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6,000 flex boards removed 
across Palakkad district
 The majority of removed boards belonged to political parties 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Palakkad

WHILE the deadline set by the 
Kerala High Court for remov-
ing unauthorised flex boards 
and hoardings in public spaces 
ended on Wednesday, around 
6,000 boards, including flexes, 
banners, and hoardings were 
removed across Palakkad dis-
trict. The hoarding removal 
gathered momentum during 
the final days after receiving 
strict instructions that failure 
to comply with the order would 
result in fixing accountability 
and penalties on secretaries of  
LSGs concerned. The majority 
of  removed boards belonged to 
political parties. 

“Flex boards and hoardings 
have long been a common sight 
in public spaces, particularly 
in town areas. The recent by-

poll in the constituency caused 
a surge in their numbers,” said 
Saidalavi, a stationary shop 
owner in Palakkad. While 
many of  these boards were re-
cycled by the groups that put 
them up, some of  them still re-
main as reminders of  the elec-
tion, he said.    Special squads, 
comprising revenue inspectors, 
health inspectors, engineering 
staff, overseers, and sanitation 
workers, were deployed to ad-
dress the issue. “In Palakkad 
municipality alone, 150 flex 
boards were removed, includ-

ing 25 belonging to political 
parties. Notices were issued to 
violators, and fines totalling Rs 
50,000 were imposed,” said an 
official leading the drive 
against unauthorised boards.  

The municipal authorities di-
vided the workforce into three 
teams to expedite the removal 
process. The next phase will in-
volve discussions with political
representatives to ensure com-
pliance, the official said. 

However, many flex boards 
on private premises remain un-
touched. “This action  was 
prompted only because the 
court issued a strict warning. 
Otherwise, it would have been 
a mere formality,” said another 
merchant, who requested ano-
nymity.  He also emphasised 
the need for stricter rules and 
proper enforcement to tackle 
the issue effectively.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kalpetta

THE Wayanad sub-collector has or-
dered demolition of  seven resorts 
built in violation of  norms in the 
hills of  Ambukuthi and Edakkal, 
as the district administration in-
tensifies its crackdown on illegal 
buildings in the wake of  the July 30 
landslides.

Sub-collector Misal Sagar Bharat 
issued the order on Wednesday af-
ter a joint inspection by various 
departments revealed that the sev-
en resorts – Eagle Nest, Rock Villa, 
Edakkal Village, Aster Gravity, Na-
turiya, RG Dew and Golden Fort – 

were operating in landslide-prone 
regions, and fell within the 500-m 
buffer zone of  the high-risk areas.

The issue of  illegal construc-
tions in high-hazard zones was 
first discussed in the District De-
velopment Committee meeting 
held on September 28. Later, a team 
led by the Sultan Bathery tahsildar, 
comprising the district geologist, 
hazard analyst, district soil conser-
vation officer and irrigation execu-
tive engineers, inspected the areas. 
The team found that one resort was 
built in an area having a low slope 
of  topsoil, and that ponds and 
swimming pools in another were 
built by blocking a natural spring.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Malappuram

THE CALICUT University syn-
dicate meeting held on Thurs-
day ended with minimal discus-
sion due to verbal duels and 
scuffles between the LDF and 
opposition members.

Sources indicated that the 
vice-chancellor’s decision to ex-
clude certain proposals by LDF 
syndicate members from today’s 
agenda triggered the confronta-
tion. The proposals called for 
reversing the transfer of  two 
section officers and insisted 
that syndicate decisions be ap-
proved in meetings, leaving fur-
ther actions to the registrar.

Vice-Chancellor P Raveen-
dran refused to include the pro-
posals, saying they violated uni-
versity regulations. As a result, 
the syndicate meeting was dis-
rupted by arguments between 
the LDF and opposition 
members.

Elephant parades: Festival fans hail 
Supreme Court stay on regulations

Wayanad admn orders  
demolition of 7 resorts 

LDF, Oppn lock 
horns at syndicate 
meeting of CU

Beypore international 
water festival to be 
kicked off on Dec 27

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Thrissur

FESTIVAL fans and Pooram 
lovers have welcomed the Su-
preme Court order staying the 
restrictions imposed by the 
High Court of  Kerala on ele-
p h a n t  p a r a d e s  d u r i n g 
festivals. 

Earlier the High Court had 
set some conditions for parad-
ing elephants like keeping at 
least 3 m distance between ele-
phants during parade, 5 m dis-
tance between flambeau (fire 
pole) and elephants, and 8 m 
distance between crowd and el-
ephants. These conditions were 
difficult to implement, accord-
ing to festival organisers. 

In addition, the High Court 
directive had urged the devas-
woms to register the names of  
the elephants to be paraded 
with the district elephant mon-
itoring committee a month 
ahead of  the festival. 

Several protests were held 
across the district after the 
High Court brought in the reg-
ulations. An Acharya Samrak-
shana Kootayma was organised 
jointly by Thiruvambady and 
Paramekkavu devaswoms. The 
Pooram Premi Sangham also 
organised three protests. Arat-
tupuzha-Peruvanam Pooram 
organisers staged a protest, 

and local protests were taken 
out in Wadakkanchery, Vara-
voor and Uthralikkavu regions. 
The elephant parade at the Sree 
Poornathrayeesa temple, Tripu-
nithura, was held adhering to 
the court order. Though the el-
ephants were paraded in two 
different rows inside the tem-
ple, instead of  one row of  15 el-

ephants, the parade held on the 
Thriketta day kicked up a row 
as there were allegations that 
the rule was not followed owing 
to heavy rain and huge crowd.

