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Faecal contamination found in 
drinking water in Taliparamba
Health department is planning to extend jaundice source inspections to entire district 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kannur

AN investigation by the Tali-
paramba municipality health 
department and the district 
health authorities has revealed 
the presence of  faecal contami-
nation in seized drinking water 
supplies in Taliparamba. The 
health department is now plan-
ning to extend its jaundice 
source inspections to the entire 
district. In the wake of  the on-
going jaundice outbreak, health 
officials have intensified efforts 
with inspections and aware-
ness campaigns to curb the 
spread of  the disease.

Health inspectors, junior 
public health nurses, and 
ASHA workers conducted home 
visits to approximately 400 resi-
dences across nine wards 
where jaundice cases were re-
ported. Preventive measures 
were communicated to house-
holds with confirmed cases. In 
addition, the health depart-

ment has requested the 
Taliparamba city 
council to in-
spect the water 
supplied by 
f ive  o t h e r 
a g e n c i e s 
w i t h i n  i t s 
jurisdiction.

The ongo-
ing jaundice in-
vestigation has 
uncovered that a 
significant number 
of  household wells in 
the district are contaminated 
with E. coli bacteria, a faecal 
indicator. 

The contamination is largely 
due to poorly planned water 
and septic tank systems in 
many homes, with wells often 
located too close to septic tanks. 
The health department has 
stressed that this situation pos-
es a major public health risk, 
particularly in the spread of  
liver diseases such as jaundice. 

Alarmingly, even wells situated 
as far as 20 metres from septic 
t a n k s  s h o w e d  E .  c o l i 
contamination.

To address the issue, the 
health department will observe 
chlorination week from Janu-
ary 1 to 7, 2025, with a focus on 
chlorinating drinking water 
sources. The department urges 
residents to participate in puri-
fying their household and pub-
lic wells.

In a related development, 
drinking water from a supplier 
named Jafar, distributed in Tal-
iparamba municipality, was 
tested on December 19 at the 
Kerala Water Authority’s lab, 
revealing the presence of  E. 
coli. 

Jafar supplies water to many 
hotels, restaurants, and food 
vendors in Taliparamba, as 
well as a private school at 7th 
Mile, where a jaundice out-
break was reported a month 
later.

Mission anganwadi rolling in rapid phase
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kasaragod

MISSION Anganwadi, the cur-
rent initiative undertaken by 
the Kasaragod development 
package (KDP), is actively en-
gaged in a comprehensive 
search to identify suitable land 
for the establishment of  angan-
wadi, which have been working 
in rental buildings. Currently, 
1,201 anganwadis in the district 
have the advantage of  operat-
ing on their own lands and in 
their own buildings, out of  a to-
tal of  1,348 anganwadis. Apart 
from that, 21 anganwadis have 
successfully acquired the land 
and resources needed for con-
struction and are fully pre-
pared to begin building their 
own dedicated premises soon. 

Chandran V, special officer 
of  KDP, said, “The main chal-
lenge we face is the unavailabil-
ity of  lands in urban areas. A 

minimum of  three cents of  
land is needed to construct an 
anganwadi. KDP has made it 
its mission to provide its own 
buildings to anganwadis and 
has allocated around 15 crores 
for anganwadis. We are plan-
ning to complete the mission by 
next year.” 

A detailed project report 
(DPR) for 33 anganwadi is yet to 
be prepared. Additionally, 24 
Anganwadi are in various stag-
es of  obtaining construction 
approval from the Women & 
Child Development Depart-
ment, while 10 anganwadis are 
currently under construction 
with support from local self-

government departments. The 
inauguration of  new buildings 
for 5 anganwadis is scheduled 
for December 26. 54 anganwadis 
are still in need of  land.

Chandran V indicated that 10 
of  the 54 anganwadis currently 
without land have successfully 
overcome their land-related ob-
stacles. He expressed confi-
dence in the swift resolution of  
the remaining 10 land-related 
challenges. Once the land is-
sues for the remaining 34 an-
ganwadis are resolved, Kasara-
god will become the first 
district in the country, where 
all anganwadis have their own 
land and buildings. A substan-
tial number of  anganwadis re-
quiring land falls under the ju-
risdiction of  the Kasaragod 
Municipality. The acquisition 
of  land within these areas 
presents considerable challeng-
es due to high land prices and 
limited availability. 

