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Skiers were airlifted after a chair 
lift in French Alps broke down

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 5 -8 SNY
Colombo 30 24 SNY
Dhaka 27 16 SNY
Dubai 24 19 SNY
Houston 23 16 LR
Istanbul 12 10 LC
London 12 9 LC

Los Angeles 18 8  SNY
Melbourne 39 16 SNY
Moscow 1 -1 LS
New York 2 -2 SNY
Singapore 30 25 LR
Toronto 1 -2 LC
Washington 9 7 LR

UN in Syria ready to collect 
proof of Assad’s crime

Protests in Syria over burning of X-mas tree
Protests have broken out in Syria over the burning of a Christmas tree, prompting calls for the 
new Islamist authorities to take steps to protect minorities, BBC reported. A video posted on 
social media showed the tree on fire in the main square of Suqaylabiyah, a Christian-majority 
town in central Syria. Demonstrators took to the streets across the country in Hama province

UNITED NATIONS

THE UN organisation assisting in inves-
tigating the most serious crimes in Syria 
said on Monday the country’s new au-
thorities were ‘very receptive’ to its re-
quest for cooperation during a just-con-
cluded visit to Damascus, and it is 
preparing to deploy.

The visit led by Robert Petit, head of  
the International, Impartial and Inde-
pendent Mechanism for Syria, was the 
first since the organisation was estab-
lished by the UN General Assembly in 
2016. It was created to assist in evidence-
gathering and prosecution of  individu-
als responsible for possible war crimes, 
crimes against humanity and genocide 
since Syria’s civil war began in 2011. Pet-
it highlighted the urgency of  preserving 
documents and other evidence before it 
is lost. Since the rebel overthrow of  Syr-
ia’s President Bashar Assad and the 
rebel opening of  prisons and detention 
facilities there have been rising demands 
from Syrians for the prosecution of  those 
responsible for atrocities and killings 
while he was in power.

“The fall of  the Assad rule is a signifi-
cant opportunity for us to fulfill our 
mandate on the ground,” Petit said. 

“Time is running out. There is a small 
window of  opportunity to secure these 

sites and the material they hold.”
UN associate spokesperson Stephane 

Tremblay said Monday the investigative 
team ‘is preparing for an operational de-
ployment as early as possible and as soon 
as it is authorised to conduct activities 
on Syrian soil.’ The spokesperson for the 
organisation, known as the IIIM, who 
was on the trip with Petit, went further, 
said: “We are preparing to deploy on the 
e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  we  w i l l  g e t 
authorisation.”

“The representatives from the caretak-
er authorities were very receptive to our 
request for cooperation and are aware of  
the scale of  the task ahead,” the spokes-
person said. “They emphasised that they 
will need expertise to help safeguard the 
newly accessible documentation.” The 
IIIM did not disclose which officials in 
the new government it met with or the 
site that Petit visited afterward.

“Even at one facility,” Petit said, “the 
mountains of  government documenta-
tion reveal the chilling efficiency of  sys-
temising the regime’s atrocity crimes.” 
He said that a collective effort by Syri-
ans, civil society organisations and in-
ternational partners will be needed, as a 
priority, to preserve evidence of  the 
crimes committed, and ensure that all 
victims are inclusively represented in 
the pursuit of  justice.  AP

11 KILLED, 7 HURT IN BLAST AT TURKEY EXPLOSIVES PLANT

This handout image shows the moment 
of an explosion in Turkey |  AFP

ISTANBUL

A powerful blast ripped through an 
explosives plant in northwestern 
Turkey on Tuesday, killing 11 people 
and injuring seven others, officials 
said. Footage showed shards of  glass 
and metal scattered outside the plant 
north of  the city of  Balikesir, where 
ambulances stood by.

“There are unfortunately 11 
deaths... eight women and three men. 
And we have seven injured,” Tur-
key’s Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya 
said at the scene. Two of  the seven 
injured were “under observation” in 
hospital, he added.

