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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)

Forecast for Thursday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated

places over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, coastal Andhra Pra-

desh and Yanam. Thunderstorm with lightning likely at isolated

places over Rayalaseema, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry. Dense fog

likely in isolated pockets of Punjab, Haryana, Delhi and Uttar Pradesh 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......28.4...... 16.0 Kozhikode ....................... —......33.5...... 25.4

Ahmedabad............. —......32.6...... 16.1 Kurnool ........................... —......31.5...... 20.2

Aizawl ...................... —......26.5...... 12.8 Lucknow.......................... —......27.0...... 12.0

Allahabad ................ —......29.2...... 13.0 Madurai ..........................0.8......26.0...... 22.6

Bengaluru...............0.6......24.2...... 18.1 Mangaluru....................... —......32.4...... 23.8

Bhopal ..................... —......27.0........ 9.2 Mumbai ........................... —......33.5...... 17.6

Bhubaneswar .......... —......28.7...... 15.7 Mysuru............................. —......28.0...... 20.0

Chandigarh.............. —......26.7........ 9.2 New Delhi........................ —......27.3...... 10.4

Chennai ................... —......28.2...... 22.2 Patna............................... —......25.9...... 17.0

Coimbatore ............. —......27.6...... 22.0 Port Blair .........................22......31.0...... 25.3

Dehradun................. —......25.8........ 9.4 Puducherry .......................4......25.9...... 22.1

Gangtok ................... —......13.0........ 9.0 Pune ................................ —......30.7...... 14.7

Goa........................... —......33.0...... 23.0 Raipur.............................. —......29.2...... 14.5

Guwahati ................. —......29.4...... 15.4 Ranchi ............................. —......25.8...... 11.1

Hubballi ................... —......29.0...... 15.0 Shillong ........................... —......19.2........ 7.4

Hyderabad............... —......28.5...... 15.5 Shimla ............................. —......18.8........ 8.2

Imphal ..................... —......25.2...... 15.3 Srinagar........................... —......14.5....... -0.6

Jaipur ...................... —......27.3...... 14.4 Thiruvananthapuram ............2......28.6...... 24.6

Kochi.......................0.4......30.0...... 25.6 Tiruchi ...............................1......24.9...... 22.4

Kohima .................... —......19.6........ 7.1 Vijayawada...................... —......30.6...... 21.2

Kolkata .................... —......28.0...... 17.1 Visakhapatnam................ —......29.6...... 22.9

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Asansol, West

Bengal recorded an overall

air quality index (AQI)

score of 344 indicating an

unhealthy level of

pollution. In contrast,

Aizawl, Mizoram recorded

a healthy AQI score of 28

Ahmedabad ..... .19 ..46 34 ... 279 ...147 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .11 ..22 52 ... 105 ...108 ......*

Chennai............ .16 ..30 23 ... 229 ...139 ......*

Delhi ................. .19 ..66 41 ... 334 ...355 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ...6 109 60 ... 168 ...152 ......*

Kolkata............. .11 116 23 ... 232 ...177 ......*

Lucknow........... .11 ..38 67 ... 279 ...255 ......*

Mumbai ............ .17 ..22 ..7 ... 248 ...140 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..58 56 ... 229 ...160 ......*

Visakhapatnam ...8 ..43 45 ... 161 ...130 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

INBRIEF
�

A worker from Odisha died and eight were
hospitalised after they reportedly inhaled
hydrochloric acid fumes that leaked at Tagoor
Laboratories Private Limited in Anakapalli
district of Andhra Pradesh on Tuesday. Of the
eight hospitalised, two were said to be on
ventilator support. “The Inspector of Factories
has been directed to investigate the exact cause
of the incident,” District Collector Vijaya
Krishnan said. The police have registered a case. 

One dead, 8 hospitalised after
inhaling acid fumes in A.P.

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the al-
legations of sexual harass-
ment in the Malayalam �lm
industry following the K.
Hema Committee report
should appoint a nodal of-
�cer for the survivors to
raise their concerns, or-
dered the Kerala High
Court.

A Division Bench con-
sisting of Justices A.K. Jaya-
sankaran Nambiar and C.S.
Sudha issued the order af-
ter a lawyer for some of the
survivors complained that

some of them, who had de-
posed before the panel,
were receiving intimidat-
ing calls. The lawyer in-
formed the court that the
survivors did not know
whom to contact for pro-
tection in such situations.

