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S
ports Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya on
Thursday wrote to

Dipa Karmakar conveying
his surprise at her decision
to retire, a couple of days
after the trailblazing Indian
gymnast called time on her
career.

The 31-year-old Dipa,
who became the �rst In-
dian woman gymnast to re-
present the country at the
Games in the 2016 Rio
Olympics and �nished
fourth, announced her re-
tirement on Monday.

“I got to know about
your retirement from gym-
nastics. While your deci-
sion surprised me, I have
full faith that you have ta-

ken this decision keeping
in mind your priorities in
life and the experiences
that you have had. I com-
pletely respect your deci-
sion,” Mandaviya wrote in
a letter to Dipa.

“Your journey in gym-
nastics, which began at the
age of six, has been inspira-
tional. You have scaled the
highs in the sport and
made the country proud
despite facing so many dif-
�culties. Being awarded
with the Major Dhyan
Chand Khel Ratna Award
and the Padma Shri is the
indication of your unique
contribution,” he added.

Mandaviya said the
whole country is proud of
Dipa, who routinely per-
formed the highly-di�cult
Produnova vault.

The Union Sports Minister, though surprised, respects the athlete’s decision, lauds her achievements and 

wants her to inspire the youngsters by sharing her knowledge

Mandaviya writes to gymnast
Dipa on her retirement

Trailblazer: Sports Minister is keen on Dipa’s contribution to the growth of Indian gymnasts. FILE PHOTO
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Tamil Nadu women
qualify for next stage

PALAKKAD: Kerala blanked
Goa 2-0 while Tamil Nadu
defeated Himachal
Pradesh by a lone goal in
the National senior
women’s football
championship here on
Wednesday.

That saw three teams —
Goa, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu — �nish level at the
end of the four-team
Group ‘A’ with six points
each but the latter
quali�ed to the next phase
with a superior goal
di�erence.

“Goal di�erence is taken
into account if three teams
have equal points and
equal status,” P.
Anilkumar, the secretary
general of the All India
Football Federation, told
The Hindu.

But the goals scored
against Himachal Pradesh,
with �nished last in the
group losing all its three
matches, were not
considered.

The results (Group ‘A’, league):

Kerala 2 (K. Manasa 53-p, Aleena
Tony 90+4) bt Goa 0; TN 1 (Kaviya
Pakkirisamy 29) bt HP 0.

State Masters Games
from Oct. 26

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:

The Kerala State Masters
Games will be held at
various venues from
October 26 to November
17. Competitions will be
held in athletics, football,
volleyball, badminton and
table tennis. Thrissur will
host athletics and football
events while volleyball will
be held in Kottayam.
Kozhikode will be the
venue for table tennis
while volleyball will be
held in Kottayam.

The State team for the

National Masters
championships to be held
in Patiala will be chosen
from this event. The State
Masters Games is being
organised by Masters
Games Association of
Kerala.

Aushik scalps five as
Central Excise enters
semifinal

KOCHI: Aushik Srinivas’
�ve wickets and
half-centuries from Kavin,
Vishal and Mukhilesh
helped GST and Central
Excise crush South Zone
CC by 97 runs in an

all-Chennai quarter�nal of
the 74th Navio all-India
Pooja cricket tournament
at the Tripunithura Palace
Oval on Wednesday. 
The scores: GST & Central Excise,
Chennai 226/8 in 45 overs (Kavin
50, Vishal 63, Mukhilesh 66) bt
South Zone, Chennai 129 in 27.4
overs (K. Rajkumar 34, Santosh
Shiv 33 n.o., Aushik Srinivas 5/11,
D.T. Chandrasekar 3/25).

State junior athletics 
from today
THENIPALAM: The 68th
State junior athletics
championships begin at
the Calicut University’s
C.H. Muhammed Koya

Stadium on Thursday.
Around 1,300 boys and
girls will be in action in
four age-groups —
under-14, 16, 18 and 20 —
in the event. 

Chris Central School
triumphs

THIRUVALLA: Christ
Central School, Thiruvalla
crushed Choice School,
Thiruvalla 42-22 to win the
title in the St. Mary’s
School Golden Jubilee
Trophy basketball
tournament at the St.
Mary’s basketball stadium
here on Wednesday. 

The results: Final: Christ Central
School Thiruvalla 42 (R. Vasudev
15) bt Choice School
Thiruvalla 22.

Loser’s final: Sacred Heart
Public School, Kilimala 47 (Jerry
Alphonze 13, Aloshy Suresh 10) bt
St. Johns HSS, Thumpamon 16.

Semifinals: Christ Central
School Thiruvalla 43 (Alex
Thomas 15, Herman Biju 13) bt
Sacred heart public School
Kilimala 31 (Arpith 10); Choice
School Thiruvalla 52 ( Steve
Thomas 15 ) bt St Johns 17.

Thrissur hoopsters win
under-17 boys’ title
THALASSERY: Thrissur
drubbed Kozhikode 63-23
to win the State Schools

Games basketball
(under-17) boys title at the
Municipal indoor stadium
on Wednesday. 

The results: Final: Thrissur 63
(Abhishek K. Pradeep 14,
Parthasarathy 11, T. Asary 11) bt
Kozhikode 23.

Loser’s final: Kottayam 62
(Milan Jose 19, Abhijith 15 ) bt
Alappuzha 61 ( Romal K. Roy 15,
Suhaib Shajahan 14, Abhishek K.
Asokan 12).

Semifinals: Thrissur 48
(Abhishek 24 ) bt Kottayam 26
(Milen Jose 14); Kozhikode 70 (
Pranav 20, Vighnesh Shiva 15, P.K.
Vishal 13 ) bt Alappuzha 60
(Suhaib Shajahan 19, Abhishek K.
Asokan 17 ).

KERALA ROUND-UP
�

The crucial Super League
Kerala football match bet-
ween Malappuram FC and
Forca Kochi FC was aban-
doned on Wednesday
night owing to soggy
ground conditions at the
Payyanad Stadium.

It had rained heavily in
the afternoon and match
o�cials felt the pitch was
unsafe for play. With no an-
nouncement coming till
about 8 p.m. and with the
crowd in the stands getting
impatient, it looked like
the match would have a de-
layed start. But that did not
happen. 

As per the league rules,
the match will be recorded
as a 0-0 draw and both the
teams will be awarded a
point each.

However Kochi, which
had lost 2-0 to Malappu-

ram in the Super League
opener last month, ap-
peared keen to play. 

Kochi had recovered
nicely from that bad start
and is now in the third spot
in the league table and a
win on Wednesday would
have helped it climb to the
second spot. 

“We were ready to play,
we are not scared of any-
body...the ground was not
much of a problem, it was
slowly getting better,”
former India captain Jo
Paul Ancheri, Kochi’s assis-
tant coach, told The Hindu.

“We lost those crucial
points.”

Malappuram and Kochi share
points as match is abandoned
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Gratitude: Forca Kochi coach Lemos, assistant Ancheri, and players

thank the crowd after the match. SAKEER HUSSAIN 
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