Rajaxtham

far detalled terms and conditions of the Saks, pleaze

Home/Assetsforale OA hitps: fwwal ankauctian, in.
STATUTORY 30 DAYS SALE MOTICE INDER SARFAESI ACT TO THE BORRBOWER/GLUARANTOR [/ MORTGAGOHR

Thas ahonee mo i éd BorronarfGuEarantos aré hereby roaoed o gay e Sum &5 eiliceted o section T3[3) roteie in Tull with

sccrued interest till date before the date of suction, failing which property will be auctions=dfsald ard balznce dues if zny will be

e pos rad with snterast and Cast Tram borrow e guaranton

DATE OF E-AUCTIOMN; 18-13-D00SE, FROM 11:00 A b, TO 0800 PR [WITH LINLIMITED EXTENSICN OF 5 MINUTES EACH],
LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF BiD; 1783204, BEFOAE 04:00 B8,
rafar wa the link prowvided i bktpssf fsranse jmfinancialarc. comy’

Sdf- |Authorised Officer)
|Aramya - Truas)

PUNJAB’S DRUG CRACKDOWN, IN NUMBERS

Amritsar, Tarn Taran, Jalandhar, Ludhiana and Ferozepur top dis-
tricts in heroin seizure between Jan and Oct, 2024

'I g 22 OFICE

. (methamp
hetamine) seized till Oct 31
this year, highest ever

2841 propery

seized under NDPS Act of
those accused in drug cases.
Up fromRs 131 crorein
2023 and Rs 1.61 crin 2022

a key player in the international
drug trade and has beenin touch
with Indian drug smugglers such
as Simranjit Singh Sandhu and
Ankush Kapoor.

'I POLICE PERSONNEL
accused of being

involved in drug-linked

crimes, cases against 16

8 5 0 / CONVICTION
0 rate claimed by

police in NDPS cases.

Between Jan and Oct, 71

cases accepted by court as
cancelled or untraced

Sandhu, originally from
Amritsar, is now holed upinItaly,
from where he runs the drug
trade, sources say. Police inves-
tigations also suggest that Bhai

Jaanis in touch with Tanvir Singh
Bedi, who lives in Australia.

Nearly 150 Pakistani smug-
glers, and 40 Indian smugglers
living abroad, have been trian-
gulated by the Punjab Police as
having close links and pushing
drugs and other contraband into
Punjab. The Pakistani smugglers
are mostly based in Lahore,
Kasur, Nankana Sahib, Narowal,
Bhawalnagar, Karachi, Sheikhu-
pura and Peshawar.

AsfarasIndian smugglers are
concerned, US and Canada top
the list, with 18 of them identi-
fied asresiding there, while oth-
ers live in Australia, Dubai, Italy,
Portugal and Turkey.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Punjab’s Director General of
Police Gaurav Yadav said his force
has done a detailed forensic
analysis of the drones seized

In first tour to Wayanad after
election, Priyanka tears into BJP

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 30

BEGINNING HER two-day
Wayanad tour after being
elected to the Lok Sabha in the
last week’s bypoll, Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra Saturday
said that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) knows "no demo-
craticnorms”.

“There are no rules, no expla-
nations. Behaviour of the BJP
knows no democratic normes.
Institutions are destroyed. Even
our basic faith in the electoral
process and in other institutions
that held our country together,
wavered. Our fight is for the ba-
sic values of the Constitution,”
she said, addressing a meeting at
Mukkam, which falls within
Wayanad LS seat, which was
elected. Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi, who had dubbed
himself as unofficial MP of
Wayanad, was among senior
Congress leaders who joined

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi with
Congress MPs Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and K C Venugopal ata
public meeting in Kozhikode, Saturday. P11

Priyanka.

