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DOWN BUT NOT OUT | Nasrallah’s long-time deputy says Israel’s air-strikes did not affect their military capabilities

Hezbollah’s acting chief vows to continue fight
AP  
BEIRUT 

Hezbollah's acting leader 
Naim Kassem vowed on Mon-
day to continue battling Israel 
and said the militant group 
was prepared for a long fight 
even after much of its top com-
mand was wiped out, includ-
ing its leader Hassan 
Nasrallah. 

Israeli strikes have killed 
Nasrallah and six of his top 
commanders and officials in 
the last 10 days, and have hit 
what the military says are 

thousands of militant targets 
across large parts of Lebanon. 

Over 1,000 people have been 
killed in Lebanon in the past 
two weeks, nearly a quarter of 
them women and children, ac-
cording to the Health Ministry. 
Early Monday, an airstrike hit 
a residential building, wiping 
out one apartment, damaging 
others, and killing three Pales-
tinian militants in central Bei-
rut, as Israel appeared to send 
a clear message that no part of 
Lebanon is out of bounds. 

Despite the heavy 
blow Hezbollah has 

suffered in recent weeks, act-
ing leader Naim Kassem said 
in a televised statement that if 
Israel decides to launch a 
ground offensive, the group's 
fighters are ready - noting that 
the commanders killed have 
already been replaced. "Israel 
was not able to affect our (mili-
tary) capabilities," Kassem 
said in his first speech since 
Nasrallah was killed. "There 
are deputy commanders and 
there are replacements in case 
a commander is wounded in 
any post." He added that Hez-
bollah anticipated "the battle 

could be long". 
A founding member of Hez-

bollah who had been Nasral-
lah's longtime deputy, Kassem 
will remain in his acting posi-
tion until the group's leader-
ship elects a replacement. The 
man widely expected to take 
over the top post is Hashem 
Safieddine, a cousin of Nasral-
lah who oversees the group's 
political affairs. Hezbollah has 
significantly increased its 
rocket attacks in the past week 
to several hundred daily, but 
most have been intercepted or 
fallen in open areas. Several 

people have been wounded in 
Israel. There have been no 
fatalities since two soldiers 
were killed near the border on 
September 19. 

But Hezbollah's capabilities 
remain unclear. In the past 
week, Israel has frequently tar-
geted Beirut's southern sub-
urbs, where Hezbollah has a 
strong presence - including 
the massive strike on Friday 
that killed Nasrallah - but had 
not hit locations closer to the 

city centre. The strike early 
Monday killed three members 
of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, a small, 
leftist faction that has not been 
meaningfully involved in 
months of fighting. Also on 
Monday, Hamas announced 
that its top commander in Le-
banon, Fatah Sharif, was killed 
with his family in an airstrike 
on the Al-Buss refugee camp. 
Israeli military confirmed that 
it had targeted him.Clockwise; Damage caused in Beirut following an Israeli 

airstrike; Hezbollah acting leader Naim Kassem
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Far-right French leader Marine Le Pen – a presidential 
candidate in the last three elections – and members of 
her National Rally (RN) party face trial on allegations 
that they misused European Union funds, according 
to Al Jazeera. 

The nine-week trial, due to open on Monday morn-
ing, will be closely watched by Le Pen’s political rivals 
as a conviction could scupper 
her chances of making another 
bid for the presidency in 2027. 

The allegations are directed 
against 26 defendants from RN, 
including the leader’s father 
and party founder Jean-Marie 
Le Pen. 

Party officials and em-
ployees, former lawmakers 
and parliamentary assistants 
are accused of using money al-
located to cover the costs of 
European Parliament roles to 
pay staff who were working for 
RN. 

Prosecutors claim that RN 
said the funds were used to pay 
“parliamentary assistants” of 
members of the European Par-
liament (MEPs) between 2004 
and 2016, but that, in reality, 
the employees were working 
exclusively in other roles for 
the party. 

A bodyguard, secretary, Le 
Pen’s chief of staff and a 
graphic designer were all alleg-
edly hired under false pre-
tences. Le Pen has always 
denied the allegations, which 
were first flagged in 2015.

Far-right party in France on 
trial for EU funds abuse
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