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Thomas Isaac @drthomasisaac
The civil war in Manipur that has entered 18 months is the result of BJP’s 
failed social engineering http://strategy.An unbelievable callousness on 
the part of a prime minister who has not found time to visit the troubled 
state even once. Dismiss the Biren govt and start the peace process.
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Elephant herd terrorising Kallapalli residents
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kasaragod

DESPITE various measures 
adopted by the forest depart-
ment, wild elephants continue 
to wreak havoc on farms of  Ka-
llapalli residents in the Panath-
ady grama panchayat. A herd 
of  six wild elephants has been 
terrorising Kallapalli for the 
past three days. The elephants 
have ventured into human set-

tlements causing widespread 
damage to crops, thereby affect-
ing the livelihood of  residents.

Radhakrishna Gowda, a 
member of  Panathady 
grama panchayat, said, 
"For the past three days 
the herd of  elephants 
has been camping near 
the human habitat. On the 
first day, they destroyed crops 
belonging to three farmers. A 
solar fence is constructed near 

the border, but the elephant en-
ters through it. Elephants de-
stroyed crops, including rubber 

trees, coconut palms, black 
pepper, teak, and cashew 
seedlings."

The village's proximi-
ty to reserve forest, 
which seamlessly merges 

with the Karnataka forest, 
creates an ideal sanctuary for 
elephants. The presence of  a 
calf  in the herd makes it more 

dangerous. These elephants typ-
ically approach the village at 
night and retreat before dawn. 

Radhakrishna expressed con-
cern that the wild elephant herd 
could return to the village as it 
is camping in the reserve forest 
close to human habitations. The 
presence of  elephant corridors 
near the forest border is a pri-
mary factor contributing to 
their incursion into human 
settlements. 

Team Azhikodan wins men’s rowing 
competition at N Malabar Water Fest
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kasaragod

TEAM Azhikodan from Ach-
amthuruthi claimed first place 
in the 25-member men's rowing 
competition at the North Mala-
bar Water Festival, held at Ach-
amthuruthi on the Tejaswini 
River on Monday. The event 
was organised under the lead-
ership of  the District Tourism 
Promotion Council, Nileshwar 
Municipal Corporation, and 
the Cheruvathur Panchayat 
P e o p l e ' s  O r g a n i s a t i o n 
Committee. 

AKG Podothuruthi finished 
in second place, while Vayalka-

ra Vengad secured third. In the 
women's 15-member rowing 
competition, Vayalkara Vengad 
emerged victorious, with two 
teams from Krishnapillai Ka-
vumchira taking second and 
third place, respectively. The 
15-member men's rowing com-
petition, held on Sunday, saw 
AKG Podothuruthi clinch first 
place, followed by Krishnapil-
lai Kavumchira in second and 
AKG Mayicha in third.

 The finals for both the wom-
en's 15-member and men's 
25-member rowing events were 
held on Monday morning. MLA 
M Rajagopalan presented the 
trophies to the winners.

Bus operators oppose NHAI’s plan to decongest Edakkad rail gate
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kannur

THE private bus association 
has strongly opposed a new 
traffic management plan intro-
duced by National Highway Au-
thority of  India (NHAI) to ad-
dress congestion at the Edakkad 
Nadal railway gate in Kannur. 
Residents and private bus asso-
ciation argue that the planned 
traffic diversions and location 
of  the underpass will cause sig-
nificant inconvenience and 
lengthy detours, particularly 
for those travelling between 
Kannur and Thalassery.

Earlier, private bus operators 
running on the Kannur-Tha-
lassery route launched an in-
definite strike, protesting de-
lays caused by existing traffic 
restrictions imposed by the NH 
authorities. 

The association has reiterat-
ed its demand for the construc-
tion of  an underpass at the 
Nadal railway gate, arguing 
that it is essential for smoother 
and more efficient operations.  

Under the current NH con-
struction plan, buses and large 
vehicles crossing the Nadal 
railway gate via Kannur-Thot-

tada toward Thalassery must 
take a 3.5-km detour. They are 
required to loop back toward 
Kannur, use the Chalampalam 
underpass, and then re-enter 
the service road leading to 
Thalassery.  

The private bus asso-
ciation has said that the 
new arrangement is not 
feasible. Instead, they are press-
ing for an underpass near the 
OK UP School, which is located 
immediately after the Nadal 

railway gate. 
Following the strike, a high-

level meeting led by minister 
Kadannapalli Ramachandran 
discussed possible adjustments

to the NH authorities' plan 
and demanded an alter-
native solution. Howev-
er both the public and 
private bus operators 
remain skeptical about 

the revised traffic im-
provement measures pro-

posed by the NH authorities.  
According to the latest up-

dates, buses approaching the 
Nadal railway gate will need to 

take the Kannur-side service 
road up to the Edakkad under-
pass before switching to the 
Thalassery service road. Return 
journeys will involve entering 
the highway at Muzhappilan-
gad panchayat office and rejoin-
ing the service road near the 
Edakkad petrol pump.  

