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Six dead
after Turkish military 
helicopters  collide midair

Syria’s PM said most cabinet ministers are working from their offices in 
Damascus. Some govt services were shut as workers ignored calls to return

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
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Beijing 5 -4 SNY
Colombo 32 27 SNY
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Los Angeles 20 7 SNY
Melbourne 20 13 SNY
Moscow -2 -4 LC
New York 10 10 LC
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Washington 7 3 SNY

Putin gives asylum to fugitive dictator Assad
HALF A CENTURY OF DYNASTY RULE 

COMES TO AN END

A lightning offensive by Islamist-led rebels toppled Syrian 
president Bashar al-Assad on Sunday. A look back 

1973: Egypt and Syria launch an attack on Israel on 
October 6, 1973 in a bid to win back territories they lost 
in the June 1967 war but they are pushed back

1970: Hafez al-Assad, 
Syria’s defence minister 
and the father of 
Bashar, takes power in 
a bloodless military 
coup on November 16, 
1970. Assad, who leads 
the Baath Party, is 
elected president on 
March 12, 1971. He is the 
only candidate. He is 
first head of state 
Alawite Muslim sect

1976: In June 1974, US president Richard Nixon visits 
Damascus and announces the re-establishment of 
diplomatic relations with Syria, frozen since 1967. Two 
years later, Syrian troops enter Lebanon during the civil 
war with United States’ support after an appeal by 
embattled Christian forces

1982: Assad’s army carries out a massacre in Hama in 
central Syria, killing thousands of people. The killings 
targeted people accused of being members of the 
banned Muslim Brotherhood

1990: After a period of 
tensions, Syria’s ties 
with the United States 
begin to thaw in 1990-
1991, following the 
collapse of the Soviet 
Union. Syria joins the 
US-led coalition against 
Saddam Hussein after 
Iraq invades Kuwait

2000: Hafez al-Assad 
dies on June 10, 2000, 
aged 69. The same day 
Parliament amends the 
constitution. A month 
later, Bashar al-Assad 
becomes Syria’s new 
head of state, winning a 
referendum with 97% of 
the vote

2000: In September that year, 100 intellectuals call 
for the lifting of martial law, in place since 1963, more 
freedom and political pluralism. This becomes known 
as the “Damascus Spring”

2011: In March 2011, protesters take to the streets of 
towns and cities around Syria, defying Assad’s zero-
tolerance for dissent. Inspired by the Arab Spring, the 
protesters called for civil liberties and freedom for 
political prisoners, facing tremendous personal risk and 
with many paying with their lives. The demonstrators 
face a brutal crack down and a nearly 14-year full-
blown civil war ensues

2023: Syria rejoins 
the Arab League in and 
Assad takes part in his 
first summit after 
more than a decade. 
Syria had been 
expelled in 2011 in 
response to its 
crackdown on the 
popular uprising

2024: After an 11-day 
lightning offensive, Islamist 
rebel group Hayat Tahrir 
al-Sham and allies enter 
Damascus. Assad and his 
family flees to Moscow. They 
are given political asylum by 
Russia. Syrians erupt in joy and 
celebrate on streets over 
hearing of Assad fleeing

Bashar Assad and his father Hafez 
Assad on right |  AP

The rebels reiterated their assurances that Syria is for all, including Druze, 
Sunnis, Alawites. Would not tell women how to dress, the Islamists said

DAMASCUS

OUSTED Syrian leader 
Bashar Assad fled to Mos-
cow and received asylum 
from his longtime ally, Rus-
sian media said  on Sunday, 
hours after a stunning rebel 
advance seized control of  
Damascus and ended his 
family’s 50 years of  iron 
rule. The arrival of  Assad 
and his family in Moscow 
was reported by Russian 
agencies Tass and RIA, cit-
ing an unidentified source 
at the Kremlin. RIA also 
said Syrian insurgents had 
guaranteed the security of  
Russian military bases and 
diplomatic posts in Syria.

Earlier, Russia said As-
sad left Syria after negotia-
tions with rebel groups 
and that he had given in-
structions to transfer pow-
er peacefully.

The leader of  Syria’s 
biggest rebel faction, Abu 
Mohammed al-Golani, is 
poised to chart the coun-
try’s future. The former al-
Qaida commander cut ties 
with the group years ago 
and says he embraces plu-
ralism and religious 
tolerance. 

His Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham group, or HTS, is 
considered a terrorist or-
ganisation by the US and 
the UN. In his first public 
appearance since fighters 

entered the Damascus sub-
urbs Saturday, al-Golani 
visited the Umayyad 
Mosque and described As-
sad’s fall as “a victory to 
the Islamic nation.” Call-
ing himself  by his given 
name, Ahmad al-Sharaa, 
and not his nom de guerre, 
he said Assad had made 
Syria “a farm for Iran’s 
greed.”