Six found guilty in Abdul Salam murder case
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kasaragod

THE Kasaragod Additional 
District Sessions Court has 
found six individuals guilty of  
the brutal murder of  Abdul 
Salam (27), a resident of  Peral. 
The victim was killed and de-
capitated in a field near Maliya-
nkara Fort in Kumbla, within 
the jurisdiction of  the Kumbla 
police station. The court will 
announce the sentence for the 
convicted individuals on 
Monday. 
The incident happened on April 
30, 2017. Naushad (28), who was 
with Abdul Salam, was stabbed 
and injured in the attack. 
Salam’s head was discovered 
some distance away from the 
location where his body and 
Naushad were found stabbed 
and lying on the ground. There 
was a distance of  around 30 me-
tres between the severed head 

and the body. The accused were 
identified as Siddique, alias 
Mangamudi Siddique (39), of  
Badria Nagar, Kumbla, Umar 
Farooq (29) of  Badria Nagar, 
Saheer (32) of  Pervadu, Niaz 
(31) of  Peral, Latif  (36) of  Per-
vadu and Harish (29) of  Bom-
brana, Arikkadi. The investiga-
tion was led by the then Kumbla 
Inspector and current Bekal 
DYSP V V Manoj and SI Ja-
yashankar, Special Squad mem-
bers Balakrishnan and Naray-
a n a n  we re  a l s o  i n  t h e 
investigation team. The charge 
sheet was submitted within 90 

days, and the accused were ar-
rested from their hiding. G 
Chandramohan and Chitrakala 
appeared for the prosecution.

V V Manoj said, “The murder 
happened based on the incident 
in which police seized the lorry 
of  Siddique, which was carry-
ing sand, suspecting Salam of  
being the informant. Siddique 
later gave a statement to the po-
lice that he killed Salam in re-
venge of  him entering his 
house and threatening him and 
his mother. The enmity over 
this led to the murder of  Abdul 
Salam. Salam and the injured 

Naushad were tactfully sum-
moned to the Maliyankara Fort 
by the six accused and mur-
dered him.”

The accused tried to burn 
their bloodstained clothes and 
weapons after the murder near 
a  cremation  g round in 
Kundankaradka. But the police 
were successful in recovering 
both weapons and clothes, 
which helped them strengthen 
the evidence. The results of  
their scientific examination 
were also against the accused. 
Naushad’s statement also was 
crucial in the investigation. 

Hemant Soren leaves Bekal after 4-day stay
Kasaragod: Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren left for 
his home state after visiting Bekal on Saturday.  Originally 
planned as a three-day trip, Soren’s stay was extended by a 
day.  He stayed at the Taj Hotel, which is part of the Bekal 
Resorts Development Corporation (BRDC) project. He also 
had a houseboat ride on Valiyaparamba lake.  Soren praised 
the beauty of Kerala and the peaceful co-existence of 
people here. BRDC managing director Shijin Parambath 
presented a traditional Kerala gift to Soren. The Jharkhand 
chief minister also held talks with Tourism Minister 
Mohamed Riyas and invited him to his state.  

ON A ROLL
Students hosting a skating rally on Saturday as part of the proclamation events to the upcoming  

International Water Festival on Beypore beach |   E GOKUL

E.coli in water

�Contamination due to
poorly planned water and 

septic tank systems

�A major public health risk; 
can spread liver diseases such 

as jaundice

�Residents urged to 
participate in purifying 

household and public wells

Niaz  Latif Harish Siddique  Umar Farooq Saheer

EXPRESS READ
Haj house to be set 
up near Knr airport
Malappuram: The state Haj 
Committee has decided to 
initiate the preliminary 
steps required to establish 
a Haj House near Kannur 
airport.  The committee 
stated that land under the 
jurisdiction of the Kerala 
Industrial Infrastructure 
Development Corporation 
(KINFRA), located near the 
airport, has been allocated 
for constructing the Haj 
House. Kerala is currently 
the only state in the 
country with three Haj 
embarkation points. 

A minimum of three cents of 
land is needed to construct 
an anganwadi. KDP has 
made it its mission to 

provide its own buildings to 
anganwadis

— Chandran V, special officer of KDP 

Pinarayi Vijayan @pinarayivijayan
Kerala becomes the first state in India to draft a 25-year Urban Policy. 
The interim report has been submitted, and the final policy is expected 
by March 2025. This visionary step aims to address urbanisation chal-
lenges and ensure balanced, inclusive development across the state.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADHYA PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT,

Jal Sansadhan Bhawan, Tulsi Nagar, Bhopal (M.P.)
Email Id: ceproc.encwrd.bpl@nic.in, Tel: 0755-2767635 Fax: 0755-2552406
N.I.T.No.1116/2024-25/E-in-C/e-tendering Bhopal, Dated 17.12.2024

Bids for following works are invited on website https://www.mptenders.gov.in 
Last Date of purchase / download of Bid Document and submission of bid 
is 13-01-2025 17:30 hrs. Any amendment / modification can be seen only 
on the website. Detailed N.I.T. and other details can be viewed on above 
mentioned website.

S. 
No.

Tender 
No. Work District Amount  

(Lakhs)
1. 2024_WRD_ 

388063
On Turnkey Basis: Design and 
Construction of Barrage at downstream 
of Mahuta Ghat including associated 
works for BPCL Petrochemical project, 
as per detailed scope of work but not 
limited to that.

Vidisha 22978.66

G20529/24  Sd/- Chief Engineer (Procurement)