According to the governor of  Ba-

likesir province, Ismail Ustaoglu, 
the blast happened shortly before 
8.30 am because of  a “technical mal-
function” on a production line at the 
factory, which produces munitions 
and explosives for civilian use. 

Six employees of  the same factory 
were injured in a previous explosion 
in 2014, according to Turkish media.  
Images broadcast by Turkish televi-
sion channels showed part of  the fac-
tory completely destroyed, as well as 
metal panels and shattered glass on 
the ground.  

One witness on the 24-hour news 
channel NTV described the scene as 
a “battlefield”. 

A fire that broke out following the 

explosion was extinguished by fire-
fighters, and the factory was quickly 
evacuated.  An investigation has 
been opened and the theory of  sabo-
tage has already been ruled out, ac-
cording to the authorities. 

The factory is located about a kilo-
metre from the nearest village, ac-
cording to satellite images.  Turkey’s 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of-
fered his condolences and as well as 
the interior minister, he also sent de-
fence and labour ministers to the 
scene. He has promised a full investi-
gation into the cause of  the blast. In 
June 2023, five people died in a blast 
at an explosives factory in Ankara 
province, near the Turkish capital.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA
e-mail - serwsbd2003@yahoo.com

No: 4732  / Dt: 20/12/2024
1st corrigendum

O-1019:     ln continuation to this office Bid ldentification No- CCERWCSBD On-
line-16/2024-25 invited vide this office Notice No. 4594 Dtd. 07.12.2024, partial 
modification of TCN has been made as follows:-

Sl 
No

Item Time Schedule as per 
original TCN

Time Schedule as per 
Corrigendum notice

1 Availability of Tender 
online for bidding

12.12.2024 at 11.00 
AM to 26.12.2024 up to 

5.00 Pm

Extended up to 
09.01.2025 5.00 Pm

2 Date and Time of seeking 
tender clarification if any

24.12.2024 up to 2.00 
PM

08.01.2025 up to 2.00 
PM

3 Date & Time of opening of 
tender (Technical Bid)

27.12.2024 at 11.00 AM 10.01.2025 at 11.00 AM

4 Date & Time of opening of 
tender (Price Bid)

Will be intimated later on 
to the successful bidders

Will be intimated later on 
to the successful bidders

All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.
Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer,

OIPR- 25182/11/0024/2425 Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda

GOVT. OF ODISHA, OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEER RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: KEONJHAR 

 email: se_nerwkjr@rediffmail.com
eProcurement Notice for Road Works 

under MMSY-Imrovement to Existing RD Roads 
Bid Identification No. NCB-22/RWCKJR/2024-25 

No.3830 / Date: 20/12/2024
1. Name of the work  :-  Construction and Maintenance of road under MMSY-Improvement to 

Existing RD Roads in the District of Keonjhar. 
2. No. of work :- 03(Three) Nos. 
3. Estimated Cost  :-  As per Annexure in NIT. 
4. Class of Contractor (Eligible) :- As per Annexure in NIT.
5. Period of Completion :- As per Annexure in NIT. 
6. Other details :- 

Procurement Officer Bid Identifica-
tion No. 

Availability of tender Online 
for bidding

Last Date 
& Time of 

seeking Tender 
Clarification

Date &Time of Opening of Tender in 
O/o C.C.E. R.W. Circe, Keonjhar

From To Technialal Bid Fiancial Bid 

1 2 3  4 5  6 7 
Chief Construction Engineer, 
Rural Works Circle, Keonjhar

 NCB-22/RW-
CKJR/2024-25

Dt.30.12.24 
at 11.00 A.M

Dt.13.01.25 
up to 5.00 P.M

Dt.10.01.25 
up to 5.00 P.M

Dt.15.01.25 
at 11.00 A.M

Will be 
intimated later 

��Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in  

O-972

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, R.W. Circle, KeonjharOIPR-25177/11/0029/2425
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