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Passengers from rural Koz-
hikode have demanded a
thorough check of the me-
chanical �tness of Kerala
State Road Transport Cor-
poration (KSRTC) buses
being operated on rural
routes.

Local administrators
and political party leaders,
in response to Tuesday’s
bus accident near Thiru-
vambady that claimed two
lives, urged the Motor Veh-
icles department (MVD)
and police to take the lead
in conducting inspections
with immediate priority.

Passengers have called
for the inspection of the �t-
ness of all buses from the
Thiruvambady depot given
the recurring accidents on
rural routes. 

Representatives of va-
rious passenger forums al-
leged that old vehi-
cles found un�t for urban
services were being rerout-
ed through rural areas. It
was owing to the skills of
experienced drivers that
major accidents were
averted on risky routes,
they claimed.

Congress activists, who
took out a march to the
KSRTC depot at Thiruvam-

bady on Wednesday, al-
leged that the bus involved
in the recent accident was
nearly 14 years old. They
also claimed that the use of
old buses was the prime
reason for around 10 acci-
dents on the Kakkadam-
poyil-Thiruvambady route
in the last one-and-a half
years. They argued that the
KSRTC was neglecting its
responsibilities citing unfa-
vourable road conditions.

The protesters con-
demned the agency’s claim
that new buses were not
available for conducting
rural services. If shortage
of buses was a reason for
o�ering low-quality ser-
vice, it would be better to
end such trips in view of
passengers’ safety, they
said. 

Meanwhile, sources in
the KSRTC said the Thiru-
vambady depot had 35
buses of which a majority
were more than 10 years
old. They also claimed that

the dangerous nature of
roads to hilly areas like
Kakkadampoyil, Poovaran-
thodu, Anakkampoyil, Ma-
rippuzha, and Muthappan-
puzha a�ected the
mechanical �tness of the
buses.

“The Thiruvambady
grama panchayat and sev-
eral other organisations
had submitted memoran-
dums to the KSRTC author-
ities multiple times seeking
the replacement of old
buses. In our �nding, there
are still many 15-year-old
vehicles that are being
used for rural services,”
said panchayat president
Bindu Johnson. She alleged
that not even a single new
bus was sanctioned for ru-
ral routes in Thiruvamba-
dy as the KSRTC was found
to have cold-shouldered
the rural areas’ safety
concerns. 

Meanwhile, MVD and
police sources said a com-
prehensive �tness check
would be launched soon
on the basis of the joint in-
spection carried out at the
accident spot near Thiru-
vambady. They also said
that concerns raised on the
dangerous condition of
roads would be examined
for possible action by the
Public Works department.

‘Use of old buses was
the prime reason for
around 10 accidents
on Kakkadampoyil-
Thiruvambady route
in the last one-and-a
half years’
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In a remarkable display of
skill and discipline, eight
cadets from the Indian Na-
val Academy (INA) have
earned recognition by se-
curing 18 medals at the Ar-

my Equestrian Champion-
ship held at the ASC
Centre and College in Ben-
galuru from September 30
to October 3. 

According to a press re-
lease, the cadets won 2
gold, 14 silver, and 2
bronze medals, making a

strong mark in the compe-
tition that brought togeth-
er top equestrian talent
from across the armed
forces.

The championship fea-
tured intense competition
in various disciplines, in-
cluding dressage, show-

jumping, and tent peg-
ging. The INA cadets,
determined to showcase
their equestrian skills, par-
ticipated with dedication
and grit, representing the
Indian Navy with pride
and excellence, the release
said.

The INA said that their
success was the result of
months of intensive train-
ing under the guidance of
experienced trainers, fo-
cusing on both technical
equestrian skills and the
values of resilience and
teamwork. 

INA cadets shine at Army Equestrian Championship in Bengaluru 
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The �rst death anniversary
of environmentalist T.
Shobheendran is being ob-
served with a variety of
programmes in Wayanad
and Kozhikode districts un-
der the aegis of the Prof.
Shobheendran Foundation
on Saturday. The obser-
vance includes planting sa-
plings in his memory, ho-
nouring trees, ‘Haritha

Yatra’ (a green walk), and
setting up a green home.

The Haritha Yatra will
begin from Kozhikode and
head towards Chooralmala
in Wayanad. N. Badusha, an
associate of Prof. Shob-
heendran, will deliver the
commemoration talk. Sev-
eral ‘Smrithi Vrisksham’
will be planted along the
Kozhikode-Thamarassery-
Wayanad route. Organisa-
tions willing to take care of
them contact 94472-62801. 
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