Residents have raised safety 
concerns about diverting traffic 
onto the expressway, particular-
ly regarding potential risks of  
accidents.

Another significant issue is 
passenger inconvenience. For 
example, if  buses travelling to-

ward Kannur are diverted onto 
the elevated highway, passen-
gers from Edakkad town head-
ing to Kannur would find it dif-
ficult to board the bus.

Although an underpass near 
the Nadal railway gate provides 
access to the Thalassery service 
road via the Urpazhassikkav 
Temple Road, its limited size 
only accommodates mini-buses 
and small vehicles. Kannur Pri-
vate Bus Owners Association 
representative Raj Kumar told 
TNIE that they would never ap-
prove NH's plan, and would go 
for extensive protests.

Association reiterates demand for the construction of an underpass at the Nadal railway gate as it is essential for smoother and efficient operations

Miscreants steal, damage `25,000  
flagpole ahead of CPM meet
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kasaragod

THE theft of  the flagpole, CPM 
had readied for its three-day 
Kasaragod area conference, on 
the day of  the event's inaugura-
tion on Monday took the party 
by surprise. Adding insult to 
injury, the flagpole was found 
damaged on a vacant plot in the 
evening. 

The theft is believed to have 
occurred post 1am, after the 
workers gave final touches to 
the flagpole, covered it with a 
tarpaulin and left. Made of  
wood, the flagpole cost around 
`25,000. The workers had  
written the entire history of  
the party congress on the 
flagpole.

“After finishing the work, we 
had kept the flagpole at a party 
member's house in Kudulu on 
Sunday night. The theft came 
to light around 6am. We had 
been working on the flagpole 
for two weeks. We have filed a 
complaint with the police,” said 
CPM Kudulu local secretary 
Bhujangu Shetty. 

He said moving the flagpole 

requires at least four people, in-
dicating involvement of  a 
group in the theft. The party 
soon made hasty arrangements 
to set up an alternative flagpole 
ahead of  the event in the 
evening at Anangoor.

Kasaragod police filed a case 

under Section 192 of  the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (wan-
tonly giving provocation with 
intent to cause riot) and Sec-
tion 303(2) (moving effected by 
the same act which effects the 
severance may be a theft). 

A canine squad was deployed 
to the spot. The police are also 
checking CCTV footage from a 
nearby building. Kasaragod 
DySP Sunil Kumar C K and 
Kasaragod CI Nalinakshan P 
reached the spot to take stock 
of  the situation.

“We have launched an inves-
tigation. We are checking CCTV 
footage from the area and inter-
viewing residents to gather in-
formation,” said a Kasaragod 
police official.

The damaged flagpole that was found 
abandoned on a vacant plot 

History of party cong 
written on the pole
The theft is believed to have 
occurred post 1am, after the 
workers gave final touches to 
the flagpole, covered it with 
a tarpaulin and left. The 
workers had written the 
entire history of the party 
congress on the flagpole. 
Workers alleged involvement 
of a group in the theft as 
moving the flagpole requires 
at least four people

After finishing the work, we had kept the flagpole at a party 
member's house in Kudulu on Sunday night. The theft came to light 
around 6am. We had been working on the flagpole for two weeks 
 – Bhujangu Shetty, CPM Kudulu local secretary

E X P R E S S  R E A D

North zone sports meet 
of jail staff from Nov 21
Kannur: The second North Region 
Sports Meet of prison staff will be 
held from November 21 to 23 at 
Kannur Central Prison and 
Correctional Home Parade Ground. 
Around 500 employees from six 
districts from Palakkad to 
Kasaragod will participate in the 
meet. The three-day fair aims to 
inculcate a healthy mind and body 
for the prison staff. 'Gajju', 
designed by Kannur Central Jail 
deputy prison officer A K Shinoj, is 
the lucky symbol of the fair. The 
mascot was designed to show 
solidarity with the disaster victims 
by symbolically presenting an 
elephant that saved a mother and 
child in the Mundakai-Chooralmala 
landslide. Actor Nikhila Vimal 
released the lucky charm.

‘Arrangement not feasible’
Under the current NH plan, buses and large vehicles crossing the 

Nadal railway gate via Kannur-Thottada toward Thalassery must 
take a 3.5-km detour. They are required to loop back toward 

Kannur, use the Chalampalam underpass, and then re-enter 
the service road leading to Thalassery.  The private bus 

association has said the new arrangement is not feasible.