The rebels face the 
daunting task of  healing 
bitter divisions in a coun-
try ravaged by war and 
split among armed fac-
tions. Turkey-backed oppo-
sition fighters are battling 
US-allied Kurdish forces in 
the north, and the IS group 
is still active in remote 
areas.

Rebel commander Anas 
Salkhadi appeared on state 
TV and sought to reassure 
religious and ethnic mi-
norities, saying: “Syria is 
for everyone, no excep-
tions. Syria is for Druze, 
Sunnis, Alawites, and all 
sects.” “We will not deal 
with people the way the As-
sad family did,” he added.

Meanwhile Syria’s prime 
minister said on Monday 
that most cabinet minis-
ters are still working from 
of fices in Damascus. 
Streams of  refugees 
crossed back into Syria 
from neighbouring coun-
tries.  AP

Families search for 
their loved ones in 
Saydnaya jail 
basement, dungeons 
DAMASCUS

SYRIAN rescuers searched a jail synonymous 
with the worst atrocities of  ousted president 
Bashar al-Assad’s rule, as people in the capital 
flocked to a central square to celebrate their 
country’s freedom.

On Monday, rescuers from the Syrian White 
Helmets group said they were searching for po-
tential secret doors or basements in Saydnaya 
prison, though they said there was no immedi-
ate sign that anyone was trapped.

“We are working with all our energy to reach 
a new hope, and we must be prepared for the 
worst,” the organisation said in a statement, 
urging families of  the missing to have 
“patience”. 

Aida Taha, aged 65, said she had been “roam-
ing the streets like a madwoman” in search of  
her brother, who was arrested in 2012. “We’ve 
been oppressed long enough, we want our chil-
dren back,” she said.

During the offensive launched on Nov 27, 
rebels wrested city from Assad’s control, open-
ing the gates of  prisons along the way and free-
ing thousands of  people, many of  them held on 
political charges.    Social media groups were 
alight with Syrians sharing images of  detainees 
reportedly brought out from the dungeons, in a 
collective effort to reunite families with their 
newly released loved ones, some of  whom had 
been missing for years. 

Others, like Fadwa Mahmoud, whose husband 
and son are missing, posted calls for help find-
ing their missing relatives. 

“Where are you, Maher and Abdel Aziz, it’s 
time for me to hear your news, oh God, please 
come back, let my joy become complete,” wrote 
Mahmoud, herself  a former detainee. AFP

JERUSALEM

ISRAELI Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar said on Monday 
that his country had struck 
“chemical weapons” in neigh-
bouring Syria.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, Saar said “we attacked 
strategic weapon systems like, 

for example, remaining chemi-
cal weapons or long-range mis-
siles and rockets in order that 
they will not fall in the hands 
of  extremists”. Saar said Israel 
was monitoring the actions of  
the rebels, adding: “The steps 
we took, the only interest we 
have is the security of  Israel 
and its citizens.” AFP

Israel strikes chemical 
weapons sites in Syria 

Israel says buffer zone capture is temporary
Jerusalem: Israel’s Foreign Minister Gideon Saar said Monday that his 
country’s military takeover of the buffer zone along its border with 
Syria was a “limited and temporary step”. “This is a limited and 
temporary step we took for security reasons,” Saar said in a press 
conference at the foreign ministry in Jerusalem. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu announced on Sunday that he had ordered the 
army to “take control” of the zone after the fall of Syrian president 
Bashar Al-Assad. In 1974 a buffer zone was established with UN 
peacekeepers stationed there. AFP
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Pune Municipal Corporation 
Solid Waste Management 

Extension
Due to administrative reason extension is given for the below 

mentioned work of Pune Municipal Corporation. Tender terms and 
conditions regarding the said work, all the details are mentioned in the 
tender package and the tender set is available to view online for free.

Tender Sale Period dt. 11/10/2024 to 16/12/2024 Upto 02:30 PM

Tender Acceptance dt. 11/10/2024 to 16/12/2024 upto 03:00 PM

Technical Tender Opening Procedure dt. 17/12/2024 at 03:00 PM

Sr. No. Department Tender Number

1

Solid Waste 
Management

PMC/SWM/2024-25/49

2 PMC/SWM/2024-25/50

3 PMC/SWM/2024-25/51

4 PMC/SWM/2024-25/52

1. Sale and acceptance of the above tenders is online only through 
the website www.mahatenders.gov.in

2. Apart from the above changes all other content will remain as 
published earlier. sd/-

Deputy Commissioner 
Solid Waste Management  

Pune Municipal Corporation.
ADVT No : 3/1026
Date : 09/12/2024