 “The Supreme Court inter-
vention in the case has come as 
a hope for all of  us. If  the court 
does not come up with a favour-
able order, we will not be able to 

organise any festivals, includ-
ing the centuries-old Arattu-
puzha-Peruvanam Pooram and 
Thrissur Pooram, in the future. 
The Supreme Court has issued 
a stay on the High Court order. 
We are happy that we were able 
to present our concerns before 
the apex court,” said Baiju, 
president of  Poorapremi 
Sangham. 

The festival organising com-
mittees of  different temples 
pointed out that the coming 
days will be crucial as many el-
ephant parades are expected to 
take place with Thaipooyam 
festival and local other celebra-
tions associated with temples, 
churches and mosques. “Many 
temple committees in central 
Kerala paraded only one ele-
phant for Karthika festivals 
held last week, as they were 
afraid of  inviting court action. 
With the latest Supreme Court 
order, the festivals can be con-
ducted as per the rituals,” said 
Ramesh, a festival committee 
member.

Organisations like Hindi 
Aikya Vedhi, and local temples 
committees have been urging 
the state and central govern-
ments to formulate rules for 
the protection of  rituals related 
to festivals so that no one can 
hamper its spirit anymore.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kozhikode

THE final preparations are 
under way for the Interna-
tional Beypore Water Fest 
to be held on December 27, 
28 and 29. Public Works 
and Tourism Minister P A 
Mohamed Riyas said that 
the Beypore International 
Water Fest has helped 
highlight Kerala on the 
map of  adventure water 
sports competitions. The 
minister was speak-
ing at a press con-
ference organised 
by the festival or-
ganising commit-
tee in Beypore 
ahead of  Season 4 
of  the water fest, 
which will be held on De-
cember 27, 28, and 29. 

The minister also said 
that Chief  Minister Pi-
narayi Vijayan will inau-
gurate the festival on the 
evening of  December 27. 
MP M K Raghavan and 
Kozhikode corporation 
Mayor Beena Philip will be 
the special guests. Film di-
rector and actor Basil 
Joseph will participate as 
the chief  guest. The flag to 

be hoisted at the venue will 
be brought to Beypore 
beach on a bicycle ridden 
from Kozhikode beach. A 
live music show led by 
singer and director Vineeth 
Sreenivasan will also be 
held on the opening day.

“Malabar tourism devel-
opment is strengthening 
the tourism sector across 
Kerala. As part of  it, We 
are organising the water 
festival of  international 
standards in Beypore, 

which has beautiful 
beaches. The idea 
was embraced by 
the people and 
m a ny  c i t i z e n s 
came forward as 

organisers in the 
first year itself. Lakhs 

of  people visit the festival 
every year. The tourism de-
partment has set aside `1 
crore to hold the Beypore 
International Water Festi-
val every year based on the 
success of  the first year of  
the fest. The people who ac-
cept innovative ideas with 
open arms and the tourism 
department have played a 
major role in the success 
of  the fest,” the minister 
said.

Flex boards and hoardings 
have long been a common 
sight in public spaces, 
particularly in town areas. 
The recent by-poll in the 
constituency caused a surge 
in their numbers 

Saidalavi, stationary shop owner

Poorapremi Sangham holding celebrations at Swaraj Road in Thrissur |  S LAL

The SC intervention in the case has come as a hope for all of us. If the 
court does not come up with a favourable order, we will not be able to 
organise any festivals in future. We are happy that we were able to 
present our concerns before SC — Baiju, president of Poorapremi Sangham

Thrissur: The registered office of Pyramid Agro Multi State 
Co-operative Society, the new venture of UGS Group, was 
inaugurated by Minister for Animal Husbandry, Dairy 
Development, Milk Co-operatives J Chinchu Rani. UGS group has 
been functioning in Palakkad and Malappuram districts with 15 
branches for the past five years. Pyramid Agro Multi State 
Co-operative Society has permission to function in Kerala, 
Karnataka and Maharashtra. Launched during the Covid period as 
a startup, UGS group has been in the forefront of people-centric 
projects, including women empowerment, a release said. Pyramid 
Multi State Co-operative will be able to further provide services 
that would benefit people, said group chairman Ajith Palatt. 
Some of the services that the society would provide include 
personal loans, gold loans, business loans, vehicle loans and agri 
loans, he said. The Society would launch its new branches in 
Thrissur and Kozhikode, Palatt said.

Pyramid Agro Society’s  
registered office opened

EXPRESS READ

Leopard presence confirmed in Koodaranji
Kozhikode: The forest department officials have confirmed 
that a leopard killed livestock in Koodaranji, Kozhikode 
recently. On Tuesday, a pet dog of a local resident went 
missing and the dog owner said that they had seen a leopard 
at night. The forest department officials confirmed the 
presence of a leopard that took away the pet dog of the local 
resident. The officials conducted a detailed inspection in the 
area and confirmed the presence of the wild animal by 
checking its pugmarks. Similarly, a goat was taken away by the 
wild animal last week and a woman spotted it. The forest 
department has installed surveillance cameras in nearby 
areas. 

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
First they humiliate Dr BR Ambedkar, and then they intimidate and 
threaten the people who protest. #BJP is Just completely being undemo-
cratic & anti-national. #Congress & #INDIA alliance will continue to fight 
for our democracy & constitution. Let’s join hands to protect our country.
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