The Bench directed the
SIT to nominate a nodal of-
�cer and give su�cient pu-
blicity to the o�cer’s name
and contact details so that
the persons who feel threa-
tened/intimidated during
the pendency of the inves-
tigation can contact the of-
�cial. The SIT shall �le an
action taken report, the
court directed.

Appoint nodal o�cer,
Kerala HC directs SIT 
The Hindu Bureau

KOCHI

People of Dilawarpur and three surrounding
villages in Nirmal district of Telangana erupted in
celebrations on Wednesday after district
authorities decided to stop the construction work
of an ethanol factory. The region has been
witnessing widespread protests for the past two
days against the construction of the factory.
Villagers have cited potential damage to their
fertile farmlands and health risks.

Construction of ethanol plant
stopped in Telangana after stir

O�cials of the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence arrested two passengers, who were
coming from Thailand, for allegedly smuggling
six eastern blue-tongued lizards, a rare Australian
native species, at Visakhapatnam International
Airport on Sunday. Renowned snake-catcher R.
Kiran Kumar was called in by the DRI to inspect
the baggage and carefully handle the reptiles.
The lizards were transported back to Thailand in
another �ight from Visakhapatnam on Tuesday. 

Two arrested at Vizag airport
for smuggling exotic lizards 

The report by the commis-
sion headed by retired
High Court judge John Mi-
chael D’Cunha, which in-
vestigated the alleged ir-
regularities in COVID-19
management during the
BJP’s tenure in Karnataka,
has found that over 16 lakh
RTPCR test kits supplied by
two companies in 2022,
worth ₹3 crore, were either
expired on the date of the
supply or were nearing ex-

piry date.
The commission has al-

so found that the State
Medical Supplies Corpora-
tion Ltd. that cancelled a
supply order for one lakh
Rapid Antigen kits placed
with a Singapore-based
company in 2020 has not
recovered the ₹6.99 crore
paid towards the order.

Recommending depart-
mental proceedings and le-
gal action against the o�-
cials concerned, the
commission said that ₹9.99
crore should be recovered.

D’Cunha panel raps
o�cials for procuring
expired RTPCR kits 
Afshan Yasmeen

BENGALURU

A
part from a granu-
lar analysis of the
recent byelection

results, the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) might be con-
strained to weigh the po-
tential impact of Congress’
gambit in opening a “cen-
trist” political space for
party dissidents when the
former’s State leadership
meets for a two-day con-
clave in Kochi on Decem-
ber 7.

On Wednesday, at least
three Congress leaders ap-
peared to open the doors
for BJP cadres supposedly

resentful of the party’s
State leadership. 

For one, Congress lead-
er and former BJP spokes-
person Sandeep Varier
posted on Facebook that
those who abandoned the
“politics of hate” would
not be orphaned. V.D.
Satheesan, Leader of the
Opposition, told reporters
in Ernakulam that the Con-
gress would signi�cantly
expand its political base in
the State in the coming
days.

In Palakkad, where the
BJP seemed to face some
dissension following its
poor showing in the muni-
cipal area, the party’s tra-

ditional strongholds, and
over Assembly bypoll can-
didate selection, Congress
leader and MLA-designate
Rahul Mamkootathil said
more “disgruntled” BJP
workers would join the Op-
position. 

Moreover, the BJP ap-
peared to face a new chal-
lenge from the Congress in
Wayanad district. The Op-
position party reportedly
wooed former BJP district
president K. Madhu, who
announced his exit from
the party, on Wednesday. 

The BJP has pushed
back against what it views
as an e�ort to portray it as
a faction-riven and electo-

rally declining political
out�t. In Pathanamthitta,
BJP State president K. Su-
rendran slammed the me-
dia for “insinuating” that
the party’s State leadership
had a mutiny on its hands. 

BJP’s Kerala-in-charge
Prakash Javadekar also
sought to rest the specula-
tion that a growing chorus
of leaders demanded a
change in the State leader-
ship by stating that “no one
will resign.” 

The BJP directed party
members not to make pu-
blic statements about or-
ganisational a�airs so as to
stop the current rum-
blings. 

BJP weighs Cong. gambit to
provide room for dissidents 
At least three Congress leaders appear to open the doors for BJP cadres supposedly resentful of

the party’s State leadership. BJP’s Kerala-in-charge Prakash Javadekar says that no one will resign 
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