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Ministers discuss relocation of Buddinni villagers at Suvarna Soudha
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Raichur

A MEETING was held to dis-
cuss problems of  workers and 
villagers of  Buddinni Mines of  
Hutti Gold Mines Company 
Limited at Suvarna Soudha in 
Belagavi on Wednesday. 

Mines and Geology Minister 
S S Mallikarjun chaired the 
meeting in the presence of  Rai-
chur District Minister Dr Sha-
ran Prakash Patil, Minor Irri-
gation, Science and Technology 
Minister N S Boseraju, Hutti 
Gold Mines Company Limited 
chairman G T Patil, and Manvi 
MLA Hampayya Nayak. In the 
meeting, the villagers of  Bud-
dinni said that the blasting op-
erations of  a gold mine at Bud-
dinni village is causing a lot of  
trouble. “The village has to be 
relocated. Along with the com-

pensation, one member of  
each household should be giv-
en a job in the gold mine,” they 
demanded. The ministers as-
sured that Buddinni, which is 
close to the Hutti gold mines 
and is facing serious problems 
due to mining, will be relocat-
ed and the villagers will be 
given a job at the Hutti Gold 
Mines. 

Officials informed that ac-
cording to the Companies Act, 
there is a possibility of  provid-
ing employment to landowners 
who have lost their land to 
mining. 

There is no possibility of  pro-
viding employment to the vil-
lagers who are being relocated. 
Minister N S Boseraju said if  
necessary, approval is obtained 
at the Hutti Gold Mines Com-
pany’s board meeting, the nec-

essary amendments can be 
made at the government level. 
“Villagers of  Buddinni have 
been suffering from this prob-
lem for several years. The hous-

es of  these villagers have al-
ready been damaged due to 
mining, and it is necessary to 
relocate the houses from there. 
The villagers who lost their 

houses should be provided with 
employment along with com-
pensation,” he added. 

Mines and Geology Minister 
S S Mallikarjun responded pos-
itively to this and instructed 
the chairman of  Hutti Gold 
Mines Company Ltd and offi-
cials to give priority to hiring 
these villagers primarily on a 
contract basis. 

The officials were instructed 
to organise a meeting in Rai-
chur with the chairman of  Hut-
ti Gold Mines Co Ltd, Raichur 
District Minister Dr Sharan 
Prakash Patil, Minister N S 
Boseraju, MLA Hampayya Nay-
ak and the district administra-
tion to relocate the Buddinni 
villagers. It was decided to dis-
cuss the issue with the villag-
ers and take a final decision in 
this regard.

IRRIGATION PROJECT: GOVT TO FORM TECH PANEL TO STUDY FARMERS’ PROBLEMS 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kalaburagi

THE state government would constitute a ‘technical 
committee’ to study problems of  the victims whose 
lands were acquired long back for constructing Kara-
naja Irrigation Project in Bidar district, announced 
Chief  Minister Siddaramaiah in Belagavi on Thurs-
day. Speaking at a meeting held with representatives 
of  the victims in the presence of  Bidar District Min-
ister Eshwar Khandre, Minister for Municipal Admin-
istration Rahim Khan and MLAs at Suvarna Soudha, 
Siddaramaiah said that to solve the problem of  farm-
ers whose lands were acquired for Karanja Irrigation 
Project of  Bidar, the government would constitute a 
technical committee and to implement its report 
would be a good solution.  

Bidar District Minister Eshwar Khandre, who 
briefed about the problem in the meeting, said that the 
land was acquired in the 1970s for the construction of  
the Karanja reservoir to provide irrigation facilities 
to 29,227 hectares of  land in Bidar district, and the 
victims who have lost their land have not received ap-
propriate compensation even today. 

“Some people who lost their land have filed a case in 
court, and the court has ordered a compensation of  Rs 
88,000 per acre in one case. Therefore, the affected farm-
ers are requesting for a one-time special package (com-
pensation) from the government. When late Dharma 
Singh was the chief  minister, a high-powered commit-
tee was formed in 2005. The committee headed by the 
Additional Chief  Secretary had submitted its report in 
2012 and recommended a special package for the reha-
bilitation of  the victims. However, the cabinet rejected 
this recommendation,” he explained.

 Eshwar Khandre requested the chief  minister for 
a one-time special package (ex gratia) to the Karanja 
aggrieved farmers on humanitarian grounds. MLAs 
Shailendra Beldale and Prabhu Chavan, former min-
ister Rajashekar Patil and others also appealed to 
solve the problem of  the farmers who have given their 
lands for Karanja project on humanitarian basis. The 
chief  minister responded to the request and decided 
to constitute a technical committee, a press note is-
sued in this regard stated. KKRDB president Dr Ajay 
Singh, president of  Kalyana Karnataka Horata 
Samithi Lakshman Dasti and president of  Karanja 
Mulugade Raita Horata Samithi Chandrashekhar Pa-
til were present in the meeting.

SC/ST forums stage protest against Shah
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kalaburagi

OFFICE-bearers of  SC/ST Em-
ployees Association of  Gulbar-
ga University staged a demon-
stration in front of  the 
Administrative Building of  the 
university on Thursday, pro-
testing against the statement 
of  Home Minister Amit Shah 
about B R Ambedkar.

Chairperson of  Kannada Ad-
hyayana Samsthe Prof  H T 

Pote, Professor in Political Sci-
ence Department of  the Uni-
versity Chandrakant Yatnoor 
and other senior office-bears of  
the association condemned the 
alleged derogatory statement 
of  Home Minister Amit Shah 
and demanded him to apologize 
for his statement and to with-
draw it. They also submitted a 
memorandum addressed to the 
Governor through the Vice-
chancellor. In the memoran-
dum, the office-bearers asked 

the Governor to send the mem-
orandum to the President of  
India and the President should 
take steps to sack Amit Shah.

Earlier, activists of  the Post 
Graduate Guest Lecturers As-
sociation and Post Graduate 
Students Association took out 
a procession from the Library 
of  the university to the admin-
istrative office, condemning 
the statement of  Amit Shah 
and demanding him to apolo-
gise to the nation.

 Land was acquired in the 1970s for the construction of Karanja reservoir  The victims who have lost their land have not received compensation even today 

CM Siddaramaiah holding a meeting in Belagavi on Thursday to solve problems of 
the farmers who have lost their  lands for Karanja Irrigation project in Bidar district

A meeting was held by ministers with workers and Buddinni villagers at Suvarna 
Vidhana Soudha in Belagavi on Wednesday  |  EXPRESS

SC/ST Employees Association office-bearers submitting a memorandum to the 
Governor through VC of Gulbarga University Dayanand Agasar on Thursday

I have 
requested 
the chief 

minister for 
a one-time 

special 
package 

(ex-gratia) 
to the 

Karanja 
aggrieved 
farmers. 

 The chief 
minister 

responded 
to the 

request and 
decided to 
constitute 
a technical 
committee

Eshwar 
Khandre, 

District 
Minister

Mangaluru: A class 9 orphan boy was electrocuted while setting up lights on a Christmas crib 
and his house on the occasion of Christmas at Perodithaya Katte at Tenkakarandur village in 
Belthangady. The deceased has been identified as 16-year-old Stephen, a student of St Teresa 
School at Belthangady. His parents had passed away two years ago due to illness and he was 
living with his grandmother. MESCOM officials have visited the house

BE KIND WHENEVER POSSIBLE. IT IS 
ALWAYS POSSIBLE ❯ DALAI LAMA


