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S
tar shuttlers P.V.
Sindhu and Lakshya
Sen will lead the In-

dian contingent at the Arc-
tic Open Super 500 tour-
nament commencing here
on Tuesday, as they look to
reclaim their momentum
on the international stage
following a medal-less out-
ing at the Paris Olympics.

This tournament marks
the �rst outing for Sindhu
and Lakshya since the
Olympic Games, and they
are keen to reset their
goals. 

The duo has reassessed
their performances and
implemented changes to
regain their rhythm. Sind-
hu has roped in Anup Srid-
har and Korean legend Lee
Syun Il as her new coach-
es, moving on from Indo-
nesia’s Agus Dwi Santoso. 

Physical assessment
Lakshya, who narrowly
missed a medal in Paris,
spent time at the Red Bull
Arena in Austria for physi-
cal assessment.

In the opening round,
Sindhu, who exited in the
round of 16 in Paris, will
face familiar rival Canada’s
Michelle Li, while Sen,
who lost in the bronze me-
dal playo�, will compete
against Denmark’s Rasmus
Gemke.

Double Olympic medal-
list Sindhu is favoured to
overcome Li and could
face 18-year-old Japanese
sensation Tomako Miyaza-
ki, the 2022 junior world
champion, in the next
round, an opponent
against whom she lost at
the Swiss Open earlier this
year. 

Chance for revenge
For Lakshya, it’s a chance
for revenge against
Gemke, having lost to him
at the India Open in 2023. 

If he overcomes Gemke,
he might face seventh-
seeded Chou Tien Chen of
Chinese Taipei.

K. Srikanth, returning
to action at the Macau
Open after a four-month
injury layo�, will compete
in the quali�ers alongside
younger compatriots Ki-
ran George and Sathish
Kumar Karunakaran.

Former World No. 1 Sri-
kanth is set to face George,
while Sathish will battle
against France’s Arnaud
Merkle.

In women’s singles, be-
sides Sindhu, in-form Mal-
vika Bansod and Aakarshi
Kashyap are also in
contention.

Malvika, who reached
the quater�nals at the Chi-
na Open Super 1000, will

open against World No. 24
Sung Shuo Yun of Chinese
Taipei, while Aakarshi will
be up against Yvonne Li of
Germany in the �rst
round.

Promising player
Another promising player,
Unnati Hooda, who won
the 2022 Odisha Masters,
will take on Heli Neiman of
Israel in the quali�ers.

While there is no Indian
representation in men’s
doubles, Rituparna Panda
and Swetaparna Panda
will compete in women’s
doubles, and Sathish will
partner with Aadya Vari-
yath in mixed doubles.

Sindhu, Lakshya eye
comeback at Arctic Open
after Paris setback

Back in action: Lakshya and Sindhu will lead the Indian contingent at the Super 500 tournament in
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The tournament marks the �rst outing for the duo since the Olympic Games; they have reassessed

their performances and implemented changes with the hope to regain their rhythm
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The junior India team,
comprising 12 sailors, won
seven medals in the Oman
Open championship, ac-
cording to chief coach Su-
heim Sheikh.

“The exposure trip was
part of the collaboration of
the Sports Authority of In-
dia and the Yachting Asso-
ciation of India,” said Su-
heim. “It was a very
creditable performance
considering that top Asian
countries including Thai-
land, UAE, Kuwait, Singa-

pore and most middle east-
ern nations competed.”

“The juniors are now
preparing for the Asians to

be held in Hong Kong and
the Worlds in Argentina.
Being age restricted, this is
their last chance to partici-

pate at internationals while
representing India as ju-
niors,” he said.

Shreya Krishna of Tamil
Nadu and Lahiri Komara-
velly of Hyderabad won
gold and silver in the under
15 sub-junior event. Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Shashank
Bhatam and Somya Singh
claimed a silver each,
while Statemates Akshat
Dohare and Shagun Jha
toiok a bronze each in the
boys’ and girls’ junior
championships respective-
ly. Telangana’s Manya Red-
dy won silver in the wo-
men’s class.

Junior Indian sailors strike it rich 
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All smiles: The sailors with their reward. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Coco Gau� overpowered
Karolina Muchova in
straight sets to win the Chi-
na Open on Sunday for her
second title of the year and
eighth overall. 

The 20-year-old Ameri-
can and last year’s US
Open champion stormed
to victory 6-1, 6-3 in one
hour, 16 minutes in Beijing.

After a disappointing
few months by her stan-
dards, including surren-
dering her New York
crown in the last 16, Gau�
adds the China Open to her
triumph in Auckland in
January.

The sixth-ranked Gau�
was under a new coaching
team in the Chinese capital
after splitting with Brad

Gilbert last month.
“Today was by far my

best match in a while,” said
Gau�, whose mother was
court-side to see her big-
gest win since the US
Open. She said keeping re-
laxed was key.

“I think I’m realising
more and more each day

that tennis is not a measure
of my value as a person,”
she said.

“I think the more you
realise that, the more re-
laxed these tournaments
become.”

It was Gau�’s third
straight-sets win in as ma-
ny matches against Mucho-

va, who su�ered a career-
threatening wrist injury
and missed 10 months of
tennis before returning
this summer.

It proved one match too
far for Muchova, who at 49
in the world was the low-
est-ranked �nalist in the
history of the prestigious
WTA 1000 tournament.

“You kicked my butt,”
the Czech player, last
year’s French Open �nalist
and a two-time US Open
semi�nalist, told Gau�.

Muchova — who beat
top seed Aryna Sabalenka
in the last eight — called it
her “weakest perfor-
mance” of the tourna-
ment. 

“Coco outplayed me to-
day and I helped her a little
bit. She pushed me and
made me do those errors,
but I did not help myself
with my serve, which is my
game usually.”

Ruthless Gau� beats Muchova in
straight sets to win China Open

On top: Gau� made short work of Muchova, storming to victory in a

little more than an hour. GETTY IMAGES
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