Referring to the survivors of
the Wayanad landslide, which
killed around 300 people four
months back, Priyanka said: "We
require the same kind of courage
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and tenacity. I had seen how
much courage you had given to
my brother and you also gave me
the same courage. I am here to
learn your issues and under-
stand your problems".
Referring to Gautam Adani’s
indictment in the US, Rahul said:
"Constitution says all people
should be treated equally. Prime
Minister Modi says Adaniis going
to be treated different from any
other Indian. PM Modi says it
does not matter if Adani had been
indicted in the US and he was
called a criminal in the US, But in
India, we will not entitle it”.
Referring to the delay in giv-
ing a rehabilitation package of
landslide victims, Rahul said
Constitution says all people in
the country and all regions in the
country will be treated fairly.

Jaipur

along the International Border in
the state and mapped their tra-
jectory. “Forensic analysis of the
drones revealed the entire flight
path data. In fact, we have had
cases where smugglers sitting in
India sent drones to Pakistan and
got drugs back,” said Yadav.

Commenting on the nexus of
drug smugglers, the DGP said,
“Around 25-30 years ago, we
used to hear about big smugglers
who had shifted from Punjab to
Delhi, Mumbai, etc. Now the top
smugglers have shifted abroad.
They remain in touch with their
gang members here. Below
themis another layer who man-
age their operations, and the last
layer is of couriers who pick up
the consignment and pass it on.
Using technical means and hu-
man intelligence, we have

mapped the hotspots along the
border.”

Punjab police officials say
drone activity from Pakistan has
gone up possibly due to the fact
that Pakistani smugglers have
shifted to smaller drones.
“Maybe because of economical
factors. Now we are getting one
kg, two kg drug consignments
through drones, while earlier the
numbers used to be larger,” said
the DGP.

Riverine gaps along the
International Border with
Punjab are also a source of drug
smuggling, with there being a
nearly 40 km gap where fencing
is not possible on the 553 km
border. According to the DGP, the
riverine gaps are plugged with
increased human and technical
surveillance measures by the
BSF and Punjab Police.

BAN EXTENDED TILL DECEMBER 10

SP leaders barred from
entering Sambhal

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 30

THREE SAMAJWADI Party (SP)
parliamentarians, including its
Sambhal MP, were barred from
entering the violence-hit district,
as the administration on Saturday
extended the ban on the entry of
outsiders into Sambhal until
December 10 to maintain “peace
and order”.

A 15-member SP delegation
was scheduled to visit Sambhal to
gather information about the cir-
cumstances under which the vi-
olence that claimed four lives
broke out. The districtadministra-
tion'sdirective onaban,issued on
Saturday, applies to outsiders, so-
cial organisations and public rep-
resentatives.

The SPleaders had planned to
enter Sambhal from different di-
rections but were thwarted by
heavy police deployment across
the state. In some areas, tensions
escalated, prompting the police to
detain a few of the leaders tem-
porarily. They were later released
the same day.

Meanwhile, the party an-
nounced financial assistance of Rs
5lakh each to the families of those
who were killed in the violence.

“We demand that the govern-
ment provide X1 crore to each of
these families as compensation.
We had planned to visit Sambhal
today, but heavy police deploy-
ment prevented any delegation
member from reaching the dis-
trict,” said Leader of Opposition
Mata Prasad Pandey, the head of
the delegation.

Police house arrest Leader of
Opposition Mata Prasad
Pandey and other SP leaders
in Lucknow on Saturday.
Vishal Srivastav

He added that on Sunday, the
party would convene a meeting
with former Chief Minister and
party chief Akhilesh Yadav to de-
cide the next course of action.

On Saturday morning, police
personnel were deployed outside
the residence of Mata Prasad
Pandey, preventing him from
stepping out.

“Police force was deployed
outside the houses of me and
other leaders, who were sched-
uled to go to Sambhal since
Saturday morning and they pre-
vented us from going there.
Several party workers and also
delegation members who at-
tempted to proceed were de-
tained by the police in
Moradabad,” he said.

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav accused the UP
government of engineering the vi-
olence to distract the public from
alleged "rigging" in the recent by-
elections. “The BJPhasavestedin-
terest in instigating communal
disturbances to polarise the peo-
pleand divert attention from their
abysmal record in governance,” he
said. -WITHPTIINPUTS




