
Vice-President Kamala 
Harris’s loss in the US 
presidential election 

means that she has become 
the second female candidate 
to be beaten by Republican 
Donald Trump, despite 
mounting a historic campaign. 

For the analysts who spoke 
to Al Jazeera, Harris’s loss 
brought a sense of deja vu, 
echoing the defeat of fellow 
Democrat Hillary Clinton in 
2016. “The biggest underlying 
dynamic in American politics 
right now is views toward race, 
views toward gender,” said 
Tresa Undem, a public opinion 
researcher focused on gender. 

Undem and other experts 

predict the Democrats will 
face a tsunami of backlash, 
given the stakes of the 2024 

election. “Harris and the 
Democrats are going to face a 
whole lot of wrath,” Undem 

explained. “There will be all 
kinds of narratives: What’s 
wrong with Democrats? What 
is wrong with Harris? Was it 
her race and gender? She talks 

about abortion too much…” 
As the shock of Harris’s loss 

settles, Mike Nellis, a former 
adviser to Harris’s 2020 cam-
paign and a founder of the 
group White Dudes for Harris, 
said there will be crucial les-
sons for the Democratic Party 
to heed as it faces the battles 
ahead under President-elect 
Trump. 

“Everybody will have an 
opinion,” Nellis told Al Ja-
zeera. “All of our hair will be 

on fire.” 
The ‘deep-seatedness of 
white supremacy’ 
Had she won, Harris would 
have shattered glass ceilings 
and become the first woman, 
second Black person and first 
South Asian to be elected to 
the highest office in the land. 

Harris herself made little 
mention of the historic nature 
of her presidential bid during 
her compressed, 3-month 
sprint to Election Day, after 
Biden dropped out in July. In-
stead, she pitched herself as a 
candidate for “all Americans”, 
running a centrist campaign 
and promising a continuation 
of Biden’s policies.
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WHAT DOES KAMALA HARRIS’S LOSS MEAN? ‘Feisty guy’ Vance set 
to be youngest veep

AP  
WASHINGTON 

Voters for the first time 
elected two Black women 
to serve simultaneously in 
the Senate and sent an 
openly transgender law-
maker to Congress on 
Tuesday. They're among 
historic choices in nearly 
a dozen races showing 
Americans opting for 
more diverse representa-
tion even with issues such 
as affirmative action and 
LGBTQ inclusion driving 
deeper divisions. 

Never in the Senate 
have two Black women 
served at the same time. 
Kamala Harris was only 
the second Black woman 
and first South Asian 
woman to serve in the 
Senate, before she was 
elected  Vice-President.  
From 2021 to 2023, the 
chamber was without 
Black female representa-
tion until California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom appointed 
Laphonza Butler to a va-
cancy created by the 
death of Sen. Dianne Fein-
stein. 

Black women 
notch historic 
Senate wins

Agencies 
WASHINGTON 

Former US President Donald 
Trump, on the brink of re-
claiming the White House, 
took a victory lap in Florida 
and gave a special shoutout to 
his vice-presidential running 
mate, Senator JD Vance of 
Ohio and his Indian-origin 
wife, Usha Chilukuri Vance. 

In his victory speech, 
Trump introduced Vance as 
the "next Vice President-elect 
of the United States," and Usha 
as "his absolutely remarkable 
and beautiful wife". Describing 

the 40-year-old first-term 
Senator as a "feisty guy" who 
goes up against opponents 
head-on, he lauded his loyalty 
and resilience. "I told JD to go 
into the enemy camp. He just 
goes OK. Whi ch one? CNN? 
MSNBC? He's like the only guy 
who looks forward to going on 
and then just absolutely obliter-
ates th em," Trump told che -
ering supporters. 

Vance, set to be the youn-
gest US Vice-President, ad-
dressed the rally shortly after 
Trump and expressed grati-
tude for the opportunity to be 
part of his historic campaign. 
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